M E DI A KIT

26th Great Wine Capitals

International Annual Conference

Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand « 18—22 October 2026
Under the theme ‘A World of New’

Media Contact Sarah Nash| +64 21 400 458 | sarahn@hawkesbaytourism.co.nz
Conference gwchawkesbay26.com
Website

Not embargoed. Please confirm with media contact before publication of
Embargo

advance features.

Press release « Destination story « Wine credentials « Operator profiles o

Kit Contents Story angles « Fast facts

ABOUT GREAT WINE CAPITALS GLOBAL NETWORK

The Great Wine Capitals Global Network is not simply a club of wine-friendly cities. It is an
international association of the world’s most recognised wine tourism regions, selected for their
demonstrable excellence across wine quality, tourism infrastructure, sustainability, and cultural
significance.

Founded in 1999, the Network currently comprises 11 member capitals:

Bordeaux, France Mendoza, Argentina Napa Valley, USA

Porto, Portugal Bilbao Rioja, Spain Mainz-Rheinhessen, Germany
Adelaide, Australia Lausanne, Switzerland Valparaiso-Casablanca, Chile
Verona, Italy Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand — joined 2023

Membership is awarded by peer evaluation and is not simply applied for. Hawke’s Bay’s acceptance in
2023 was a formal international recognition of the region’s status as a world-class wine tourism
destination.


https://www.gwchawkesbay26.com/

Why hosting the Annual Conference matters

The GWC International Annual Conference is the Network’s flagship event, the moment each year
when member regions, international industry leaders, travel trade professionals, and media gather in
one place. For the host region, it represents a rare and concentrated opportunity: to be seen, tasted,
and experienced by some of the most influential voices in global wine tourism.

For Hawke’s Bay, hosting the 26th conference is a milestone that extends well beyond the five days of
the event itself. The connections made, stories filed, and impressions formed will shape international
perceptions of the region - and New Zealand’s wine and tourism industries - for years to come.

FLAGSHIP PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Hawke’s Bay to Host Premier International Wine Tourism
Conference for the First Time

The 26th Great Wine Capitals International Annual Conference comes to Hawke’s Bay in October
2026, a landmark moment for New Zealand’s wine and tourism industries

New Zealand is set to take its place on the global wine and tourism stage this October when Hawke’s
Bay hosts the 26th Great Wine Capitals International Annual Conference, the flagship event of the
prestigious Great Wine Capitals Global Network.

The programme has officially launched, with registrations now open for delegates from across the
international wine and tourism community. From 18 to 22 October 2026, industry professionals,
travel trade representatives, and media from Great Wine Capitals around the world - including
Bordeaux, Mendoza, Adelaide and Napa Valley - will converge on Hawke’s Bay for five days of
industry sessions, innovation showcases, cultural immersion, and world-class wine experiences.

Hawke’s Bay was accepted as a member of the Great Wine Capitals Global Network in 2023, making
the region’s selection as conference host a significant milestone for New Zealand’s international wine
tourism profile.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for New Zealand. Hawke’s Bay has everything
this event demands: world-class wines, extraordinary landscapes, a rich
cultural story, and an industry that is genuinely world-leading. This conference
will showcase New Zealand to an influential global audience in a way that no
marketing campaign could replicate.” — Kim Thorp, GWC Hawke’s Bay
Ambassador

Under the theme ‘A World of New’, the 2026 conference programme has been designed to deliver new
cultures, new wines, new experiences, new connections, new business opportunities, and new insights
to every delegate who attends.

The five-day programme includes keynote presentations, roundtable discussions, travel trade
meetings, structured networking, hosted dinners, winery visits, and curated regional experiences that
showcase the very best of Hawke’s Bay and New Zealand.



“The Great Wine Capitals Global Network has been built on a simple but
powerful idea: collaboration, not competition. Under the theme ‘A World of
New’, it reflects exactly what our industry needs right now — fresh thinking,
open dialogue, and a commitment to turn challenges into opportunities. This is
more than a conference; it’s a chance to shape the future of wine tourism
collectively.” — Jo Collins, President, Great Wine Capitals Global Network

New Zealand wine and tourism businesses are encouraged to participate as Business Delegates, with
the conference presenting a rare home-ground opportunity to connect face-to-face with international
buyers, trade partners, and industry leaders from the world’s most celebrated wine destinations.

The conference is supported by Hawke’s Bay Tourism, Hawke’s Bay Wine, Hastings District Council,
Napier City Council, and Hawke’s Bay Airport. A programme of exclusive pre and post-conference
delegate experiences has been developed in partnership with Craggy Range Winery, Porters Boutique
Hotel, Wallingford Homestead, and Hawke’s Bay Experiences.

Full programme details and registration:

gwchawkesbay26.com
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HAWKE’S BAY DESTINATION STORY

Editorial feature, approx. 500 words. Free to use with credit to Hawke’s Bay Tourism.

Where the vines meet the sea: discovering Hawke’s Bay

There is a particular quality of light in Hawke’s Bay that photographers and winemakers talk about in
the same breath. It falls long and golden across the Heretaunga Plains, across rows of Syrah and
Chardonnay stretching to the horizon, across the art deco facades of Napier’s Marine Parade, across
the limestone cliffs that drop into the Pacific at Cape Kidnappers. It is the light of a region that has
learned, over more than 170 years, to make the very most of what nature has given it.

Hawke’s Bay sits on the eastern coast of New Zealand’s North Island, a two-hour flight or five to six-
hour drive from Auckland. It is, in almost every sense, a place of abundance. The region is New
Zealand’s oldest wine region and its most diverse - home to approximately 100 wineries across more
than 4,000 hectares of vineyard, producing over 38 different varietals from soils that range from
ancient river gravels to limestone and red metal. It is also, by area, New Zealand’s largest horticultural
region: the orchards, market gardens, and olive groves that surround its cities produce pipfruit,
stonefruit, squash, tomatoes, and figs that feed the country and beyond.

At its heart sit two cities, Napier and Hastings, known together as the "Twin Cities" of Hawke's Bay,
just 20 kilometres apart yet distinct in character.

Napier is one of the world's great Art Deco cities - rebuilt almost entirely in the Spanish Mission and
Art Deco styles following the devastating 1931 earthquake, and now recognised internationally for the


https://www.gwchawkesbay26.com/

integrity and charm of its architecture. To walk down Tennyson Street or Marine Parade is to step into
a moment preserved in salt air and Hawke's Bay sunshine. As the region's central hub, Napier
connects Hawke's Bay to the world through its port and airport.

Hastings is home to one of New Zealand's largest and longest-running farmers market, drawing locals
and visitors alike every Sunday morning to sample the region's exceptional produce straight from the
growers. In recent years, the city's hospitality scene has undergone a genuine renaissance, with a wave
of outstanding new openings raising the bar, from inventive eateries to some of Hawke's Bay's finest
wineries. It's a destination where food, wine, and provenance meet.

Beyond the city, the landscape opens into something larger. Cape Kidnappers is home to the world’s
largest mainland gannet colony, a spectacle that draws visitors along coastal clifftop tracks between
October and April. Inland, the Kaweka and Ruahine ranges frame the region’s western edge, with
rivers that have carved the fertile plains below. Morere Hot Springs, in the hill country to the north,
offers thermal bathing in native bush, one of those unhurried New Zealand experiences that remains
quietly extraordinary.

The people of Hawke’s Bay - its winemakers, chefs, growers, and guides - share a particular quality
too: a generosity that makes the region easy to fall in love with. This is a place where cellar doors are
still answered by the people who made the wine, where dinner conversation extends to the provenance
of every ingredient on the plate, and where the phrase ‘world class’ is earned rather than claimed.

In October 2026, Hawke’s Bay welcomes the world’s wine community. For those arriving for the Great
Wine Capitals International Annual Conference, it will be their first introduction to a region that
rarely needs a second visit to leave a lasting impression.

Explore Hawke’s Bay —

WINE AND TERROIR CREDENTIALS

New Zealand’s oldest and most diverse wine region

Hawke’s Bay is the birthplace of New Zealand wine. Grapes were first planted here by French
missionaries at Mission Estate in 1851, making this the country’s oldest wine region, with a viticultural
history that stretches back more than 170 years. Historic estates including Te Mata Estate and Church
Road helped establish the region’s early reputation, and over successive generations, Hawke’s Bay’s
winemakers have built on that foundation to produce wines that compete and win at the highest
international levels.

Today, Hawke’s Bay is home to approximately 100 wineries and 30 cellar doors, producing over 38
varietals across more than 4,000 hectares of vineyard. It is:

«  New Zealand’s largest producer of Bordeaux-style red wines (Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,
Malbec)

e New Zealand’s largest producer of premium Chardonnay
+  The source of 90% of New Zealand’s Syrah
+ Anamed Great Wine Capital of the World since 2023 - one of only 11 regions globally

Terroir: soils, climate, and sub-regions

Hawke’s Bay’s viticultural diversity is grounded in its geology. Shaped by tectonic uplift and carved by
four major rivers - the Esk, Tataekuri, Ngaruroro, and Tukituki - the region encompasses more than


https://www.hawkesbaynz.com/

25 distinct soil types. This variety, from ancient river gravels to clay, limestone, and the iron-rich red
metal soils of the Maraekakaho Valley, gives winemakers an extraordinary palette to work with.

Two sub-regions in particular have earned international recognition:

e The Gimblett Gravels: a distinctive free-draining gravel basin that absorbs and retains heat,
producing powerful, structured red wines. The Gimblett Gravels Winegrowers Association
protects the appellation’s integrity.

« The Bridge Pa Triangle: a cooler, clay-dominant sub-region known for aromatic whites and
elegant Syrah, offering a counterpoint to the Gravels’ power.

Hawke’s Bay enjoys a warm, dry maritime climate with over 2,200 hours of sunshine annually.
Coastal breezes moderate the growing season, while north-facing slopes extend ripening time,
producing wines of both fruit intensity and structural complexity.

Producers to know

The region’s winery community ranges from internationally acclaimed estates to boutique family
producers. Key names include:

« Craggy Range: an iconic Hawke’s Bay producer with vineyards across the region’s key sub-
regions, renowned for its single-vineyard Syrah and Chardonnay

«  Church Road: one of New Zealand’s oldest wine brands, producing benchmark Chardonnay
and Bordeaux-style reds from the heart of the Bay

«  Smith & Sheth: a boutique producer specialising in small-batch, terroir-driven wines that
have earned a strong international following

« Black Barn Vineyards: a lifestyle estate and hospitality destination in the Havelock North
foothills, known for its Barrel Fermented Chardonnay and premium Bordeaux-style red
blends.

«  Pask Winery: in 1981, founder Chris Pask was the first to plant vines on the now world-
renowned Gimblett Gravels area and is best known for their prized Cabernet Sauvignon and
highly regarded Syrah.

« Te Mata Estate: one of New Zealand’s most historic wine estates, producing Coleraine - widely
regarded as one of the country’s greatest red wines

Hawke’s Bay Wine —

OPERATOR & PRODUCER PROFILES

The following operators are hosting conference events or represent the breadth and quality of the
Hawke’s Bay experience.

Craggy Range Winery

Set against the dramatic backdrop of Te Mata Peak and the Hawke’s Bay ranges, Craggy Range is one
of New Zealand’s most awarded wineries. With vineyards spanning the Gimblett Gravels, Bridge Pa
Triangle, and other key sub-regions, Craggy Range produces internationally acclaimed single-vineyard
wines, most notably its Te Kahu, Le Sol Syrah, and Sophia. The property includes a stunning cellar
door, restaurant, and luxury lodge accommodation — a complete Hawke’s Bay wine destination in one
address.


https://www.hawkesbaywine.co.nz/

Pask Winery

A Hawke’s Bay institution, Pask Winery has been producing wines from the Gimblett Gravels since
1985. Known for its Declaration range of premium reds and a commitment to showcasing the
Gimblett Gravels terroir, Pask is a key presence in both domestic and export markets. The winery’s
cellar door and event facilities make it a natural gathering place for the wine community.

National Aquarium of New Zealand

Located on Napier’s Marine Parade, the National Aquarium of New Zealand offers an immersive
window into the marine environments of the Pacific. From native species including kiwi and tuatara to
stunning ocean displays, the Aquarium is one of the region’s most visited attractions and a venue
capable of hosting memorable evening functions against the backdrop of the deep blue.

The Crown Hotel

A Napier landmark since 1859, The Crown Hotel located in the beachside village of Ahuriri has been
sensitively restored to blend heritage character with contemporary comfort. With conference facilities,
a renowned restaurant, and a position at the centre of Napier’s cultural and hospitality scene, The
Crown is a natural anchor for delegates looking to immerse themselves in the city’s unique
atmosphere.

Porters Boutique Hotel

Located in Havelock North, Porters Boutique Hotel offers a refined and intimate retreat for discerning
travellers. The property blends warm hospitality with contemporary design, and its proximity to the
region’s leading wineries and restaurants makes it an ideal base for delegates wishing to explore
Hawke’s Bay at their own pace.

Wallingford Homestead

A beautifully restored heritage homestead set among orchards and pastureland in the Ngaruroro River
valley, Wallingford offers an exclusive-use retreat experience that speaks directly to Hawke’s Bay’s
rural soul. With a focus on genuine New Zealand hospitality, exceptional food, fine wines, and
unhurried space, Wallingford provides conference delegates with an unforgettable taste of the region’s
pastoral heart either pre or post the Great Wine Capital Conference.

Hawke’s Bay Experiences

The region’s leading specialist operator for curated tours and immersive experiences, Hawke’s Bay
Experiences, brings together the best of the region into seamlessly crafted itineraries. From vineyard
cycling and private cellar door tours to cultural journeys and coastal adventures, the team has an
intimate knowledge of what makes Hawke’s Bay remarkable, and how to share it.

Full destination guide —

STORY ANGLES & PITCH IDEAS

The following frames are offered as starting points for journalists and content creators covering the
conference and the region. Each is written with a specific audience in mind.


https://www.gwchawkesbay26.com/destination

For NZ Wine & Trade Media
The homecoming: what the GWC conference means for New Zealand wine

New Zealand’s wine industry has spent decades building its international reputation. In October 2026
the world’s most influential wine tourism network is meeting in our backyard. What does hosting the
26th GWC International Annual Conference mean for Hawke’s Bay’s international standing, and for
the broader NZ wine sector’s ambition to be taken seriously beyond Sauvignon Blanc? Interviews
available with Kim Thorp (GWC Ambassador), and GWC Hawke’s Bay Chair (xyz), and leading
producers.

For International Trade & Wine Press

A World of New: why the global wine community is heading to New
Zealand

Under the theme ‘A World of New’, the 2026 GWC conference brings together wine tourism leaders
from 11 of the world’s most celebrated wine regions. Why Hawke’s Bay? And what does a region that
only joined the Network in 2023 offer delegates from Bordeaux, Napa Valley, and Mendoza? A profile
of the youngest member of the GWC network and the story it’s about to tell the world.

For Travel & Lifestyle Media
Eat, pour, explore: the insider’s guide to Hawke’s Bay

Art Deco architecture, award-winning wineries, the world’s largest mainland gannet colony, thermal
springs in native bush, and a food scene built on the country’s richest horticultural land. Hawke’s Bay
is New Zealand’s great undiscovered travel destination, and October 2026, when the world’s wine
community arrives for the GWC conference, is the moment to tell that story. Feature itineraries and
operator access available.

For Business & Economic Media

The business case for wine tourism: lessons from a global network
When 80+ international delegates from 11 of the world’s leading wine regions converge on Hawke’s
Bay, they bring with them trade connections, investment interest, and international media attention
that no marketing spend could replicate. A business story about what it means economically and

reputationally for a region to host the world’s premier wine tourism conference, and how Hawke’s Bay
is making the most of the opportunity.

For Food & Drink Media

| New Zealand’s Food and Wine Country: the story behind Hawke’s Bay’s

| extraordinary produce
Hawke’s Bay is New Zealand’s largest horticultural region, producing 65% of the country’s pipfruit,
90% of its Syrah, most of its nectarines, peaches, and plums, and some of its finest olive oil. It is also
home to Rush Munro’s, New Zealand’s oldest ice creamery, and one of the country’s finest farmers
markets. As the world’s wine community arrives for the GWC conference, the food story of Hawke’s
Bay is every bit as compelling as the wine.

FAST FACTS & STATISTICS

For editorial use. All figures current as at 2025—26 unless noted.

The Conference
Conference \ Detail
Event 26th Great Wine Capitals International Annual Conference

Theme ‘A World of New’



Dates 18—22 October 2026
Location Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand

Approx. 80 international delegates from GWC member capitals,

Expected delegates plus NZ business delegates
p Keynotes, roundtables, travel trade meetings, networking, hosted
rogramme . . g ) .
dinners, winery visits, curated regional experiences
Hawke’s Bay Tourism, Hawke’s Bay Wine, Hastings District
Supporiediby Council, Napier City Council, Hawke’s Bay Airport
Hawke’s Bay: Wine
Fact \ Detail
First planting 1851 - French missionaries at Mission Estate
Vineyard area Approx. 4,000 hectares planted
Wineries Approximately 100 wineries, 30 cellar doors
Varietals produced Over 38 - the most diverse in New Zealand
Key reds Syrah (90% of NZ total), Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Malbec
Key whites Chardonnay (NZ'’s largest premium producer), Sauvignon Blanc,

Pinot Gris

Gimblett Gravels, Bridge Pa Triangle, Maraekakaho, Esk Valley,

Sub-regions Central Hawke’s Bay

GWC status Accepted as Great Wine Capital of the World in 2023

Sunshine hours Over 2,200 hours annually

Hawke’s Bay: Food & Horticulture

Fact \ Detail
I::;i%)erft horticultural New Zealand’s largest by area (2022 data, Fresh Facts 2025)
Pipfruit 65% of NZ total production; approx. 6,000 hectares planted
Summerfruit Efsggicsg 80% of NZ nectarines, peaches and plums; approx. 50%
Squash 69% of NZ production; approx. 3,320 hectares
Organic apples 85% of NZ’s organic apple crop produced by Bostock, Hastings
Figs Te Mata Figs, Havelock North - NZ’s largest fig producer
Ice cream Rush Munro’s - New Zealand’s oldest ice creamery

Farmers market One of NZ’s finest; operating since 29 October 2000



Hawke’s Bay: Getting There
Route \ Detail
From Auckland (air) Approx. 55 minutes; direct flights daily
From Wellington (air) Approx. 50 minutes; direct flights daily

From Christchurch

Gt Approx. 1 hour 20 minutes; direct flights available

From Auckland (road) Approx. 4.5—5 hours via SH5 (Napier-Taupo Highway)

Airport Hawke’s Bay Airport, Napier - 15 minutes from Napier city centre

Great Wine Capitals International Annual Conference « Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand « 18—22 October 2026
gwchawkesbay26.com
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