
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 16, 2024 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of all the 
fathers at Mulberry by Mr. Milton Heard, III.

The artwork on the cover is “Hospitality of Abraham” by Saint Andreĭ Rublev.  
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58465

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Michael Burkhardt 

Entrance & Praise

* Opening Hymn No. 384 BEECHERLove Divine, All Loves Excelling

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

* Affirmation of Faith Michael StewartThe Apostle’s Creed

Greeting & Call to Worship Michael Stewart

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

As Abraham welcomed the strangers  
So God welcomes us.  
God greets us with joy  
and says, “rest here for a while.”  
God brings out water to wash our dusty feet.  
God nourishes our weary spirits.  
So let us receive the gracious hospitality of our God.  
Let us rest in this holy place  
where there is shade and water, food and laughter.
- written by Joanna Harader, and posted on Spacious Faith. 

Children 5th grade and under are invited to leave for Godly Play at this time. 
Children may be picked up on the 2nd Floor in the Godly Play classroom after the service.



* Hymn No. 408 GIFT OF LOVEThe Gift of Love

Rev. Stone* Responsive Psalm Psalm 100 (UMH 821, response 2)

Proclamation & Response

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.
And where there is sadness, joy.
O, divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek  

to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love.
For it’s in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it’s in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
- St. Francis of Assisi

Anthem Lord, Make Me an Instrument M. Roger Holland II

* Gloria Patri GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; 

world without end. Amen.



Sermon Dr. Harris“Entertaining Angels:  
A Life of Hospitality and Blessing”

Rev. Dr. Jay Harris* Scripture Reading Genesis 18:1-15 (Pew Bible pg 12)
1The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet 
them and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with 
you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you 
may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come 
to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened 
into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice 
flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, 
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then 
he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before 
them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.
9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 
10 Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah 
shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11 

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with 
Sarah after the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After 
I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I be fruitful?” 13 The Lord said to 
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that 
I am old?’ 14 Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return 
to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied, saying, 
“I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Rev. StoneMorning Prayer



Offertory Children of the Heavenly Father J. Wayne Kerr

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give  
or in the offering plate. 

* Doxology OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Closing Hymn No. 592 KING’S WESTONWhen the Church of Jesus

* Benediction & Sending Forth Dr. Harris

Closing Voluntary Fugue in G major Felix Mendelssohn 

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts

Sending Forth



Vacation Bible School Starts TOMORROW! | June 17-21
VBS starts this Monday! Keep our Family Ministries Team, Volunteers, and all our 
VBS campers in your prayers as we embark on a summer camp adventure with 
God! It’s not too late to sign up a camper or help out - contact Elisa Reece.

Summer Bible Study on Mark | Wednesdays | 5:30-7 PM
It’s not too late to join this Bible study on the Gospel of Mark led by Payton.  
The class is reading Amy Jill Levine’s The Gospel of Mark: A Beginner’s Guide to the 
Good News. The group meets at the church & on Zoom -  
email pstone@mulberrymethodist.org to get the Zoom link!

Macon Bacon Game - Family Ministries Fundraiser | July 19 | 7 PM
Let’s go, Bacon! Join us on July 19 for Hawaiian Night with the Macon Bacon 
baseball team! Each ticket includes free hamburgers, chips, and a drink. Tickets 
are $17 each, and for every ticket sold, the church will receive $5 back for our 
Family Ministries! Support our kids & youth while cheering on the Bacon!

Sign up at bit.ly/mul-bacon24.

News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!



719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Season of Ordinary Time

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

The season of Ordinary Time emphasizes 
the church living & witnessing in the world. 
The color of the paraments is green to 
represent the church’s growth & presence.
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