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CONGRATULATIONS, GRADS!

Olivia Bosscher Ayla Fredin Peyton Grant

Parents: Parents: Parents:
Nicole Bosscher and Lars and Daniella Steve and Wendy
Dave Llewelyn Fredin Grant
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Isaac Helsel Aubrie Kamphouse
Parents: Parents: Parents:
Jamie and Holly Darren and Rachelle Trevor and Elizabeth

Helsel Kamphouse Mills
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Jaden Moomey Kasen Pollington

Parents: Parents:
Brad and Lisa Brandon and Heather
Moomey Pollington

Laila Wetzig Wyatt Zuiderveen
Parents: Parents:

Rick and Nichole Dan and Lindsay
Wetzig Zuiderveen

Briella Walenjus
Parents:
Jon and Sara

Walenjus

Congratulations,
graduates! You've
accomplished so much
and have such a bright
future ahead of you.

We're cheering you on
and praying that you
follow God’s leading in
wherever your next
steps take you.

Deuteronomy 31:6 says,
“Be strong and coura-
geous. Do not be afraid
or terrified because of
them, for the LORD your
God goes with you; he
will never leave you nor

forsake you.”




OUR COLLEGE GRADUATES
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Kaden Abrahamson

Parents: Roger and Karen Abrahamson

Kaden graduated from Ferris State University this spring
with an Associates Degree in Applied Science, HVACR
Technology. He began working for MVP Heating & Cool-
ing soon after graduation.

Isabel Helsel

Parents: Jamie and Holly Helsel

Isabel graduated from Grand Valley State University with
a Bachelor's Degree in Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Management. She recently started a new job as a
landscape maintenance foremen for Todd'’s Services Inc.
in Traverse City, MI.

Emma Schierbeek

Parents: Jon and Jennifer Schierbeek

Emma graduated from Ferris State University with an
Associates Degree in Applied Science, General Business.
She will be working at the family business, Northern
Truck Service, in office administration and will be getting
married in July to her fiancé, Andrew Eisenga.



Katelyn Smallegan

Katelyn graduated from Ferris State University this past
December with a degree in Early Childhood Education.
She has spent this school year at Little Wheels Preschool
and will continue to work there for the foreseeable
future!

Blake Whetstone

Parents: Brent and Jessica Whetstone

Blake Whetstone has earned a bachelor's degree in gen-
eral education. He is currently working at the Wexford
Missaukee ISD in the behavioral classroom, and will be
working at Mitchell State park this summer. His plans as
of now are just to see where the Lord takes him!

Congratulations, graduates! You've worked hard to complete the requirements of
your degrees and are moving on to applying your new knowledge and skills in the
workforce. We're praying for you as you transition from an academic setting to a
practical one, that God would be with you, and would give you courage and
energy as you transition into a new season of life.



REHOBOTH'S VISION

Last year, Rehoboth built a vision team of people from different ages and stages
of life to discern where God is calling Rehoboth in the next 5 years. Our mission
statement didn’t change, Rehoboth exists to win people for Christ and equip them
to serve. And out of that mission comes our vision for the foreseeable future: to
be a Rehoboth Church filled with disciple-makers for Jesus, that is known
and felt by our community as a place of spiritual renewal and grace.

If you want to read more about our vision and our core values, visit
www.rehoboth.church/vision.

As we close out our ministry year at the end of this month, we asked our ministry
teams to share how they are living out the mission and vision of Rehoboth. Here
is what they had to say.

CONNECTIONS TEAM

The Connections Team exists to create,
plan, and organize ministry opportunities
that intentionally connect people in our
community to the grace and love of God
and to the body of Christ here at
Rehoboth Reformed Church. Grounded in
Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8, our desire
is to serve with faith, vision, and direction
as we help people feel seen, welcomed,
and connected.

Sometimes, a connection begins with something as simple as a coffee mug, but it
is always about something much deeper. It is about creating spaces where peo-
ple experience the love of Christ through genuine relationships, caring conversa-
tions, and intentional acts of kindness.

Throughout this past year, the Connections Team has sought to live out Reho-
both's vision by welcoming and praying for first-time guests, encouraging our
church family through Volunteer Appreciation Sunday, and delivering Christmas
gift bags to those in assisted living facilities and to our widows and widowers.
These visits and conversations have been a blessing not only to those receiving
them, but also to each member of our team.



We continue to see God move through simple
moments of hospitality, prayer, encouragement, and
presence. Our goal is to meet people where they are,
serve generously, and create opportunities for God-led
conversations that point people toward Jesus. We pray
that through every interaction, Rehoboth would
continue to be known in our community as a place of
spiritual renewal, grace, and belonging.

FELLOWSHIP TEAM

We've had some new Life Groups pop up in the past year. One of them is a group
that meets on Sunday nights during Middle School youth group. This group has
been led by Mary Rees. They will be taking the summer off but there has been a
lot of spiritual growth and a deep sense of community. Many women who are
new or newer to Rehoboth have been coming. We give thanks for this group. We
are discussing creating a space for them to meet in the parsonage for this fall as
the church is quite full on Sunday nights. Pray that we find affordable furniture
to fill the living room space there.

Our Roaring 20's group continues to meet on Wednesday nights here at
church. They have dinner and fellowship together before going into their Right
Now Media study entitled “Created to Commune”. Between 8-16 people have
been coming each time and the friendships being developed are rich and edify-
ing.




CONSISTORY AND EXECUTIVE TEAM

If you were to ask me (Pastor Kathy) about the deepest joy of my heart in minis-
try, | would probably talk about relationships. | love hearing people’s stories over
a cup of coffee or lunch together. Those moments of connection have always felt
like the heartbeat of ministry to me.

Truthfully, before serving at Rehoboth, | avoided joining teams that involved a lot
of meetings. Meetings were never my favorite thing. Don't get me wrong, | love
the people in the room, but sometimes agendas, decisions, budgets, and difficult
conversations can make it easy to lose sight of the heart behind it all. Ministry
leadership is hard work.

Now, much of my time is spent in meetings with Staff, Exec Team, Elders,
Consistory, and other leadership groups. Over time, however, I've come to see
something beautiful. These gatherings may not always look like ministry on the
surface, but they provide the backbone for how we live out our vision as a
church.

Our staff meetings are filled with laughter, encouragement, creativity, and
support. I'm continually amazed by the unity and joy in the room as each person
uses their spiritual gifts to fulfill their calling. Some help keep us organized, some
love and disciple our children, some create welcoming spaces where people feel
at home, and others lead us into worship. Together, they help create an environ-
ment where people can encounter Jesus.

Our Exec Team faithfully cares for and supports our staff while helping provide
wisdom and direction for the life of the church. Their leadership brings clarity
and focus, helping us move forward together in healthy and unified ways.

Our Elders have the incredible privilege of meeting with those who desire to be
baptized or make profession of faith. These moments are among the greatest
joys we experience together. We rejoice as we hear stories of faith and witness
God drawing people closer to Himself. The Elders also carry the burdens of our
church family through prayer, discernment, and difficult decisions, always seek-
ing to honor God in the process.

Our Consistory works together with humility, unity, and trust. We listen carefully
to one another, believing the Holy Spirit speaks through each voice in the room.
While we may not always begin with the same perspectives, we consistently seek
to move forward with one mind and one heart for the mission of Christ at
Rehoboth.

Over time, | have come to deeply appreciate these meetings and moments
together. Behind every ministry, every welcome, every act of care, every child
discipled, every person baptized, and every life touched by grace, there are
faithful leaders praying, listening, discerning, and serving together. This, too, is
ministry. And it is a gift to witness God at work through it.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

One of the biggest ways we have seen God moving this past year in the youth
ministry is through students taking ownership of their faith outside the walls of
the church. We have seen several sports teams begin doing devotionals before
games, and many teams are now praying together with opposing teams after
games. It has been encouraging to watch students live out their faith publicly and
boldly in their schools and communities.

We have also seen high school students hunger
more for God’'s Word. A group of students has
been faithfully meeting for a Bible study before
school on Wednesday mornings. In addition, three
high school students made Profession of Faith this
year, which was a huge encouragement to our
church and youth ministry. Another exciting
moment was seeing 11 High School students
gather at their school for the National Day of
Prayer.

Our middle school leadership team has also been
focused on serving others and bringing hope into .
the community. Each month during their lunch breaks they mtentlonally served
in different ways to brighten someone’s day, encourage others, and show the
love of Christ in practical ways.

Overall, one of the greatest changes we have noticed in both our middle school
and high school students is growth in kindness, compassion, and genuinely
loving others better. We are thankful to see students becoming disciple-makers
for Jesus and helping create an environment where people feel welcomed,
encouraged, and pointed toward Christ.




WORSHIP

Spirit-filled Worship | First and foremost,
as we work at planning worship for each
week we rely on the Holy Spirit to make
sure everything we plan and do is for God,
to God, and all about God. And even
when our plans are flawed or get changed
at the last minute, the Holy Spirit can turn
it into something beautiful and use it to
honor God.

Spiritual Renewal | From the infor-
mation we receive from council regarding
sermon titles and scripture, each team
leader chooses a call to worship, the worship songs and a song of response that
will encourage vibrant worship and glorify God.

Multigenerational worship and youth involvement | The worship team
encourages all ages to become part of a praise team and several times a year
we count on Troy and the kiddos from kids church to lead worship.

As always, the worship team asks the congregation for your prayer support and
also to pray for each praise team member as we lead worship at Rehoboth.

LOAVES AND FISHES

When | (Deb Rozeveld) was asked if | could write a little bit on our ministry
Loaves and Fishes an immediate image came to mind - one | think we've seen
over the past year working with Pastor Ben and his leadership in renewing our
minds towards what impact our church has-not just with those attending the
“inside” on a weekly basis, but also with those that have houses right next door,
just down the road, on the other side of the tracks and even within 10 miles of
our doors...and not just with “church-goers.”

Back in 2020, just one person had the idea of
sharing food to those in need, and when that
one person shared their idea with one other
person, the ripple effect started. This picture
cannot contain the effects that our Food Minis-
try has had on the countless lives that that one
drop of an idea has had on people.
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Just this past Thursday, once again there were at least five new families that wait-
ed in our parking lot, drove up to our volunteers, and groceries were placed in
their vehicle...all they needed to do was give their name.

But back in 2020, when that one drop of an idea was shared, Jesus already knew
the name of those that came this past week and those that will be there next
week, and the ripple continues.

As | think over our Vision and Values, this value sticks out after a conversation
with one of our middle schoolers. The middle school was getting ready to go
bowling at the same time we were loading cars on Thursday, and one of the
young girls that | am friends with asked if she could hang out and watch what we
were doing until it was time to go. She asked “why are we doing this?” | explained
that times are tough and not every family has the means to get as many groceries
as they need to feed their families, and so as a church we are helping supply
some of their needs. She skipped away for a couple minutes and came back
again, and just watched. Then | suggested to her that maybe the next time she
was sitting around the dinner table with her mom, dad and family that she could
say a prayer of “thanks” to God for providing all their needs. She replied, “yeah,
that's a really good idea.” My heart was full...and that was even before | had lifted
one bag and placed itin a car.

Why are we doing this? Because the abundant love Jesus has freely placed in our
hearts needs a place to go, and it outpours onto those Jesus has called us to
serve.

Would you like to join the ripple effect?
There's room for you. A place to humbly serve...see how God shows you the rip-

ple effects this ministry is truly having through a Rehoboth Church filled with dis-
ciple-makers for Jesus, that is known and felt by our community.

Rehoboth was named because it wanted to be a church that had room for all. If
you are looking for a way to use your gifts and give your time to serve your
community, there's room for you here! Whether it's serving our teens, young
adults, baking cookies, helping with special events, leading worship, or loading a
grocery bag or two, there are opportunities each and every week. For more
information on how you could get involved, call or email Sarah in the office at 231
-775-7943 or sarah@rehoboth.church. Not sure where you're qualified to serve?
We'd love to help you discern your God-given gifts and passions. Contact Pastor
Kathy today at Kathy@rehoboth.church to get started.
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