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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give a hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

: Shines withv Grace Lutherovw Chuwrchv News

What Does
it Mean to
"‘Be the
Church™?
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This is an announcement I made in church on
August 27 which I think is worth repeating in The
Beacon for all of us to ponder. Asa congregation, we
are dangerously close to being financially insolvent.
The council has been trying very hard to come up
with solutions to meet our expenditures and keep
the doors open. The Rebuild group has also taken
steps to gather information about our culture and
to study other congregations for the possibility
of incorporating solutions that others have found
successful.

Neither the council nor the Rebuild group want
to act in a void. They want to hear your voice and
ideas. They need to have your voice and ideas. They
have arranged to moderate small %]roups in order to
hear you and to gather your thoughts. About 25% of
you have signed up to join a small group.

That is not enough f1:>articipatior1. Perhaps you are
apathetic about our future and assume we will just
go on somehow. Albert Eistein once said, “Doing
things the same way and expecting a different
outcome is the definition of insanity.” We won't
exist if we keep doing the same things we’ve always
been doing.

Perhaps the notion of closure is so surprising that
you can’t quite accept it. But it is time we open our
eyes to just that possibility. If you do not participate
in these small groups or future discussions, then
changes may be made which you neither like nor
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appreciate. If you don’t choose to be part
of the solution, then you will have no
basis to complain or to blame others who
are trying their best to ensure that this
congregation is sustainable.

This church is really important to all of us
and to our community. We are nurtured
with the Word of God and fed with Christ’s
Holy Supper. This church is vital to this
community because it feeds the hungry,
clothes the naked, and lifts up those who
need comfort. It would not only break my
heart and God’s Spirit if this church ceases
to exist, but it would leave a very large
hole of discipleship to the people of Red
Lion. We have a lot to offer.

Please consider being part of the small
group discussions! There are still oc}l)portunities
to sign up and let your voice be joined with all of
ours to find solutions for moving forward. We need
everyone’s voice and prayers.

God bless us and guide us as we struggle to find
the solutions.

Peace, Your sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie
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OOL MINISTRY

Fall Session Begins A new
name, and new goals. We
are switching the name from
‘Sunday School’ to Discovery
and Connection Sessions
starting Sept. 3, 2023. We
continue to meet on Sunday
mornings between 10:00 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. Everyone
is invited to share in the
sessions that are presented.

SUND'AY SCH

N

The first two sessions are for everyone and all age
groups are together. They will be held in the Welcome
Center. September 3 is a fellowship: ‘Sharing ways we
Labor for the Lord.” September 10 is a Discovery and
Connecting Activity, and we will doing an activity. If
you are willing, please bring a picture of yourselt for
a display.

Our different group sessions are being held on
September 17 and September 24. Heidi Einsig is the
leader for our children’s session called ‘Bible and Life.”
Joe Turek is the leader for our teen session and young
adults called "Wild Truths.” Our adult session is using
“The Wired Word.” This series shows that the Bible is
alive today by relating it to news events happening
here and now, and how it can make a real difference in
people's lives and their spiritual growth.
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THANK YOU!
Thanks to Our Lay Pastor

Pastor Debbie (and all who were present) would
like to thank Wes Smith for filling in for her while she
took a well deserved vacation. He did a fabulous job
sharing the good news.

Picnic Thank You

A Big THANK YOU to all the people that made
our picnic a huge success. We had perfect weather, a
wonderful service with awesome music, great food
and fellowship.

F

it Pastoral Acts

Pastor Debbie made five visits in August.
She did community outreach by working at
the booth at the Red Lion Street Fair.
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CHURCH @ CONTIWY

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Ronnie
opened with a prayer. The minutes were reviewed
and a motion to approve was made by Amy and
made second by Ronnie. Motion passed. There was
no Pastor's report because our beloved pastor was on
a well-deserved vacation. Joe thanked everyone for
helping with the outdoor service

Committee Reports
Mission & Discipleship did not meet, Music

& Worship did not meet, and Parish Ed did not
meet, however, there was some discussion about
reinvigorating a children's Sunday School.

Scott presented the Treasurer's report. Our current
financial position was discussed along with the
recommendations made by our accountant. The next
topic was the status of the Lock trust and the delay in
payment. He reported on the steps to be taken next to
expedite the receipt of payment. A recommendation
from the Executive Committee was as follows: The
financial Secretary would request the accumulated
income only be paid to the church. Sam made a motion
in favor of that with a second by Amy. The motion
passed.

Scott shared the roof estimates received from three
contractors. They ranged from $11,325 to $48,962.
The largest estimate included some additional work
that was outside the original scope of the request. An
additional estimate of $19,000 was also received. A
congregational meeting is required for an expenditure
of this amount. Scott recommended the bid from
Latimore at $11,325 be accepted pending the outcome
of the congregational meeting was held on August 27.
A discussion was held concerning the logic around
accepting that bid. A motion was made by Ronnie with
a second by Sam to present the Latimore Construction
bid to the congregation. The motion passed.

Dee then shared the estimate to update and repair
lighting in the Welcome Center. Tabled until we receive
additional funds.

Scott reported on the increase of need for food
assistance. A local food pantry closed and the reduction
of SNAP benefits were identified as causing the need.
He also mentioned the upcoming packing event for the
distribution on September 11.

Chris reported on the meeting help with the Merrill
Lynch representatives and how informative and
reassuring the meeting was.

A discussion was held on ways to generate revenue
on building use by other religious groups.

Joe shared an update on the status of Rebuild.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. with the
Lord's Prayer.



WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

Before Patsy Mummert retires from
planning displays for the show case,
there are several visions she wants to
explore. The month of September,
2023, we will be showing several crafts
that her daughter, Madelyn Mummert
Laughman has done over the years.

If you or someone in your family has
a craft, collection, hobby, photos, or an
# idea you have and would like to share

with our congregation, please let one
of the organizers of the display case know. They are:
Janet Murphy, Keith McCleary, Peggy Ericson or Patsy
Mummert. We will try to fit you into our schedule in a
few months starting in 2024. Thanks for looking.

CHOIR AND BELL CHOIR SEASON
BEGINS
*
0l ]

Grace Choir will resume rehearsal in
1 the sanctuary on September 6 from 6:30-
+ 7 7p.m. All are welcome to come. You do
%’,’ r & not need official singing experience, just a
y [ love of music.

Ringers By Grace will begin rehearsals
on the balcony on September 6 from 7-7:30 p.m. Again,

all are welcome to ring for joy.

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

Soul on Tiptoe

Let my soul
Stand on tiptoe
For one grand hour!
Let it stretch-let it reach
Beyond every horizon
It has ever known-before!
The Living God!

Let my mind stand on ti
Unafraid to see

Let it be freed
Of prejudices
It never dared
To face before!
Let I learn

New! DISCOVERY

Starting September 3rd

sundays @ 10 am

REBUILD GROUPS ARE
MEETING NOW

This reporter signed up to go to a small group. I
will admit I was reluctant. I was expecting to Eear
about money problems and how I needed to do more.
Instead, I was pleasantly surprised to have a dialogue!
Our facilitator, Leif, was organized yet minimal in
what he had to say. He encouraged the participants
to spend time sharing our ideas, and listened while
we spoke about what is important to us about why we
attend church. I do not know what happened in other
groups, but mine soon became very solution focused.
Another group member asked what would happen
to our ideas, and Leif assured us this is something
that will lead somewhere. The council has a goal of
engaging our membership and the larger community
in which we live. I was actually very heartened when
I left.

The other thing that was wonderful was when Leif
carefully kept an eye on the time. He was very conscious
and respectful of only wanting an hour of our time.
Everyone was even tolerant of my bringing my dinner
along so I would not be ‘hangry.” Also, there was no
guilt tripping or gloom and doom pressure. Just a

riendly dialogue. I am hopeful that future discussions
will be this positive!

There is still time to si%ln up for the small groups in
September. The leadership truly wants to hear from
you. WE are the body and everyone is important. Be
part of our evolution to stay viable and present.

Went Bo Receive Ghe Bedcon
ElectBronicadlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




LUTHERAN CAMPING

. Our Lutheran Camping
. Corporation is hosting a
fundraiser this month to

enable any child who wants
to, an opportunity to attend
and have the experience of
camp. Itis called, “A Party with
a Purpose’. It will be held on
September 30 from 5-8:00p.m. at Kirchenwald. They
will have Southern Style BBQ with all the Fixins and
Premium Spirits. Your price to attend is to give what
you would pay for a dinner out at a nice restaurant,
(including tip) at a REALLY nice restaurant, (not fast
food)! 100% of all funds raised go to support programs
at Camp Kirchenwald.

BOOK CLUB

Our book this month is The
Chocolatier by Jan Moran. We
took a hiatus last month due
to getting our books late from
» the York County Library. (The
lateness was due to our book
liasons being distracted by
summer plans). By the way, we have a wonderful
relationship and are so thankful for their ability to
furnish us with books to read so we can indulge our
love of good books and great conversation. Everyone
is welcome to drop in. Goodreads.com has this to say
about the book we have been reading, The Chocolatier:

A young widow. A husband she thought she knew.
Willachocolatier’s secret destroy the family leftbehind?
San Francisco, 1953: Heartbroken over the mysterious
death of her husband, Celina Savoia, a second-
generation chocolatiere, resolves to take their young
son to Italy’s shimmering Amalfi coast to introduce
him to his father’s family. Just as she embarks on a
magical, romantic life of making chocolate by the sea
surrounded by a loving family, she begins to suspect
that her husband had a dark secret—forged in the final
days of WWII—that could destroy the relationships
she’s come to cherish.

While a second chance atlove is tempting, the mystery
of her husband’s true identity thwarts her efforts.
Challenged to pursue the truth or lose the life she’s
come to love, Celina and her late husband’s brother,
Lauro, must trace the past to a remote, Peruvian cocoa
region to face the deceit that threatens to shatter their

lives.
-

The book club meets every third
Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m.
We have an arrangement with York
County Library System to borrow
the books. If you would like a
copy, see Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf.
We meet on August 17.
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FOOD PANTRY NEWS

Yard Sale Ministry

Help us to help others
on September 11! Because
of increased “in between”
food clients, our supply
of donations has been
drastically reduced. After
checking last week, we discovered that there are
only three blankets, a few sheets and pillow cases,
and no towels and wash cloths. These can be used
when given because they will still be NEW to our
clients. There are only two pair of pants for boys in
the 8 to 12 sizes. The knick-knack are the ones that
didn’t get Eicked in June, so it is a sad little group
waiting to be picked out. There are only about 50%
of the stuffed animals needed and that goes for
the toys also. We are plannin% to distribute boots
and coats at Halloween again this year so those are
always a wonderful gift to receive. This ministry
has become so important to our clients which is why
our supply dwindles so quickly. Please take time
to check if you or even your neighbors would be
willing to donate before the September distribution.
God has continued to bless our congregation so that
we continue to bless the community. We have been
flooded with women’s clothing, however, so please
wait until after September 12 to bring more women'’s
clothing in.

Food Pantry
Ministry

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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VOLUNTEERING

Sign up to be a
reeter at the
icome Center
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Each month The Beacon reports who 1s
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

September’s flowers:

03- In honor of our returning students .
and teachers
10 - In memory of Albert & Blanche
Arnold, George & Rosette
Barshinger, & Edward Arnold by
Ferne & famil
17 - In memory oty Michael Miller by
{} a friend .

24- In memory of Peggy Keener & :
in honor of Jay Keener by their
”
b
October’s flowers: ' .J l

children Cindy, Teresa, Craig &
Blaine
01 - In memory of our grandmothers,
Doris Workinger & Dollie Miller by
Samantha & Dylan Miller
08 - In memory of Mr & Mrs Augustus
Neiman, Mr & Mrs Woodrow Fix,
Mr & Mrs Wiley Flinchbaugh by the .
Flinchbaugh & Fix families
-The pedestal flowers are in memory
of the deceased loved ones by Ed
Dellinger &family
18 - In memory of my Dad's 102th
birthday Fritz Reider by Dee, Tom,
Krista & Lili
f 22 - In loving memory of Phil Golden by M
Pat Golden & family o

29 - The altar flowers are presented to
the glory of God ‘
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Seplember
Celebrations
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01- Jeffrey Arnold
01- Hunter Jones
02- John Hartman
02- Trevor Manahan
04- Dee Bowles

05- Diana Bailey

05- Brett Hammers
07- Jessie Fishel

07- Susan Hammers
08- Nancy Becker
11- Peggy Ericson
11- Mason Shaffer
11- Matthew Shaffer
11- Andrea Stanley
12- Jennifer Lloyd
12- Robin Walker
13- Joe Turek

14- Holly Barker

14- Sharon Hont

Weﬁ/ﬂﬁnﬂ Anniversaries

01- Zach & Bryel Turner
04- John & Laura Hartman
11- Richard & Geri Jacobs
13- Carl & Dee Bowles

18- Robert & Jessie Fishel

14- Marion Wiemert
15- Alec Crawford

16- Sharon Phillips
17- Lillien Kiehner

17- Jennifer Kuhn

19- Bradley Mummert
19- Carol Vigna

23- Robert Miller

24- Adam Golden

24- Sami Peters

25- Cindy Christenberry
26- Morgan Gwinn
26- Benjamin Hanzlik
27- Lesa Arnold
27-James Isett

27- Ralph Urey

29- Sharon Bucher

29- Todd Barnes

19 - Nate & Abby Snyder
28- Kurt & Tammy Golden
29- Mark & Linda Ricci
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! c%@rl"brought to you by:

Chris ]acobs, Edltor/Staff*erter.,,
\ ]ennlfer Rudolf; L’iyout/ St.af! Writer,
\ D¢
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