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02: Dawnne Woodie 
02. Ed Wolstein 
03: Paul McCaughey 
04: Jonathan Crummett  
04: Gayle Nicholls 
05: Blair Hamry 
07: Carol Wenger 
07: Heather Marsh 
08: Bea Cline 

10: Rachel Tremis 
11: Cece Trescothick 
13: Janet Fletcher-Rich 
13: Ryder Robinson 
14: Becky Myrass  
15: Melanie Prescott 
18: Crispin Marsh 
18: Andi Kankleborg 
21: Peggy Ryan 

22: Arlene Timmer 
22: Toni Suemnick 
23: Matty McLaughlin 
27: Larry Johnson 
29: Bonnie Canty 
29: Abra Belke 
29: Russ Robertson 

Aldersgate Sunday / Confirmation 
May 25th is the closest Sunday to the day we 
celebrate John Wesley’s heart-warming experi-
ence on Aldersgate Street in London in 1738. 
On this Sunday we will celebrate by awarding 
50-year membership pins and with the confirma-
tion into Aldersgate United Methodist Church of 
Emily Nichole Allred and Arlene Francis Allred.    

We’re excited to announce that our Annual 
Rummage Sale will be happening on May 30 
and May 31! Due to our kitchen remodel, we will 
not be able to accept donations until the week 
of the sale. This event is one of our biggest 

fundraisers of the year, and we greatly appreciate the support of 
those who shop or donate items. 

Graduation Sunday 
Graduation Sunday is June 1. Please call Debbie 
Higbie (406-490-6947) or Peggy Ryan (406-565-
0529) with the names of your high school, trade 
school, or college graduates. Thank you. 



Seth’s Message 
As I write this article we are in the final days of confirmation 
(please see the accompanying article). One tradition that I al-
ways implement on our final class is something I call “Playing 
Church”. Depending on how much time we have and the num-
ber of confirmands we play act the very structure of the church. 
Some years we have an Administrative Council chair, a Fi-
nance Chair, Trustees Chair, etc. We go over the church budg-
et, the Nominations process, how decisions are made, etc. This 

year our time and numbers were limited so we focused on one area that was very 
pertinent to our current time … how pastors are appointed in The United Methodist 
Church. So, we had one confirmand who was the Bishop / District Superintendent, 
the other confirmand pretended to be the S/P-PRC chair, and I acted as Pastor Seth 
and Pastor Sue … and then we went through the process. It got me thinking that I 
should share with you how this went. 

Let me begin by saying that I have been a pastor for 26 years and will be mov-
ing on to my 6

th
 appointment. In that time, I have worked with 7 Bishops, 9 District 

Superintendents in 3 Annual Conferences. The process is different with each Bishop 
and in each Conference but the results are still the same, the appointment of a pas-
tor. What we talked about in Playing Church was unique to this year. 

To begin, in January, we decided to buy a home in the Bitterroot valley com-
munity of Lolo. This would be the place we would retire. I knew going into 2025 that I 
would be moving from Butte, I just didn’t know where. Sarah and I had many conver-
sations and were prepared that I could be appointed anywhere in the four states of 
our Conference (Montana, Utha, Colorado, and Wyoming). In February, the District 
Superintendent (DS) met with the chair of the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee 
(PPR) and several other leaders of Aldersgate. I was not available for the meeting, 
so the DS scheduled a meeting with me at a later date. I was told that Butte would be 
moving to a part-time pastor and we talked about “possibilities.” I shared that I need-
ed a full-time appointment. Remember, the confirmands were play acting this whole 
scenario. I then mentioned that on the Conference web-site was a place where ap-
pointments were announced and what places were available. I asked the confirm-
ands, “how many times do you think I check that web-site?” And the response was, 
“all the time!” 

On Monday, March 17
th
, I was in Lolo and the DS called me and said that the 

pastor in Stevensville was moving to Colorado. I was speechless. I did not think it 
was possible that I would be appointed to a church in the Bitterroot valley. Now here 
is where the play-acting and reality combine. I accepted the appointment, met with 
the Stevensville committee a week later, and then our PPR chair (Bonnie Canty) read 
the letter to the congregation.       Continued on page 7. 
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Sermon Series 
 My final sermon series is based on one of my favorite movies, The Pursuit of 
Happyness. It is based on the book by Chris Gardner of the same name. It is the true 
story of a man who has a dream but life continues to get in the way. We will look at 
his life using clips from the movie and excerpts from the book and matching them 
with these unique characters in the Bible. In the end we will find that Chris Gardner’s 
story is one for Hollywood but is also a story about us and our own journey in life. 

 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 

April 27
th
 – “Riding the Bus” based on 1 Samuel 3.1-20 

May 4
th
 – “Being Stupid”, based on Jonah 3.1-10 

May 11
th
 – “Go Get Happy,” based on Deuteronomy 18.15-20 

May 18
th
 – “Internship”, based on Mark 1.29-39 

 
May 25 – We pause to celebrate our Heritage and Confirmation with a message 

called “Past, Future, and Present” and based on Romans 5.1-11 
 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
June 1

st
 – “Paying Taxes”, based on 1 Corinthians 9.24-27 

June 8
th
 – “Climbing Mountains”, based on Mark 2.1-12 

June 22
nd

 – “Change of Scenery – Happyness!” based on Isaiah 43.18-25 
 

June 29
th
 – Fred Crase and I are collaborating on a message based on the song 

“Unforgiven” by Metallica 

Continued from Page 2. 
I could not share with the confirmands how the process worked with Sue 

McNicol, but I did share with them (something we play acted) that the PPR committee 
had a meeting with the District Superintendent where she introduced Sue and it was 
announced that she would be appointed half-time here and half-time in Dillon. Then 
the following Sunday the letter was read by the PPR chair. 

Could this process change in the future? Yes! We have a new Bishop. I expect 
that the next time there is a change in pastors for either Aldersgate, or Dillon, or Ste-
vensville that the process will be different but the results will still be the same. The 
appointment process goes back to Francis Asbury who led the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the early years of our nation’s founding. Is the process perfect? No! Can 
we do better? I believe so. Will there ever be a better way of selecting, choosing, ap-
pointing, calling a pastor? I believe so. However, this is the process we have in the 
Mountain Sky Annual Conference for 2025. 
Seth  
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THE TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGING. 
Effective July 1st, 2025, Aldersgate will be served by a 
new pastor, Sue McNicol, who you will remember also 
served at Aldersgate as our interim pastor from De-

cember 2019 through July of 2020.  Pastor Sue will be serving Aldersgate 
on a part-time basis and will also be serving the church in Dillon on a part 
time basis.  The Administrative Council requested the Bishop change Al-
dersgate to a part time appointment in response for attendance and budg-
etary reasons.  Pastor Sue will maintain her residence in Helena and will 
also be using our parsonage in Butte, so she will be doing a lot of traveling.   
Initially at least (through 2025) Pastor Sue will be at Aldersgate on the first 
and third weekends of the month and at Dillon on the second and fourth 
weekends of the month.  It is my understanding that Dillon will be tuning in 
via YouTube to our Sunday worship service during Sue’s weekends in 
Butte, and that Aldersgate will be setting up a schedule of guest speakers 
when Sue is in Dillon.   I will be handling the speaker schedule at least ini-
tially.  I have asked Burt Todd, Terri Belke and Chuck Kestle to speak, and 
all three have graciously agreed to help out.  But, if you remember back to 
2019 when we did not have a pastor for five months, we had 16 different 
guest speakers, only 2 of which were clergy.  So, we are encouraging any-
one who feels ready to deliver a message to please contact me and we will 
put your name on my list.   
Part time means part time.  Which means that we, as a congregation, will 
have to step up and help cover certain duties, committee jobs and meet-
ings, visitations, bookwork, etc., and anything else Pastor Sue needs.   
Which is how it should be anyway.  If your entire commitment to your 
church home is an hour on Sunday followed by coffee and cake, I am going 
to invite you to be more active at your church home.  Going part time will be 
a change for Aldersgate, but nothing we can’t handle.  It may be perma-
nent, and it may be for the short term, we just don’t know.  What we do 
know is that things change and if we follow God’s lead we will prosper and 
grow as a faith community. 
Amen 
Brad Belke, Lay Leader 



unafraid to change the entire dialogue (no swords or chariots, tanks, or jets) and write 
a whole new story, not in a pretty clean version, but a story like real life, a story writ-
ten in flesh and blood.  A story where God gets his hands dirty for us, a story where 
God rises to new life with dirt still under his fingernails and is mistaken for a gardener. 
 So, while in 2025 we may try and clean up the Easter story so that visitors will be im-
pressed on Sunday, the God of Easter, the God who brings life out of death, just 
doesn’t seem to care about appearances.  May be the true God is not satisfied with 
making you look good, or appear nicer, because that’s not what resurrection really 
looks like.  Because the gospels just don’t seem to describe to me a God who is con-
cerned about appearances.  The gospel story describes a God who is concerned 
about making you new, making you a new creation.  And in my experience new 
doesn’t always look perfect, new usually involves work and pain, because like the 
resurrection story, new can be messy. 
Alleluia, Christ is Risen!   Christ is risen Indeed! 
Brad 

April Financials 
Total Spending 
 Year to Date Budget    Year to Date Actual 
  $50,753      $61.030 
 

Total Giving 
 Year to Date Budget    Year to Date Actual 
  $43,000      $41,895 
 

Giving is ahead of last year and we are very close to meeting our giving budg-
et. However, spending is also above last year’s due to higher insurance costs 
and the final apportionment for 2024 was paid. We are applying for grants to 
help pay for a new boiler. Trustees are under budget. 
Please remember your church family when planning for your giving. We appre-
ciate your continued generosity. 

NEW IS MESSY 
Easter Sunday 2025 at Aldersgate was special with beautiful 
music, a message of hope, wonderful decorations, flowers, and 
everyone dressed up in their Sunday best.  This type of celebra-
tion seems to be what is expected by popular church culture in 
America on Easter Sunday.  And don’t misunderstand me, I love 
the Easter celebrations. But in reality, the actual gospel story is 
practically the opposite of how we celebrate the most important 

event in history.  It is not a story of Easter bunnies, chocolate, singing, flowers, or fan-
cy clothes.  In fact, the Easter story is downright messy.  It is a story about flesh and 
blood, dirt, pain and most critically, it is about how God brought redemption to a world 
in a way no one expected. 
As I was reading the resurrection story on Easter, I was thinking about the first person 
at the tomb on Sunday morning, and wondering what Mary Magdalene expected to 
find when she arrived?  And then I wondered why she didn’t recognize Jesus when 
they came face to face in the garden?  Was it because her life experience told her 
that it couldn’t be Jesus, because she had watched him die on Friday?  Or was it be-
cause Mary didn’t see a Jesus dressed for Easter Sunday service but instead was 
looking at a Jesus that had been whipped and then beaten, crucified, and buried for 
several days? 
One of the first times I came to grips with what Jesus suffered was when I saw Mel 
Gibson’s movie the Passion.  The true horror of the whipping, the beatings and the 
crucifixion struck home, and it was clear the cleaned-up versions we see in modern 
churches bear little resemblance to what really occurred.  And what really occurred 
was that the Creator God, who was tired of being limited by our interpretation of his 
nature, decided to enter this world in the least impressive manner possible, in a filthy 
stable.  Then later, after he gathered a group of followers, several of whom were 
sketchy characters at best, he started travelling the countryside, turning water into 
wine, eating with the wrong people, angering the financial and religious establish-
ment, and generally proclaiming a whole new way of thinking and living.  He touched 
the unclean, used spit and dirt to heal the blind, and made statements that subverted 
the status quo, like “the first shall be last and the last shall be first,” and “sell all your 
have and give it to the poor.” 
And maybe the thing that really upset people, especially the religious institutions, 
wasn’t the question, “Is Jesus like God?”  Maybe the question that upset them was, 
“What if God is like Jesus?”  What if the best way to understand God is not through 
religion, not through a sin and punishment program, but through an actual person 
who did it right?  What if the best way to know God is to look at how God revealed 
himself through Jesus?  Because that seems to change everything.  If what we see in 
Jesus is God’s true nature revealed, then what we are dealing with is a God who is 
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Midweek Lipreaders – a Lay-led Bible study – has 
completed the book “Knowing: Basics of the 
Faith”. We are on hiatus until the new books arrive - 
hopefully soon!   Stay tuned!  


