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Young Artists Solo Competition — Video Guidelines

General Information

Videos must clearly show the competitor as detailed below in a landscape orientation.
The camera must be stationary on a tripod or music stand, not held by an observer. The
music stand must not obstruct the view of the player.

o Vocalists: Must show the competitor from waist to head at a minimum with a
clear view of their entire face and torso.

o Instrumentalists: Must show the entire instrument and competitor from head to
toe with a clear view of both hands.

o Piano: Must show the competitor from head to toe. Piano pedals and both hands
on keys must be clearly visible.

Videos must be whole, uninterrupted takes with no distractions or background noise.
You may record as many takes as you like and only submit the best one. Do not submit
multiple links to multiple videos. Post-production (splicing, editing, etc.) of the video or
audio is strictly forbidden, including between movements (if performing multiple
movements). The only exception is for vocalists, who may edit together their two
audition pieces into one continuous video.

o If your piece includes one or more cadenzas, then you are required to play them
in their entirety.

The audition video must be made within 6 months of the application deadline.

The competitor’'s performance will be graded based on their playing ability, not the
quality of the video. That being said, having clear video and audio with good fidelity will
help their performance shine through. Any recording device may be used, though
smartphones generally have better cameras than tablets or laptops.

The competitor is not required to have an accompanist in their video audition. Live,
recorded, or no accompanist are all acceptable.

o Be advised that if the competitor is selected for the final audition round, which is
in-person on the date listed in the General Information document, they will be
required to perform with a live accompanist for a panel of judges.

o The competitor’s private teacher or parent cannot be their accompanist.

Do not show anything identifying the competitor’s teacher or school.
Title video using the following format: FirstName Lastlnitial, Composer - Title of Piece
and Movement, Musical Category

o Instrumental or piano example: Jane S, WA Mozart - Clarinet Concerto in A Major
Mvt 1, Instrumental

o Vocal example: John S, Puccini - Schaunard’s Entrance Aria and Donizetti - Bella
Siccome un Angelo, Vocal
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Submitting Your Video

e Video links must be valid, in working order, and not password protected. Once your video
is ready, submit its link in the appropriate location on the last page of the application
form.

e We prefer unlisted YouTube video links (see next section for guide), however the
following may be used if Youtube is unavailable:

o  WeTransfer, Youku, Vimeo, or Google Drive — must be .mp4 or .mov format

e Each competitor should play back and check their video recordings in their entirety to
check for any distortion or excessive noise. Videos should be reviewed before uploading
to ensure that they are of good quality and best represent the playing ability of the
participant.

e If a video link is not viewable to us when we are reviewing their application, the
competitor will be notified using their primary email and asked to fix the link before the
application period closes (See the General Information document for the date). If the link
is still not viewable after the closing of the application period, their application will not be
considered.

YouTube Video Submission Guide

e When uploading your videos to YouTube, be sure to select “Unlisted” under the “Visibility”
settings.

Title video as stated in the General Information section.

e Participants must compile their performances into one single video file. This includes
vocalists who have two performances.

e After the video has been uploaded to YouTube, copy and paste the link to the appropriate
location on the last page of the application form.

e We recommend, but do not require, including the following disclaimer in the text
description of your video: “EDUCATIONAL FAIR USE DISCLAIMER: This video may
contain copyrighted material and is provided for non-profit educational purposes only,
not for commercial gain (17 U.S. Code § 107 (1)).”

e Additional resources:

o How to upload a video on YouTube: Upload YouTube videos
o Making a YouTube video unlisted: Change video privacy settings
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