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Frederick Buechner, a great 20" century writer and theologian, was
also a chaplain at a school for a time, and he wrote some sermons. I read
that Buechner’s decision to enter the seminary, after already establishing
himself as a writer, had come as a great surprise to those who knew him.
A minister named George Buttrick, whose words had actually inspired
Buechner, observed that, “It would be a shame to lose a good novelist for
a mediocre preacher.” However, I would like to read a quote from one of
his sermons; a quote that is far from mediocre. It is from an Easter
sermon:

“People who know that resurrection happened, or who choose to trust
in resurrection, live in a wholly new world where death has no more
power — no more sting, as St. Paul put it.....Love is the victor. Death is

not the end. The end is life. His life and our lives through him, in him.



Existence has greater depths of beauty, mystery, and benediction than the
wildest visionary has ever dared to dream. Christ our Lord has risen.”

As beautiful as the words of Buechner, is his faith. To have a faith
that truly rests in his description of love as the victor, as death not being
the end, and saying that, in fact, the end 1s life, well, we all can be grateful
for the proclamation of such faith.

And yet, we know that the reality for many people is a faith that
wavers as quickly as the changing weather. For many people, perhaps the
hope is that, by coming to an Easter service, or hearing words of profound
faith like Buechner’s, that the Spirit of Easter can be renewed and held on
to in this world of struggle, and maybe make the world feel less powerful
in its grasp of people. If aspects of the faith, through worship or
proclamation or testimony or service can bless us in heart and mind and
spirit once again at this holy time of year, then maybe many people will
find a faith renewed; refreshed and ready to take on the world with new

courage and optimism.



In fact, placing ourselves into the words and spirit of Easter can not
only be a blessing in our lives, a blessing for ourselves, it also can allow
us to carry Easter morning into the lives of others; maybe not even on
purpose, but just by carrying within ourselves the heavenly gift of this day
back into the world. Each of us can live out the Easter morning message
of hope and joy, can carry the truth of this wonderful day into any setting,
effortlessly, because the Spirit of Easter 1s real and to be believed for those
who would receive the gift of this day. Our faith and joy and gratitude for
Easter need not be as articulate as Beuchner, because we trust that the
grace of heaven has blessed us in heart and mind and spirit.

The message of this day, this most important day in our faith, is
beautiful, joyous, and comforting, because it’s true. Christ died. Christ is
risen. Christ will come again. True. All of it 1s true, and everlasting.

So much of the year, a pastor encourages the people in the work of
the church, in the work of discipleship, but I want everyone today to just
sit back and receive; just receive this incredible, this miraculous, this life-

changing truth that, as Buechner put it, “Existence has greater depths of
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beauty, mystery, and benediction than the wildest visionary has ever dared
to dream. Christ our Lord has risen.”

Why did those who walked with Jesus in the world so willingly put
their lives on the line by proclaiming the Resurrected Christ? The stories
are endless of the earliest Christians, including some of the Apostles, who
would not back down from their faith, even in the face of death. I can’t
imagine that they would have done so for anything other than a complete
belief in the Resurrected Christ. We have in our Bible a number of
instances of those who witnessed Jesus after his death; who talked to him,
walked with him, ate with him, and touched him, even his wounds.

Martin Luther, in the 1500’s, did not witness the incarnated Christ,
but he was touched by the Resurrected Christ just as profoundly as those
first Apostles. Luther started out as a Catholic Monk, but his faith was
struggling, and even began to fall apart. In fact, Luther himself fell apart.
But then he embraced his Bible with fresh eyes, and the words of the
Apostle Paul rubbed off on him. Those words touched the depths of his

soul. Luther finally understood our faith as a gift; a gift of new life, true



life, and life eternal. He then experienced his faith in the way that
Buechner described in his Easter sermon, saying, “People who know that
resurrection happened, or who choose to trust in resurrection, live in a
wholly new world where death has no more power — no more sting, as St.
Paul put it.....Love is the victor. Death is not the end. The end is life.”

Friends, I hope and pray that the very real blessing, the heavenly
blessing of this Easter Day, will be a blessing in your lives. The words
and Spirit of this service are an overriding reality that can give you real
hope and courage in the face of any struggle or heartache. Receive the
message of this Easter service, receive Christ, receive the testimony of
2,000 years of faith-sharing this day. May it strengthen your faith;
perhaps rekindle a faith that has been unattended for awhile, like a spark
of faith waiting to become a flame.

May you have a happy and blessed Easter day, and may you fully
believe that the joy of this day is a reality that will never end, not even

forever. For Christ is risen. Amen.



