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From the Pastor’s Desk:  
The New Year is a Time to Rejoice in the Lord

I hope that all of you had a joyous and meaningful 
holiday season.  As we enter the new year, I want to 
leave you with a biblical verse that I hope you will find 
helpful throughout 2022.  The verse is Psalm 118:24, 
which reads; “this is the day that the Lord has made; let 
us rejoice and be glad in it” (NRSV).  This verse from a 
wonderful psalm of thanksgiving moves me to reflect 
upon God and life.  I think it will do likewise for you.  

I often say this verse when I do my morning 
devotions, if not before then.  Saying or thinking 
these words upon awakening, or in the context of a 
morning devotion in which we pray, read scripture, 
and meditate, really sets a tone for the day ahead of us.  
Then in the strength of this verse we carry on through 
the hours of the day.  

Think about the power of these words.  They are 
reminding us, when we say or think them, that our God 
has created the day that we are about to participate in 
over the ensuing hours.  Recalling this reminds us of 
how powerful and amazing our Lord is.  He indeed 

has created the day, everything in the world, and us.  
Being that our Lord is alive and well and continuing 
his creating work in the world, our natural emotional 
response is to feel great joy during the days of our lives.  
We are not alone.  God is with us.  The good Lord never 
fails us or forsakes us as we learn in Hebrews 13:5. In 
this glad news that we experience we live each day to 
the fullest.  

I know that this is sometimes easier said than done.  
At times we look forward to getting started with a day 
that we think will be fun/or productive.  At other times 
we simply want to get the day done and over with or 
just stay in bed.  I have been on both sides of this, to be 
sure.  For example, though I am not a morning person, 
I love to get up around 4:00 a.m. to head to the beach 
for our annual vacation there.  But there are also days 
when my schedule is so tight with difficult and stressful 
things to deal with, that I wish I could just wake up on 
the next day.  The good news is that our Lord is with us 
each and every day; and let us never forget that that’s 
what makes the days wonderful.  Join me in giving 
thanks to God, even when, and especially when, facing 
those hard days.  God may even use those tough days 
to move us to various forms of growth.  That God is 
with us – loving and caring for us – makes every day 
worthwhile.  Yes, “this is the day that the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” throughout this 
new year. 

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.
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News

Pastoral Acts

COVID:  STAY HOME OR 
REACH OUT

2021 was another rough year for all of us. As we 
struggled to return to normal church activities, we still 
had more than 50% of our congregation who remained 
at home watching the services on-line.  Those who 
did attend, wore masks and socially distanced in an 
effort to protect each other from contracting COVID.  
Most definitely affected by the pandemic were our out-
reach activities.  There were no New Year’s Eve(NYE) 
festivities in 2020 and then again in 2021.  It was one of 
the hardest decisions to make this year to once again 
cancel NYE but with the increasing cases of not only 
COVID-19, Delta and then Omicron variants, we felt it 
was prudent to cancel.  

However, we were able to continue with some of 
our other long-standing outreach missions. Thanks 
to many volunteers, our food pantry maintained its 
regular schedule and were able to set up the “yard 
sale” part of the distribution.  By using the social room 
and requiring mask wearing, the clients were able to 
shop in a protected area and could find lots of things 
that helped to make their lives better.  In June, we were 
able to participate in the community yard sale although 
there were some adaptations.  We distanced the fewer 
than normal vendors in order to protect all who came 
to shop. We also rented jiffy johns so that no one had 
to enter the church to use the restrooms.  While the 
number of participants were reduced, it was still an 
opportunity for sell and shop, as well as visiting with 
friends who hadn’t been seen for months.  In October, 
we once again had to consider the COVID situation 
and planned to deliver the Halloween treats outside 
under the portico.  We were blessed with great weather 
and were able to not only give out bags of candy, juice 
boxes and apples, but also coats and boots for the 
visitors to pick-up and take home with them. It was a 
wonderful experience for everyone, church members 
and visitors.  Christmas Eve was a delight for all as 
the contemporary and traditional services are now 
sharing the Sanctuary for services.  The decorations 
were awesome, and as guests and members met in the 
space, all were thrilled to be able to worship together 
once again.  

It is our hope that we can continue to reach out, not 
only to our missing members, but to the community 
and those in great need.  One of the biggest blessings of 
this year has been Pastor Dan who is definitely a master 
of “reaching out”, as he is working to visit or contact 
all of those who have been waiting for the church to 
contact them.  If you would like to be part of that Grace 
out-reach activity, you can always contact Pastor Dan 

through the office.  
The goal of all at 
Grace Lutheran is 
to continue to be 
the shining light 
to bring comfort 
to all in need.

First Sunday School Class in 
the New Year

I enjoyed studying the Old 
Testament book of Jonah with 
a number of you this past year.  
Beginning January 9, I will be 
teaching a six-session course 
on the New Testament Letter 
of Paul to the Galatians.  All 
are welcome and encouraged 
to participate.  -  Pastor Dan 

*The Pastor’s report included information on new 
members, and a baptism. He also reported on Sunday 
school, midweek devotions, and a Bible study all in 
progress.

*Expiring council members were thanked for their 
service and leadership!

*The treasurer discussed plans to move to a unified 
budget and December income / expenses.

*A brief year-end review of the major 2021 projects 
was presented.

The next council meeting is scheduled for January 20.

New Members
On Sunday, December 19, we received Will and 

Beth Brown and their children John, Reed and Clare 
into church membership at the late worship service.  
They are joining us from another Lutheran church.  It 
is good to have them with us.  
We wish them much happiness 
in their new church home.  We 
also welcome Ginny Fitz as 
an associate member of Grace 
church.  May she also experience 
God’s blessings here.

PASTORAL ACTS of Kindness
Pastor Dan helped change the flat tire of a lady from 

Virginia who pulled into the church parking lot. Way 
to go Pastor Dan!

December 19 - We welcomed the Brown 
family as members, and Ginny Fitz as an 
associate member. 

Pastor Dan visited 16 shut-ins in December, 
as well as some pastoral phone calls.  
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erma’s inspirations The stewardship guy
2022: Your Year for Generosity

“You will be enriched in every way for your great 
generosity!” -2 Corinthians 9:11

As you make resolutions and set goals for the 
New Year, be sure to include this one: “I will be 
more generous in 2022.” It will bless you – and your 
community and neighbor!

The Bible makes clear that generosity leads to a 
more abundant life. Generous people experience one 
of those paradoxes of the Kingdom of God, where the 
last are first, the greatest is servant to all, and whoever 
loses her life for Christ will gain it. 

The paradox? Generous people get back far more 
than they give. 

First, a clarification: The paradox is NOT a financial 
strategy to maximize return on investment. That 
would be missing the point. Besides, there are more 
important things to give than money, such as time, 
service, kindness, forgiveness, compassion, love, and 
joy. And what we get back may not be quantifiable. 
How do you measure wellbeing and happiness?

Generosity’s real “payback” is what and who we 
become when we cultivate a habit of giving. Giving 
transforms us into generous-hearted people, and 
generous-hearted people tend to experience a real 
abundance of joy, peace, love, and security. 

The old saying is most certainly true: The open palm 
holds more than the closed fist.

For 2022, set a goal to be more generous. Start by 
increasing your charitable giving above last year’s 
offering, but also aim to give away your time, to serve 
your neighbor, to be lavish in compassion, extravagant 
in love. 

Pray that God will guide you and help you experience 
the paradox: Givers get back more than they give away. 

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as 

pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works 
as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at 
www.thestewardshipguy.com.

The Beacon Staff is Changing
It is with sadness that we announce Dick Rhine’s 

resignation from being a final layout proofreader for 
The Beacon.  As many of you know, Dick was a teacher 
and principal at Red Lion High School for many 
years.  Even reporter has found herself in his office on 
occasion (not socially either).  He was a natural fit for 
The Beacon, not only because he has spent his career in 
education, but because he is also an active member of 
Grace and was our ‘people expert’, meaning he knew 
who was having children, getting married and who has 
passed away.  He also knew how to spell everyone’s 
names, which this writer REALLY appreciated, since I 
am spelling challenged.

We have also greatly missed our copy proofreader, 
Ottilie Grim.  She was a blessing on the front end of the 
process, and had a laser eye when it comes to picking 
up typos and mistakes.  When Ottilie was on the job, 
there was no need to do a final read through.  Ottilie 
has had some major health problems that necessitated 
her not being able to read very well.  We pray that 
Ottilie will be able to regain her abilities at least well 
enough to do the recreational reading she so enjoys.

If anyone is interested in joining the staff of The 
Beacon, we can sure use some new talent.  Possible 
jobs are reporter, writer, proofreading or help with the 
layout (the latter is done with Adobe InDesign).  Please 
reach out to Jen Rudolf for more information.  If you 
can read and have a good command of English, you 
are qualified!

A New Year’s Wish
May God be close
Wherever you are,
And be your guide

Like the Christmas star.
May happiness be yours today,

And all year long,
For this I pray.

May angels guard you 
Both day and night, 

May your waking hours
Be warm and bright, 
May all good fortune,

Peace and love,
Be yours with blessings

From God above.

-Elsie Natalie Brady
For God commands the angels to guard you 

in all your ways.  Psalm 91:11
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

The Book Club actually 
did not meet in December 
because we were too busy 
reading ‘Twas the Night 
Before Christmas’ and 
other Christmas favorites.  
Therefore, we are continuing 
to read The Giver of Stars by 

Jojo Moyes.  Our next meeting is January 22 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Welcome Center.  We have a relationship with 
the York County Library System where we can borrow 
the books we read for our group.  If you would like to 
join us, see Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf.  Goodreads.com 
has this to say about the book:

Alice Wright marries handsome American Bennett 
Van Cleve hoping to escape her stifling life in 
England. But small-town Kentucky quickly proves 
equally claustrophobic, especially living alongside 
her overbearing father-in-law. So when a call goes 
out for a team of women to deliver books as part of 
Eleanor Roosevelt’s new traveling library, Alice signs 
on enthusiastically.

The leader, and soon Alice’s greatest ally, is Margery, 
a smart-talking, self-sufficient woman who’s never 
asked a man’s permission for anything. They will be 
joined by three other singular women who become 
known as the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky.

What happens to them–and to the men they love–
becomes an unforgettable drama of loyalty, justice, 
humanity and passion. These heroic women refuse 
to be cowed by men or by convention. And though 
they face all kinds of dangers in a landscape that is at 
times breathtakingly beautiful, at others brutal, they’re 
committed to their job: bringing books to people who 
have never had any, arming them with facts that will 
change their lives.

Based on a true story rooted 
in America’s past, The Giver of 
Stars is unparalleled in its scope 
and epic in its storytelling. Funny, 
heartbreaking, enthralling, it is 
destined to become a modern 
classic–a richly rewarding novel 
of women’s friendship, of true 
love, and of what happens when 
we reach beyond our grasp for the 
great beyond. 

Lutheran Camping 
WINTER YOUTH RETREAT   January 7 - January 9 at 
Kirchenwald:  Enjoy Kirchenwald in the Winter! Play 
broom hockey and other games on the frozen pond. 
Have fun sledding, playing snow soccer and other 
winter games. Creative Bible studies and worship 
experiences led by our summer camp counselors are 
an important part of this retreat. Meet new friends 
and catch up with your summer camp friends. Other 
indoor and outdoor activities may be included, as the 
weather dictates.

CHICKEN & WAFFLES  January 16@ 12:00 - 2:00 p.m. 
at Nawakwa:  January 16 – Spend a Sunday at camp 
with a delicious home-made chicken and waffles 
dinner. Bring your sleds (if there’s snow) to work off 
the calories, as if camp food actually has calories!

WINTER FUN DAY  January 16@ 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. at 
Kirchenwald:  Bring your family or youth group and 
enjoy an afternoon on Kirchenwald’s award-winning 
toboggan run, ice-skating on the lake, or drinking hot 
chocolate in the lodge.

CAMPPERSON ZOOM MEETING January 18 @ 7:00 - 
8:00 p.m. online:  The Lutheran Camping Corporation 
is an extension of your ministry in the local 
congregation. With a CampPerson, your congregation 
will be informed and the Camp Corporation will be 
reaching more people. Plus, every summer camper 
from a congregation with a CampPerson receives a $20 
discount on their week-long registration.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Happy New Year to our Grace family! 
May we all welcome in a joyful new 

year filled with hope and love.
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Wedding Anniversaries

January Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

January’s flowers:

February’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

11- Joey & Cindy Christenberry	
23- Lin & Peg Rotz
29- Dennis & Vickie Grove 

01-Kathy Vivian
02- Richard Hollingworth
02- Richard Webster 
03- Jay Keener
03- Kody Peters
04- Bill Shingler	
05- Patrick Gwinn
05- Todd Osterhaus
06- Maigan Hoover
08- Jackie Atkins
09- Nancy McCleary
13- Tammy Golden
13- Josie Shoffner

15- Glenn Smeltzer
17- Dennis Grove
17- Christopher Hanzlik
17- Marian Warner
19- Rae Williams
20- Lynette Grim
20- Dylan Peters
25- Heidi Einsig
27- Edward Dellinger
28- Cora Sue Herbst
30- Lisa Crawford
30- Steven Gross
30- Duane Hartman

What’s in the display case?  Our 
January Cabinet display will be 
featuring Peggy Ericson's hobbies:

QUILTS        BASKETS              POTTERY

Take a minute to check the cabinet 
to see her display.  If you have a 
hobby and would like to display 
it, contact Pat Mummert, Janet 
Murphy, Keith McCleary or Peggy 
Ericson.

DISPLAY CASE Gift Cards Support the 
Church

We have Giant and Jerry’s Great Valu store cards 
available in denominations from $20 to $100.  They 
are available Sundays in the Welcome Center between 
services. Look for a smiling face and hands filled with 
cards to find our seller.  Please make checks payable to 
Grace Lutheran Church.  This is an important fundraiser 
for the church and a win-
win for everyone.  You 
get gift cards to do the 
shopping you do already 
and the church gets a 
commission.

02 - To the glory of God & the hope of 
        a blessed New Year
09 - In memory of Ethel, Helen, Nevin, 
       Nolan & Glenn by Erma Grim
16 - The pedestal flowers are in 
       memory of Peggy Keener
23 - In memory of Mary & Jacob 
       Valentine, loved ones & in honor 
       of the Senior Choir
     -The pedestal flowers are in 
       memory of Dorothy & Curvin 
       Thoman
30 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by the 
       family

06 - In memory of Ian McCleary by 
       the family
13 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by 
       the family
20 - In memory of David Grim by 
       Erma Grim & family
27 - In memory of Peggy Keener by 
       the Keener Family

Honor Your Loved Ones with 
Flowers

Every week we enjoy lovely floral arrangements 
in the Sanctuary as part of the service.  You can help 
with the costs and honor loved ones.  There are several 
dates available in the calendar year for sponsorship.  
An added benefit is that you get to keep the flowers 
after services are over, and spread the joy even further.

The open dates are:  March 20, May 23, 29, June 
26, July 17, 31, August 14, 21, Sept 18, October 23, 30, 
November 13, December 4, 24, and January 1, 2023.  
Please contact the church office if you are interested in 
sponsoring flowers.
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