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A welcoming community of Christian disciples seeking to love and serve God and neighbor 

As a teenager who practiced the piano for hours a day, I knew exactly what my path in life would be. I 
would attend college, major in music, and become a piano teacher upon graduation. My piano teacher, 
Mrs. Beatrice Floyd, was a wonderful role model, musician, and one of the finest Christian women I had 
the privilege to know. Well, I did major in music, but as I witnessed many music majors who graduated 
and didn’t immediately find jobs in their field, I decided that I needed a backup plan. So, in my junior year 
in college I added a second major, business.  

I enjoyed my business classes, with the exception of economics, and graduated with plans to go into the 
field of business. During high school and during college breaks at Christmas and summer, I worked for 
Family Booterie. Upon graduation, they offered me an assistant manager position and a year later I became 
the buyer for the company. And while I certainly enjoyed a great discount on shoes—and who would-
n’t—I knew this was not the path for me. So, in 1987, two years after graduation, I began the two jobs 
that I currently have now, teaching piano lessons and directing church music. 
 

This past Saturday, my piano students performed their spring recital at our church. As each one played,    
I reflected on how far they had come in their musical abilities. It truly is a blessing to be a part of each 
student's life. I have enjoyed watching them grow, oftentimes from young children who can barely sit still 
through their lessons, to teenagers and young adults. And they have shared with me their other interests 
(sports, drama, band, etc.), and their hopes and dreams for the future as they begin their own post-high 
school journeys. It is truly a delight to be a part of their lives! 
 

Every Wednesday night and Sunday morning, I have the privilege of working with some of the finest peo-
ple I know—the Adult Choir. While our rehearsals center around anthem and service music preparation, 
there is ample time for prayer and some laughter. Time filled with love—love for Christ, love for our 
church, and love for one another. 
 

So, as this school year comes to a close, I can’t help but reflect on the blessings that I have had in my  
professional life. There have been students, too numerous to count after 39 years of teaching, and dedi-
cated choir members who are supportive of each other and every aspect of our church. 
 

For these blessings, I am deeply thankful! 

THANKFUL 

This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday!      
Celebrate Pentecost and Wear Red this Sunday! 
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CPWM NEWS 

   Our next CPWM meeting will be Tuesday, May 
26. We will be meeting at the church at 10:15 am 
and will carpool to Thistle Farms for lunch and then 
to Diaper Connection afterwards.  

   We are now accepting early donations for our   
July Yard Sale, coming July 24–25. Please take 
your items to the Great Expectations Class in Room 
108. This year, we are NOT accepting furniture 
donations, except for small accessories, such as 
lamps or side tables. And we are NOT accepting 
artwork or donations of clothing or shoes.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 

   Shake It Up Cafe: Where Kids Carry Out 
God’s Recipe—coming June 8 through June 11. 

Food-ology Factory is this year’s sci-
ence workshop at Vacation Bible 
School. Headed up by Brooke and 
Ben Gross, our visiting chefs will 
have tons of fun with food science! 

How do you make invisible ink with food? Are you 
a “super-taster”? And what makes bread rise? Find 
out the answers to all of this and more at Shake-It-
Up VBS! Please note: our preschool class is full, 
but we have openings for ages K–6th 
grade! Registration is open. Please go to 
Brenthaven.org/VBS. 

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP 

May 31–June 5: Synodic High School Camp 

Jun. 8–11: Vacation Bible School 

Jun. 14–19: Jr Camp 

Jun. 20–26: Youth ROCKS Mission Trip 

July 5–10: CPYC 

July 12–17: Middle School Camp  

SUMMER EVENTS  

Here is an overview of the many events planned for 
this summer: 

Synodic Camp is May 31–June 5. Synodic wel-
comes students who have completed grades 9–12 
and takes place at Crystal Springs in Kelso, TN. 
The theme for this year is Kairos (one of the Greek 
words for time). 

Vacation Bible School is June 8–11. Many of 
our youth and children participate in or volunteer 
for this event! The theme for this year is Shake It 
Up Cafe: Where Kids Carry Out God's Recipe! 

Junior Camp is June 14–19 at Crystal Springs  
and welcomes children who have completed 
grades 2–5. The theme is Finding Nemo! 

Youth ROCKS Mission Trip is June 20–26,  
and we are headed to Missouri! We will be serving 
nonprofits in Lebanon, MO, and surrounding   
areas.  

C.P.Y.C. (the Cumberland Presbyterian Youth 
Conference) is July 5–10 at Bethel University in    
McKenzie, TN, and welcomes students who have 
completed grades 8–12. The theme for this year is 
Call Me! 

Middle School Camp is July 12–17 at Crystal 
Springs. Students who have completed grades 6–8 
are invited to attend. The theme for this year is In 
the Wilderness. 

Register for all Youth ROCKS 
Summer Events Here:        
Brenthaven.org/Youth.  

MISSIONS MINISTRY 

   The Missions Ministry is collecting laundry     
detergent for Sacred Sparks Loads of Love      
Ministry throughout the month of May. Lisa also 
would like to request donations of Oxi Clean powder 
(not liquid). Please bring your donations and leave 
them on the Sacred Sparks table in the Narthex.  

   Sunday, June 14, after worship, the Missions 
Ministry will be hosting a fundraiser lunch for   
Jackson Campbell’s mission trip to Japan with the 
CP Church’s Ministry Council. The missions trip is 
July 12–22 and we are looking to raise $3000.00    
toward his trip. Please come and help support     
Jackson with this endeavor. 

WHALE SUNDAY IS COMING! 

   Get ready for a fun, interactive bible experience as 
we host all children for WHALE SUNDAY! Kids 
will climb inside our giant inflatable fish to hear the 
story of Jonah, told by "Jonah" himself! After the 
story, we will head outside for water games, laugh-
ter, and popsicles. Don’t miss it...Sunday, July 12 
from 2–4 pm in the Fellowship Hall! 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

Recent Additions 

 Joyce Burch 
  
Members 

 Joan Bledsoe, Phyllis Burkhalter, Kimberly Crowe, 
David Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen, Carol  
Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul Gonzales, 
Madge Graves, Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy, 
Nancy Humphrey, Barbara Loyall, Dawn & Walter 
McBee, Marty Morris, Bill Moser, Rose O’Hara, Jack 
Phillips, Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil 
Slagle, Porter Stark, Scott Strickland, Cheryl & Don 
Tabor,  Jane & James Talley 
 

 Family and Friends 

 Jon Bates (nephew of Kaye Holland), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe 
Malloy), Mary Ruth Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl 

Campbell), Lauren (friend of Ame Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland 
(niece of Martha Stewart), John Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewart), 

Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins 
(daughter-in-law of Kathy & Bill Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards 
(mother of John Edwards), Kristen Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), 

Garry Ferry (uncle of Aaron Ferry), Charlotte Galambos, Bill 
Garrett (son of Beverly Garrett), Harriet Gilliam (friend of the Rushes), 

Miklos Gerendas, Amy Glenn (daughter of Becky & Ronny Jones), 

Gregg Gross (father of Ben Gross), Chazz Jones (friend of the 

Crafting group), Hudson Jones (friend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), River 
Leonard (daughter of co-worker of Sharon Malloy), Walter McBee, Jr. 
(son of Walter McBee, Sr.), Bettie Mason (friend of Barbara Dial), 
Butch Mayes (friend of Walter McBee), Siggy Mennen (great-

granddaughter of Barbara Dial), Colton Osborne (family friend of Rena 

Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-

law of Ben Davis), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy 
Rhone (nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz 

Strickland), Johnny Rush (father of Kip Rush), Bob Seigenthaler 
(friend of Bob Dozier) , Marjorie Shepherd (mother of Sharon Malloy), 

Casey Sherwin (co-worker of Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of 

Larry Pulley), Judy Smith (friend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany 
Spradling, Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina 
Sullivan, Jim Summitt (uncle of Blair Summitt), Gary Tessar 
(friend of Jan Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Cheryl Tabor), 

Lynn Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam Warren (son of 

Cindi & John Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of Brooke Gross), 
those serving our country 
 
Deaths 

 Family of Quinn Campbell (great-nephew of Linda Pulley) 
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHT 

   Lucas Johnson recently gradu-
ated Cum Laude from Tennessee 
Tech University with a degree in 
Music. His primary instrument is 
the euphonium. He plans to teach 
music lessons and pursue other 
opportunities in the music field. 
Lucas is the son of Shelley and 
Trent Johnson and grandson of 
Carol and Keith Perryman.     
Congratulations, Lucas! 

   Ella Curry graduated with honors from Stewarts 
Creek High School on May 17. She will attend Middle 
Tennessee State University this fall. She is the grand-
daughter of Marilyn and Randy Elliott. Congratula-
tions, Ella! 

THANK YOU! 

   Dear Brenthaven, Thank you very much for all the 
prayers and well wishes. I’m blessed to have such a 
caring church family! I’m looking forward to seeing 
everyone soon!  

   Scott Strickland 

   Shelby Thayer graduated from 
The University of Tennessee with 
a Master’s in Social Work. She 
will be working in Knoxville as a 
school-based therapist. She is the 
daughter of Sheila and Wesley 
Thayer. Congratulations, Shelby! 

 

 

 

   Matthew Thayer graduated 
from Colgate University with    
a Bachelor of Arts in Biochem-
istry and Minors in Political  
Science and History. He will   
be attending law school at    
Belmont University in the 
fall. Matthew also is getting 
married this summer. He is   
the son of Sheila and Wesley 
Thayer. Congratulations,     
Matthew! (His fiancée, Rileigh, is pictured with him.)         



     May 21 9:30 AM BookEnd Book Club (Adult Library) 

   11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) 

    May 24 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship (Day of Pentecost)  

    May 26 10:15 AM CPWM (Meet at church to carpool) 

     May 27 6:30 PM Choir Practice (Choir Room)  

     May 28 11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)   

     May 31 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship  
     

BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
516 Franklin Road 
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909 

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M. 

PHONE: (615) 373-4826 
FAX: (615) 373-4869 

www.brenthaven.org 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MAY 24          

STAFF & LEADERSHIP 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor 

Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor  

Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry 

Linda Pulley, Director of Music 

Amity Marsh, Organist 

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.org) 

Session – The Elders 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027             Class of 2028 
Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell 
Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins 
Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott 
Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR MAY 17 

Day of Pentecost (red)  

Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; 

 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21;  

   John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 

Stamp 

 OPERATING BUDGET 

Dedicated Giving                                       $00 

Donations towards Budgeted Expense 3,972.54 

Weekly Need 10,835.00 

Received Year-to-Date 178,007.18 

Actual Spend Year-to-Date 224,284.09 

Difference   -46,276.91 


