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Sometimes we have to miss things. We might miss worship on the Lord’s Day
because we’re sick (please do stay home). Or Bible study because the water

heater just flooded the living room.

But sometimes we may skip for less compelling reasons—it’s a rainy, gloomy
morning. We may opt not to go to Bible study because—yeah, just not feeling it
today.

I’m going to put a radical thought in your mind: Let church be the conflict. Or if
that’s too negative a word, the commitment. Let it be the reason you miss other
things.
Here’s how it works:

e I’msorry, | can’t make your brunch party because | have church then.

e My child won’t be at practice because our church worships then.

e Ugh, arainy morning, but I’m going to church anyway.

See? Easy!



(If you think you might come across a bit sanctimonious or “more religious than
thou” saying you’re going to church, just say, “I have a conflict then—can’t make
it.”)

Bible studies are not a requirement. They’re supplemental to Lord’s Day worship.
You don’t have to be involved in one. But if you do join one, commit. Don’t miss
easily. Determine to be there. After all, the person who leads the study will be.
They will have spent time studying and preparing. They will be there. Honor their
commitment with your own.

Here’s how it works:

e I nevergotaroundto doing the lesson, but I’'m going to be there
anyway.

e [I’ve gotso much to do. But my Bible study is important, so I’ll be
there.

e I’'mjust notfeelingit, but you know, the teacher has prepared and has to be
there, so | will be, too.

Sometimes we really do have to miss. Life happens, things come up. But we
shouldn’t miss easily or often. Be all in. As 1 Corinthians 10:31 says,

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
| came across a statement not too long ago that changed how | think about Atlanta

traffic: “You are not stuck in traffic. You are traffic.”

In the same way, you don’t go to church; you are the church. You don’t go to the
Bible study; you are the Bible study. Don’t think of it as something that happens
apart from you. You are essential to it. When you miss, something is lacking. When
you’re present, you supply something no one else can. Your presence or absence
matters.

So let church be the conflict. Let it be the reason you have to miss something else.

Sounds like a great resolution for 2026.
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MORNING PRAYER Join us next Sunday, January 11, at 9:15 a.m. in the library to
pray together.

COMMUNION NEXT SUNDAY We will observe the Lord’s Supper in the morning
service next Sunday, January 11.

THANK YOU Thank you all very much for your generous Christmas gift to us. It has
been a privilege to serve you and be a part of your lives for this past year and for
many years now. May the Lord bless you greatly in 2026. —Alan & Barbara

THANK YOU Thank you for your generous Christmas gift to us. We are deeply
thankful to the Lord for all of you and look forward to serving the Lord and OPPC in
2026! Happy New Year! — Joe & Ashley

WOMEN'’S SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY resumed on January 3—The
“Every Other Saturday Morning Study” will continue in January in the book of Acts
looking at chapters 13-28 using a new study guide which will be available for
purchase in the fellowship hall on December 21. Please feel free to jump in with
us in the new year as this is a stand alone series looking at Paul's missionary
journeys. Please contact Barbara at bbjohnson1988@gmail.com if you have
questions or would like the dates for the study.

WOMEN'’S SATURDAY AFTERNOON MONTHLY BIBLE STUDY Michael Minkoff
will teach a study on First, Second, and Third John beginning Saturday, January 10,
at 3:30 p.m. at the Becky Dennison’s home, 479 Dorsey Circle, Lilburn 30047.
Supper will be served around 5:30 p.m. Contact Becky Dennison with questions
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at 770-826-9657.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING The Session has called a congregational meeting
for Sunday, January 11, after the morning service for the purpose of presenting the
2026 budget and electing officers to the class of 2031. On the ballot for ruling
elder are John Dunahoo, Jon Richards, and Alan Riley; for deacon, Mike Dennison,
Tom Ellison, Rob Funk, and Graham McCarty.

WOMEN’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will begin the study, Wisdom of
God: Seeing Jesus in the Psalms & Wisdom Books, by Nancy Guthrie at 10 a.m. on
January 13. Books are available in fellowship hall for $13.

RETREAT REGISTRATION DEADLINES Ridge Haven retreat RSVP deadline is
January 30. Check your email for a link to register for Ridge Haven. OPPC Men’s
Retreat RSVP deadline is February 1.

THE WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY ON ZOOM will study Luke 9-24 with Sinclair
Ferguson's book, To Seek and to Save: Daily Reflections on the Road to the Cross.
The study begins on Tuesday night, February 17, 2026, from 6:30 - 8 p.m., and
ends on March 31, 2026. Contact Jane Deal at 404-406-6185 to receive the Zoom
link.



