The Congregational Church of Westborough

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581

December 14, 2025

Photo by KaLisa Veer on Unsplash

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
JOoYy

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS!
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church




WELCOME!

To our worshipping community, especially to parents: God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel

you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift

to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we
give smiles of encouragement to parents!

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here!
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH”
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor — Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music — Joseph.Stillitano@uccwestboro.org
Linda Borglund, Director of Christian Ed — Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells — westcongmusic@gmail.com
Lisa Coffey, Administrator — Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
Ariana Dello Stritto, Communications Coordinator - Ariana.DelloStritto@uccwestboro.org

Office hours: Monday — Closed, Tuesday — Friday 9am — 1pm
Church office phone (508)366-2000

General Church email — info@uccwestboro.org Church website- www.uccwestboro.org
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.instagram.com/uccwestboro/

We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ,
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image. “We are all God’s children.” In
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure,
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability. We say, and mean,
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our
belief in diversity and inclusion. We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy
Spirit. We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of
participation in this congregation.
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Dec 14, 2025 Third Sunday of Advent
*The Congregation is invited to stand.

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS (shown online and on the sanctuary screens) 9:45 AM
PRELUDE
CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US 10:00 AM
INVITING THE WORD
WELCOME Rev. Betsy Dorsi
*OPENING HYMNS: #133 “like a child” LIKE A CHILD
#134 “Emmanuel, Emmanuel” McGEE
*CALL TO WORSHIP Barbara Noeth
One: Come in, for the days are shorter now, the wind is cold.
Many: Follow the light to our Sanctuary.
One: Much less was offered to Mary and her new baby.
Many: Come, come into the warmth and the light and worship the soon to be born King of
the world.
LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE - JOY Roberta, Kristina and Susanna Di Terlizzi

15t Person: On this third Sunday of Advent we will relight two purple candles to remind us of
God’s gifts of hope and peace. Today we light the third candle, the pink one,
representing joy.

(Two purple candles are lit.)

2" Person: As we wait for Christmas, the birth of Jesus, we look forward to the joyful
celebrations we will share with those we love. The prophet Zephaniah calls us to
shout for joy, because God will gather together all people and renew them in love.
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the angel told the shepherds not to be afraid.
The angels brought “good news of a great joy, which shall be to all people.” The
good news of Jesus’ birth and the promise of Peace are still “tidings of great joy” for
us today.



3™ Person: Paul reminds Christians, “Rejoice in God always.” The third pink candle reminds us
of our joy in Jesus Christ.

(The pink Joy Candle is lit)

Let us pray together: Thank you, God, for Your promise of joy. Help us to recognize the
moments of joy in our lives, and to live joyfully so that others may come to be filled with the
joy that comes from knowing Jesus Christ. Amen.

*ADVENT HYMN #128 “One Candle Is Lit” (vs. 1,2 and 3) CRADLE SONG

*GATHERING PRAYER (unison) Barbara Noeth
Anticipation is growing. Today we lit the third candle on our Advent wreath, the candle of
Joy! In less than 2 weeks we will celebrate the anniversary of Jesus’ birth amongst us. God,
help us find time or make time during this busy season of shopping, wrapping, partying,
theater going, and visiting friends and loved ones, help us find time for You. We want to be
ready to receive You in our hearts when You come. Quiet us down and teach us to listen as
You share the story of Your love for us. We ask this in Jesus’ name and continue to pray
using the words He taught us...

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Barbara Noeth
Lord, Your way is love. We should be filled with joy this day as we anticipate the celebration
of Your coming to be with us and like us. Forgive us for spending too much time shopping

and wrapping for loved ones and help us spend more time getting Your birthday gifts for
those in need around us. When we get overwhelmed with items on our “to do list”, in Your
mercy, remind us of the meaning of this season. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Rev. Betsy Dorsi
RECEIVING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE Matthew 1:18-25 (pew bible pgs. 783)



SERMON “Co-parenting with God” Rev. Betsy Dorsi

*HYMN #140 “Hail to the Lord's Anointed” (vs. 1, 3 and 4) SHEFFIELD

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
RESPONSE: Hear our Prayer

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Invitation Barbara Noeth
At this time, let us all reflect on how much God has given us and on what we have chosen to
give God back for God’s ministry.

Bell Offertory “Simply Carols To Go” arr. Tammy Waldrop
“Still, Still, Still” Trad. Austrian Carol

“| Saw Three Ships” Trad. English Carol

“Pat-a-Pan” Trad. French 1700

“Jolly Old St. Nicholas” Traditional

Festival Ringers, directed by Sue Menzel

(-

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

“For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) Barbara Noeth
Jesus, we joyfully present our time, our talents, our own selves to You for the ministry of this
church. With Your support help us to help many people have housing, adequate food, and
winter clothes. Amen.

BEING THE CHURCH
*CLOSING HYMN #138 “Awake! Awake, and Great the New Morn” REJOICE, REJOICE
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*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

Barbara Noeth serves as liturgist.
Pam Faustine and Melinda MacKendrick are deacons of the day.

*If you are interested in learning about church membership, talk to Rev. Betsy.

Prayers
Continued Prayers: Bev Hall; Jackie Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Carolyn Bent;
Diane Travers; Judy Ellis’s daughter, Syreeta Peddlesden; Ron, brother-in-law to Betty & Ted;
Betty Simino; Donna Morgan’s nephew, Peter Jacunski; The family of Grover Morgan, Jr., Tom's
brother; Paula Tashjian; Debbie Grega — Amy Glennon’s mother; Betty Gray’s niece Heather;
Cathie Achorn’s sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby.

MESSIAH SING — THIS AFTERNOON!
Celebrate the season with the Assabet Valley Mastersingers’ Messiah Sing on Sunday,
December 14 at 3:30 PM at the Congregational Church of Westborough. Experience
Handel’'s Messiah in a participatory performance that brings our community together in
song. Whether you’re a seasoned singer or simply love music, this is your chance to lift
your voice and share in the joy of the holidays. Can’t join us in person?

Watch live on Facebook or join via Zoom: https://usO2web.zoom.us/s/85215751103
Webinar ID: 852 1575 1103
Passcode: Handel!
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT & COOKIE WALK
On December 21, during the service we will share our annual Christmas Pageant. We will

also be selling holiday cookies at the Cookie Walk after the pageant to benefit our music
ministry. Join us for refreshments and fellowship immediately after.

Attention Bakers!!
We need bakers for the Cookie Walk. Please drop cookies in the kitchen on Dec. 21, with a

note describing the cookies. Please specify if they contain nuts or other allergens. Thank
you, thank you, thank you!!

WEDNESDAY, DEC 24th AT 7PM - CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
We will have our Family Christmas Eve service at 7pm. Invite a friend or family member

to join you!




STEWARDSHIP 2026
“DREAMING GOD’S DREAM” “NO GIFT TOO SMALL, NO DREAM TOO BIG”

The Stewardship Committee wants to thank the 67 pledging units who have already
returned their pledge cards. Last year’s pledge total was 87; hence we encourage all
previous pledgers to participate again this year with whatever monies you feel are
appropriate. If you are a cash contributor, please submit a pledge card so your
contribution can be counted toward achieving the pledge goal. Pledge cards can be mailed
or dropped off in the mail slot outside the church’s parking lot door. If you need a pledge
card, please contact the church office at 508-366-2000 or you may phone in your pledge
to Dave Smith at 508-366-8174 and he will submit a proxy pledge card.

MISSIONS
2025 Giving Tree - Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts or gift cards for
Westborough children. Many children will have a wonderful surprise on Christmas
morning. It was wonderful to see all the gifts and deliver them to St. Luke's with gifts from
all the other churches in town. The Mission Team

Westboro Food Pantry - For the month of December, the Westborough Food Pantry is in
need the following: Hot cocoa, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Bar Soap. The Westborough Food
Pantry has thanked us for our continued support in helping to feed local families in need.
Over two hundred families have shopped at the Pantry over the last few weeks, which is
fifty more than they had expected. Please continue to consider donating additional (non-
perishable) food of all sorts to the white box. Thank you. The Mission Team

Dismas House — Do you like to cook for people who really appreciate your efforts? If so,
please consider making a meal for the men at Dismas House. The men are working
towards re-assimilating back into a normal life with friends and family after time in prison.
They really love home cooked meals. If you can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can
probably arrange to bring the meal. If you are a first-timer, one of our team can go with
you. You can stay for dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal. Nothing fancy, just
a tasty meal. If you can help, please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES ON WESTBOROUGH TV
Exciting news from our collaboration with Westborough TV! Our Sunday services will be
replayed TWICE a week every week. You'll be able to watch us on Mondays at 6:30PM
(please note, this is a half hour later than we have been), and again on Thursdays at
6:30PM. As a reminder, we're on Verizon channel 2124 (High Definition) and Verizon 24 &
Charter 191 (regular definition)
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Dec 14 Communion Sunday- Advent Il

10:00 AM Worship & Sunday School

3:30 PM Messiah Sing/Sanctuary

Dec 15 Monday - Office Closed

Noon PCCM Board/Kerygma Rm
6:30-8:00 PM  Cub Scouts/Vestry

7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Rm

Dec 16 Tuesday

6:30 PM Building Committee/Kerygma Rm

7:00-8:00 PM Bell Rehearsal

Dec 17 Wednesday
3:30-4:30 PM  Journey Home Singers
6:30-8:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal

Dec 18 Thursday

Dec 19 Friday
6:30-8:00 PM Cub Scouts/Vestry

Dec 20 Saturday

Morning PAGEANT REWHEARSAL

Dec 21 Sunday - Advent IV

10:00 AM Worship & Christmas Pageant
11:15 AM Cookie Walk/Vestry

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT & COOKIE WALK



