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IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN! 

It’s that time again. It’s July and that has meant at least one thing for me for as long as I can remember—the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Youth Conference (CPYC). This event has been a staple in my summer activities since I 
was 15 years old. Yes, 15 years old! And since you don’t have enough fingers and toes to count, that is 46 years. It 
was 46 years ago that I first packed my bags and headed off to Camp NaCoMe in Centerville, TN from Austin, 
TX. In those 46 years, I have been at NaCoMe or Bethel University, all but maybe 5 or 6 years. 

In those years, I have held every position but two. I was never a camp nurse, and I was never the director. But 
for everything else, I have at least dipped my toe in those roles: conferee (as a teen), adult advisor, recreation crew, 
recruiter for Bethel College, worship coordinator, presentations coordinator, preacher, tech guy, small group lead-
er, workshop leader, adult on Youth Ministry Planning Council (YMPC), van driver, and there may be something 
else (I’m 61, my mind isn’t as sharp). It has been a joy, and on Friday, I’ll pack my bags and head out to McKenzie 
once again. 

I know you are likely asking, “What’s wrong with you?” And there is a lot wrong, but this, this is a gift to me. I 
have always had a love for working with teenagers. In fact, I thought that’s what I would do my whole life. God 
had other ideas, I guess. But this event has been one that has brought life-changing moments.  

My life changed in the summer of 1981. It was after a worship service, during quite time, while walking under a 
tree on the left side of Owens Chapel at NaCoMe. It was at that spot that something strange happened. I truly felt 
the presence of God calling me to something. I remember looking up to the sky and saying these words, “God, I 
don’t know what you want me to do, so tell me.” From that moment on, I thought (I wasn't sure) that God was 
calling me to work with teenagers. 45 years later, I’m still doing it. 

The second moment actually happened after the event. You’ve heard me talk about it. It has been 35 years now 
that Jodi and I were in the van accident that claimed the lives of six young people. It happened later in July, but it 
never fails that when CPYC ends, I say a prayer for safe journeys home. I think part of me continues this tradition 
in honor of those six individuals.  

Why do I tell you all of this? Trust me, it is not to brag. I have been honored and blessed to have these mo-
ments. I think I share this because ministry happens in a lot of ways and for most adults, they have no idea how 
impactful a week away from home at camp can be. Talk with Deborah Rolman, Sandra Shepherd, the McCulleys, 
Ean, or any others who give a week of their time. Listen to the stories they tell of children and youth, free to be 
who God created them to be, without all the pressures of the world, experiencing God in a different way.  

If we are honest, worship on Sunday mornings isn’t really geared to those younger folks. Heck, some churches 
don’t even want children in the service! But for a week, they don’t have to sit still in their Sunday clothes and lis-
ten. They get to scoot around, maybe even dance the bunny hop, and sing songs that just hit differently. And some 
of those who work the camps now were those children years ago. They’re back because it impacted their faith 
journey and they want to do the same for others. 

So, I’ll be washing my clothes, making sure everything is packed, getting my communion sets (I’m helping with 
worship this week), printing my curriculum (I’m also a small group leader), loading up the truck with a cooler of 
water and Walmart junk food, and heading out on Friday afternoon. On Sunday, we will be joined by over 150 
young people, nine coming from Brenthaven. We will sweat, we will laugh, we may cry, we will have fun, act a little 
crazy, study, worship, craft, and probably get a game or two of spades in. It will be a blessed time! 

And if you’re still reading, I ask one favor. Pray. Pray this week for the youth, the staff (Sandra and Ean are also 
on staff.), and for God to do amazing things at CPYC. 

Grace and peace, 
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MISSIONS MINISTRY 

   Our very own Allie Crawford is a teacher at     
Norman Binkley Elementary School, a Title I 
school. We are collecting hygiene products again this 
year and the items listed below are needed for many  
of the students. There is a donation bin outside the 
church office. We will collect these items through 
Sunday, July 26.  

   The following items are needed: deodor-
ant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, 
chapstick, bar soap, washcloths, feminine 
hygiene pads, hairbrushes, ponytail hold-

ers/elastics or hair ties, shampoo, and lotion.  

 

   My Own Backyard Kids are going to college or 
living on their own; the Backyard leaders are graduat-
ing and growing up. With most of the mentorship 
group on the job or in college, we have some items 
that will support them as they move out on their own 
or onto college campuses.  

   Here are a few items we are collecting from Sunday, 
July 5 through Sunday, July 26: 

Cup of noodles or cup of soup (all in one, so 
no need for a bowl) 

Cracker packs (peanut butter, cheese, etc.) 

Disposable spoons/forks 

Cleaning wipes 

Paper towel rolls 

Travel tissues or travel hand wipes 

   Note: If you would rather give a gift card to Kroger 
or Walmart, you will support our purchase of towels 
or job uniform needs! (Please leave gift cards in the 
office.) Look for a donation bin in the Narthex.  

Thank you! 

BRENTHAVEN WOMEN’S MINISTRY   

    

Attention: All Bargain Hunters... 

YARD SALE! Friday, July 24, from 8–2       

and Saturday, July 25, from 8–12 

   We are accepting donations for our July Yard 
Sale, coming July 24–25. Please take your items    
to Room 108 (until after July 12, then place them  
on the Fellowship Hall stage). We are not accepting 
furniture, except for small accessories, such as lamps 
or side tables. And we are not accepting artwork or 
clothing and shoes.  

JOIN US  

   Join us for our monthly Monday Matinee,    
starting July 13, here at Brenthaven. Beat the heat 
and take a break as we enjoy fellowship and hear  
David’s story and view the series, House of David. 
(Does Hollywood share our Biblical views of David’s 
story? We will go home and ponder the scriptures.) 

   Fellowship Hall doors open at 12:15 pm. The film 
is from 12:30–1:30 pm. Invite a friend! Text or call 
Jeri Behan with questions at 615-604-8019. 

Sea you at 2:00 pm on July 12! 

Registration is Open                    

for Whale Sunday! 

Brenthaven.org/children  

YOUTH ROCKS MISSION TRIP 

   Thank you for supporting the Youth ROCKS 
Mission Trip! Because of your prayers, generosity, 
and encouragement, our students were able to serve, 
build relationships, and experience God’s work in 
new ways. This photo features some of the friends 
we met through Sound House Ministry, along with 
our honorary (or “adopted”) Youth ROCKS mem-
ber from White Oak Pond Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, Jayce. Thank you for investing in the faith 
and lives of these young people! 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

Recent Additions 

 Cherry Ann Bates (friend of Darleen Rush)  
 Kimberly Crowe 
 C.P.Y.C. 
 
Members 

 Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch, Phyllis Burkhalter, David 
Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen, Anna Ford, Carol 
Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul Gonzales, 
Madge Graves, Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy, 
Suzanne Johnson, Barbara Loyall, Dawn & Walter 
McBee, Marty Morris, Bill Moser, Rose O’Hara, Jack 
Phillips, Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil 
Slagle, Porter Stark, Scott Strickland, Cheryl & Don 
Tabor, Jane & James Talley 
 

 Family and Friends 

 Jon Bates (nephew of Kaye Holland), Gary Benefield (brother of 

Karen Benefield), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe Malloy), Mary Ruth 
Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl Campbell), Lauren (friend of 

Ame Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland (niece of Martha Stewart), John 
Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewart), Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law 

of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins (daughter-in-law of Kathy & Bill 

Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards (mother of John Edwards), Kristen 
Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Ferry (uncle of Aaron Ferry), 
Charlotte Galambos, Bill Garrett (son of Beverly Garrett), 

Miklos Gerendas, Dani Ghulam (friend of Sandra & Scott 

Shepherd), Gregg Gross (father of Ben Gross), Chazz Jones (friend of 

the Crafting group), Hudson Jones (friend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), 

River Leonard (daughter of co-worker of Sharon Malloy), Walter 
McBee, Jr. (son of Walter McBee, Sr.), Jim McCulley (father of Jay 

McCulley), Bettie Mason (friend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes 
(friend of Walter McBee), Lukas & Grace Rolman Mische (nephew

-in-law & niece of   Deborah Rolman), Colton Osborne (family friend of 

Rena Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice 
(son-in-law of Ben Davis), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), 

Troy Rhone (nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz 

Strickland), Bob Seigenthaler (friend of Bob Dozier) , Marjorie 
Shepherd (mother  of Sharon Malloy), Casey Sherwin  (co-worker of 

Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Judy Smith 
(friend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany Spradling, Caden Sullivan 
(grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina Sullivan, Jim Summitt (uncle of 

Blair Summitt), Forrest Sutton, Gary Tessar (friend of Jan 

Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Cheryl Tabor), Lynn 
Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam Warren (son of Cindi 

& John Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of Brooke Gross), Linda 
Williams (sister-in-law of Linda Pulley), those serving our 
country 
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MEMORIALS 

   In memory of Ben Davis 
       Lee Potter 

   In memory of Barbara Shoemake 
       Joe Shoemake 

BLOOD DRIVE 

   The next Blood Drive for Blood Assurance is on 
Friday, July 10, from 10:00 am–2:00 pm on their 
bus (in the Brenthaven parking lot). You can sched-
ule your donations at: bloodassurance.org/
brentwoodcommunity. Walk-ins are welcome. 

BABY CRAWFORD SHOWER 

   It’s a boy! Join us in celebrating  
Allie and Drew Crawford’s bundle 
of joy this Sunday, July 5, at noon in the 
Narthex. Nursery colors are orange, yellow, 
white, and light brown. The theme is suns   
and rainbows.  
   Allie is registered at www.babylist.com; 
search for Allie Crawford.  

LETTERS TO CAMPERS 

   Brenthaven has a wonderful tradition of sending 
mail to each year’s junior and middle school campers. 
Middle School Camp is July 12–17. Send letters ear-
ly and send them often!  

   This year’s middle school campers are Mack Terrell, 
Ellie Kate Fleming, Hank Terrell, Barrett Strickland, 
Haven DeVries, Ean Taylor (Director), Luke Deaton 
(Counselor), and Josh Malloy (Counselor). Mail to: 
Crystal Springs Camp, (camper’s name), 21 Crystal 
Springs Camp Rd, Kelso, TN 37348.  

http://www.babylist.com/


        July 2 11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)   

       July 3 OFFICE CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY  

       July 5 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship  
   12:00 PM Crawford Baby Shower (Narthex)  

 July 5–10 C.P.Y.C.  

      July 6 10:00 AM Young @ Heart (Adult Library)  

       July 9 11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)  

      July 10 10 AM–2 PM Blood Drive (Outside Bus) 

      July 12 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship   
   2–4 PM Children’s Whale (Fellowship Hall)  

July 12–17 MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMP     

BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
516 Franklin Road 
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909 

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M. 

PHONE: (615) 373-4826 
FAX: (615) 373-4869 

www.brenthaven.org 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JULY 5          

STAFF & LEADERSHIP 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor 

Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor  

Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry 

Linda Pulley, Director of Music 

Amity Marsh, Organist 

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.org) 

Session – The Elders 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027             Class of 2028 
Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell 
Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins 
Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott 
Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR JUNE 28 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (green)  

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; 

Psalm 45:10-17 or Song of Solomon 2:8-13; 

Zachariah 9:9-12 and Psalm 145:8-14; 

 Romans 7:15-25a;  
   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Stamp 

 OPERATING BUDGET 

Dedicated Giving                                       $.00 

Donations towards Budgeted Expense 11,575.00 

Weekly Need 10,835.00 

Received Year-to-Date 280,630.60 

Actual Spend Year-to-Date 286,777.61 

Difference   -6,147.01 


