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Vol. XCVIII Decatur, Illinois, June 17, 2026

Church and Neighborhood Picnic... a Ministry Opportunity!
On June 27, from noon until 3:00,we will be holding our 4th annual Church and
Neighborhood Picnic. Taking place on the side of our property, we will have:
e Bouncy house, face painting and games
e Tables set up under tents for food and fellowship
e Award-winning BBQ and other picnic favorites
e Live music from our stellar praise band
e Basketball with our newly-installed fiberglass backboard!
e  Firetruck!
This has proven to be a great gathering event over the years and we trust this year will
continue this great tradition. What makes this event great is participation! We want
everyone to see this event as a true ministry opportunity. It is tremendous way to
connect with one another, with the neighbors in our part of the city, and to experience
the true, loving fellowship Christ alive in our collective midst. There will be volunteer
opportunities to serve, but more important are the connections we make with one
another. Coming together as church-in-the-world is what this day is all about. Hope to
see everyone there!

Church and Neighborhood Picnic Volunteer Opportunities

In advance of our annual Church and Neighborhood Picnic, we encourage you to

consider volunteering your support in one or more of the following ways:

1. On Sunday, June 21, the Christian Action and Community Service (CACS)
committee is asking everyone to bring a non-perishable food donation to worship
and drop off in the shopping cart in the Connection Café. At the Neighborhood
Picnic on June 27, these donations will be organized into food baskets that anyone
attending the picnic may take home with them if they choose. You may also make
a monetary contribution by check or cash to Central Christian Church with a note
that proceeds are to go the Emergency Fund Request. We would appreciate
having this option completed by Monday, June 29th.

2. Inthe Welcome Center, there is an opportunity to sign up to serve a 1-2-hour shift
sometime during that afternoon. You can sign up to:

A. Set up beforehand
B. Clean up afterward
C. Monitor a station (tables, facepainting, sno cones, bounce house)

IMPORTANT SAVE-THE-DATE NOTICE FOR ALL CENTRAL WOMEN
All Central women are invited to a “Christmas in July” luncheon on Saturday, July 25
at Doherty’s Restaurant. Enjoy the music of Rosella Young’s “Kitchen Band,” delicious
buffet lunch and an opportunity to donate urgently needed items for God’s Shelter of
Love’s Emergency Overnight Shelter for women and children. Dorcas Disciples will host
this event and provide details soon.
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SUNDAY, JUNE21, 2026
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
IN-PERSON (SANCTUARY)
AT 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
AND LIVESTREAMED ON
WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG
AND FACEBOOK LIVE
AT 10:30 AM

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
IN-PERSON (GREAT HALL)
AND LIVESTREAMED ON

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG

AND FACEBOOK LIVE
AT 9:15 AM

Sermon for 6/21/26
Matthew 10:34-39
Michael E. Karunas

There will be no July 1st paper
Visitor, due to the holiday
week. We will have an email
Mid-Week email that week.

o=
Happy Birthday!! (6/21—7/4)

Bob Bischoff, Ron Dobbs, Janet Lyman,
Davie Poland, Paul Potter Il, Gail Prince,
David Martin, Carol Stoddard,
Kory Wilmot, Norm Lienemann,
Clare Rutherford, Emmy Osman,
Ron Ware, Mason Miller,
Dominick Bruns, Tim Pistorius,
Paul Stanley




Minister’s Article

Summer Milestone
Congratulations to Rev. Melinda McDonald on 11 years of ordained ministry this past Sunday,
June 14, 2026. Pictured at right on her ordination day, Rev. Melinda is wearing the stole that was
presented to her that day. She wore that same stole this past Sunday as she led worship. We are
grateful for Rev. Melinda’s journey in ministry and for the fact that it has led her to Central. She
describes her journey with the Disciples of Christ this way:

We never know where and how God will lead us to serve as disciples. | had spent many years of
discerning — what is it, Lord, that You would have me be? God’s Spirit led me to join a prayer
intercessor ministry that incorporates daily prayer, service, and evangelism; | credit being a
“Daughter of the King” as foundational to my spiritual preparation for ministry. | was a language
arts teacher in my first career and kept telling God that being a teacher was a fine ministry. |
became a lay preacher in 2004 for mid-week Communion. | have long known the power of stories
— to inspire, to educate — and have loved to share good things | have actively sought to deepen
my own spiritual life and am glad to share anything | have experienced in the hope of being
helpful to someone else for their own journey of discipleship.

| come to the Disciples of Christ after most of my life in another Christian ethos. | am so glad | found my “true home” in the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). First Christian Church in Greenville, SC is a congregation that is part of the North Carolina Christian Church.
The internship congregation affirmed God’s calling on my life and encouraged me to become a minister in the CC (DoC). | went through
the vocational call process and met with the Commission on Ministry while the Rev. John Richardson was Regional Minister. | was
ordained upon completion of the Master of Divinity degree at Gardner-Webb Divinity School in NC with people from all chapters of my
life present from my best friend since elementary school to seminary friends.

The DoC tenets | first saw on a poster hanging in the fellowship hall at my prospective internship church affirmed the theological
appropriateness of my serving as a Disciple of Christ. They include: valuing the Bible as a non-literal guide, worship that incorporates
full participation of all people; preaching that utilizes recent scholarship and is applicable to everyday life; openness to differing
opinions and welcoming to all people; the DNA of Disciples - ecumenism, community that relies upon the person of Christ rather than
creeds/dogma; the understanding that all Christians are ministers; the weekly celebration of Communion; and a description framework
for Christian living rather than a prescriptive one were consistent with my beliefs.

What began as a practical matter to find a new venue to serve as a ministry intern while in seminary was the beginning of finding my
true church home. | was in no hurry to "join" the Disciples immediately. | simply knew | was answering God's call to continue to prepare
for whatever God had in store for me regarding service... one step at a time. God created the call within; | was trying to follow Jesus a
little farther on The Way.

As | reflect upon ordination, the understanding of God’s ways are not our ways is clear. | would never have imagined leaving my
growing up denomination! But it was a natural segway to the
next steps to answering fully God’s call. | remain deeply

"WE ARE ALL SPIRITUALLY HUNGRY. WE ALL NEED humbled and honored to get to serve as a Disciples of Christ
SOMEONE TO WALK WITH US. TO JOURNEY WITH US. TO minster — with our tradition of having communion weekly. |

have served in other denominations (UMC, PCUSA) and |
treasure this aspect of our worship. | deeply appreciate my

GIVE US THE INSPIRATION... THAT'S WHAT A SPIRITUAL family and friends who have encouraged and supported this

DIRECTOR IS. THAT'S WHAT WE DO." calling from God. Loving God means we surely may step out of
our comfort zones “to give and give and give again”— what God
has given us... To spend ourselves without counting the cost — to
serve right gloriously our Creator God.

GIVE US THE COURAGE, TO GIVE US THE INCENTIVE, TO

Gw. . Carol CM(‘C‘&/D)’[[&

New Church Directory Coming... Save the Dates!

| Central will be putting together a new Church Directory in
2026! Universal Church Directories will be on campus at the
end of August to take portraits of all Central’s households. Be
on the lookout for more information coming the week of June
™ 22 (about how to sign up, etc...). But for now, save the dates of




Spiritual Hunger
| hope everyone is having a re-creating, soul-refreshing time this summer so far. The
blue skies and sunshine are certainly wonderful for our minds and souls, aren't they?
I will be sharing some quotes with you along the way in our Mid-Week and Visitor going
forward. | took a two-year program in 2020-2022 to earn a certificate in the Ministry of
Spiritual Direction from The Center for Spiritual Formation in Carlisle, PA. Note that
spiritual direction is NOT the same as faith/spiritual formation sessions | have been
offering. The one-on-one meetings that | have offered earlier this year are related to
your personal development as a disciple. Spiritual direction happens over a period of
time — maybe a year or more; these are monthly meetings focused mainly on a person’s
relationship with God — specifically our prayer lives. In contrast, the spiritual
development sessions | have offered are more like an annual physical checkup on what
are you doing to nurture your relationship with God focused on the question, What does
it mean for me to live a life in the spirit of Jesus Christ? If you care to talk more, just
email me for an appointment: melinda.mcdonald@cccdisciples.org.
Ever on the quest- alongside you, Rev. Melinda

Men'’s Fellowship Event on June 20

We are inviting all men of the church to a food and fellowship event at Troy Kinney’s
place (4652 Cresthaven, 62526). Date: Saturday, June 20. Time: 5:00. What to bring:
something you enjoy making that you’d be willing to share (Troy is making ribs. Pastor
Michael is bringing homemade ice cream). What else: Troy will have a couple of Bags
Boards set up for those that want to play along with a pool table inside. This event
follows conversations held at conclusion of the Fathers and Sons men’s group that met
this past winter. At that time we wanted to continue to offer events for men to come
together for fellowship. This is the first of those events. Please let the church office know
(central@cccdisciples.org) if you want to come, so that we know how many to expect.

VBS Outreach — Please Join Us!

This year our VBS Outreach Mission is to collect items for birthday kits for children
served by Webster Cantrell Youth Advocacy. We will collect these items through the
month of June. We are inviting the congregation to join us.

Here are the items we will be collecting: boxed cake mixes, cans of frosting, birthday
candles, napkins, decorations, small party favors. You could also create a birthday card
to include. We will be collecting them in the Friendship Center. Thanks for your support
of our VBS Mission Outreach.

Elderberries Program for July 2026

It’s time to celebrate summertime with our church family with a meal and program with
Elderberries! Wednesday, July 8th, Bob Craggs will entertain us musically, and then we’ll
have our cookout-themed meal of bacon cheeseburgers, cowboy beans, potato salad,
and an ice cream treat. Please RSVP by Thursday, July 2nd, by signing up at the
Welcome Center or table in the back of the Great Hall, or call or email the church office
(central@cccdisciples.org/217-428-4336). It’s important to RSVP so that we have enough
great food; if you find that you can no longer attend, please also let the office know. This
is a free meal, but love offerings are accepted to help keep the good food coming!

First Aid Volunteers Wanted
As part of our work to keep Central as safe as possible, the Safety Committee is looking
for medically trained/CPR certified persons within the congregation willing to be
available on Sunday mornings in case of emergencies. Please contact Stephani Martin
at stephbellinger79@gmail.com or sign up at the Welcome Center or at the back of the
Great Hall if you are willing to help during your regular service.

Card Shower!!
A little birdie told us that Ron Ware will be 90 years young on June 25th! Ron & Sandra
Ware spend their summers in Michigan, but they can receive mail at:
Ron & Sandra Ware, N3402 White Birch Rd., Watersmeet MI 49969.
Happy birthday, Ron!

Sunday (21)
8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
9:15-Sunday School
9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online
10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online

Monday (22)
9:15-Prayer Group with Lea West
11:00-Praise Band practice, Great Hall
1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407

Tuesday (23)
7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café
9:30-Christcare Stitchers, 3R
9:30-Card Ministry, 411/412
12:00-Personnel
3:30-MMTF Committee, Connection Café
4:00-Praise Band practice, Great Hall

Wednesday (24)
12:00-Caretaker staff meeting
1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407
1:00-PR/Evangelism committee
6:00-Contemporary Worship committee, FR

Thursday (25)
8:30-"Use Your Noodle” - U of | Ext. seminar
10:00-Alanon, 401
1:00-CACS Committee, Connection Café
6:00-Men’s Group, Disciples Room
6:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room

Friday (26)

Saturday (27)
12:00-Neighborhood Picnic

Sunday (28)

No Children’s Sunday School today
8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
9:15-Sunday School
9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online
10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online

Monday (29)
9:15-Prayer Group, 401
1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407

Tuesday (30)
7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café
9:30-ChristCare Stitchers, 3R

Wednesday (July 1)
1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407
6:00-Millikin Heights, 401

Thursday (2)
8:00-Emmaus Reunion Group, 401
10:00-Alanon, 401
2:00-Decatur Needle Arts, Disciples Room
3:00-Christian Ed committee, Connection Café
6:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room

Friday (3)

Church & Office Closed (Independence Day
observance)

Saturday (4) - Independence Day
Church & Office Closed

Sunday (5)
8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
9:15-Sunday School
9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online
10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online



mailto:central@cccdisciples.org
mailto:stephbellinger79@gmail.com

Serving Schedule — Sunday, June 21, 2026
Elders:
8:00 & 10:30 - David Martin, Linda Rowden
9:15 - Linda Rowden
Outreach Communion: Jeannie Backes, Christine Lyman-Harm, David
Martin, Gail Prince, Shirley Swarthout, David York
June Prep Deacons: Donna Dash, Molly & Shane* Major
Offering Deacons:
8:00 - Jane Davis, Julia Munos
9:15 - Ellen & Ryan Damery
10:30 - Jeannie Backes, Luke Kirby
Ushers:
8:00 - Team 1 - Carolyn Sunderlik, Capt., Dianne Devore
10:30 - Team 6 - Ron & Terry Grant, Mark Kincaid
Greeters:
8:00 - Carolyn McCall, Gail Prince
9:15 - Ellen & Ryan Damery
10:30 - Gregg & Linda Foltz
P.A. Operator:
8:00 - Bobby Munos
10:30 - Keith Backes
Liturgist:
8:00 & 10:30 - Keith Backes
9:15 - Rebecca Monroe
Contemporary Snack Table: Ellen & Ryan Damery
Contemporary Perishable Snacks: Donna Rutherford

Nursery and Children’s Sunday School Schedule

Sunday, June 21
Nursery: Abigail Clark, Stephani Martin, Jolie Witts

Children’s Sunday School: Christine Lyman-Harm, Stephani Martin,
Diana Ritter

Sunday, June 28
Nursery: Abigail Clark, Stephani Martin, Kate Neumann
Children’s Sunday School: No Children’s Sunday School today

Central Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
650 West William Street
Decatur, Illinois 62522
Telephone (217)428-4336
FAX (217)428-1700
www.cccdisciples.org
e-mail: central@cccdisciples.org
www.facebook.com/CCCDecatur

Serving Schedule — Sunday, June 28, 2026
Elders:
8:00 & 10:30 - Angie Ingram, David York
9:15 - David York
June Prep Deacons: Donna Dash, Molly & Shane* Major
Offering Deacons:
8:00 - Debbie Hoffert, Carolyn McCall
9:15 - Marci & Steve Baumann
10:30 - Keith Backes, Cole Shartzer
Ushers:
8:00 - Team 2 - Bruce Campbell, Capt., Liz Campbell, Charlotte Ballance
10:30 - Team 7 - George Virgil, Capt., Linda Virgil, Hugh & Linda Rowden
Greeters:
8:00 - Sandy Garver, Karen Penn
9:15 - Marci & Steve Baumann
10:30 - Brett Swallow
P.A. Operator:
8:00 - Donna Dash
10:30 - Luke Kirby
Liturgist:
8:00 & 10:30 - Ellen Hearn
9:15 - Marci Baumann
Contemporary Snack Table: Marci & Steve Baumann

“Like” and “Follow” us on Facebook

To “like” hit the thumbs-up icon.

To “follow” click on the ellipse icon {...).

You will see a list of options pop up.

Find the option marked “follow” and click on that.

Prayer Request Text-In!
Have a prayer request? Text PRAY to 217-
212-2173, or use the QR code to the left.
“PRAY” is the only word you should type.
Your phone then sends you a link to the
prayer request form to fill out. We would
love to pray with you and follow up, if you wish.

The Central Visitor (USPS 098-520) is published biweekly by Central
Christian Church, 650 W. William, Decatur, IL 62522.
Periodical Postage paid at Decatur, IL.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Central Visitor,
650 W. William St., Decatur, IL 62522.

Contemporary Perishable Snacks: Theresa Fulk
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