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There are a number of critical questions all of us
must consider if and when we take the time to pull
away from the busyness of life and its distractions.
Questions such as: Where did I come from?2 What is

the purpose of my lifez2 What happens when I die2

These types of questions are crucial, because our
answers to these questions have massive conse-
quences for our lives. Our answers to these ques-
tions inform how we live, what we pursue, our
understanding of right and wrong, how we treat
other people, and what we expect the future to
hold. Needless to say, finding trustworthy answers
to these questions is of the highest importance.
This booklet that you holdin your handsisdesigned
to help you do just that-find accurate answers to
life-critical questions. To find these answers, per-

haps the best place to begin is...the beginning.




WHERE DID |

COME FROM?

You have a beginning, but you are not THE beginning. Some-

one was here before you. And someone was here before that
person, and on and on it goes. Driving backwards up the fam-
ily tree leaves us with this question: Where did the first hu-
man(s) come fromé Now, we are approaching THE beginning.

Many hypotheses have been offered for the creation of hu-
mankind, but the most rational understanding of THE be-
ginning is creative design. To illustrate, let’s take a simple
example and argue from the lesser to the greater. You prob-
ably have some kind of phone close by. Your phone is fairly
complex. It can perform a number of different functions,
probably more than you even realize! Look at your phone.
Would it be reasonable to conclude that your phone was cre-
ated randomly or by chance? Could your complex phone be
the product of some plastic, metal, and wiring slowly gravi-
tating together, joining forces, and evolving into the finished
product you hold in your hands? That seems highly unlikely.
What about a big bang theory? Could your complex phone be
the byproduct of a powerful explosion? That seems doubtful
as well. Structure and order aren’t the byproducts of random
explosions. It’s probably safe to conclude that your phone
was designed and created by someONE-a person.



Here’s the argument from the lesser to the greater. Look in
the mirror. You are much more complex than a phone. You
have a central processing unit in your head-your brain-that
is made out of soft tissue. Your personal CPU can think, prob-
lem solve, and store long-term memories. It can generate 23
watts of power...and you’re not even plugged into an outlet!

Or, consider your eyes. They can focus on 50 different ob-
jects every second, and they can distinguish approximately
100 million different colors. As amazing and complex as your
brain and eyes are, we’ve only scratched the surface of the
amazing things your body can do. We haven’t even begun to
talk about your other senses (you can hear, smell, taste, and
feel), your ability to eat and process food, or your capacity to
experience emotions. It’s reasonable to conclude that you
are much more complex than your phone...and many other
things that require a creator (a book, a shoe, a t-shirt, etc.).

We are laboring over this idea of creative design, because it’s
so foundational to everything else. Let’s get back to the ques-
tion at hand-where did the first human(s) come from? If we
answer this question, then we’ve essentially answered the
question of where we ourselves have come from.

We've eliminated the hypotheses that rest on evolution or a
big bang. What'’s left? What’s most rational? CREATIVE DE-
SIGN. So, who’s the Creator? The very first book of the Bible-
Genesis—leaves no doubt.



In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth (Genesis 1:1).

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and
over the cattle and over all the earth, and over ev-
ery creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” God
created man in His own image, in the image of God
He created him; male and female He created them
(Genesis 1:26-27).

The most historically validated book ever to exist, the book
with the highest level of literary integrity-the Bible-declares
GOD as the creator of all things, including humanity. And God
didn’t just create the first two humans and then leave procre-
ation in their hands. God is actively and intimately involved

in the creation of each and every human soul.

For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my
mother’s womb. I will give thanks to You, for I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your works,
and my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hid-
den from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully
wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes have seen
my unformed substance; and in Your book were all writ-
ten the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there
was not one of them (Psalm 139:13-16).

You are not random. You are not an accident. You are not a
simple product of biology. You are the hand-crafted product
of an all-powerful Artist who lovingly spent nine months put-
ting together every little detail of you. Lift your eyes to your
Creator and give Him honor by thanking Him for making you.
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WHAT IS THE

PURPOSE OF
MY LIFE?

Now that we’ve answered the foundational question about

where we’ve come from, it’s appropriate to ask why we are
here and what we were meant to do. A great king once wres-
tled with this very question, and he wrote down his inner
struggle in the Book of Ecclesiastes (found in the Old Testa-
ment of the Bible). He tried to find satisfaction by indulging
any and every desire-acquiring wisdom, drinking excessive-
ly, amassing wealth and possessions, building an elaborate
kingdom, taking any woman he pleased, etc. He enjoyed ev-
erything you've ever wanted in this life and more. This is his
conclusion after he “lived the good life”:

Then I became great and increased more than all who
preceded me in Jerusalem. My wisdom also stood by me.
All that my eyes desired I did not refuse them. I did not
withhold my heart from any pleasure, for my heart was
pleased because of all my labor and this was my reward
for all my labor. Thus I considered all my activities which
my hands had done and the labor which I had exerted,
and behold all was vanity and striving after wind and
there was no profit under the sun (Ecclesiastes 2:9-11).



In our vocabulary, it was all for nothing. At the end of this
pleasure pursuit, the king realized it was all an empty and
useless endeavor-like trying to chase and capture the wind.
In addition, this great king was distressed by the seemingly
meaningless cycle of life and death. People are born, they
spend their lives working really hard, and then they die. At
the end of his book, however, something “snaps into focus”
for the king. He looks to something and Someone above the
sun and beyond this life. His realization comes out in his final

conclusion-a summary statement of sorts.

After having everything the world could offer, this king con-
cluded that the purpose of life (or more specifically, what we
as created beings were designed to do) is to fear God and keep
His commandments. At first glance, this doesn’t sound very
enticing. However, there is an all-surpassing joy in pursuing
this purpose for which we were made. Before we consider
this all-surpassing joy, though, we need to dig a little deeper
into the coming judgment that the king foreshadowed in his
conclusion.



WHAT HAPPENS

WHEN | DIE?

If, as the author of Ecclesiastes concluded, the purpose of life

is to acknowledge the greatness of God and to respond to His
greatness by following Him and keeping His commandments,
then even more questions come forward. Is there a future ben-
efit for those who fear God and keep His commandments?2 What
about those who do not fear God and keep His commandments2
To summarize, What happens when we die?

Turning to the Bible again, we can see that everyone will be
judged after this life. On the one hand, the righteous will re-
ceive life that never ends. On the other hand, those who are
evil will receive a second death that never ends, and this sec-
ond death will consist of suffering by fire.

And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and
after this comes judgment, so Christ also, having been of-
fered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a sec-
ond time for salvation without reference to sin, to those
who eagerly await Him (Hebrews 9:27).

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the
body, according to what he has done, whether good or
bad (2 Corinthians 5:10).



Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all
who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come
forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of
life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection
of judgment (John 5:28-29).

[God] who will render to each person according to his
deeds: to those who by perseverance in doing good seek
for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to
those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the
truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.
There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of
man who does evil... (Romans 2:6-9a).

And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing
before the throne, and books were opened; and anoth-
er book was opened, which is the book of life; and the
dead were judged from the things which were written in
the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up
the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up
the dead which were in them; and they were judged, ev-
ery one of them according to their deeds. Then death and
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the sec-
ond death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the

lake of fire (Revelation 20:12-15).

The Bible-the Word of God to us-leaves no gray area here.
Those who “did the good deeds” received a resurrection of
life, but those who “did the evil deeds” received a resurrec-
tion of judgment in a lake of fire. At this point, it is impera-
tive to figure out how to do the good deeds and not do the evil
deeds, so that you may receive a resurrection to life.



AN

INSURMOUNTABLE
PROBLEM

If righteousness leads to life after death and if wickedness

leads to a second death, then you must ask yourself this next
crucial question-what do I have to do to be judged by God as
righteous and not evil?

It helps to understand the biblical definition of righteous-
ness. In the original language of the New Testament (Greek),
righteousness when related to humanity’s position before
God refers to someone who is “upright,” because he or she
meets God’s standard. This person keeps God’s command-
ments and thereby is declared innocent by the highest Judge-
God Himself.

Turn this courtroom scenario on yourself. Have you kept
God’s commandments? Do you meet the standard of righ-
teousness that God requires for a “not guilty” verdict? Will
you be declared innocent when you stand before Him?

A common litmus test that people can use to determine
whether or not they are innocent before God is the Ten Com-
mandments of the Bible. While there are numerous com-
mandments given in the Bible, the Ten Commandments give
a general overview of what God requires.
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1st Commandment
You shall have no other gods before Me

2nd Commandment
You shall not make for yourself an idol

3rd Commandment
You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain

4th Commandment
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy

5th Commandment
Honor your father and your mother

6th Commandment
You shall not murder

7th Commandment
You shall not commit adultery

8th Commandment
You shall not steal

gth Commandment
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor

10th Commandment
You shall not covet

So, how do you stack up? Have you ever taken the name of
God in vain (#3)? Did you always honor your father and moth-
er (#5)? Have you murdered anyone (#6)? Have you ever had
sexual relations with someone who is not your husband or
wife (#7)? Have you ever stolen anything (#8)? Have you ever
lied (#9)? Have you ever wanted something that didn’t belong
to you (#10)? Are you beginning to sweat?



Most people consider themselves “good,” or at least “pret-
ty good.” However, they apply the wrong standard. They ei-
ther compare themselves to people who they think are more
wicked than they are, or they simply minimize the bad things
they’ve done by claiming that “good” and “bad” are relative
terms. That is, since different people define what is good or
bad for themselves, no one should be judged by someone else
as either good or bad.

What about God’s standard? As the One who created us, it
is His standard that matters. He defines what is good and
what is evil. So again, how do you stack up? If you’re being
honest, you probably have taken God’s name in vain (#3). You
probably didn’t always honor your father and mother (#5).
You probably have stolen something, even if it was relatively
small (#8). You probably have lied before (#9). You probably
have wanted something for yourself that belonged to some-
one else (#10). And it’s quite possible that you've had sexual
relations with someone who is not your husband or wife (7).
Now, even if you haven’t broken the seventh commandment,
listen to how the Son of God Himself-Jesus—interprets this
commandment.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit
adultery’; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a
woman with lust for her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:27-28).

Getting to the source of wickedness-the “heart” of the mat-
ter-Jesus states that someone who looks on another person
with sexual desire essentially has committed adultery with
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that person in his or her heart. But at least you haven’t killed
anyone, right? Not so fast. Listen to how Jesus interprets this
commandment:

“You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not
commit murder’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be
liable to the court.” But I say to you that everyone who is
angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court;
and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,
shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever
says, ‘You fool, shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery
hell” (Matthew 5:21-22).

Jesus goes to the source again, and he pronounces guilt over
those who have had bitter anger in their hearts against oth-
ers (it is the inner anger, after all, that is the source of the act
of murder). Again, if you're being honest with yourself, you're
not going to find righteousness or innocence when you look
into the mirror. Instead, you're going to find wickedness and
guilt. It’s not just you, though. You are in a worldwide compa-
ny. The Bible states that all of us are guilty before God.

As it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one;
there is none who understands, there is none who seeks
for God; all have turned aside, together they have become
useless; there is none who does good, there is not even
one. Their throat is an open grave, with their tongues
they keep deceiving, the poison of asps is under their
lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness; their
feet are swift to shed blood, destruction and misery are in
their paths, and the path of peace they have not known.
There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Romans 3:10-
18).
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And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which
you formerly walked according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air,
of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedi-
ence. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts
of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the
rest (Ephesians 2:1-3).

For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, de-
ceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending
our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another
(Titus 3:3).

...the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it
does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even
able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God (Romans 8:7-8).

As people, we aren’t as good as we think we are. In fact, we
are far worse. But maybe God will overlook our mistakes,
since the Bible also states that He is loving, right? The prob-
lem with that thought is that it makes God one-dimensional.
God not only is loving, but He also is just. A good judge does
not allow a lawbreaker to go unpunished. To do so actually
would be unjust. If someone committed a crime against you
(for example, stealing your bank account information and
spending all of your money), how would you feel if the judge
simply overlooked the crime and allowed the criminal to go
free? This would be a perversion of justice and you would
demand that the crooked judge be removed from his posi-
tion. A nation’s citizens want to be protected by good judges
who correctly apply and enforce the nation’s laws.
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God is a good judge, and His character will not allow Him to
pervert justice and let the guilty go unpunished. This means
that we deserve punishment from God and that He is right in
giving us the punishment we deserve. This is bad news for us,
but there is hope.



PUNISHMENT DESERVED,

BUT PARDON OFFERED

Well, what kind of punishment do we deserve? Does God re-

quire us to pay a fine? Will we have to do time in prison? Actu-
ally, the punishment we deserve is far worse. We deserve the
same punishment we looked at earlier when we considered
the judgment that is coming after we die. Let’slook at it again.

Disobedience and sin are great offenses to a perfect and holy
God. Committing crimes against the highest king results in
the most severe of punishments. This dire sentence that is
rendered against all humanity (because all have sinned; see
Romans 3:10-18) is spelled-out in this Scripture:

For the wages of sin is death... (Romans 6:23a).

Even worse, this death sentence is an eternal death/punish-
ment:

...dealing out retribution to those who do not know God
and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Je-
sus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of
His power... (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9).

“Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from
Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been
prepared for the devil and his angels;””(Matthew 25:41).
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“These will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life” (Matthew 25:46).

Revelation 20:10 emphasizes that this punishment will never
end and Revelation 20:15 states that the wicked whose names
are not in the Book of Life will be thrown into this fire.

And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false
prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever (Revelation 20:10).

And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation
20:15).

This is the worst news that any of us could hear. You might
even be tempted to stop reading this booklet and to throw
it away out of denial and anger. But please keep reading, be-
cause the worst news paves the way for the best news.

Even though each of us has a death sentence hanging over us
on account of the heinous crimes we’ve committed against
God, this same God-out of His love, mercy, and grace-offers
us the opportunity to be pardoned! Imagine that you were
standing before a judge about to receive the most severe sen-
tencing for your crimes when an innocent man walks into the
courtroom and offers to take your punishment in your place.
This is what God offers to us in His Son, Jesus Christ.



Jesus-who is divine, uncreated, and part of the three-in-one
God-willingly entered into time and space by being born of a
virgin and becoming a human like us. He was 100% God and
he was 100% man at the same time, and He took on human
flesh for one purpose-to save sinners like us.

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark
10:45).

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish,
but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

Jesus came to give His life as a ransom. That is, to offer His
life as payment for our forgiveness and freedom. He is a gift
from God to rescue people from death and to give them eter-
nal life. But how does Jesus do this?

When Jesus took on humanity, He did something that none
of us have ever done-He never sinned. Because He never
sinned, He could use His perfect innocence to voluntarily
take on our sins and the punishment we deserved. If Jesus
had sinned Himself, then He couldn’t serve as a substitute for
us, because He would have had to have been punished for His
own crimes. Instead, His obedience allowed Him to take on
the punishment we deserve for our disobedience.

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2
Corinthians 5:21).
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Towards the end of Jesus’ life, He was falsely charged by the
Jewish officials in Jerusalem, but God was using their sin to
work out His plan. Jesus received a death sentence, because
the Jews didn’t believe that Jesus was speaking the truth
when He claimed to be God’s anointed King who was sent to
save His people. So, the Son of God endured the most excru-
ciating of deaths-the Roman crucifixion-and He did it out
of obedience to God in accordance with God’s plan to make
known His glorious grace through the salvation of sinners.

“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down
His life for the sheep” (John 10:11).

“For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down
My life so that I may take it again. No one has taken it
away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I
have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take
it up again. This commandment I received from My Fa-
ther” (John 10:17-18).

Jesus’ crucifixion is a display of God’s glory on account of His
grace and mercy. It is both wonderful and humbling to think
that God would offer up His innocent Son to be murdered as
a sacrifice for rebellious sinners like us. The life of the inno-
cent is killed to redeem the lives of the guilty. Jesus’ blood is
shed to turn away God’s wrath from us and to satisfy divine
justice. The penalty is paid and the criminals receive mercy
and pardon. For those who trust in Jesus Christ, God takes
the righteousness (innocence and obedience) of Jesus Christ
and applies it to them. What a transaction! His blood to for-
give our sins. His death to secure our life. This grace offered
to us is nothing short of amazing!
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In Him we have redemption through His blood, the for-
giveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His
grace (Ephesians 1:7).

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the
unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit (1 Peter
3:18).

...being justified as a gift by His grace through the re-
demption which is in Christ Jesus (Romans 3:24).

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and
of death. For what the Law could not do, weak as it was
through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He con-
demned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the
Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit (Romans 8:1-4).

Jesus’ work wasn’t done on the cross, though. He rose from
the grave, conquering death once and for all. As the One who
has authority over death, He lovingly offers resurrection life
in conjunction with the forgiveness of sins. If the wages (pun-
ishment) of sin is death, then the penalty of death is removed
for those whose sins are not counted against them. Notice the
good news that reverses the bad news that we saw from the
first part of Romans 6:23, along with a couple more texts that

speak to resurrection life.

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23).
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This message is what the Bible calls the gospel, which means

“good news.” Yes, forgiveness of sins and life after death is very
good news. It’s the best news ever and it’s available to you. But
how can you respond to and receive these gracious gifts?
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RESPONSE

REQUIRED

The good news keeps getting better. The gracious gift of salva-

tion isjust that-a gift-meaning it’s free. You don’t have to take
a class, answer a series of questions, or pass a test to receive
God’s salvation. You don’t have to first rid your life of all your
bad habits. You don’t have to go through a religious confirma-
tion or ritual. The simple response to the free offer of forgive-
ness and life from God through Christ is repentance (chang-
ing the mind about who Jesus is and turning away from your
sin to Him) and faith.

Placing faith in Jesus Christ means that you believe Jesus is
everything He says He is and that He did everything the Bible
says He did. It means that you believe these truths:

- Jesusis eternal and divine, equal to God the Father

- Jesus became a man by being born of a virgin

+ Jesus never sinned

- Jesus died on the cross, spilling His blood as an offering for sin

- Jesus rose from the grave, securing eternal life for His followers

If you change your mind about who Jesus is, believe in Him,
and turn away from your sin, then you will be forgiven and
saved. The Word of God confirms this repentance-and-faith
response as the means through which a sinner accepts and
receives the grace and salvation of God.
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That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, re-
sulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confess-
es, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says, “Who-
ever believes in Him will not be disappointed.” For there
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same
Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on
Him; for “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will
be saved” (Romans 10:9-13).

Then He opened their minds to understand the Scrip-
tures, and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the
third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins
would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, be-
ginning from Jerusalem” (Luke 24:45-47).

Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; but these have been written so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
you may have life in His name (John 20:30-31).

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be
wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord (Acts 3:19).

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of
works, so that no one may boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).

A marvelous truth becomes apparent when these salvation
texts are read and understood. Although salvation is received
through our response, we do not save ourselves. Our salva-
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tion is TOTALLY accomplished by God! He is the One who
overcomes our stubborn hearts. He is the One who draws our
attention to Christ. He is the One who forgives and applies
the righteousness of Christ to us. He is the One who grants
us resurrection life. As Ephesians 2:8-9 states (above), we are
saved by God’s grace through the response of faith. As Paul-
the writer of Ephesians—emphasizes, this salvation does not
come from ourselves and is not the result of our “works” or
“deeds.” It is the gift of God.

These realities only lift God’s grace to new heights and drive
our love for Him to new depths. We cannot find any sense of
pride in our salvation. It’s all Him, and this has a humbling ef-
fect on us. All we can do is forever thank Him with our deep-

est gratitude as those who have been rescued from death to
life. Notice how the following texts highlight the truth that
our salvation is God’s work, not ours.




Having read through the realities of God as the Creator and

Judge of all things, people as sinners who deserve punish-

ment from the eternal Judge, and Jesus Christ as the peace
offering given to us by the grace and mercy of God, only one
question remains—how will you respond to Jesus Christ?




WILL YOU BELIEVE
THAT JESUS IS THE

CHRIST, THE SON OF
THE LIVING GOD?

Jesus poses the same question to you that He posed to His
first disciples.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea
Philippi, He was asking His disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John
the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremi-
ah, or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus said to him,
“Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood
did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven”

(Matthew 16:13-17).

Who do you say Jesus is? May God open your heart to hear
these truths and to “see” Jesus for who He really is. May God
open your heart to respond to the message of Christ, just as
He opened the heart of a woman named Lydia many years ago
torespond to the gospel (see Acts 16:14-15). May God shine His
light on your eyes and overcome the devil’s attempts to blind
and deceive you.
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And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who
are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might
not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves but
Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-ser-
vants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Light shall
shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our
hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of

God in the face of Christ (2 Corinthians 4:3-6).

Dear friend, believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.
If you feel convicted over your sin and you understand that
Christ is offering you forgiveness and life, do not harden your
heart. Cry out to God for mercy. Confess to him that you are a
sinner deserving of death. And with tear-stained joy, put your
faith in the One who suffered in your place and rose from the
dead. If you are genuinely believing in Jesus Christ with all of
your heart, then rejoice, dear sinner! You have been adopted
as a child of God. You are cleansed, ransomed, redeemed, for-
given, saved, and secured for eternal life. The angels in heav-
en are rejoicing over you (see Luke 15:7).
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WHAT SHOULD

| DO NOW?

If you are a regenerated believer in Jesus Christ by grace
through faith, then may the God of heaven and earth be
praised and glorified! You have been added as a citizen to
God’s Kingdom. So, what should you do now?

Find a Local Church

This Kingdom has local “branches” of citizens all over the
world and when God adds Kingdom citizens, He adds them
to these local branches. They are called churches. The word
“church” represents the people who gather together to wor-
ship God, serve God, serve one another, and tell others about
the salvation of Jesus Christ. It’'s so much more than a name
for the building where these people gather.

When God saves a sinner, He saves him or herinto His church.
In the New Testament of the Bible, there is no such thing as a
follower of Christ who does not identify with a local church.
We need the church (the people) to help us follow Christ and
to help us figure out how we can be useful to God. At the same
time, other members of the church need us to help them fol-
low Christ and figure out how to be useful to God. The local
church provides opportunity for believers to give to and re-
ceive from one another as they all aim to obey God and follow
Jesus.
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Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wa-
vering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consid-
er how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,
not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the hab-
it of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more
as you see the day drawing near (Hebrews 10:23-25).

There is much more that could be said about why Christ fol-
lowers need to join a local church. The end of the matter,
though, is this—Christ followers join a local “body” of believ-
ers out of obedience to God’s design, and the local church is a
local identification of those who belong to Him.

Which church should you join? Well, not all churches are
created equal. In fact, some organizations that use the name
“church” aren’t even churches in the biblical sense of the
word. The primary concern in looking for a church is find-
ing a group of people who place a high value on knowing and
obeying God by knowing and obeying what is taught in the
Bible. In short, you need a Bible-believing, gospel-preaching
church. This kind of church has a Sunday gathering where
the worship of God-not entertainment-is the primary focus.
This kind of church prioritizes the teaching of the Bible that
is true to its original meaning. The telltale sign of this kind of
church is a Sunday gathering in which a qualified preacher
delivers an explanation of a Bible passage. After he explains
the text, he then provides applications to the church that are
derived from the text and reflect the gospel of Jesus Christ.

This is the type of church we endeavor to be at First Baptist
Church Centerton. While we are far from a perfect church,
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we aim to glorify God by worshiping Him, by making the gos-
pel known in Northwest Arkansas and around the world, and
by taking care of one another in the name of Christ. You can
learn more about our church and how to connect with us at
www.fbeeenterton.org.

Be Baptized

In addition to finding a local church, being baptized is a
critical step for those who have been saved by God through
Christ. In fact, receiving baptism is the first commandment
for any new Christian. In the New Testament, we see that be-
ing baptized is the first thing a believer does after his or her
conversion to Christ.

Baptism is an outward act that symbolizes the transforma-
tion that God has accomplished in the heart. Going down
into the water symbolizes the believer’s death with Christ.
The believer has been crucified with Christ and has died to
sin and self. As the believer emerges from the water, a picture
of new birth and new life is painted. Jesus has cleansed and
purified the sinful heart with His blood. Christ has made the
believer new.

Finding a local church (mentioned above) is helpful, because
a pastor can talk to you about your conversion and help you
understand the meaning and necessity of baptism. He and
his church can affirm your faith, and he can baptize you in
water. Here are some texts that speak to the importance of
baptism.
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Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart,
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren,
what shall we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and each
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the for-
giveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:37-38).

Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-not the
removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for
a good conscience-through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ (1 Peter 3:21).

Baptism is a public profession of a clear conscience that
speaks to how God saved you by grace through faith in Jesus
Christ, and it is your first act of obedience as a Christian.

Pursue Discipleship and Growth

You’'ll notice the mention of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38
(above). The Holy Spirit-the third Person of the three-in-one
God-entersinto Christians when they believe in Jesus Christ.
The Spirit seals Christians for eternal life (see Ephesians 1:13-
14, true believers will not lose their salvation-see also John
10:27-30 and Hebrews 3:14), gives them gifts that they can use
to serve God (see 1 Corinthians 12:4-13), helps them overcome
sin (see Galatians 5:16-21), and encourages them to obey God’s
commands (see Ezekiel 36:25-27). This outward evidence-or
“fruit”-of the Holy Spirit living inside of believers separates
the true Christians from the pretenders (see Galatians 5:22-
24). While Christians still sin, their lives will be marked by
obedience to God and true repentance when they do sin. Je-
sus stresses the necessity of doing what God commands and

30



not just giving lip-service to the Lord. The ones who obey are
the ones who truly have been saved and belong to Him.

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father
who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and
in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name per-
form many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice law-
lessness’” (Matthew 7:21-23).

For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor,
on the other hand, a bad tree which produces good fruit.
For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not
gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a
briar bush. The good man out of the good treasure of his
heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of
the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth
speaks from that which fills his heart (Luke 6:43-45).

The apostle John-following the teaching of his Lord Jesus
Christ-reiterates what Jesus said, emphasizing that the obe-
dient ones are the ones who truly have come to know Him.

By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we
keep His commandments. The one who says, “I have
come to know Him,” and does not keep His command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever
keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been per-
fected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one who
says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same

manner as He walked (1 John 2:3-6).
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The ones who truly know God through Christ and live lives con-
sistent with what they profess are called disciples. A disciple is
a pupil or student who accepts and lives by the teaching of his
or her master. The disciple learns from the teacher and then
adjusts his or her life according to what he or she is taught. For
Christians, we are disciples who follow our Master-Jesus Christ.
We have a good Master. To His praise, our Master died for us and
leads us to eternal life with God.

As stated above, the Holy Spirit is the primary catalyst that helps
a disciple overcome sin and obey the commands of Christ. At the
same time, the Holy Spirit works in and through believers as they
live together and pursue God together as a church. This is anoth-
er area where the church is indispensable. The Holy Spirit is at
work inside of hearts when qualified teachers explain the Bible
and offer appropriate applications, when believers discuss what
the Bible teaches and how they are being changed, and when be-
lievers encourage one another and hold each other accountable.
All of these opportunities happen within the local church. New
Christians need qualified teachers and other seasoned Chris-
tians to help them “grow up” in the faith and become “mature” in
Christ (see Ephesians 4:14-16, 2 Peter 3:18, and Colossians 1:28).

Serve God for the Advancement of the Gospel
As abeliever in Jesus Christ and therefore part of his “body,” you
have been given spiritual gifts by the Holy Spirit to serve God
and advance His good news. In fact, you have been handcrafted
through God’s salvation to complete specific tasks for Him.

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of
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works, so that no one may boast. For we are His work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them
(Ephesians 2:8-10).

Once again, Christians discover their gifts through the local
church and use them in conjunction with the local church. Pas-
tors and other believers can help you discover your giftedness
and point you to opportunities to exercise your gifts. Whatever
your giftedness, all of God’s children who comprise His church
are called to use their gifts for the advancement of the message
of Christ. Jesus commanded His first disciples to go and “make
disciples” of all the nations (see Matthew 28:18-20) and if you are
disciple, then this command applies to you as well. As part of a
local church, you will have opportunities to partner with fellow
believers for local evangelism and cross-cultural missions (tak-
ing this good news to those who have never heard it before). In
addition, you have unique “gospel” opportunities all around you.
You can spread this good news by telling it your family, friends,
coworkers, classmates, etc. What a joy to tell others about the
good news of Jesus Christ, so that they may receive the same for-
giveness and eternal life that you have received!

BELIEVE IN THE LORD JESUS, AND YOU WILL BE SAVED

In closing, thank you for taking the time to read this booklet. It is
an unashamed attempt to persuade you of the reality of God as Cre-
ator and Judge-the One before whom you will stand after you die.
I hope and pray that God opens your eyes to see His holiness, your
sin, and the beauty and grace of Jesus Christ in His sacrifice on the
cross. His mercy is offered to you freely. O dear sinner, “believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

Joshua Babb (Pastor of Preaching and Teaching)
First Baptist Church Centerton

33



LIFE-CRITICAL

QUESTIONS

WHERE DID YOU COME FROM?

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF YOUR LIFE?

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO YOU WHEN YOU DIE?

These are some of life’s most serious questions each of us
must face sooner or later. In Life-Critical Questions, these
types of questions are considered and answered with guid-
ance from the world’s most historically-validated book, the
Bible. May God use the words on these pages to show you

His salvation in Jesus Christ and lead you to life.

| sought the Lorp, and He answered me, and delivered me from all my
fears. They looked to Him and were radiant, and their faces will never be
ashamed. This poor man cried, and the Lorb heard him and saved him out
of all his troubles. The angel of the Lorp encamps around those who fear
Him, and rescues them. O taste and see that the Lorp is good; how bless-
ed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

Psalm 34:4-8



