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Timothy’s mom packed food and clothes into a box.
“Timothy,” she said, “I'm giving these things to a family
who needs help. There are two children in the family.
Would you like to put something in the box for them?”

What should | give them? Timothy wondered.

Later, Timothy and his dad walked to the apple market on
the farm. Timothy pointed to a sign. “Can you read it for
me, Dad?"” he asked.

“Sure!” said Dad. “The sign says, ‘Buy the best apples
here”” Dad chuckled. “At Apple Acres, we like to think
we have the best-tasting apples around. And we want to

give our customers the very best!

an idea. He ran to find his friends.

Suddenly, Timothy had




Cubbie Bear, Katie Collie and Luvie Lamb met Timothy at the petting zoo
fence. “Listen up!” said Timothy. “There are two children who don’t have
many nice things. | think we should each give them something that's our
very best.”

“Good idea!” said the friends.

The next day, the friends met back at the fence. “What did you bring,
Luvie?” asked Timothy.

“| went to Lamb’s Meadow and picked the prettiest flower | could find,”
said Luvie.

“What did you bring, Katie!” asked Timothy.

“| brought my favorite ball,” said Katie. “It lights up when you throw it!”

“Cool!” said Timothy. “Cubbie, what did you bring?”
“I brought this bottle of honey from the market,” said Cubbie.
“Hey!” cried Timothy. “The bottle is empty!”

“Yes, | was hungry, so | ate the honey,” Cubbie explained. “But
the kids can put the bottle on a shelf. The bear sort of looks
like me, don’t you think?"”

“Cubbie, are you sure that’s your best gift?” asked Katie Collie.

“Um ... no,” said Cubbie, with his head down. Then he left for
a minute and came back with a full bottle of honey. “I was saving
this bottle for my snack, but now | want the kids to have it.”

“Great, Cubbie!” said Timothy. “I'll add my best toy tractor
to the box. | think the kids will really like our gifts. Thanks,
everyone, for giving your very best!”
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God Is the One True God

Bible Reference: 2 Chronicles 3-7

Wow! It was very kind of Timothy and his friends to give
their best gifts to the children. @, what would you have
given to the children? Would it be hard to give your best
gift? Why or why not?

(Open your Bible to 2 Chronicles 3-7.) The Bible tells us
about a time when some people, called the Israelites, gave
their best gifts to God. God told the Israelites how to build
a big, beautiful temple where they could worship God. The
people loved God and they were happy to give their best
gifts of gold, silver and precious jewels to decorate the
inside and outside of God'’s temple (I Chronicles 29).

After the temple was built, the people sang and played
instruments for the Lord. (Pretend to each play an
instrument.) They sang, “God is good, and His love lasts
forever!” They bowed down to pray and thank God. (Bow
your heads in prayer and thank God for His love.)

God told King Solomon, the king of the Israelites, not to
worship any other gods but God. (Hold up one finger.) @
God is the one true God. God wanted all the Israelites to
worship only Him. In Matthew 4:10, Jesus says:

@, you can worship God too. When you show love and
respect to God because of how awesome He is, we call
that worship.

We worship when we show love to God. What are the children
on this page doing to love God? (Singing to God, reading
the Bible, giving money to God at church.) @, what are
other ways you could show love to God? (E.g., pray, give
God your best, memorize His words in the Bible, help
out at Cubbies or church, be kind to others.)

@. we also worship when we respect God. We respect God
by treating Him as the awesome God He is. God is more
awesome than anyone: He created everything; He knows
everything; He is perfectly good and never sins; He is more
powerful than anything! We can respect God by bowing our
heads when we pray, listening to His words in the Bible and
obeying Him. '
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Memorize

Mark the version of the verse that is most appropriate for your Cubbie.
The short version is in bold.

SHORT LONG
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Matthew 4:10

... “Worship the Lord your God,
And serve Him only.”

- Worship — showing love and respect to God
because of how awesome He is

Not 10 or Il — You finished Bear Hug 7!
Place your Red Apple sticker at the top of the page.

Review

The short version is in bold.

Ephesians 6:1

Under. the

Apple Tree

Parents — Let your child choose one way to worship God

this week. Give your child ideas, such as drawing a picture
for God, singing a song for God, giving his or her own

money or toys to help a needy family, etc. Pray together that

God would help both you and your child to worship Him
with love, respect and gladness (Psalm 100:2). Write what
your child did here:

If this activity or an alternate activity for Bear Hug 7 from
the Resource Bundle is completed, sign here to receive
credit.

Parent or Guardian signature Date

Place Golden Apple sticker when completed.

To complete this section:
Say either the short or long version of Matthew 4:10.

Parent or Guardian signature . Date

Leader signature Date
Bear Hug 7 completed.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

[J Check box if your child is prepared to review.
Place Katie Collie sticker when completed at club.
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