




THE SENIOR ADULt tRIP tO BELLINGRatH GaRDENs, WHICH Was ORIGINaLLY 
PLaNNED FOR NOVEMbER 21 Was POstPONED. StaY tUNED FOR tHE NEW DatE. 
EVEN IF YOU DIDN’t sIGN UP PREVIOUsLY, YOU CaN sIGN UP tHIs tIME aROUND!

Stephen Ministry Commissions New Class
On Sunday, Nov. 23, Parkway Heights commissioned nine new Stephen Ministers 
during our worship services. If you or someone you know could bene�t from the 
listening ear, caring presence and Christ-centered support of a Stephen Minister, 
talk to Julie Collins or email juliecollins@parkwayheights.org.

L.A.T.E. Christmas Play
One of the organizations with whom 
Parkway Heights partners when we 
“give our building away” is Legacy 
Actors Theatre Experience. L.A.T.E.’s 
upcoming presentation, “The 
Midnight Rider - A Christmas Radio 
Show,” will be held Friday, Dec. 12, at 
Parkway Heights at 7 p.m. The play will 
feature Parkway Heights’ own Debra 
Topp and Eric Weill as performers.

Tickets are $10 online, $7 for 
seniors. They can be purchased at 
legacyactors.ludus.com. Proceeds 
benefit the Pretty Pittie Committee 
and New Hope Animal Rescue. 
Donations for rescue animals will 
be accepted at the show, such as:  
blankets, dog and kitten food.

Breadbasket Needs
Breadbasket food ministry, which 
is a partnership of several different 
congregations/organizations in the 
area will distribute Christmas food 
baskets to 100 Hattiesburg families in 
December. Parkway Heights has been 
asked to contribute family-size boxes 
of cereal of any kind.

Please bring your donations of  
cereal to the Atrium by Sunday, 
Dec. 7. Big thanks for your support!

Easy 5-Can Chili Kits for Edwards Street
As an Advent mission project this year, we are collecting and assembling Easy 
5-Can Chili Kits for the food pantry recipients at Edwards Street Fellowship Center. 
These kits will provide a hearty, protein-rich entree for our neighbors in need.

On Christmas Eve, in between the 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
Candlelight Services, we will assemble the kits in the 
Atrium. Please stay late or come early to help!

If you’d like to help, please bring: 1 can of black beans, 1 can of kidney beans, 1 
can of pinto beans, 1 can of diced tomatoes/green chiles, 1 can of tomato sauce 
and 1 packet of chili seasoning to the Atrium by Sunday, Dec. 7. Thank you for 
feeding our neighbors during the colder weather!

Christmas-Easter Offering
Each week we receive numerous requests for assistance. Our neighbors are often struggling to have food on the table,  
purchase medications and put gas in their cars. Unfortunately, we cannot always help. We use our best judgment to assist 
those we can. 

Money for this benevolence fund comes from the “Christmas-Easter Offering.”  These funds are also used when new ministry 
opportunities arise, which are not currently budgeted. When you receive your letter soon, please consider contributing. 
Our communion offering collected Sunday, Dec. 7, will also go to this fund. Thank you for helping Parkway Heights be 
known as a church that cares about the community! 



YOUTH

SN@P SNAPS

The youth held a Mission Night on 
November 16, where they made 
blessing bags for the food pantry 
clients at Edwards Street. Edwards 
Street Director Ann McCullen said, 

“The blessing bags were a HUGE hit 
with our pantry clients!” 

Confirmation 2025
On November 9, we welcomed six young people as professing members 

of our church through confirmation. We are very proud of these  
confirmands, and we ask you to continue to pray for them during this 

important time in their lives. 

On November 2, the confirmands had a day 
retreat, which included bowling!

Confirmation Sunday was held November 
9, 2025.

December Schedule
•	 Dec. 7 @ 5:30 p.m. - KAITLIN’S 

FIRST SN@P - Please come meet 
our new youth director and show 
your support!

•	 Dec. 14 @ 5:30 p.m. - SN@P 
Christmas Party - Plan to wear 
your Christmas pajamas & bring a 
side dish or dessert to share.

•	 Dec. 21 - NO SN@P

•	 Dec. 28 - NO SN@P

Breakthru Retreat Registration Deadline: December 5
It’s time to register for Breakthru 2026, which will be held January 16-19 (MLK weekend) at  
Timber Creek Camp. All 7th-12th graders are invited! Limited spots are available and will be  
given out on a first-come, first-served basis. Registration deadline is Friday, Dec. 5. The cost 
is $210, and full payment is due no later than December 5. 

Breakthru is a great retreat that started in 1976. We will attend our session along 
with four other United Methodist churches from Mississippi. The trip fee includes 
everything, including a retreat T-shirt; however, optional snacks and merchandise 
are also available at Timber Creek.

We were excited to hear from 
Kate Rivers Keeton and Leighton 

Jones about the dangers of 
comparison during SN@P on 

November 23. We also had fun 
with some good old-fashioned 
musical chairs, along with some 

other games.

On Sunday, Nov. 9, Carson 
Lewellyn and Ava Keeton led 

the lesson during SN@P. We are 
so thankful for and proud of 

our youth for stepping up and 
sharing with their peers!



CHILDREN

SS Teacher Party
All Children’s Sunday 

School teachers and their 
families are invited to a 

Christmas Luncheon in the 
Youth Chapel on Sunday, 

Dec. 7, following the  
Sanctuary worship service. 
We will enjoy Qdoba and 
Christmas festivities! Be 
sure to let Lesley know if 

you can come! 

LOFT DOWNTOWN OUTING
Loft kids met in Downtown Hattiesburg for a special outing on Saturday,  

Nov. 22. After eating lunch at Nellie’s and exploring the Hattiesburg Pocket 
Museum, the children painted Christmas ornaments for Meals on Wheels 

recipients at the Wheel in the Window Pottery Studio. Special thanks to Susan 
Walck for all her help at the studio! 

Preschool Las Posadas: Dec. 14
Las Posadas is primarily a Latin American celebration 
where participants reenact the journey that Joseph and 
Mary made from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of safe 
refuge. On Sunday, Dec. 14, our 3- and 4-year-olds will 
dress in nativity costumes and visit some adult Sunday 
School classes. Adults, be ready to do your part and tell 
the children that there is no room in the inn!

Loft Christmas Party
All 5th & 6th graders  

are invited!

Sunday, Dec. 14
5:30-7 p.m.

home of Fred & Diane Fisher
5 Summit Ridge Court

Watch for an email about party 
food sign-ups. We hope to see 

all our Loft kids there!

Our Children’s Sunday School classes had 
Thanksgiving feasts on Sunday, Nov. 23. We expressed 

our gratitude to God for all our blessings!

Created by God
Created by God is scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 10,  
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The Created by God class is a God-
centered introduction to human sexuality and respectful 
relationships, led by medical professionals, counselors 
and pastors. It is designed as a starting point for you 
and your fifth-sixth grade child to begin having these 
important conversations. Registration is currently open 
to church members for $20 per child and will be open 
to non-church members for $35 per child on December 
8. For your child to participate, one parent or guardian 
must attend a parent meeting on either Sunday, Jan. 4, at 
4:30 p.m. or Wednesday, Jan. 7, at 5:30 p.m. Registration 
is limited to 24 children. Contact Lesley at lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org with questions or to register.

CHILDREN’S ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
“Jesus’ Family Tree, Praying Through Advent with 
the Jesse Tree,” an Advent devotional including 
stickers and a poster, is available for your family.  

Be sure to pick up one at church!



IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

HANGING OF THE GREENS  November 30 was a meaningful and enjoyable evening at Parkway Heights! We began by 
decorating the church for Advent and Christmas. Thanks to all those who helped! We then made Advent wreaths, Go Live 
Love backpacks and Chrismons. We ended the event with fun Christmas karaoke and a delicious meal.

FIRST WEDNESDAY MEAL  Senior 
adults from PHUMC gathered with 
seniors from Main Street UMC for the 
First Wednesday Lunch on November 
5. Mississippi’s Miss Hospitality Taylor 
Garretson was the guest speaker. 

FALL FOR SOUP & SANDWICHES  
On November 12, we enjoyed another 
yummy fellowship meal hosted by the 
Hospitality Team. Our own Lee Anne 
Venable entertained everyone with 
her comedic talents!

THANK YOU, UWF!  The ladies of 
United Women in Faith hosted a  
reception in honor of our confirmands 
on Confirmation Sunday, Nov. 9. The 
cake was delicious, and the time 
together was special!

NEW MEMBER  Please give a warm 
welcome to our newest Parkway 
Heights member, Mark Shows. Mark 
transferred his letter on November 24. 
We are happy to have you as part of 
our family, Mark!

ADVENT BEGINS!  Sunday, Nov. 30, 
was the first Sunday in Advent. During 
the Founders Hall worship service, the 
Ward family lit the first candle in the 
Advent wreath, the candle of hope.

PRAYER CHAPEL PROGRESS  Great 
progress continues to be made to the 
renovation of our new Prayer Chapel, 
thanks to a donation from Craig  
Wiseman. In a matter of months, this 
beautiful new space will be ready!



Mail RoomMail Room
Dear Parkway Heights UMC Friends,

The past few weeks — with the furlough 
of federal employees and the pause in 
SNAP benefits — have brought anxiety 
and uncertainty to many of our neighbors. 
However, in the midst of dismal news, our 
community has quickly responded with 
kind-hearted concern and tangible  
assistance! A few examples...
l  Edwards Street Fellowship Center 
continues to receive inquiries by phone, 
emails to our website, Facebook  
Messenger and drop-in visitors, all asking 
how they can help!
l  Individuals, organizations, businesses 
and churches collected (and are still  
collecting!) food for immediate distribu-
tion to our pantry families.
l  The City of Hattiesburg organized 
a “Make a Difference Day” food drive 
at both Hattiesburg Walmart stores. 
Members of Hattiesburg’s Fire and Police 
Departments greeted the public at the 
store entrances, receiving nearly 10,000 
pounds of nourishing food from generous 
donors!  

During the first 10 months of 2025, our 
food pantry served an average of 1,951 
households per month. In the first two 
weeks of November, more than 1,600 
households have already received food 
assistance at Edwards Street, and that 
number is growing daily. Even with 
such staggering need, there are reasons 
to offer praise! We give praise for your 
generous financial gift, which enables us 
to continue purchasing additional food 
in bulk and ensures our shelves remain 
stocked with a well-balanced assort-
ment of healthy groceries. On behalf of 
each child, adult and senior adult who 
receives food at Edwards Street, we offer 
heartfelt gratitude for your kindness.

Knowing their community cares about 
their day-to-day struggles, our food 
pantry clients can have a sense of hope, 
acceptance and relief. Thank you and 
God bless you for letting each person 
know they are “seen” and they matter!

With Gratitude for You,       
Ann McCullen, Edwards Street

We would like to express our thanks 
for all of the prayers, calls, visits, cards 
and other expressions of encourage-
ment that we received during David’s 
recent cancer treatments and hip 
replacement surgery and recovery. 
We are grateful for the Lord’s presence 
and healing touch during this time of 
illness. It is truly a blessing to be a part 
of the Parkway family.

- David and Mary Turner

Dear Wes,

On behalf of all the teachers and 
students who participated in the 2025 
Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 
Composer Festival held on November 
14 and 15, I want to express our deep 
appreciation to you and the church 
officers of Parkway Heights United 
Methodist Church for serving as the 
venue for our biennial Composer 
Festival. From the teacher workshop 
on Friday morning to the four student 
recitals and autograph parties on 
Friday evening and Saturday morning, 
your gracious hospitality and  
generosity were greatly appreciated 
by the teachers and the families of 
our students. Your assistance and the 
generous support of Parkway Heights 
United Methodist Church made this 
year’s festival possible for our wonderful 
students.

Thank you again for graciously 
hosting the 2025 HMTL Composer 
Festival for our students and for your 
assistance. We are deeply grateful to 
Parkway Heights United Methodist 
Church.

With Sincere Appreciation,

Laura Broughton, DMA, NCTM
Chair, 2025 HMTL Composer Festival

Joanna Burnside, DMA, NCTM
Assistant Chair, 2025 HMTL Composer 
Festival

Dear Parkway Heights Family,

I would like to thank you for all the 
cards, prayers, food and visits during my 
recent hospital stay. I appreciate all of 
you very much.

- Martha Parker

THANK YOU!
Our congregation has been  

generous, as always, over the  
past month.

•	 THANK YOU to all who donated 
blood during our blood drive 
on Sunday, Nov. 16!  

•	 THANK YOU to everyone 
who purchased jewelry from 
Dixie Evans. Almost $1,700 was 
raised for Edwards Street! 

•	 THANK YOU to those of you 
who donated items for the Go 
Live Love backpacks for Rice 
and Beans Ministries!

•	 THANK YOU to our families and 
groups who adopted Woodley 
families in need this Christmas.

PHUMC Finances  October 2025 
Income ......................................... $123,714 
Expenses .................................... $100,816 
Net ......................................................... $22,898 
 
YTD Actual 
Income .................................... $1,267,025 
Expenses ............................... $1,163,413 
Net ..................................................... $103,612 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income .... $1,371,813 
Actual Income ............... $1,267,025 
Budget Deficit .................... $104,788



Please Note: Please Note: 
The Church Office will be The Church Office will be 

closed Wednesday, Dec. 24, closed Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
through Friday, Dec. 26, for through Friday, Dec. 26, for 

the Christmas holidays.the Christmas holidays.

2026 Pledges
Thank you to all of you who 

turned in your 2026 financial 
pledge. We appreciate your 
faithfulness and generosity.

If you have not made a pledge 
yet, and you’d like to do so, 

you can pick up a card at 
church or pledge online at 
parkwayheights.org/give.

Prayer Concerns
Sheryl McMillan, Benson  
St. Louis and Evelyn Stone

Sympathy To...
•	 the family of Ollie Jean 

Lane

•	 the family of Phellis Cobb 

•	 Mary Glenn Bradley, Ric 
Voss & family on the 
death of Mary Glenn and 
Ric’s father, Carl Voss

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873
parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Founders Hall Service
9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School
10:45 a.m.: Sanctuary Service

Both worship services are livestreamed on 
various platforms. 

Our mission:  
To connect, equip and send 

people for Christ

United Women in Faith 
Christmas Lunch
Our two circles in United Women in 
Faith will hold their Christmas  
Luncheon and Installation of 2026 
Officers on Wednesday, Dec. 10, at 
11:30 a.m. in Room 303. All women 
of the church are always invited to 
participate! For more information, 
contact UWF President Jennifer James 
at jrjames64@aol.com.

Our website: Our app:

Give online: Stephen Ministry:


