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Thank you to my fellow California wheat grain growers for your continued support of the
California Wheat Commission and its chartered support of our industry. Your assessment
dollars have benefited you and the industry by funding the Commission, which supports
wheat research and quality, marketing, and outreach.

This increased demand will hopefully result in higher pricing for you, but we will have to create a consistent
supply or risk this demand evaporating. On behalf of the California Wheat Commission, thank you for your
support, and I hope your farms are successful and profitable for years to come.
Bill Cruickshank, Chairman, CA Wheat Commission

Growing Markets. Building Value. Connecting California Wheat to the Future.

Message from the Executive Director
Dear California Wheat Growers, as I look back at everything your Commission has worked
on this year, one word keeps coming to mind: opportunity. California agriculture continues
to face challenges, and wheat is no exception. But I also believe there is tremendous
opportunity ahead if we are strategic about where we invest your grower dollars.

The California agricultural industry seems to be faced with as much uncertainty as I’ve
seen in my lifetime. Whereas cattle and pistachio markets remain strong, they appear to
be an anomaly when compared to most other sectors. 

In 2026, the processing tomato industry was faced with a 15% cutback in acreage from 2025 and pricing
around 30% lower than the 2024 season. The wine industry is still downsizing and pulling out vineyards due to
lower demand caused by the shifting preferences of Millennials and Gen Z, Baby Boomers aging out, and
ongoing tariff wars. Overall, these are trying times for California agriculture, with shrinking markets, increased
input costs, and regulations, but we keep looking for that silver lining in these dark clouds.
Wheat is one commodity that represents an opportunity for growth in the state, where the consistent
production of high-quality milling wheat has been elusive over the past couple of decades. There have been
many reasons for this, including, but not limited to, low prices and the production of forage wheats, which
have poor milling quality but are harvested for grain and blended into the milling stream at high percentages.
With current wheat pricing hovering around the $13/cwt range, it isn’t great, but it’s significantly better than
the $8 market we recently experienced. This surge in wheat value is mainly attributed to recent activities in the
Ukrainian-Russian war. Your California Wheat Commission has been diligently working on your behalf to drive
research efforts, market analysis, and grassroots programs to generate demand for the high-quality wheat you
produce throughout our state. Your Commission is currently working with foreign markets where there is
renewed interest in our wheat due to its quality characteristics.

Message from our Chairman

California may not compete everywhere on volume, but we can compete on quality, functionality, specialty
varieties, and relationships. That has become even clearer to me through conversations this year with millers,
bakers, researchers, and customers here in California and around the world.
That is why you will see a common thread throughout this newsletter. We are investing in UC Davis research to
develop better varieties, improve water and nitrogen efficiency, strengthen disease resistance, and explore new
wheat traits and markets. We are connecting breeders directly with customers so research responds to what the
marketplace needs. And through our Wheat Quality Lab, we are helping customers understand how to
successfully use California wheat and whole grains. For me, the goal is simple: make every grower dollar work as
hard as possible for you. Thank you for continuing to invest in the California Wheat Commission and for trusting us
to look ahead, try new things, build relationships, and find opportunities that create value for California wheat.
I am incredibly grateful to work for you. Dr. Claudia Carter,  Executive Director

PhD graduation in December 2025



CWC’s investment in wheat research helps UC Davis researchers leverage grower dollars to
secure millions of dollars in competitive federal, foundation, private, and other outside research
funding, extending the impact of every dollar California wheat growers invest.

Current and recent projects supported by this research partnership include:

Stronger varieties: USDA-NIFA WheatCAP has provided approximately $1M to UC Davis
over the life of the project, including approximately $207K per year, with the project ending
in December 2026.
Healthier wheat: Reduced-allergen and celiac-safer wheat (FFAR, $660K).
Wheat productivity: HHMI Investigator funding of $1.2M per year supporting wheat
research and development to increase productivity.
New genetics for wheat production: Research on a new semidwarfing gene ($618K).
Disease preparedness: Pre-emptive Fusarium head blight (FHB) breeding ($158K).
USDA wheat research: USDA NACA Wheat Project ($360K).
Next generation: Graduate student fellowships (~$100K).
Private research support: $55K in private funding to UC Davis.

Recent completed projects have also included $633K for juvenile-phase research to
accelerate breeding and $155K for drought-tolerance research through BARD.

Total impact: CWC-supported UC Davis wheat research has helped leverage approximately
$2.95M in current research grants and project funding, plus $1.2M per year in HHMI Investigator
support. Recently completed projects represent another $788K in outside research funding.

✅ Why it matters: California wheat grower investment helps researchers compete for much
larger outside grants—speeding up breeding, improving wheat productivity and resilience,
preparing for future disease and production challenges, and creating new market opportunities—
multiplying the impact of every dollar growers invest in research.

Growing Grower Investment: Leveraging UC Davis Research Funding
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California is the largest flour-milling state in the U.S. by capacity. According to
Grain & Milling Annual (Sosland Publishing, 2024), our state has 11 flour mills with a
combined daily capacity of 116,120 cwts of flour—the top spot in the country.

That translates to more than 42 million cwts of flour per year (≈1.9 million metric tons of flour), which
means our mills can grind about 2.6–2.7 million metric tons of wheat annually. In simple terms:
California mills a huge share of the nation’s wheat, keeping us at the center of the flour and baking
industry. This shows just how important our local mills are—not only for California farmers, but for the entire
food supply chain!
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The UCD team, including Prof. Jorge Dubcovksy, Prof. Xiaofei Zhang, Dr. Wenjun Zhang, Mrs. Xiaoqin
Zhang, Dr. Maria Helena Guzman Lopez, Dr. Celine Caseys, Dr. Josh Hegarty and PhD student Maria
Rottersman collaborated with Dr. Debbie Laudencia at the USDA-ARS group at Albany, CA to
generate a set of genetic resources where each of the problematic gluten proteins were eliminated,
and they are intercrossing them to generate lines with multiple deletions. These lines have been
recently published and are available to breeders who also want to harness these beneficial gene
mutations (https://doi.org/10.64898/2026.06.23.734071). 

Engineering wheat for sensitive eaters
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Researchers in the Department of Plant Sciences at UC Davis
are making progress in engineering wheat varieties which are
less likely to trigger celiac disease while maintaining the
agronomic and baking quality that growers and producers love.
New field and quality results for lines where multiple proteins
responsible for triggering celiac disease were eliminated
showed beneficial effects on gluten strength without affecting
grain yield, supporting the conclusion that not all gluten is
created equal. 

Dr. Jorge Dubcovsky, Dr. Wenjun Zhang, and Maria Rottersman, UCD Plant Science Department

In the process of evaluating natural gluten gene deletions, Dr.
Dubcovsky’s team identified an unusual chromosome in wheat
which eliminates celiac-inducing sequences and maintains
structurally important gluten proteins, resulting in flour with fewer
immune triggers and increased gluten strength. The team is
performing a second year of quality tests at the CWC to confirm
the beneficial effects of this chromosome on gluten strength
observed the first year. They also plan to test the effects of
various additives, like L-cysteine and deactivated yeast, on dough
stretchiness to balance the large increases in gluten strength.

Dr. Wenjun Zhang, Dr. Jorge Dubcovsky, Marilyn Geller CEO of CDF, and Maria Rottersman, PhD student
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by Maria Rottersman, UC Davis Plant Science Department

With the support of growers like you in addition to collaborations with the USDA, Foundation for Food
and Agriculture Research, and Celiac Disease Foundation, UC Davis scientists are working hard to
establish California as a trailblazer in the development of more accessible wheat varieties. 🌾



1. Moving better wheat lines toward California fields
Developing and releasing new varieties remains our first priority. UC-Central White continues
to be our leading white wheat variety, combining strong yield performance with resistance to
stripe rust, Septoria, and barley yellow dwarf virus, as well as excellent straw strength. It is also
an important parent for developing the next generation of wheat varieties.
For hard red wheat, UC1988 was the top-yielding UC Davis line in its second year of regional
yield trials in 2025. Across six environments, UC1988 produced 9% more grain yield than UC-
Central Red. It also maintained stable grain protein, averaging 12.0%, and showed good bread-
making quality with a baking score of 7.25 out of 10.
UC1988 heads at about the same time as UC-Central Red and UC-Central White and is
approximately 1–2 inches taller, providing additional biomass that may also be useful for hay or
straw production.
Based on this performance, UC1988 is planned for release in 2026 as an awned hard red
wheat variety, with foundation seed expected to be available in 2027.

Our breeding goal is straightforward: develop wheat varieties that yield well, resist stripe rust and
lodging, maintain good grain quality, perform reliably under California growing conditions, and provide
reduced-awn or beardless options for growers who need them. With support from the California Wheat
Commission, we made good progress this year in five areas that directly matter to growers.

UC Davis Wheat Breeding: Progress for California Growers
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by Dr. Xiaofei Zhang, UC Davis Plant Science Department

2. Putting more stripe rust resistance into the breeding pipeline
Stripe rust continues to be one of our highest priorities. This year, stripe rust arrived early in our
Davis breeding nursery, with infection beginning in February 2026. The early infection provided
strong disease pressure and gave us an excellent opportunity to remove susceptible material.
All the advanced breeding lines in our Elite Yield Trials and Variety Trials have shown
strong resistance under this disease pressure.
This season, we also observed high leaf rust pressure associated with warmer conditions. About
90% of our breeding lines showed resistance, while ~10% that were susceptible were removed
from the breeding pipeline.
At the same time, we are building a broader base of stripe rust resistance for future varieties.
We developed 20 four-parent populations, each containing 200–250 lines, giving us
approximately 4,000–5,000 lines to screen for new stripe rust resistance. 
The reason for working with so many lines is simple: we do not want future varieties to depend
on a single source of stripe rust resistance. We want to combine different resistance genes with
high yield, strong straw, and good grain quality.

3. Testing wheat with less water
A variety that performs well with plenty of water may not be the best variety when water
becomes limited in the season. We are therefore testing wheat side by side under fully watered
and low-water (rainfed) conditions at Davis and Fresno/West Side. These paired trials allow us
to see which lines maintain performance as water becomes limited.



We also use drones to monitor more than 5,000 plots during the growing season. Repeated
images allow us to follow how quickly each line establishes its canopy, how long it stays green,
and when it begins to senesce.
The question we want to answer is practical: Which lines can maintain yield when water
becomes limited late in the season? We are now using that information directly in breeding
decisions, so drought performance becomes part of the selection process well before a line is
considered for variety release.

5
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4. Shorter wheat without sacrificing early vigor
Semidwarf wheat transformed wheat production by reducing lodging and allowing crops to
respond to higher fertilizer inputs. But the traditional Rht-B1b and Rht-D1b semidwarfing genes
can also reduce coleoptile length and early growth. Those effects can be a disadvantage under
water-limited conditions.
We are testing alternative genes that give us more options for controlling plant height and
lodging. One of these genes is AP2L2. In our materials, the B-genome AP2L2 mutation has
produced approximately half the height reduction of Rht-B1b. 
We are also evaluating Rht25/PLATZ and other alternative height genes. Combining AP2L2
and Rht25 may provide another way to achieve sufficient height reduction while
maintaining good early growth and vigor. 
For growers, the gene names are less important than the breeding target. We want wheat that
is short enough to stand well but still has good emergence, early growth, biomass, and
performance when water is limited. 
This work is supported by the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

5. Yield and quality for the marketplace
High yield alone is not enough. We do not want to reach the end of the breeding process and
discover that a promising line does not meet milling or baking quality requirements. 
That is why we work closely with the California Wheat Commission Quality Laboratory.
Grain from the UC statewide yield trials is tested each year for milling and baking quality.
We are moving quality evaluation earlier into our breeding pipeline and combining laboratory
results with DNA markers for important quality genes. This helps us identify and remove lines
with poor quality earlier, before investing several more years in field testing.
Our standard is clear: a line needs competitive yield, disease resistance, good agronomic
performance, and the grain quality required by the market.

What growers should expect next:
Over the coming year, our priorities remain practical: advance the best lines toward variety
release, strengthen stripe rust resistance, select more aggressively under limited water, improve
plant architecture and lodging resistance, and keep grain quality in every major advancement
decision.
We greatly appreciate the support of the California Wheat Commission and California growers.
Their investment allows us to maintain large breeding populations in the field, test promising lines
across California environments, evaluate grain quality, and conduct the multi-year work required to
turn a promising breeding line into a variety that growers can put in their field.



Updates from UC Davis Grain Cropping Systems Lab 
by Dr. Mark Lundy, UC Davis Department of Plant Sciences

Our Board Join our Board
District 1 (Del Norte, Humboldt, Lassen,
Modoc, Plumas, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou,
Trinity) -  Nathan Staunton , VACANCY
District 2 (Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Lake,
Marin, Mendocino, Napa, Sonoma, Sutter,
Tehama, Yolo, Yuba) - Bill Cruickshank,
Larry Hunn

District 3 (Amador, El Dorado, Placer,
Nevada, Sacramento, Solano) -
VACANCY
District 4 (Alameda, Alpine, Calaveras,
Contra Costa, Madera, Mariposa, Merced,
Mono, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tuolumne  )
- Dennis Pelucca, VACANCY

District 8 (Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside,
San Bernardino) - Brysen, Nixon, Jim
Parsons

District 5 (Monterey, San Benito, San
Francisco, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo,
Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, Santa
Clara, Ventura) - VACANCY

District 9 (Imperial, Orange, San Diego) -
Ron Rubin, VACANCY

District 6 (Fresno) - Kevin Ruble,
VACANCY

District 7 (Inyo , Kings, Tulare) - Mike
Carlisle, VACANCY

Handler 1 - Dan Mezger, Michael Edgar
Handler 2 - Grant Baglietto, Victor Lopez
At-Large Member - Nan Schaefer, Damon
Sidles
Public Member - Steve Windh, Ashlee
McIntire

For several years, we’ve been
working on how to get the most
from limited water in the San
Joaquin Valley. Recent field trials at
the UC Westside Research and
Extension Center tested winter
cereals under some dry conditions:
about 9 inches of seasonal rainfall
in 2023-24 and only 4 inches in
2024-25.

During these seasons, we ran experiments designed to pinpoint best management practices under
severely limited irrigation availability. We planted wheat, triticale and barley at dates ranging from
mid-October into the winter and either applied 4 inches of irrigation at planting or supplied no
irrigation. The upfront irrigation made a big difference. Without it, productivity was limited in the
wetter year (2023-24), and in the very dry season (2024-25) the crop failed. With only 4 inches at
planting, however, forage production was surprisingly robust (see Table 1). Even in the drier season
(2024-25), forage yields generally reached about 5–6 dry tons per acre, depending on the crop
type, variety and planting date. In contrast, grain yields were much more strongly affected by
terminal drought. Even still, up to 3 tons of grain yield was attainable in the wetter year with the
right management approach.

6
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Getting the most from limited water
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Looking across both years, forage crops receiving the 4-inch establishment irrigation produced
roughly 1,100–1,500 pounds of dry matter per inch of total water received from irrigation plus
rainfall. At a hay price of $150 per ton, that translates to roughly $250 in gross crop value per inch
of applied irrigation, which, in terms of returns to water, is competitive with some much higher-
value summer irrigated crops grown in the Central Valley.

We have also been comparing the seasonal water budget of winter cereals to fallow ground.
Under the conditions we studied, leaving land fallow did not mean that all (or even most) of winter
rainfall was stored in the soil for later use. In fact, when managed for high water productivity,
winter cereals consistently produced a viable forage crop with relatively little difference in stored
soil water compared with fallow by the end of the season. 

More detail on this work is available in a recent report we co-authored with the Public Policy
Institute of California (https://www.ppic.org/publication/sgma-ready-crops-as-a-low-water-
alternative-to-fallowing/).

7

Getting nitrogen right: from field decisions to statewide usage
Another major focus of our recent work has been improving nitrogen (N) management, particularly
when the amount of N available to the crop is difficult to predict. That is often the case when
growers use organic N sources such as compost, digestate or hydrolysate. In recent wheat and
triticale experiments in Yolo and Solano counties, we tested whether remote sensing could help
determine how much N these organic amendments supplied during the season. A remote-
sensing-based Sufficiency Index was able to distinguish a field where additional N was likely to
improve crop productivity from another field where background soil N was already high enough
that neither organic amendments nor additional fertilizer increased crop N uptake or yield.

Table 1. Trials comprised of wheat, triticale, and barley with four varieties for each crop type
conducted at UC Westside REC in western Fresno County. Crops received 4 inches irrigation at
planting + 9 inches of rainfall during 2023-24 or 4 inches of rainfall during 2024-25 (10/1 -
6/30).

https://www.ppic.org/publication/sgma-ready-crops-as-a-low-water-alternative-to-fallowing/
https://www.ppic.org/publication/sgma-ready-crops-as-a-low-water-alternative-to-fallowing/
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Figure 1. A multispectral UAV image of a field experiment measured during stem elongation, showing
differences in canopy reflectance among organic amendments (solid digestate, liquid digestate, and
hydrolysate) and nitrogen fertilizer rates. Green areas represent higher Sufficiency Index (SI) values
(indicating greater crop N status), while red areas indicate lower SI values. AD refers to anaerobic
digestate derived from mixed organic waste (food and green waste). Main-plot amendments included AD
liquid, AD solid, hydrolysate, and a urea-only control.

The value of an organic amendment depends not just on how much total N it contains, but on how
much becomes plant-available at the time the crop needs it. Measuring the crop itself can provide
useful feedback on that process and help avoid both unnecessary fertilizer applications and N
shortages. More details about this work are available in our March 2026 UC Small Grains Blog
post, Using Remote Sensing to Fine-Tune Nitrogen Management Under Organic Amendments, and
a related publication (available here).

That same idea—using the crop as an indicator of soil N availability—also connects to another
paper we recently published on nitrogen management and nitrous oxide (N₂O), a potent
greenhouse gas. We compiled data from 348 wheat and maize observations across 84
environments worldwide and evaluated the Nitrogen Nutrition Index (NNI), which compares the N
concentration in a crop with the amount expected to be sufficient for a crop of its size. We found
that NNI, particularly when combined with N balance—the difference between fertilizer N applied
and crop N uptake—helped distinguish cropping systems with relatively low versus high N₂O
emissions risk.

The practical takeaway from this research was not simply that less N is always better. In fact,
pushing crop N status below agronomic targets could sacrifice yield without producing a
comparable reduction in emissions. Instead, the results reinforce the value of matching N supply with
crop demand: observations classified as relatively low emissions risk produced about half the N₂O
per unit of grain as higher-risk observations, while a relatively small group of high-risk observations
accounted for a disproportionate share of total emissions. As our ability to estimate crop N status
using satellite and drone imagery improves, we are interested in whether these same measurements
can eventually help identify both fertilizer needs and N-loss risk during the season.

https://ucanr.edu/blog/uc-small-grains-blog/article/using-remote-sensing-fine-tune-nitrogen-management-under-organic
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10705-025-10431-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clfs.2026.100052
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clfs.2026.100052
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Finally, with new support from the California Wheat Commission, we are beginning a project to
look at N use from a much broader perspective. California growers already report N applications
and crop N removal through Irrigation and Nitrogen Management Plan (INMP) reporting. In the
coming year we will use existing recent records for wheat and triticale in Region 5 (covering the
Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys) to connect reporting data to township-range geography
and state crop maps. The goal is to map how N application, crop N removal and N balance vary
among regions, years, and grain versus forage production. This should give us a clearer baseline
for understanding how California wheat growers are currently using N, where meaningful regional
differences occur, and where future research or decision-support tools could be most useful.
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https://www.ppic.org/publication/sgma-ready-crops-as-a-low-water-alternative-to-fallowing/
https://ucanr.edu/blog/uc-small-grains-blog/article/using-remote-sensing-fine-tune-nitrogen-
management-under-organic
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10705-025-10431-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clfs.2026.100052 

Important links to access the information referenced above:

🌾 UC Davis Small Grains Field Day: Research in the Field

In May 2026, growers, researchers and industry partners gathered at UC
Davis for the annual Small Grains & Alfalfa Field Day. The California Wheat
Commission continues to support UC Davis small grains breeding and
research, and the field day gives growers an opportunity to see that work
firsthand. Highlights from the field included:

New wheat and triticale varieties being developed for higher
yield, improved quality and stronger disease resistance.
UC1988, a new hard red spring wheat yielding 9% higher than
UC-Central Red with improved breadmaking quality. Foundation
seed is expected in 2027.
Research on water and nitrogen efficiency, including how
reduced water availability affects yield and wheat baking quality.
Updates on stripe rust and leaf rust, along with breeding
efforts to build more durable disease resistance.
New specialty traits and market opportunities, including high-
resistant-starch wheat, reduced-gluten-immunogenicity wheat,
and ancient wheat genetics.

The Commission also works closely with UC Davis researchers by testing hundreds of breeding
samples each year in the CWC Quality Lab, helping ensure promising new varieties perform not only
in the field, but also in the products our customers need.

https://www.ppic.org/publication/sgma-ready-crops-as-a-low-water-alternative-to-fallowing/
https://ucanr.edu/blog/uc-small-grains-blog/article/using-remote-sensing-fine-tune-nitrogen-management-under-organic
https://ucanr.edu/blog/uc-small-grains-blog/article/using-remote-sensing-fine-tune-nitrogen-management-under-organic
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10705-025-10431-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clfs.2026.100052
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clfs.2026.100052
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MARKET DEVELOPMENT, OUTREACH, AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

2026 Market Development, Research & Outreach Highlights 
California wheat growers invest assessment dollars in the
Commission to strengthen the value and marketability of California
wheat. In 2026, those dollars helped us take California wheat
around the world, connect customers directly with growers and
researchers, identify new specialty-market opportunities, leverage
outside research funding, expand technical services, and build
demand through education and outreach. 

🌎 OPENING DOORS FOR CALIFORNIA WHEAT: Japan • South Korea • Taiwan

Executive Director, Claudia Carter traveled with U.S. Wheat Associates
to Asia this spring to meet directly with millers, bakers, food companies
and wheat customers. Visits included major industry partners in Japan,
Korea and Taiwan and provided valuable insight into what customers
are looking for next. Photo at the U.S. Embassy in Japan.  

The takeaway: California wheat is able to compete on quality, functionality,
specialty varieties and relationships. These market insights help us
strategically direct grower investments toward research and market
development activities that create the greatest opportunities for California
wheat. Claudia Carter baking at one of South Korea’s largest bakery R&D
centers, operated by the parent company of Paris Baguette.

🥖 FINDING THE RIGHT WHEAT FOR THE RIGHT MARKET

Our international work also identified potential demand for medium-protein wheat
suitable for French-style breads and baguettes: a market where California may
already have varieties that fit. CWC is working to narrow down varieties and
production regions and evaluate baking performance with industry experts. Our
strategy is increasingly focused on specialized markets willing to pay for specific
quality and functionality. Photo of Gary Hou showing Claudia the bread industry in
Seoul, South Korea.

🇮🇹 TAKING CALIFORNIA RESEARCH TO THE WORLD

CWC represented California wheat in Italy through technical seminars, the
International Wheat Congress, the International Grains Workshop and meetings
with industry, including Barilla. Research presented included work on whole-grain
wheat and triticale blends, low-input production and improving end-use quality.
These meetings put California growers, varieties and research in front of
international scientists and potential customers. 

Photo of Professional Baker, Dave Miller teaching a class at the CWC Lab

Photo of Claudia Carter presenting her poster to cereal scientists

Claudia Carter Baking with customers in South Korea



PROGRAM AT A GLANCE
🌾 Regenerative Grains — Grower and industry perspectives

🌱 Alternative & Organic Grains — New crops, products, and markets

🧬 Breeding & Genetics — What’s coming next from UC Davis

💧 Agronomic Research — Water - SGMA, nitrogen, production, and resilience

🏫 CA School Nutrition & Whole Grains — Growing California grain opportunities in schools

🥖 Grain & Product Demonstrations — See and taste California grain innovation

Featuring keynote speakers CDFA Secretary Karen Ross and Dr. Sean Finnie, plus growers, UC
Davis researchers, and grain industry professionals.

📍 Walter A. Buehler Alumni Center, UC Davis | 🎟️ Registration: $75
DATE: October 13 , 2026 th

Register today: https://www.californiawheat.org/california-grains-conference-2026
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🤝 BUILDING A CALIFORNIA GRAINS NETWORK

October 13, 2026 | UC Davis
Join us for the inaugural California Grains Conference, presented by the California Grain
Foundation, a nonprofit organization supporting grain research, education, and outreach in
California, in partnership with the California Wheat Commission.
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🔬 FROM THE BREEDING PLOT TO THE CUSTOMER

In September 2026, CWC brought representatives from Nisshin Flour Milling and
Miller Milling together with UC Davis wheat breeders to discuss new varieties,
quality characteristics, and customer needs. The visit also included a tour of the
California Wheat Lab, showcasing California’s unique wheat industry—from our
growing conditions and wheat quality to our handling practices and potential
opportunities in specialty and export markets.

🥐 HELPING CUSTOMERS USE MORE CALIFORNIA WHEAT THROUGH TECHNICAL SERVICES

The CWC Lab continues to expand its technical capabilities and industry
services. Our technical education has also expanded into whole-wheat
sourdough, croissants and laminated doughs, pasta and other products.
The objective isn't simply to teach baking. It is to solve technical
problems that prevent customers from using more whole grains and
California-grown wheat. This is one of our lab’s specialties!

https://www.californiawheat.org/california-grains-conference-2026


The California Association of Wheat Growers (CAWG) provides California
wheat growers with governmental relations and advocacy services at both
the state and federal levels. In this capacity, the CAWG Board and staff work
to advance policy priorities that directly impact growers’ ability to produce
and market wheat in an increasingly competitive global market. Our key
priorities continue to include trade and market development, research, state
and federal regulation, and the Farm Bill.
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Advocating for You in California and Across the Nation
by Brooke Palmer, Associate Director

This year has brought significant changes and challenges for agriculture. California wheat growers
continue to face high input costs, volatile commodity markets, regulatory pressures, and uncertainty
surrounding federal farm policy. At the same time, Congress continues its work toward a new five-
year Farm Bill, making it especially important that California wheat growers have a strong voice in
both Sacramento and Washington, D.C.
CAWG continues to work closely with the National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG) to ensure
California is represented in national policy discussions. Over the past year, NAWG has been deeply
engaged in advancing wheat growers’ priorities in the Farm Bill, including strengthening the farm
safety net and crop insurance, expanding trade and market development opportunities, supporting
agricultural research, protecting international food assistance programs, and improving access to
farm credit. NAWG has also advocated for policies addressing rising production costs, including
fertilizer, while emphasizing the need to keep U.S. wheat competitive in global markets.

That advocacy is producing results. The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Farm, Food,
and National Security Act of 2026, which includes a number of priorities important to wheat
growers, and NAWG continues to work with the Senate as it considers its version of the
legislation. The organization has also been engaged in efforts to protect and strengthen Food for
Peace, increase investments in agricultural research, preserve critical risk-management tools, and
ensure federal policy recognizes the economic pressures facing wheat producers.
California growers are an important part of the national conversation. CAWG Board members
had planned to travel to Washington, D.C. in January for meetings with congressional offices, but
severe weather forced the trip to be canceled. During the Spring Wheat Fly-In, CAWG President
Jim Parsons was able to reschedule those visits and meet with congressional offices to share
firsthand perspectives from California wheat growers and advocate for policies important to the
industry. 
In addition to completing the rescheduled congressional meetings, Parsons participated in the
Spring Wheat Fly-In’s broader advocacy efforts, emphasizing the importance of continued
federal investment in wheat research—research that is foundational to improving productivity,
addressing pests and diseases, developing new varieties, and maintaining the long-term
competitiveness of U.S. wheat.
By participating directly in NAWG, CAWG helps ensure that California’s unique production
systems, regulatory environment, and market challenges are represented when national wheat
policy is developed.
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These efforts are only possible because of the wheat growers who support CAWG. Membership
gives California growers a collective voice that reaches from Sacramento to Washington, D.C. If
you are not already a member, we hope you will consider joining CAWG. Your dues directly
support our ability to represent California wheat growers on the legislative, regulatory, research,
and market issues that affect your operation and the future of wheat production in California.
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Jim Parsons, Claudia Carter, Brooke Palmer, Larry Hunn, and Chris Zanobini 

California Wheat: A Year in Photos & Highlights

Shopping for Health event organized by CA Grown - CA Desert Durum

US Wheat Associates Latin and Caribbean Buyers Conference - networking with colleagues and buyers

Food Service staff visited Hunn’s Wheat Field 

Italian International Wheat Conferences presenting and meeting with Wheat Scientists from around the world 
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Bread Fest Central Milling event, Bayer Reg Dietitian meeting, and
Chico State University event Ag systems in Sacramento. 

Testing new vareities from UC Davis Org breeding 

Photos at the National Wheat Foundation Wheat 101 Reception at US Senate, and CA Dairy Summit event 

Visiting the Culinary Institute of America  in
Napa Valley - wheat growing field and
baking program partnership
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Claudia visit to South Korea - baking activity US Wheat Celebration Anniversaries:  60  in Taiwan 70  on in Japanth th

In Japan, we visited Nisshin Flour Milling Co. 70  US Wheat Japan with USDA Ag Services staff and US Wheat Chairmanth



Date: November 6, 2026
Location: CWC Lab
SOLD OUT!!!!

Baking with Sarah Owens
Date: December 4 , 2026th

Location: CWC Lab
More coming soon on website

Upcoming Classes, Events, and Resources

Oct 13, 2026
Location: Davis, CA - UC Davis. Details above

California Grains Conference

Contact Us
+530-661-1292

info@californiawheat.org

Website: californiawheat.org

Office and Lab

Open 8 am - 5 pm

1240 Commerce Ave. Ste A

Woodland, CA 95776
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2026 USW-NAWG Joint Board Meeting
November 2-4, 2026
Location: Albuquerque, NM

Whole wheat laminated dough
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2026 CROP QUALITY REPORTS ARE AVAILABLE

To access ALL our 2026 Crop Quality Reports
SCAN this QR CODE with your phone or go to our

website
https://www.californiawheat.org/resources:

CHECK OUT THE 2026 PREFERRED VARIETY LIST
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