“Let your [ght shine before others”

Understanding Our Grief

The sudden passing of our beloved Pastor Doug has left our church
family heartbroken. Many of us are still trying to make sense of
this loss, and it is important to remember that grieving together is
holy work. As a community of faith, we hold one another close,
trusting that God meets us tenderly in every moment of sorrow.

Grief does not follow a schedule. Some days may feel steady;
others may feel heavy or confusing. You may experience sadness,
anger, numbness, gratitude, or even moments of peace. All of these
responses are normal.

“The Lord is near to the brokenhearted.” — Psalm 34:18

If you find yourself struggling, please know you are not alone. Our congregation is walking
this path side by side.

Supporting One Another

In times like these, small acts of care become powerful expressions of love.

e Reach out to someone from church you haven’t spoken to recently.

e Share a memory or story about our pastor; remembering together helps us heal.

e Check in on those who may be grieving quietly.
Continue gathering for worship — community gives us strength. Each gesture reminds us that we
belong to one another.

Practices for Comfort

If you are looking for ways to stay grounded during this season, consider:

e Lighting a candle at home and offering a simple prayer for peace.

e Reading a Psalm each morning (23, 34, 46, and 121 are especially comforting).

e Taking a quiet walk and naming your feelings before God. Maybe listen extra
carefully to the birds in honor Pastor Doug and one of his favorite ways to connect
with God and nature.

These gentle practices can help create space for healing.
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Rev. Dougla; E Hanson Obituary

Rev. Douglas E. Hanson, age 75, was born on February 1st,1951 and grew up in Hamburg, New
York - the son of the late Gene W. and Phyllis (Lamb) Hanson. He joined siblings Steve, Cilla, and Andy.
His brother Dick was born two years later to complete the family.

Doug loved growing up in Hamburg. He loved the town and the people and was very close to his family.
He was a natural born leader - popular in school and often elected captain of the various sports teams in
which he participated. He was a daily jogger for many years - practically flying along the roads surround-
ing his neighborhood. His life-long love affair with nature began in his hometown. He spent as much time
as possible outdoors and especially enjoyed exploring wooded areas.

Doug was always interested in survival tactics - which led him to hitchhike across the country by himself
in the summer of '69 while his friends headed off to Woodstock. Beginning as a youth, he would often
spend his leisure time cross-country skiing in the winter and going on canoe trips to the Adirondacks in
the summer - always accompanied by good friends.

Doug was the senior class president of his graduating class from Hamburg High in 1969. He was captain
of their soccer team, leading an undefeated season. He loved soccer and continued to play with friends
as often as he could. He went on to study at Ithaca College, graduating in 1973 with a Liberal Arts de-
gree. All four years during his time at Ithaca College, he also played as a varsity starter on the college's
soccer team. He later took post graduate studies in music at the State University of New York, Buffalo.

He played piano, the recorder, and was a talented drummer and percussionist. He performed with "The
Sterling Quartet" as a teen and later with multiple rock bands. He even played the organ for a small Epis-
copal church for a short time. He loved music and expressed that love throughout his life - most recently
playing drums in a church band called "The Thin Line". Anyone who saw him at the drum set could see
how much he enjoyed playing - not as a "performer" but because it was all about the music.

Doug was a local church pastor for 33 years, having served three congregations during that time. But
before entering Seminary, he worked with his friend Jack doing home repair and decoration, worked in
administration for a home care agency, and ran a bowling newspaper he purchased from a family friend.
He excelled in this one-man operation - doing all the writing, photography, publishing, and distributing on
a weekly basis. When he sold that business, it allowed him to pursue his Seminary career.



He enrolled in Lancaster Theological Seminary in 1990 where he met Susan M. (Trout) Hanson. When
they married in 1992, he gained two daughters - Lindsay and Laura. While studying at LTS he worked as
a Youth Pastor at First Reformed Church of Christ, Lancaster and during the summers, he worked as a
Student Pastor at St. James UCC in Hamburg.

Following his Ordination, the family settled at his first church, Old Zionsville UCC. There he used all the
experience and life lessons he had learned along the way to benefit his ministry with that congregation
where he served for eight years. While he was there, his son Eric was born in 2000. They were very
close right from the beginning - father and son - two peas in a pod. Two years later, Doug was called to
St. John's UCC in Allentown where he served for five years. Finally, he was called to St. Peter's Pikeland
UCC in Chester Springs, PA where he has served as their pastor for the past 19 years.

Doug was always a busy pastor - giving his time and attention to anyone who needed it - but he also
made time for his family and the things he loved. Among his greatest joys was the close relationship he
shared with his son, Eric. Doug was an avid bird watcher - happy that living in the country allowed him to
capture the birdsong of a variety of birds right in his own back yard.

He liked to watch old westerns on TV and considered Roy Rogers his hero. He was very eclectic in his
musical tastes - from Gregorian Chant to Fusion Jazz and everything in between - but he regarded Elvis
Presley as a musical phenomenon. He loved all forms of chocolate, especially Bridge Mix, and he classi-
fied all foods as a vehicle for either ketchup, Frank's sauce, or maple syrup. Doug followed the Philadel-
phia Eagles and Phillies - but his hometown team of the Buffalo Bills owned his heart. He was a loyal fan
since the team was founded in 1960 and he never wavered in his dedication no matter how the season
ended.

Doug was the kind of guy who was always doing good things for others. In addition to his work with his
congregation, he participated in his community and the wider church universal, served on committees for
his church conference, was a regular blood donor at local blood banks, and served as a Chaplain for the
East Pikeland Township Police Department.

Whenever family or friends needed a helping hand, he was the first person they called. And he always

said "yes". He was not just a Pastor but one of those rare people who lived up to the calling of "being like
Christ" in the way he acted and the way he treated others. He was a role model and positive influence on
every person whose life he touched; he had a way of making everyone feel like they were his best friend.

He is survived by his wife Susan, the other Rev. Hanson, who says they were more than a husband-and-
wife team - they were colleagues and soul mates. She is grateful to be surrounded by people who loved
him - their daughter Dr. Lindsay (Charlie) Tan and their children, James and Emilia, who live in Alabama;
their daughter Laura Clark and son Eric Hanson who live with them at home; and his siblings Steven
(Kate) Hanson, Priscilla Trageser, Andrew Hanson (Janet Trageser), and Dr. Richard Hanson, who all
live in western New York.

He is also loved by Susan's family here in Pennsylvania, a large extended
family of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends in PA and NY, and the

many church members throughout the years who called him "Pastor ’
Doug". And everyone who really knew Doug would want us to complete

this obituary with this blessing: "Be Good, Do Good, God Bless, Go Bills!" / J




PASTOR DOUG’S LAST SERMON

A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR

-
Message From the Pastor

Pastor Doug wrote his final sermon to be shared with the congregation on June 7. He titled it
“How ‘bout Them Birds!” and that sermon is what follows ...

When it’s football season, and the Eagles are on a roll, some fan inevitably says, “How
‘bout them birds!” as a tease against the Cowboys. When the Eagles are beating them. Of
course, most of the time, Eagles fans just say, “Go Birds!”

Well - here on the hillside for our outside service, the phrase, “How ‘bout them Birds” has a
whole different meaning. Except for Super Bowl Sunday, here the “birds” refers to the robins, and
cardinals, and blue jays. And out here, because of nature’s beautiful mix of fields, and shrubs,
and trees - we get a hug variety of birds beyond the usual ones — birds like the common Yel-
lowthroat that isn’t all that common, the Brown-headed Cowbird, the Eastern Wood-Peewee, the
Red-eyed Vireo, the Chimney Swift, the Great Crested Flycatcher, the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, the
Easter Towhee, the Norther Yellow Warbler, the Northern Parula, the Yellow-breasted Chat — and
many others.

The Bird App on my cellphone picks them up when I'm walking to and from the church. |
hear them - but rarely see the more unusual ones. This summer, | think I'll just sit in a chair with a
pair of binoculars sometimes.

It's beautiful out here in this open land. There’s something about nature that can feel heal-
ing sometimes — even uplifting. | remember years ago when | was a young adult, a bunch of my
friends were at somebody’s house and one of the people there was really upset about something.
| think he was having family issues.

Well, another friend quietly picked up on what was happening and offered to just get out of
the house and take a walk with him. More than a year later, the guy that was upset recalled that
moment and said there was something about “just getting outside” in the quiet of the night that
“pulled him back together”. Nature has a way of doing that.

Such beauty and such blessings in nature are all around us! Then, multiply the beauty of
our little white church on the hill by the millions of other beautiful and majestic locations on every
continent. God is good for sure.

But as beautiful as this world is — let’s not forget God’s heavenly realm where beauty and
majesty are “beyond our imaginations”. The very end of the Bible gives us a small taste — a hint
of what awaits us in heaven. In Revelation 22 — the last chapter of the Bible — part of it says,

*continued on next page



* Sermon Continued

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month, and the leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations. Nothing accused will be found there anymore. But the throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face and his name will
be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun — for the Lord
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.”

Such beauty and such blessings in nature all around us — and even more so in heaven! So
many gifts! So many blessings!

And where does the beauty of this world meet the stunning and breathtaking beauty of heaven?
Of course — in churches all around the world. Here at St. Peter’s, we find beauty — not just on the
hillside — but also in the words of the Bible and the words and actions of Jesus. From his birth on a
silent, holy night to the garden’s first light when our Savior greets Mary Magdalene on Easter morning;
and in countless other scenes in the Bible — scenes of joy, and hope, and love — all of which make any
day anywhere beautiful.

It's the magic of nature that makes a day better — more beautiful and peaceful. It doesn’t even
seem to try — it just does. It's the same with the words of our faith that evoke a heavenly Spirit. From
familiar words like the 23™ psalm to less familiar words that Spirit will reveal itself as a gift for those
who take time to search out the richness of the Bible. In Zephaniah 3: 17 it says, “The Lord your God
is in your midst, a mighty one who will save. He will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by
his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.”

On a day like today — out here in God’s gift of nature, it calls on us to feel grateful and joyous
because, as the Bible says, “This is the day that the Lord has made — let us rejoice and be glad in it”.
(Psalm 118:24)

In the second chapter of the Bible we read a description of the Garden of Eden. It sounds lush
and beautiful and throughout various places in the Bible we hear of a hope to return to such a place to
be always in God’s presence. It's no surprise that such “longing to be with God” in a beautiful place
would have us return to a beautiful natural setting like this today.

But then, in Jesus, we find out that such a hope, such a longing is gifted back to us in heavenly
ways — in ways beyond our imagination — more than the Garden of Eden — a paradise made for us for
all time.

What a gift! Such beauty and blessings from God all around us now and forevermore. Yes,
days outside like this one are made for celebration and joy because God's “natural” cathedral with a
“ceiling” that only God can see calls on us to know a “peace beyond all understanding” — a hope that
needs no justification — a faith that is strengthened by the beautiful and loving gift of creation - and love
that somehow feels as real as the blossoms on the trees and the songs of birds.

What a “gift of life” God has given us! Such beauty and blessings all around us. In all the
words and actions of St. Peter’s people, may these gifts permeate everything we say and do together
from now on. Praise be to God. Amen.



“Canadian Farewell”

Pastor Doug was humble about his musical prowess, but he was indeed a gifted musician and
songwriter. His childhood friend, Jack, was an important part of his journey. Before Doug found his
calling as a pastor, he and Jack used to do odd jobs together around Hamburg. They loved to go on
canoeing trips in New York and across the border in Canada, and Doug had many beautiful memories
of their time in Nature. Jack became ill a couple of years ago, and Doug wrote this poem and song for
him. We had hoped to record it for Jack's family, but the timing didn't work out, and now we have
reclaimed it, both in Jack and Doug's memories.

It was an honor to bring this song to life at Doug’s memorial service, and I wanted to share the words
with all of you. Pete and I were blessed to be his bandmates in The Thin Line for many years, and we
are grateful to our newer members, Emily and Dick, for performing this so beautifully with us at his
service. Doug had a gift for poetry, and I hope his words leave you with a sense of peace and comfort,
as they have done for me. Thank you to all of our church family for your love and support during this
difficult time. -Kat

"Canadian Farewell" (for Jack)

Lay your paddle down, my friend
Day is done

The lake is calm, the fires warm
The setting sun gives way to stars
The loon is calling

All is well

Raise your paddles high, my friends
Shout his name

The echoes everlasting

Through hills and rocky shores,
His memory is passed on

And when our time has come to meet
again,

We'll greet where shore meets water
Then guide us each straight and true
Back to home beyond us

Goodbye, dear friend

The best of friends to all who knew you
Our thoughts return to sunny days
And paddles at the ready

And paddles at the ready

-D.H
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July Birthdays

Charlotte Wookey 71
Adam Gingrich /3
Catie D’Aleo (Zaro) /3
Emily Hackman /5
Tate Yeakle 7/5
David Cagliola 7/6
Peter Warner 717
Lauren Carnevale 77
McKendred Nance 7/8
Kyle Cheney 7/8
Deborah Wetty 7/13
Matt Smiley 7/14
Greg Wheelan 715
Tom Raichle Jr. 7/15
Beth Smiley 7/16
Albert Wachsmuth 7/17
Maureen Wookey 7/17
Barbara Shivers 7/20
Janene Osborne 721
Micki Menkins 7/23
Timothy Mansmann 7/23
Michael Dick 7/24
Alyssa Menkins 7/25
Kourtney Kelly 7127
Cashel McCarthy 7/30
Rich Romano 7/30
Cindy Maguire 7/31

Wedding Anniversaries
Andrew and Laura Dick 7/5
Fred and Maureen Wookey 7/11

Gus and Jan Orr  7/13
Tom and Lisa Wilson 7/22
Edward and Renae Bierer 7/22

Looking Ahead

As we move forward, our leadership
team will communicate clearly about
next steps for interim pastoral care and
congregational support. We will take
each step thoughtfully and prayerfully,
trusting that God will guide us with
wisdom and grace.

We have scheduled the pastors below
to lead our worship services through
the summer. (Subject to change)

July 5 Kathy Jachowski
July 12 Erick Kern

July 19 Quinn Rosenthal
July 26 Erick Kern

Aug 2 Kim Adamson
Aug 9 Homer Royer
Aug 16 David Williams
Aug 23 David Williams
Aug 30 Open

SOLAR PANELS

St. Peter's Pikeland UCC
held a special meeting on
Sunday June 14 after church.
Mark Myers, Wayne Freese
and Dan Gorge presented the
cost and benefits of installing
solar panels on the Sunday
School building.

A vote was taken, 32 in
favor, 14 nos. Wayne will
manage the project.

There was discussion, but in
the end the yeses won.

Thank You

On behalf of my children and our extended family, I would
like to thank everyone at St. Peter’s for your kindness to us
during this difficult time. We are simply heartbroken at the
loss of Doug - a wonderful husband and father, brother and
friend, and loving pastor. We put our trust in the promise of
heaven for him and for all of us who love God. And we pray
for peace for all who set their hearts and minds on that

promise.

A

May God bless you with his abundant love.  « > .

-Susan
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Stay in touch with us

Www.StPetersPikeland.org
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Our Prayer List

AJ, son of Dee McClimon’s friend

Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother

Church Staff Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths

Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins
Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson

Kat Bowman, Charles and Virginia Garber
Director of Music and Organist Dana Gulutz, friend of Maureen and Fred Wookey
Jill Cook, Danielle Smith, friend of Sarah Hackman
Church Secretary Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner
Deborah Wetty, Dr. Michael J. Ward
Nursery Attendant Ernie P, .fr?end of Dee McClirr.lon
Debbie Wolk, Fﬁed Schilling, h.usband of a friend of Kathy Krasley

Friends and family of Pastor Doug Hanson
Bookkeeper Friends and family of Pat Cline, mother of Cindy Warner
Herman Nieuwenhuizen Gail, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson
Cemetery Manager Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa

Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin
Church Officers 2026 Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson
President of Congregation — Jeanine Leber, friend of Alyssa Menkins
Jim Phillips Jennifer Osborne

. Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother

Secretary of Congregation — ]
Kathleen Wachsmuth Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty

Kevin Cochran, friend of Maureen and Fred Wookey
President of Consistory — Laura Dick
Pete Warner Linda Chernek, friend of Deb Wetty

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson

Secretary of Consistory — Mike Brown and family, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson

Sarah Hackman Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons
Elders Paula Benjamin, Sister-in-law of Eileen Biddle
Cindy Maguire- Chair Penny, friend of Linda Johnson
Peter Wilson Ruby, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson
Scott Raichle Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister

Sandy C., Friend of Dee McClimon
Deacons Sandy McKeever, Maureen Wookey’s Sister in law
Sarah Hackman — Chair Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister
Cheryl Nicholson Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law
Pete Warner Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow
Trustees The Frost Family, friends of Sarah Hackman
Mark Myers - Chair Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley
Albert Wachsmuth Travis McClimon

Dave Wise Virginia Lawrence




