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FOR EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON 

I am a creature of habit. I’m sure I’m not the only person who is, but I can say that sometimes I take it a little 
too far. On a normal work week, I have a progression of what color pants to wear on which days. Silly, I know. 
There are a few places that I alternate for lunch and usually they fall in the same order. There are three places 
where I usually get coffee and until recently, I was alternating those in a particular order. When I come in on Sun-
day mornings, there are certain ways I think the light switches should go. There needs to be symmetry. And the list 
goes on and on. 

While these sound crazy to most people and may put me in a pre-OCD category, they really are just ways that 
keep life running smoothly. I like the routine and the comfort of knowing what is next. Also, these are things I 
have control over, and I can change the order of them whenever I feel like it. It won’t affect anyone but me (and 
maybe the baristas who now know my coffee order by heart). 

There are many other things in life that I have no control over, though I’d like to. For many of us, change can 
be difficult. Life changes are probably the hardest. The proud feeling of seeing your children head off to college 
can soon turn to sadness when you walk by their room and realize they won’t be telling you goodnight. The joy of 
retirement can turn to frustration when you wake up and wonder what you are supposed to do with your time and 
have no plan. You go through a fun-filled life together with your love until the day comes, filled with tears, when 
you have to say goodbye. There are so many unexpected emotions that overwhelm us when these life-changing 
events happen.  

But all change isn’t life-altering. Oh, it’s altering, just not life-altering. In the last year and a half, there have 
been many changes at Brenthaven. There have been retirements. There have been new hires. There have been 
deaths. People have left the church, and people have come to the church. And I am certain that there are more 
changes ahead. It’s inevitable. And though it can upset our routine, I wonder, isn’t some change a good thing? 

The religious leaders had it pretty good in Jesus’ day. They had their routines, their traditions, their laws. And 
they had trained their people pretty well how to live as people of faith. They were comfortable, maybe too com-
fortable. But comfortable or not, they knew what to expect and when to expect it.  

Then comes Jesus. Or maybe we should start with John the Baptist who was preparing the way—baptizing and 
warning folks that something (someone) great was coming. Granted, he may not have warned them enough about 
all the changes that were ahead. But he set the scene. And when Jesus arrived, everything was turned upside down 
(in some cases literally).  

Jesus offered a new way of dealing with folks. The religious leaders were so distraught they had no idea what to 
do. He started eating with tax collectors, talking with hated foes, and talking about God loving everyone. He 
pushed back on certain laws and healed sick folk when he was supposed to be resting. He had crowds gathering 
around to listen to this new idea of faith. He fed thousands with very little. And the list goes on and on.  

It seems for us and all followers of Christ that change is good. It’s worked out pretty well for us. Yet, it still 
isn’t easy to adopt. I mean it’s no piece of cake trying to live the way God has called us to live. The world has a 
strong grip on us.  

Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us that “for everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” I think that 
includes the things that upset our traditions and routines and bring us face to face with change. It may be unex-
pected. We may not like it. We may not want it. We may not get it. But maybe it can become something that we 
come to accept. Because sooner or later, something else is going to change. 

Grace and peace,  
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BOOKEND BOOK CLUB 

   Mailman: My Wild Ride Delivering the Mail in  
Appalachia and Finally Finding Home by Stephen 
Starring Grant is September’s pick for the 

BookEnd Book Club, meeting Thursday,           
September 17 at 9:30 am in the Adult Library. 

JOIN US! 

   Paint & Sip: this is a creative arts group enjoying 
tea and thoughtful ways to spark encouragement. 
Our next monthly meeting is Thursday, October 8 
from 5:45 to 7:30 pm in the Art Room. This month 
we will be making Fall Welcome Mats as our pro-
ject. Contact Rena Sutton or Suzanne Ghianni. 

   Sermon & Slices: the sermon doesn’t have to 
end when worship does! Join us on Sunday, Octo-
ber 11, immediately after worship, for pizza and 
conversation in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll share 
some slices and talk together about the morning’s 
sermon, questions, thoughts, and all. 

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING 
(SAFE SANCTUARY) 

   Join us Sunday, September 27, after worship in 
the sanctuary for our Child Protection Training. 
We’ll walk through the policies and practices that 
help us care for children and youth in the nursery, 
VBS, youth group, and throughout our minis-
tries. All volunteers who work with children or 
youth are required to complete this training 
and a background check.  

CRAFTING DAY! 

   Here’s a chance to do 
something you love and 
have some fun and camara-
derie with fellow crafters. 
Saturday, October 24 
from 8:00 am–4:00 pm, we will meet in the 
church Fellowship Hall to create to our heart’s 
content. Come whenever you can and stay for as 
long as you can, and bring whatever you want to 
work on. You may bring your lunch but we will 
also order in. Bring your own favorite beverage 
and a snack to share, if you’d like. See Rachel 
Campbell if you have any questions.  

CPWM NEWS 

   Our next Women’s Ministry meeting will be 
Tuesday, September 22 at 10:30 am in the   
Adult Library. Our guest this month is Rachel 
Campbell. We will be making Pet Rescue items. 
Bring a lunch; we will be dining in. 

   In past years, the Women’s Ministry has pro-
vided the Lakota Indians of Wounded Knee, 
South Dakota with specific wintertime needs. 
This year they are in dire need of propane gas. A 
100-gallon tank costs $210.00 and will last approxi-
mately three months. We are asking our church 
family to join us in collecting money to purchase 
several tanks of propane. We will collect donations 
through September 27. Put “Lakota Indians” on 
your check memo line; if giving online, choose the 
CPWM projects—Lakota line item.  
   

  

 

 

 

   In October, we will be making care bags for   
Sacred Sparks to hand out during colder months. 
We will need donations of personal-sized hygiene 
items, hand warmers, granola bars, snacks, chap 
stick, hand sanitizer, etc. A donation bin will be  
set up in the new donation area (along the coat 
rack wall) in the Narthex. We’ll be collecting 
through Sunday, October 25. We appreciate the 
congregation’s help with this.  

Pet Blessing—Sunday, October 4! 

   For those who feel their pet is a part of 
their family, this is a wonderful time of 
asking God’s blessing upon them. This is  
a community-wide service, so invite your 
friends. We will meet on the Brenthaven 
lawn at 4:00 pm. Join us with your pets. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

Recent Additions 

 Bob Marsh (father of John Marsh) 
 Nece Melton (mother of Ean Taylor & Rena Sutton) 

Members 

Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch, Phyllis Burkhalter, David 
Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen, Carol Ford, 
Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul Gonzales, Suzanne 
Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy, Suzanne Johnson, Barbara 
Loyall, Mary Marshall, Dawn & Walter McBee, Syble 
Mitchell, Marty Morris, Rose O’Hara, Bonnie Pierce, 
Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil Slagle, Cheryl & Don 
Tabor, Jane & James Talley              

 Family and Friends 

Cherry Ann Bates (friend of Darlene Rush), Beth Brakebill (sister 
of Joe Malloy), Steve Brown (friend of the Rush family), Mary Ruth 
Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl Campbell), Brenda 
Copeland (niece of Martha Stewart), John Copeland (nephew of 

Martha Stewart), Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law of Russ Deaton), 

Melody Dobbins (daughter-in-law of Kathy & Bill Dobbins), Mary 
Dale Edwards (mother of John Edwards), Kristen Ertel (co-worker 

of Aaron Ferry), Garry Ferry (uncle of Aaron Ferry), Bill Garrett 
(son of Beverly Garrett), Dani Ghulam (friend of Sandra & Scott 

Shepherd), Gregg Gross (father of Ben Gross), Gary Harmon 
(friend of Shali & Frank Scott), Erin Hughes (friend of Frank Scott), 

Chazz Jones (friend of the Crafting group), Hudson Jones (friend of 

Joan Bledsoe’s family), River Leonard (daughter of co-worker of Sharon 

Malloy), Walter McBee, Jr. (son of Walter McBee, Sr.), Jim 
McCulley (father of Jay McCulley), Sally Marsh (mother of John 

Marsh), Bettie Mason (friend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes 
(friend of Walter McBee), Colton Osborne (family friend of Rena 

Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-

law of Ben Davis), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy 
Rhone (nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz 

Strickland), Bob Seigenthaler (friend of Bob Dozier), Marjorie 
Shepherd (mother of Sharon Malloy), Casey Sherwin (co-worker of 

Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Carter 
Strickland (nephew of Scott Strickland) , Judy Smith (friend of Janiece 

Redmon), Brittany Spradling, Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina 

Sullivan), Nina Sullivan, Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Cheryl 

Tabor), Lynn Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam 
Warren (son of Cindi & John Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of 

Brooke Gross), Kathryn Wright (mother of Nashville 911 worker), CP 
Churches in Columbia, SA, those serving our country 

Death 

Family of Joyce McConnell (friend of Jodi Rush) 
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MEMORIALS 

   In memory of Ben Davis 
       Betty and Chester Hood  

GRACEWORKS MINISTRIES 

   GraceWorks accepts food donations, as well as   
personal hygiene items. However, diapers are among 
the most expensive items in budgets of families with 
small children. They are in constant need of sizes 4, 
5, and 6, especially. If you would like to donate any 
of these items, look for the GraceWorks table in the 
Narthex.  

ATTENTION ALL MINISTRIES... 

   The next All-Ministry Meeting will be this Sun-
day, September 20, following worship. We would 
like for all ministry team members to meet with their 
ministry team. 

COMING SOON…Trivia Night 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 8 from 5:00–8:00 pm 

Sacred Sparks Fundraiser  

   We need donations for the Silent Auction and 

volunteers to help with the fundraiser. If interested, 

contact Doris Cantagallo at 415-320-0065.  

LOOK WHAT’S COMING… 

Trunk or Treat 

Sunday, October 25 

5–7 pm in the Front Parking Lot 

(More information to come.) 



         Sept 17 9:30 AM BookEnd Book Club (Adult Library) 
   10:30 AM Genesis Bible Study (Youth Room)  
   11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)  

        Sept 20 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship   
   12:00 PM All-Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall)  
   5:00 PM Youth ROCKS (Youth Room 

         Sept 21 10:00 AM Young @ Heart (Adult Library)  

         Sept 22 10:30 AM CPWM (Adult Library) 

        Sept 23 6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

        Sept 24 10:30 AM Genesis Bible Study (Youth Room) 
   11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)   

        Sept 27 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship  
   12:00 PM Child Protection Training (Sanctuary) 
    
    

BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
516 Franklin Road 
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909 

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M. 

PHONE: (615) 373-4826 
FAX: (615) 373-4869 

www.brenthaven.org 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 20           

STAFF & LEADERSHIP 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor 

Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor  

Rena Sutton, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Linda Pulley, Director of Music 

Amity Marsh, Organist 

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.org) 

Session – The Elders 

Class of 2027 Class of 2028            Class of 2029   
Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell Larry Davidson 
Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins Deborah Deaton 
Mike Murphy Frank Scott Jan Marshall 
Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland Anita Tilley 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 13 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (green)  

Exodus 16:2-15 and Psalm 105:1-6,37-45; 

Jonah 3:10-4:11 and Psalm 145:1-8; 

 Philippians 1:21-30;  
   Matthew 20:1-16 

Stamp 

 OPERATING BUDGET 

Dedicated Giving                                       $1,640.00 

Donations towards Budgeted Expense 6,751.60 

Manse Rental Income 5,630.01 

Weekly Need 10,835.00 

Received Year-to-Date 388,204.24 

Actual Spend Year-to-Date 404,546.00 

Difference   -16,341.76 


