
October 4, 2026
THEME:  THE BEGINNING OF THE END

– IT’S TIME TO SPEAK UP FOR THE TRUTH

Sometimes people get braver when they realize they are nearing the end. They speak things they 
couldn’t or wouldn’t say before, even to the powerful, because they realize they have nothing to 
lose. 
The message of repentance and forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ death on the cross has many 
powerful enemies. Sometimes those enemies are religious people, rebellious spirits and heretics. 
Sometimes those enemies are people of this world who worship their own personal desires and 
glory in their shame.
It doesn’t matter how powerful the enemies are. God persists in speaking his truth and drawing 
our eyes to his Son, who will help us persevere to the end and speak truth to power.

Pre Service -  Pans of Hope: As the Deer 

Please stand. 

 Have Thine Own Way

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way.
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay;
Mold me and make me, after Thy will
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way.
Search me and try me, Master today.
Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now,
As in Thy presence humbly I bow.

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way.
Wounded and weary, help me, I pray.
Power all power, surely is Thine.
Touch me and heal me, Savior divine.

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have thine own way.
Hold o’er my being absolute sway.
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only always, living in me. 

Please be seated. 



WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS

INVOCATION

Pastor: We begin our worship and praise the same way we were baptized: In the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.

MORNING PRAYER

C: I thank You my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this 
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. 
Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one 
another. In the book of James we are told, “Therefore confess your sins to each 
other and pray for one another so that you may be healed.” As one body in Christ, 
we unite our hearts in prayer:

C:  Lord, I pray to You because I am hurting.  I have cut myself off from 
You and others by the sin in my life.  I need Your forgiveness so that I may 
find healing for my wounded life and for the wounds I have caused others. 
Today in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive me and by the power of Your Holy 
Spirit renew my heart.  Amen



P: We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, “He has sent me to 
announce forgiveness to the prisoners and to restore sight to the blind, to give 
mercy to those whose lives are shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the 
Lord.” God gave His only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins and rise from death to 
give us eternal life. We are forgiven. We live in the favor of the Lord.

C:    Amen!

 Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!  
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit washed in His blood.

Chorus:     This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 
     This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

Loving Submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, kept in His love.  Chorus.

GOD SPEAKS



ISAIAH 5:1-7

I will sing for the one I love
    a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard
    on a fertile hillside.
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones
    and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower in it
    and cut out a winepress as well.
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,
    but it yielded only bad fruit.
3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah,
    judge between me and my vineyard.
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard
    than I have done for it?
When I looked for good grapes,
    why did it yield only bad?
5 Now I will tell you
    what I am going to do to my vineyard:
I will take away its hedge,
    and it will be destroyed;
I will break down its wall,
    and it will be trampled.
6 I will make it a wasteland,
    neither pruned nor cultivated,
    and briers and thorns will grow there.
I will command the clouds
    not to rain on it.”
7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty
    is the nation of Israel,
and the people of Judah
    are the vines he delighted in.
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed;
    for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.



MATTHEW 21:33-43

33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. 
He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he 

rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 34 When the 
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a 

third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the 

tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They 
will respect my son,’ he said.
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. 

Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him 
out of the vineyard and killed him.
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?”
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will 
rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at 
harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“‘The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people who will produce its fruit.



Please stand. 

Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! 
Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
See the place where he was laid; Alleluia!
Praise him for the ransom paid. Alleluia!

For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!
Sinless in the sinners’ stead. Alleluia!
“Christ is ris’n,” today we cry; Alleluia!
Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia!
God and sinners reconciled. Alleluia!
While,in strange and awefull strife. Alleluia!
Met together death and life. Alleluia!

Christ, who once for sinners bled, Alleluia!
Now the firstborn from the dead, Alleluia!
Throned in endless might and power, Alleluia!
Lives and reigns forevermore. Alleluia!

Please be seated. 



SERMON  THE BEGINNING OF THE END
 – IT’S TIME TO SPEAK UP FOR THE TRUTH  

 (a message based on PHILIPPIANS 3:12-21)

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press 

on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I 
do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 

behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some 

point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to 
what we have already attained.
17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as 

a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, as I have often told you 
before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in 

their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And 

we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body.



17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as 

a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, as I have often told you 
before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in 

their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And 

we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body.

Please stand. 

THE NICENE CREED

C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through Him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and 
was buried.  On the third day He rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe 
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated. 



WE RESPOND

THANK OFFERING

“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen.  
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 

(2 Corinthians 4:18)

Pans of Hope – Oh When the Saints



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please stand. 

PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today 
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are Yours now and ever.  Amen.

(Our prayer team is always ready to go to the throne of the Father for you.  
For prayer chain requests, email prayer@livinghopereunion.church.) 

Please be seated. 



THE SACRAMENT

P: The Lord be with you.
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.
C:  We lift them up to the Lord.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
our Lord.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread, gave 
thanks and gave it to His disciples saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given 
into death for your sins.”

In the same way, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them 
saying, “Drink from it all of you.  This is My blood of the new covenant poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this whenever you drink it in 
remembrance of Me.”

M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:   Amen.

(The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately 
with Christ and with one another as Christians.  To understand more about the 
Lord’s Supper, please visit with our pastor.  He would love to talk with you about the 
blessings of the Lord’s Supper.)

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper



 Rock of Ages

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed
Be of sin the double cure:  Cleanse me from its guilt and power.

Not the labors of my hands can fulfill Thy law’s demands.
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone. Thou must save and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hands I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress, helpless look to Thee for grace.
Foul, I to the fountain fly – Wash me, Savior, or I die!

	 While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death,
	 When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
	 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee!

 The Power of the Cross



 The Power of the Cross

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day  
Christ on the road to Calvary
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, Then    
Nailed to a cross of wood

Chorus	This, the power of the cross    
Christ became sin for us
Took the blame, bore the wrath    
We stand forgiven at the cross

Oh, to see the pain written on Your face    
Bearing the awesome weight of sin
Every bitter thought, every evil deed
Crowning Your bloodstained brow.  Chorus

               Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life
‘Finished!’ the victory cry.  Chorus

Oh, to see my name written in the wounds
For through Your suffering I am free
Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live
Won through Your selfless love

This, the power of the cross   Son of God slain for us
What a love! What a cost!    We stand forgiven at the cross

This the power of the cross    Christ became sin for us
Took the blame, bore the wrath    We stand forgiven at the cross	

Please stand. 



BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen. 

GREET ONE ANOTHER 

Please be seated. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand. 

By Faith

By faith we see the hand of God 
In the light of creation’s grand design, 



In the light of creation’s grand design, 
In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness, 
Who walk by faith and not by sight.  

By faith our fathers roamed the earth 
With the pow’r of His promise in their hearts, 
Of a holy city built by God’s own hand, 
A place where peace and justice reign.

Chorus:  We will stand as children of the promise; 
We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s reward.  
Till the race is finished and the work is done, 
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith the prophets saw a day 
When the longed-for Messiah would appear, 
With the pow’r to break the chains of sin and death 
And rise triumphant from the grave.

By faith the church was called to go 
In the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost, 
To deliver captives and to preach good news 
In ev’ry corner of the earth.  Chorus.

By faith this mountain shall be moved 
And the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 
For we know in Christ all things are possible 
For all who call upon His name.  Chorus.  

Post-Service – Pans of Hope 


