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From the Pastor’s Desk:  Paul’s Letter to Grace

(continued on page 2)

Publisher’s Note:  Requests 
were made to reprint Pastor 
Courtney’s sermon kicking off 
our 125th year-long celebration.  
We reprint a portion of it here.

If Paul was writing a letter 
to the Christian church in 
Red Lion, what would he 
say? That is what the epistles 
(letters) that we have in the 
New Testament are, after 
all: correspondence written 
to Christian communities 
in a particular place, at a 
particular time. They are Paul’s attempt to encourage, 
correct, and witness to various groups of Christians 
that had gathered into communities of faith throughout 
the known world.

So what would the Apostle Paul say to those of us 
gathered here this morning, as we mark the beginning 
of our 125th year of ministry as Grace Lutheran 
Church in Red Lion and the start of our year-long 
jubilee celebration? What would his letter encourage, 
correct, and witness to? I think it would sound a little 
something like this:

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in 

Christ at Grace Lutheran Church in Red Lion:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have 
for all the saints, because of the hope you celebrate 
each time you remember your baptism. You have 
heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the 
gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit 
and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing 
fruit among you, dear sisters and brothers in Red Lion, 
from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the 
grace of God— grace which is unconditionally given 
and which you receive by no work or effort of your 
own. This you learned from the first sermon preached 
in Grace Lutheran, by Seminarian H. E. Berkey; from 
pastors Day, Clapper, Seitz, Reeves, and Melusky; 
from Sunday School teachers, Council leaders, and 
musicians. They have been faithful ministers of Christ 
on your behalf, and have made this known to us and 
the community. For this reason, since the day we 

heard it, we have not ceased 
praying for you and asking 
that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of God's will 
in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, so that you 
may lead lives worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing to him, 
as you bear fruit in every 
good work and as you grow 
in the knowledge of God. Do 
not be deceived, however, 
that such fruit and growth 
will be easy. For the greatest 
deception in our present 
time is that the easiest path 
in ministry must be the 

will of God. No, rather, discerning God’s desires for 
Grace Lutheran requires prayer, listening, devotion 
to our holy Scriptures, and a constant commitment 
to die and rise daily, approaching the unknown with 
trust that the God who claimed you in baptism will 
see you through. We pray that such discipleship will 
be easy and enjoyable, but find assurance knowing 
that God will stay with you in times that it is not, 
promising meaningful wholeness over comforting 
lies. Remember, my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
that you are one. You have been baptized in the name 
of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; you 
have been sealed with the Holy Spirit; you have been 
marked with the cross of Christ forever; and you have 
been brought into the one body of Christ, connected 
with the saints of all times and places. Like I said to 



(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)
the Galatians, I now say to you, “there is no longer Jew 
or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer traditional or contemporary, there is no longer 
rich or poor, there is no longer born-and-raised or 
transplant, there is no longer male and female; for all 
of you are one in Christ Jesus” (3:28). Take care to love 
one another with honesty, not talking about each other 
as some congregations do, but speaking directly with 
love, addressing your conflict as it arises, and seeking 
mutual solutions. This, as our Lord Jesus Christ sets 
out in the gospel of Matthew, is how the church grows 
in healthy ways so they can best share the good news 
that you have come to know. To be sure, the church is 
not how it once was. This is both something we grieve 
and celebrate. The church that exists in 2019 is both 
deeply rooted in its past and has far outgrown what it 
once was in its calling to bear fruit. The future, yet to 
be discovered, may feel overwhelming to you at times, 
but keep in mind the truth that brought this church 
together from the beginning, as spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah:

But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. (43:1-3a)

Our God has been faithful to you, and we see how 
the Holy Spirit has been working through your Food 
Pantry ministry, the community outreach you have 
been growing, and the care you offer one another 
during struggles and pain. In hearing such good news 
for the people of Grace and for the town of Red Lion, 
we are confident that God will continue to bless the 
ministry done in the name of Jesus Christ. Be careful 
and pay attention that you recognize this good for what 
it is, the work of God among you! Do not fall into the 
trap of calling a bad thing good and good thing bad, 
and resting in the ease of complaints over the effort 
of improving and resting in joy. There are people who 
need to hear and see this good news you proclaim in 
Christ’s name; people who need to hear, really hear, 
that they are loved by God just as they are, those that 
sit next to you as you hear this letter, and those outside 
the church walls. As you begin your Jubilee year, 
celebrating 125 years of ministry, remember the past as 
a witness to how this good news has transformed the 
lives of those who set up this church before you. And 
may it transform you, for centuries into the future, as 
the Holy Spirit, which was given to you in baptism, 
continues to let the light of Christ shine through you, 
so that all the ends of the earth may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

A letter from the Apostle Paul, and it would be called 
“The Book of Grace.”  Amen.

Your fellow servant in Christ,
+Pastor Courtney

A Note From the Grace 
Anniversary Committee 

We give thanks for those who founded this 
community of believers and for the signs of God’s 
presence in our congregation. Some activities now in 
the planning stages are:

•	 Holiday Bazaar on November 9.  Help will be 
needed.

•	 Special Christmas activities
•	 Block party open to the community

Remember.  This will be a year of celebration.  Watch 
for more information. 

The Summer worship theme is 
Fruit of the Spirit. (a different 

fruit each Sunday)
2
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New Collaboration between 
Grace/Graceful Women & the 

RLASD
Graceful Women and Red Lion High School have 

entered into a project together to provide feminine 
hygiene products to young ladies who are not always 
able to do so on their own. Statistics show that as many 
as 1 in 5 girls miss school monthly due to a lack of 
products. Our intention is to make this a continuous 
project that we would support. In addition, we will 
be doing fundraisers and soliciting local businesses 
and product manufacturers. The initial supply will 
come from the Graceful Women treasury. The school 
board has approved our project and has provided us 
with a location to stock items. We have named it the 
RLCC (Red Lion Comfort Closet). Will you please help 
us kick off this project? You may drop your financial 
gift in the offering plate or the black box outside the 
finance office. Please make checks payable to Grace 
Lutheran/Graceful Women.  Your generosity is very 
much appreciated and thank you for helping to benefit 
and impact the lives of deserving young ladies.

Spiritrust Volunteer 
Opportunity

Dear Friends, we are currently in need of caring 
individuals interested in serving our York County 
community by becoming Hospice Volunteers for 
SpiriTrust Lutheran Home Care & Hospice. Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors... Hospice Volunteering can make 
such a difference not only in the lives of those needing 
support, but also in your life! SpiriTrust Lutheran 
Home Care & Hospice is looking for caring individuals 
interested in serving our local York County community 
by becoming hospice volunteers.  Our volunteers are 
part of the SpiriTrust Lutheran Home Care & Hospice 
team and provide emotional support to clients and their 
families, relief to caregivers, and friendship at a time 
when companionship is needed most. All volunteers 
receive specialized training before assignment to client 
and families. Volunteer training is FREE and the next 
session  is scheduled for September 6 &  September 
13 from 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at  our  office located  at 
180 Leader Heights Rd, York, Pa. There is no area of 
SpiriTrust Lutheran Home Care &  Hospice where the 
expertise and enthusiasm of the volunteers is not a 
valuable asset. Please consider becoming part of this 
very important and life changing ministry by calling 
our Volunteer Coordinator at 717-757-0774. Thank 
you for helping us reach out to individuals in the 
community who may be interested in sharing their 
time and talents with other community members in 
their time of need.

Sincerely, 
Missy Gladfelter
Volunteer Coordinator, SpiriTrust Lutheran Home 
Care & Hospice. 717-757-0774 or email:  
mgladfelter@spiritrustlutheranhc.org.

The Sea of Life
We sail upon the sea of life-
God gives us the wind;
He is the spirit of all life, 
This world that rests in Him.
God’s love, an overwhelming 
force-
He leads us all through life.
The straight and narrow 
course He steers;
We sail through happiness 
and strife.
He shows us all the way to 
go,
Our free will to choose,
Not the stormy course is His,
If we don’t sail, we lose.
He gives us the oars to steer
To His ever-loving hand
Upon His straight and 
narrow course,
Into the Promised Land.

-James Joseph Huesgen

erma’s Inspirations

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.



This month, we are reading Ape 
House by Sara Gruen.  We liked 
Water for Elephants so much, we 
decided to read another of this 
author’s books.  Goodreads.com 

has this to say about the book:

“Isabel Duncan, a scientist at the Great Ape Language 
Lab, doesn’t understand people, but animals she 
gets - especially the bonobos apes. Isabel feels more 
comfortable in their world than she’s ever felt among 
humans... until she meets John Thigpen, a very married 
reporter who braves the ever-present animal rights 
protesters outside the lab to see what’s really going on 
inside.

When an explosion rocks the lab, severely injuring 
Isabel and “liberating” the apes, John’s human 
interest piece turns into the story of a lifetime.  Then 
a reality TV show featuring the missing apes debuts 
under mysterious circumstances, and it immediately 
becomes the biggest - and unlikeliest - phenomenon in 
the history of modern media. Now, to save her family 
of apes from this parody of human life, Isabel must 
connect with her own kind, including John; a green-
haired vegan; and a retired porn star with her own 
agenda.”

If you would like to join us, we meet every third 
Thursday of the month in the Welcome Center at 6:30 
p.m.  To borrow a copy of the book, please contact 

Geri Jacobs or Jennifer Rudolf.  Anyone with a love of 
reading can join us.  Hope to see you there!
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Missing the fellowship?  Don’t fret!!  Packing boxes 
for our September food distribution will be held on 
Saturday, August 17 and 24 at 8:30 a.m.  If you have 
never participated in this activity, you are missing 
a truly wonderful opportunity to fellowship with 
our own church members as well as students from 
the high school and members of St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church as well as provide our clients with boxes filled 
with food for their families.  We still need donations 
of health care products such as body wash, shampoo, 
liquid dish detergent and laundry detergent which 
can be dropped off in the lobby at any time.  We have 
continued to have clients call for emergency food 
during the weeks between the scheduled distribution 
so the need remains.  Please find it in your heart to 
help with your time or with a monetary donation to 
the Food Pantry.  We cannot continue this out-reach 
ministry without your help and prayers.

Nothing Feels so 
Good as Helping 
Others

News
I would like to start by saying “Thank 

You” to everyone who completed the 
congregational survey.  We have compiled the results 
and are starting to talk at Council meetings about the 
results and how we are going to implement them into 
our planning.  I will be including the results soon with 
an action plan for supporting the areas we are doing 
well; as well as how to improve the areas you have 
identified as “not meeting expectations.”  If you did 
not have the time or have additional thoughts about 
the survey feel free to grab me and share.  The better 
understanding, we have the better we can be as a 
church community.

As to some items we are working on as a council, we 
have begun working on the 2020 budget.  Since we are 
talking about 2020, it is time to think about who will be 
taking on new leadership roles for the upcoming year.  
The nominating committee will be starting to look for 
members to replace the outgoing committee members.  
If you would like to serve on Council, please reach out. 
You do not need to be tapped to serve. There are many 
exciting initiatives that are occurring, and we would 
enjoy having your help.

Also, save a date - September 15.  We are looking to 
celebrate our service accomplishments for the year, 
and say thanks to all that make it happen. We will have 
one combined service that day, followed by brunch 
served by Council and the TOGS.  The brunch is open 
to everyone.  More details to follow.

As always, thank you for your support and active 
help in accomplishing God’s work.

-Joe Turek, Council President
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Stewardship and faith:
Deceived by ‘the lie of more’

And Jesus said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist 
in the abundance of possessions.’ -Luke 12:15

“The Andersons” looked uncomfortable as they 
explained why they couldn’t give more.   “We’d like 
to,” Mrs. Anderson said, “but we’re getting killed with 
bills.” Mr. Anderson added, “We barely make ends 
meet.”

Swimming with stagnant wages against a tide of 
rising costs, millions of working families struggle 
to find even enough, but the Andersons’ plight is 
different. They are blessed with excellent jobs and 
generous incomes. Sadly, they fell prey to “the lie of 
more” that drives our consumer culture.

“The lie of more” deceives us into thinking that true 
happiness, true peace, true contentment is within our 
grasp – if we only have a little “more.” So we grasp for 
more stuff, more wealth, more experiences. We often 
end up not only drowning in debt, but also less happy, 
less peaceful and less content.

People of all incomes can become ensnared in “the lie 
of more.” In its trap we squander our abundance for 
scarcity. Instead of living in the freedom and joy that 
Jesus spoke about in John 10:10, we live in the bondage 
of debt and stress. 

Here are some ways to free yourself from “the lie of 
more”:

•Pray regularly over your finances, thanking
  God for your income (whatever it is) and asking 
  for wisdom and strength to live within your
  means. 
•Use a household budgeting tool or work with a
   friend who is good with numbers to come up
   with a plan to immediately match your income
   with your bills.
•Develop a longer-term strategy to pay off credit
   cards.
•Pray over every expenditure: Is this a necessity
   or a want? Will this really bring me happiness?
   Does this fit into my budget strategy?
•Work towards a faith plan for your income, such
  as 10-10-80: Give away 10 %, save 10 % and live
  on 80 %. 
•Explore “financial literacy.” Perhaps you could
   encourage your congregation to sponsor classes!
•As you started with prayer, continue to pray
   regularly over your finances. 

No matter what our income, our lives are fuller and 
richer when we confront “the lie of more” and focus on 
the sources of true happiness: Our loving relationship 
with God and neighbor. 

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. 

What do you know about our history 
of Grace & Red Lion? 

In 1894 the lot at the corner of Charles 
and High Streets was donated by 
Mrs. Catherine Meyer known "As The 
Mother of Red Lion."  Grace Church 
has been a part of Red Lion and maybe 
you can learn something new about our 
town. We hope you will take time to 
enjoy our cabinet and its history as we 

go through the year filling our cabinet with information 
about our church families.

What’s In the Display case?

Graceful Women Program 
for September

Former Peace Corps Volunteer, Keith McCleary will 
present a colorful visual journey traveling back to the 
village where he lived in northeastern Uttar Pradesh, 
India, after 48 years.  This program is scheduled for 
Thursday, September 5 at 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Spirit 
Cellar of Grace Lutheran Church.  The program is open 
to the public, all are welcome.

The Spirit Cellar has a tradition of volunteers to 
provide breakfast for the community.  We would like 
to add your name to the list of those who feed our 
stomachs in addition to our souls.  Anyone who has 
a love of cooking (or likes to buy premade food) can 
sign up on the dry erase board by the breakfast table.  
Having several volunteers means no one person is 
funding food for everyone.  Some people who come 
each week are in need of a consistent meal.  If you can 
afford to make a difference, please sign up.

Snack Helpers are Needed



Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

August’s flowers:

September’s flowers:

August has some events for 
you to get out in nature and 
enjoy God’s creation through 
the Lutheran Camping 
Corporation’s wonderful 
properties.  Here is what is 
happening in August:

Dinner Church – August 4 and 18:  Join us for a 
time of fellowship and worship around a picnic 
feast. Simple songs and creative expression mark this 
unique worship opportunity.  From 5 – 6:30 p.m. at 
the Whittel Farm.  This event is free to attend.

Lutheran Camping Night with the Harrisburg 
Senator’s Game – August 24:  The Lutheran Camping 
Corporation and the Harrisburg Senators Baseball 
Team invite your church family to a night of fun and 
fellowship at FNB Field for our annual Lutheran 
Camping Night (part 2)!  Tickets are $11 each ($4 of 
each ticket will be donated to the LCC).  A portion 
of each Advance Sale Ticket will benefit the Lutheran 
Camping Corporation’s Campership Fund.  Group 
tickets are available through your congregation. 
Individual tickets may be purchased by calling 
the Senators box office at 717-231-4444.  Contact 
Jeff Bell with the Senators at 717-231-4444 ext. 109 
or jbell@senatorsbaseball.com with any questions.  
You can also download a mail-in order form on the 
lutherancamping.org/events page.
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Wedding Anniversaries

August Celebrations

Lutheran Camping 

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

t.O.g.s News

04 –  In memory of John C. Schoomaker and 
our parents Mr. & Mrs. J. Schoomaker and Mr. 
& Mrs. Albert Krout by Barb & Gary Krout
11 – To the glory of God by Jack and Doris 
Jones
18 – In memory of Primrose McCallum,         
Carl McCallum Sr. & Fredrick Collins by 
George McCallum
25 – In memory of Palmer Grim by Jean and 
family

01 - In memory of Jay Rhine by Dick & Jean 
Rhine & family
08 - In memory of Albert & Blanche Arnold, 
George & Rosette Barshinger & Edward 
Arnold by Fern & family
15 - In memory of Noah & Ethelda Smith by 
their children & grandchildren
22 - Sponsored by Barb Slavinski
29 - In memory of Peggy Keener & honor of 
Jay Keener by the children, Cindy, Linda, 
Teresa, Craig & Blaine

          04 - Robert & Joyce Arnold	
	 08 - Cora Sue & Lynn Herbst	
	 10 - J. Kenneth Jr. & Betty Laucks	
	 11 - Kelby & Alisha Mundis
          12 - William & Carol Coeyman	
	 15 - Andrew & Deborah Warntz	
	 18 - Charles & Janet Murphy	
	 19 - Gerald & Connie Heiss	
	 20 - Robert & Alana Haag	
	 24 - Bradley & Wendy Mummert	
	 27 - Dennis & Connie Walters	
	 27 - Jack & Ellen Warntz	
	 30 - Darla Ray & Greg Hodson

01 - Kevin Grim	
02 - Colleen T. Grove	
03 - Cindy Golden	
05 - Isaac Phillips-Cary
07 - John Fishel	
08 - Kaitlyn Germick
08 - Sara Stauffer
10 - Betty Laucks
10 - J. Kenneth Laucks Jr.

12 - Dawn Coeyman
16 - Ronald Golden
20 - Kristine Eveler
22 - Chase Traina
25 - Denise Kerr
27 - Deborah Warntz
29 - C. Richard Rhine
29 - Emily Shoffner
30 - Jud Stauffer

The TOGS are having a back to school 
bonfire at pastor Courtney’s house 
from 6 -8:00 p.m. on August 18.  Bring 
a snack to share.  For directions to the 
Erzkus house, see Pastor.  The bonfire 
will happen rain or shine.

Pastoral Acts
There were no Pastoral Acts this month.
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