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MAIN POINT

When fathers pursue Jesus, families experience change.

INTRODUCTION

Who is your favorite TV dad, and why? On the other hand, who do you consider
to be the worst example of a father you’ve seen on TV?

Now that you are an adult, do you notice some of the traits and habits of your
father in yourself? How do you think your father’s example has affected you?

The father is the servant leader of his home. From either being a father or having one, his walk and his
talk impact the family greatly. When you walk toward God instead of away from Him, and when you
talk about and pursue Jesus, your family will experience change.

UNDERSTANDING

You may not have noticed it before, but there are no perfect families in the
Bible. Every family we read about went through seasons where they made
mistakes, ignored God, and hit spiritual (and often moral) lows. Which families
from Scripture come to mind? What were some of their low points, and what
role did the father play?

Have you thought much about the impact your personal walk and talk can have
on your family? In what ways have you experienced this?

Your walk and your talk will impact your family, for good or for bad. Today we will look at two fathers
in the Bible who walked and talked very differently. As a result, their families were impacted in
positive and negative ways, based on these men’s actions.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JUDGES 13:1-23.

What opinions do you have about Manoah and his wife from this passage?

How would you assess their spirituality? Who seems more devout? More level-
headed? Explain.

Because they were devout, Manoah and his wife believed the promise given to them and sought for
further information on how they should raise the boy (see Judg. 13:8). They made an offering of
thanks (see 13:19), and they showed reverential fear and then wisdom when they saw that the
Messenger who came to them was in fact the Angel of the Lord (see 13:20- 23). But we also learn from
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Samson’s birth story that his father struggled to believe God in faith (v. 8,17) and feared what God was
doing in his life (v. 22).

Manoah may have struggled with the faith to trust God, but he knew to ask for
wisdom in raising Samson (v. 8). Did your father show wisdom in raising you to
serve God? If so, how? Is this something you do often enough in your
parenting?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JUDGES 14:1-10.

In verses 3-4 and 8-10, we learn more about the relationship Samson had with
his parents, as well as their take on his pursuit of this wife. What stands out to
you in this passage?

What do you make of the parents’ immediate response (v. 3) and eventual
action (v. 10) regarding Samson’s marriage declaration?

Manoah’s name means “compromiser.” How does he live up to his name in this
passage?

How can you relate to this story, either now or in the past? What are the
implications for us as parents as we seek to instruct, model, protect, and equip
our families?

The ignorance of Samson’s parents is critical. Despite the young man’s auspicious beginnings and
their knowledge of his calling, they are as insensitive to the ways of Yahweh as they are of many other
elements. From their interaction in this passage, we get the impression that Manoah struggled to
spiritually lead his son.

Do you ever wish your parents had told you “no” more often? How would that
have saved you mistakes and heartaches?

What was your relationship with your parents like? How did your father handle
the various seasons he faced in parenting?

While Samson’s story gives us a warning about why spiritual leadership in the family is so vital, the
few details we know about Cornelius encourage us to press ahead in the challenging task of leading
our families well.

HAVE ANOTHER VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 10:1-8,30-33, AND 44-48.

In what ways do your words and language set the tone for your family?

Are there things you would rather the younger generation (or your own kids)
hear you talk about than what they currently hear from you?

APPLICATION

Which of your behaviors are your kids imitating? Which of these needs to
change in order to focus them more on Christ?

If you are a parent, what has been the toughest parenting season you have faced
to date? How was your relationship with the Lord impacted during that season?



How have you seen your view of God and Scripture passed down to your own
children or others within the next generation? How can we encourage our
families and friends to love and serve God more fully?

PRAYER

COMMENTARY
JUDGES 13

13:2-5. The opening of Samson’s story exactly matches that of Samuel, inviting comparison of these
two sons born to formerly barren women. The name of his father, Manoah, means “rest,” which is
what Israel lacked. The description of his wife as unable to conceive and having no children echoes
the description of Sarah in Gen 11:30, raising expectations of a child who would be of great
significance for God’s plans. Their personal tragedy mirrored the pitiable state of the nation as a
whole.

13:8. The woman’s husband, Manoah, prayed for a return visit from the angelic figure, presumably so
they might receive additional instructions on how to raise this child. In reality, there was nothing
more Manoah needed to know. Possibly he was jealous of the fact that the Angel appeared to his wife
rather than to him.

13:9-14. God graciously responded to Manoah’s request, though it is significant that when the Angel
appeared again it was initially to the woman alone. Learning of the appearance, Manoah sought to
question the Angel about his identity and the mission of the boy. The Angel simply repeated the
instructions earlier given to his wife. There was nothing required of Manoah, only of his wife.

13:15-18. Manoah’s invitation to a meal may have been an act of hospitality, but the effect of his
actions is unwittingly made clear by his words Please stay here, which literally meant, “Let us detain
you.” The Angel declined Manoah'’s offer, instead inviting him to present it as a burnt offering to the
Lord. Manoah asked the Angel’s name. Apparently, he was still unable to put the clues together and
recognize the Angel of the Lord. The Angel refused to answer his question, affirming that his name
was wonderful—"extraordinary” or “beyond understanding.” In the OT, the Hebrew word translated
“wonderful” is almost invariably used to describe God, not human experiences. If the formation of
every child in the womb is “wonderful” (Ps 139:14), a work of God, how much more must this be true
of a barren woman who would conceive?

13:19-21. Still Manoah failed to grasp the obvious. It was only when the heavenly messenger ascended
in the flames going up from the altar that Manoah finally understood who this messenger was.

13:22-23. Manoah’s wife understood God better than her husband. Once he recognized the Angel of
the Lord, Manoah thought both he and his wife would die. This was indeed the standard penalty for
seeing God (Ex 33:20). As Manoah’s wife noted, God obviously had other intentions.

JUDGES 14:1-10

14:1-2. After Samson’s empowering by the Spirit in 13:25, his next action should have been calling out
the Lord’s people to battle the Philistines. Instead, he wanted to marry a Philistine woman whom he
saw in Timnah. This city was only six miles west of Zorah, Samson’s hometown (13:2), but it was in
the hands of the Philistines. To get there involved going down, both physically and spiritually.



14:3-4. Samson’s parents asked him in vain if there were no women among his relatives whom he
could marry. Intermarriage with the Philistines was a denial of Samson’s calling as a Nazirite, and his
choice of a bride contrasts strongly with the “ideal” wife of Othniel, the first judge, who married
Caleb’s daughter. Samson said of the woman he “saw” (v. 1), I want her, which is literally, “she is right
in my eyes.” In this he represented Israel, where each citizen “did whatever he wanted” (17:6; 21:25),
literally, “what was right in his eyes.” Yet the Lord would use even Samson’s sinful desires to
accomplish His purposes. The text literally says his father and his mother did not know that she was
from the Lord. This Philistine woman would be the means God would use to stir up Samson to begin a
conflict with the Philistines, who were ruling Israel at this time. Again, the absence of any mention of
Israel crying out to the Lord is striking.

14:5-6. On another occasion, Samson was going down to Timnah with his parents when a young lion
rushed at him. This attack happened as he came to the vineyards of Timnah, an odd place for a
Nazirite to be, since he was required to avoid all contact with grape products. The ease with which
Samson disposed of the lion raises questions about why he had not yet begun to dispense with the
enemies of the Lord—the Philistines.

14:8-9. Some time later, as Samson traveled the same road, he turned aside to see the lion’s carcass.
As a Nazirite, he was supposed to remain distant from corpses, yet here he not only went to see the
lion’s carcass but also scooped out of it some honey. Not only did Samson defile himself, he also
defiled his parents by bringing them some of the honey but not informing them of its source. He gave
some to them and they ate it uses the same vocabulary as when Eve gave Adam the fruit.

ACTS 10

10:1. Philip had preached in Caesarea (8:40), so there would have been knowledge of Christianity
there before this incident with Cornelius. The Italian Regiment was probably an auxiliary force of
local soldiers (not Italians or Romans), although the original group may have consisted of Italian
soldiers. Roman soldiers did not have a great reputation since they were often involved in extortion
and brutalization of the local population.

10:2. God-fearers respected Jewish beliefs and customs (including food laws and special days). They
often associated with the Jews, but they were unwilling to become full-fledged proselytes since this
required that they be circumcised and observe other Jewish rituals.

10:4. Fear and bewilderment are common reactions to God’s voice or appearance in biblical accounts
(9:4).

10:33. By saying they had all gathered before God, to hear everything God commanded Peter to say or
do, Cornelius showed the childlike openness Jesus asked of His disciples (Lk 18:15-17).

10:44-46. Faith, the coming of the Holy Spirit, and believer’s baptism are again all components of
conversion, although again in a different order. Since the Gentile converts spoke in other languages
and declared the greatness of God just as the Jewish believers had done at Pentecost (2:4-11), the
circumcised believers who were with Peter were astounded.

10:47-48. Again we see prompt baptism in response to new faith (8:36-39).



