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Pastor Joe’s November Newsletter 

Jeremiah 30:19 

From them will come songs of thanksgiving and the sound of rejoicing. I will add to their numbers, and 
they will not be decreased; I will bring them honor, and they will not be disdained. 

When we trust in Jesus, God honors our work. We must continue to grow in our faith and service to Jesus’ 
mission, reaching out into the community and beyond to help bring people to faith. 

Last month, I talked about how change can be a good thing. This month, I want to talk about Thanksgiving, not 
just on that day but throughout the year. We have much to be thankful for. I know some have experienced loss; 
that is what the Body of Christ is about. To support each other in hard times as well as celebrate in the good 
times.  

Part of channeling our faith for Jesus’ ministry is our Advent Devotional. I am asking our members to pick a 
verse or two that means something to them and write a paragraph or two on why it means something to their 
faith. I have received 12 devotions so far. We need at least 13 more for the Advent booklet. This is a great spir-
itual practice that helps us discern why we believe in Jesus and hear what other members feel. 

Sadly, we said goodbye to Leslie after 3 1/2 years as she cares for her parents and children. She will be greatly 
missed. 

We have so much to be thankful for. This month, we have-  

Nov 2-3 is our All Saints weekend, where we honor our loved ones who have passed this year. 

Nov 10 we have our congregational meeting at 10:00 to inform the congregation of what we have done in the 
past several months and hope to accomplish in the near future. 

November 14 is our bingo night! 

Nov 27 is our Thanksgiving service at 7:00 

There are 2 youth retreats and one event night. 

We also have two baptisms in November. 

We have two small group/bible studies every Monday at 10:00 am and 7:30 pm 

Events, worship services and small groups are great for inviting friends and neighbors. Tell whoever you invit-
ed that you will meet them there. This is a great way to ask someone to an event or worship service that is less 
intimidating.  

 

Peace, Pastor Joe 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2030%3A19&version=NIV


 

The EPLC received the following gifts.  

Window Fund 

Given by Nancy Carlsen in memory of her      

husband Carter  

Given by Mary Ann Triveri in memory of         

Dorothy Giambrone  

Given by Alice and Walt Rybak in memory of 

Dorothy Giambrone  
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Dear Friends, 
When we lose someone dear to us, we’re reminded that tomorrow is not a guarantee for any one 
of us, whether we’re young or old, healthy or in failing health.  But as believers in Christ, we know 
that the grave is not the end.  The final chapter of our lives is not failing health and death, but ra-
ther the resurrection to life everlasting. It’s in dying that we are born to eternal life.   
  
On All Saints Day weekend, November 2nd and 3rd, we will read the names of those who have 
died this past year, and were buried through the ministry of EPLC.  We also remember those dear 
to us whose names have been submitted by our EPLC family, but weren’t buried through EPLC.  
We will light a candle and ring a chime in their memory.  It’s a time of prayer, thanksgiving, and 
remembrance.  Some of these names will be familiar to you, and some will not.  In addition to offici-
ating at services for members, we officiate at services for family members, and former members, 
and we minister to families from the community in their time of loss.  Many of these families have 
begun worshipping with us on a regular basis and have found EPLC to be a warm, welcoming 
community where they feel comfortable, and have found a place to nourish their faith.  
  
All Saints Day gives us a time to especially remember, and give thanks for, all of our loved ones and 
friends who are home with God.  We light a candle in their memory and reflect on all the ways our 
lives have been touched by them.  You will be given an opportunity to light a candle in memory of 
your loved ones as well.  
  
As we enter into this Thanksgiving season, we give thanks to God for our many blessings and for 
his constant provision.  We give thanks for all the people he has placed in our lives that stand be-
side us as faithful witnesses to the Gospel, and we give thanks for all the saints who have been 
called home and now rest with God.  
  
Jean Anderson + Edward Bensen + Beverley Brumm + Rita Burke + Margo Clarke +  
Todd Couper + Carolyn Culliton + Carl Edwards + Dorothy Eisaman + Jerry Gaede + Catalino 
Gatpo + Dorothy Giambrone + Carol Goerne + Daniel Graves + Daniel Grosse + Floyd Halverson + 
Christine Hamilton + Beth Hansen + Jan Hansen + Richard Hartwig + Tom Heffernan + Caryl Hein-
ichen + Helen Huhtelin + Merlyce James + Rick Janci +  
Linda Jareczek + Barbara Johnson + Bert Johnson + David Jones + Jennifer Kass + Michael Keady + 
Betty Kopke + Louis Krueger + Luanne Lenick + Gloria Leonard +  
Scott Lucke + Karen Lundberg + Almeda Maynard + Anthony Melone + Nicholas Nickson +  
Diana Nielsen + Ann Pearson + Laura Phelps + Elisa Hugo Rogge + Diane Romano +  
Ronald Rosenthal + Angela Sarlo + Deanna Aronson Smart + Barbara Smith +  
Michael Specialle + Paul Swanson + Byron Taylor + Barbara Thomas + Barbara Watkins + Bob 
Workman + William Wrenn + Joan Yost + 
 
Blessings, 
Deacon Carole Edwards 
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All Saints' Day weekend is a time to honor and remember those who have 
passed away in the past year. During the service, we will read their names, 
light candles in memory of loved ones, and ring a chime in their honor. It will 
be a time of prayer, thanksgiving, and remembrance.  
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Altar Flowers: If you would like to order altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please call 

the office. We ask for one week’s notice. Altar flowers: $46 (for a set of two) or Pulpit or 

baptismal flowers: $26   

The Men’s Ministry meets on the second Saturday of the month for men’s breakfast, this month at 

Lola’s Diner 920 Busse Hwy, Park Ridge, IL at 8:00am 

EPLC Medical Lending closet: Items available for loan: walkers, wheelchairs, bath chairs, wheel-

chairs, toilet seats and crutches. Please call the church office 773-631-9131 ahead so we can make 

sure we have the item you need. 

Please contact Pastor Joe at 

224-204-7554 or Deacon Carole Edwards at773-580-3617 when you are hospi-

talized or whenever you would like a phone call or a visit. Even if you would ra-

ther not have a visit, we would still appreciate the  opportunity to pray for your 

healing.  

Scheduling a Baptism?  

     Contact the church office at  773-631-9131to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding?  

Contact the church office to get your date on the calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial stages.  

Do you receive our Friday weekly email? Look for “News and events at EPLC” email in your spam, if 
not please call the church office 773-631-9131. 

Pastor Joe is starting a mid-day small 

group/bible study.   

On Mondays at 10am.  

Our purpose is to grow in our faith and 

God’s mission. If you are interested in being 

a part of the group, please email pastor at 

jschultz@edisonparkchurch.com 

Cleaning out your linen closet?? Your old sheets 
sets are needed! EPLC Quilters are looking for 
sheets to be used as backings for quilted blankets. 
Over the years this volunteer group has sewn hun-
dreds of pieced quilts for refugee camps all over 
the world through Lutheran World Relief. Drop off 
donations to the church office during regular of-
fice hours 8:30-2:30 M-F. 
Call the church 773-631-9131. 
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Stuff a Holiday Stocking for The Night Ministry! 

Please help share the magic of the Holidays with the unhoused youth and young adults who are 

served by The Night Ministry of Chicago. Donate a Stocking filled with warmth and essentials from 

the specific list of items below. Empty stockings are available at EPLC’s Welcome Center for individ-

uals or families to take, fill with all of the items from the list, and return to EPLC. Please focus on the 

QUALITY of items from the list provided, rather than the quantity of stockings donated. For Fre-

quently Asked Questions about The Night Ministry’s Holiday Celebration please see the additional 

flyer at the Welcome Center. 

 

Empty Stockings can be picked up from the Welcome Center now through the end of November 

or until they are gone. You are also welcome to provide your own 18” stocking but it must be tied 

or pinned at the top. Please fill out the Sign-Up sheet to indicate the number of filled stockings to 

be donated.   

 

Filled Stockings can be dropped off at the Welcome Center no later than Sunday, December 1st. A 

box is provided under the desk. Please check off your name on the Sign-Up sheet when dropping 

off. EPLC is hoping to donate 45-50 filled stockings! 

 

Each Stocking should include the following: 

• Winter Hat  

• Pair of Warm Gloves 

• Pair of Adult Socks 

• Keychain Flashlight 

• Hand and Toe Warmers 

• Full-Size Deodorant  

• Travel-Size Lotion 

• Lip Balm 

• Bath/Body Wipes 

• Toothbrush 

• Travel-Size Toothpaste 

• Small Nail Clippers 

• Assorted Candy 

 

Please also consider donating $5/$10 gift cards to Dunkin’ or McDonalds. Place these in an enve-

lope marked “The Night Ministry Holiday Celebration, Attn: Kendra Kelly" and drop off at the 

church office.  

Questions or need help finding an item from the list? Please contact Kendra Kelly at 

kekelly13@comcast.net. Thank you in advance for supporting those in need during the Holiday 

season. A special Thank You to Sheri Sears and Jane Hammar & the Quilters for sewing the stock-

ings! 



 

Online Church Directory:   

The EPLC Communication Directory is ready for STAGE 2.   

The original invites were sent to the Church members' email addresses on record.  Now we'd like 

to send out invites to ALL family members of EPLC.  We can add every individual separately and 

also update the information in the Families tab.  Members have control of the information they 

choose to share. 

Our request is simple.  Just send us the name (s) and email address of each family member.  

When the member is invited, they will fill in the personal information they choose to provide. 

Find the Online Directory link on the EPLC website homepage. 

This link allows members to easily access the login page and manage their profiles. For anyone 

concerned about security, please note that this is just a link to the login page- only members with 

login credentials can access the Directory. 

 

Thank You. 

Dale Ammentorp 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WINDOW DONATIONS 
 

Grand total of contributions plus Foundation Match: $105,512.94 
 

As of today, total gifts to Window Fund: $82,817.68 
 

Received from Foundation from 2023 through June 2024: $26,742,91 
Foundation will be doing a two for one match on gifts given during the third and 

fourth quarter.  
 

Q3 total gifts received: $5,449.11 
Total gifts received in 2024 through today: $21,666.94 
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TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 
 

  
 


