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Shelby Christian Church 
BIRTH OF THE CHURCH: THE DAY THE CHURCH BEGAN * ACTS 2:37-47 * 5/24/2026 

MAIN POINT 
The church begins with boldness. 

INTRODUCTION 
Would you consider yourself a planner? How detailed do your plans usually 
get? 

And what happens when things don’t unfold the way you expected? How do you 
feel in those moments, and how do you tend to respond? 

Many of us who love planning take comfort in our schedules and itineraries—but even our best plans 
can fall apart. God’s plans, however, are complete, perfect, and unfolding exactly as He intends. When 
we fail to recognize what God is doing, we risk missing what matters most. In the resurrection story, 
the disciples struggled to grasp God’s plan until the risen Christ made everything clear. Once they 
understood, their lives were transformed. Peter and the other disciples went out boldly, proclaiming 
who Jesus truly was and all He had accomplished. 

UNDERSTANDING 
HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:37 

Have you ever heard something that deeply convicted or challenged you? How 
did you respond? 

Why can it be difficult to face the truth about ourselves? 

What caused the people to be “cut to the heart”? What does it mean? 

How is spiritual conviction different from guilt or shame? 

Why is conviction often necessary before repentance can occur? 

What role did the Holy Spirit play in bringing this conviction? 

Why is their question (“What shall we do?”) an important sign of genuine 
repentance beginning in their hearts? 

After hearing Peter’s sermon about Jesus Christ—especially the truth that they had crucified the 
Messiah—the people are deeply convicted. Their hearts are pierced with sorrow and awareness of 
their sin. Instead of rejecting the message, they respond with humility and urgency, asking what they 
should do. This moment marks the beginning of genuine repentance and openness to God’s saving 
grace. 
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:38-39 

What is biblical repentance? How is it different from guilt, regret, or shame? 

Why is repentance essential in responding to the gospel? 

What role does baptism play in the life of a believer? 

How should we understand the phrase “for the forgiveness of your sins” in 
relation to faith and salvation? 

What is meant by “the gift of the Holy Spirit”? 

Why is it significant that God’s promise extends to future generations and 
“those who are far off”? 

What does this passage teach us about both human response and God’s calling? 

In response to the crowd’s conviction, Peter calls them to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Through this response of faith, they are promised forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Peter emphasizes that this promise is not limited to those present—it extends to their children, 
future generations, and people “far off,” showing the broad and gracious reach of God’s salvation to all 
whom He calls. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:40-41 

What makes it difficult to live differently from the culture around us? 

Can you think of a time when you had to make a clear decision to stand apart 
from what others were doing? 

What does Peter the Apostle mean by “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation”? 

How can believers live faithfully in a “crooked generation” today? 

What is the significance of “receiving” God’s Word, rather than simply hearing 
it? 

Why was baptism an important next step for these new believers? 

What does the addition of 3,000 people reveal about the work of the Holy 
Spirit? 

What role did Peter’s faithful witness play in God’s work? 

After calling the people to repentance and faith, Peter the Apostle continues urging them to separate 
themselves from the unbelief and corruption of their generation. Many respond positively—they 
receive the message, are baptized, and are added to the community of believers. About 3,000 people 
come to faith, marking a dramatic beginning to the growth of the early church and demonstrating the 
powerful work of the Holy Spirit. 

HAVE A VOLUTEER READ ACTS 2:42-47 

When have you experienced genuine Christian community? What made it 
meaningful? 

What do you think are the marks of a healthy church? 
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What does it mean to “devote” ourselves to the apostles’ teaching? 

Why is fellowship more than just spending time together? 

What might “the breaking of bread” refer to—ordinary meals, the Lord’s 
Supper, or both? 

Why was prayer central to the life of the early church? 

What do the believers’ generosity and shared resources teach us about 
Christian love? 

How did their joyful worship and unity become a witness to others? 

What does this passage teach us about God’s role in church growth? 

After thousands came to faith, the early church formed a vibrant and devoted community. They 
committed themselves to apostolic teaching, fellowship, shared meals, and prayer. They cared deeply 
for one another, sharing resources and meeting needs with generosity. Their worship was joyful, their 
unity was visible, and their witness was compelling. As they praised God and lived faithfully together, 
the Lord continued adding new believers every day. 

APPLICATION 
Can you recall a time when God’s Word “cut you to the heart”? What happened? 

Is there an area of your life where God may be convicting you right now? 

How do you usually respond when confronted with sin—defensiveness, 
avoidance, or humility? 

What does a teachable and repentant heart look like in everyday life? 

If you’ve been baptized, how does your baptism continue to shape your identity 
in Jesus Christ? 

If you haven’t been baptized, what questions or hesitations do you have? 

How can we live in a way that reflects the Spirit’s presence in our lives? 

In what ways does today’s culture pressure us to compromise our faith? 

What might it look like for you to “separate” yourself from harmful values or 
influences? 

Have you truly received God’s Word, or only heard it? 

Which of the four devotions in verse 42 (teaching, fellowship, breaking of 
bread, prayer) is strongest in your life? Which needs more attention? 

How can our church become a more compelling witness to our community? 

What does it mean to trust Jesus Christ to build His church rather than relying 
only on human efforts? 

PRAYER 

COMMENTARY 
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Acts 2:37-47 

Acts 2:37–47 is one of the most significant passages in the New Testament, recording the immediate 
response to Peter the Apostle’s Pentecost sermon and describing the birth and character of the early 
church. This passage moves from conviction and conversion (vv. 37–41) to community and church life 
(vv. 42–47). It reveals how the Holy Spirit transforms individuals and forms a new covenant people 
centered on Jesus Christ. 

This passage follows Peter’s Pentecost sermon (Acts 2:14–36), where he proclaims that Jesus, whom 
the people crucified, has been raised and exalted as both Lord and Messiah. Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, Peter interprets the events of Pentecost as fulfillment of prophecy and presents Jesus as the 
climax of God’s redemptive plan. 

The audience is primarily Jewish pilgrims in Jerusalem, gathered for Pentecost. Their response marks 
the first large-scale conversion after Christ’s ascension and signals the formal beginning of the church 
age. 

v 37 – Conviction of Heart - “When they heard this…” The immediate catalyst for their response is the 
preached Word. The phrase emphasizes the power of gospel proclamation. Faith and conviction come 
through hearing God’s truth (cf. Romans 10:17). 

“They were cut to the heart” - The Greek term katanussō means to pierce, stab, or deeply wound. This 
is profound spiritual conviction produced by the Holy Spirit (cf. John 16:8). This conviction is not 
mere emotional discomfort but an awakened awareness of guilt—they recognize their complicity in 
rejecting God’s Messiah. 

“Brothers, what shall we do?”- This question reflects: Recognition of sin, Urgency for reconciliation, 
and Submission to apostolic authority. It signals the beginning of repentance. They move from 
hostility toward Jesus to openness toward His apostles. 

v 38 – The Apostolic Response - 

“Repent” (metanoēsate)- Repentance means a change of mind leading to a change of life. It includes: 
Turning from sin, Turning toward God, and Acknowledging Jesus as Lord. Peter places repentance 
first because inward transformation precedes outward obedience. 

“Be baptized…” - Baptism is the visible, public response to faith. To be baptized “in the name of Jesus 
Christ” means identifying with His authority, death, and resurrection. Peter’s command would have 
been especially radical for Jews who had rejected Jesus publicly; baptism becomes public allegiance 
to the One they formerly denied. 

“For the forgiveness of your sins”- This phrase has generated theological debate. The Greek eis 
aphesin hamartiōn can indicate purpose (“for”) or result (“because of”).  

“You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” - The same Spirit poured out at Pentecost is now promised 
to all believers. This marks the democratization of God’s presence—no longer limited to prophets, 
priests, or kings, but given to every follower of Christ. 

v 39 – The Scope of the Promise - Likely refers to both: Forgiveness of sins and The gift of the Holy 
Spirit. These are covenant blessings anticipated in passages like Joel 2 and Ezekiel 36. 
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“For you and your children…”- This reflects covenant continuity. God’s saving work extends across 
generations. 

“For all who are far off…”- This likely anticipates: Jews living in distant lands, Ultimately Gentiles (cf. 
Acts 10; Ephesians 2:13), and Luke signals the expanding mission of the gospel. 

“Everyone whom the Lord… calls”- Human response and divine sovereignty are held together. People 
must repent, yet salvation is ultimately initiated by God’s calling. 

40–41 – Response and Addition- 

“With many other words…”- Luke provides only a summary of Peter’s sermon. Apostolic preaching 
involved both: Witness (diamarturomai)—solemn testimony and Exhortation (parakaleō)—urgent 
appeal. 

“Save yourselves from this crooked generation”- Peter calls them to separate from the unbelief and 
rebellion characterizing their society. This echoes Old Testament language describing covenant 
unfaithfulness (Deuteronomy 32:5). It does not imply self-salvation, but decisive repentance and 
identification with God’s people. 

“Those who received his word…”- Receiving the Word implies faith, welcome, and submission. 

“About three thousand souls” - The dramatic number demonstrates divine power. At Pentecost, the 
church is publicly born and expanded. 

Verse 42 – Four Foundational Devotions - “And they devoted themselves…” - The imperfect tense 
suggests ongoing, steadfast commitment. 

1. The apostles’ teaching - The church is doctrinally grounded. Spiritual vitality depends on 
submission to apostolic truth. 

2. The fellowship (koinōnia)- This means shared participation and spiritual partnership, not mere 
social interaction. 

3. The breaking of bread - Likely includes: Ordinary shared meals, The Lord’s Supper, and 
Community and worship intertwine. 

4. The prayers - Prayer was central, communal, and habitual. 

43 – Awe and Wonders - “And awe came upon every soul…” -A holy reverence accompanies visible 
manifestations of divine power. 

“Wonders and signs…” - Miracles authenticate apostolic authority and demonstrate the kingdom’s 
arrival. 

44–45 – Radical Generosity - This describes voluntary generosity, not compulsory economic 
communism. Believers viewed possessions as resources for ministry and mutual care. Their actions 
reflect Jesus’ teaching on stewardship and love for neighbor. 
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46 – Daily Worship and Joyful Fellowship- “Day by day…” - Christian life was not occasional but 
continual. 

Temple worship - They still participated in Jewish worship rhythms while recognizing Christ as 
fulfillment. 

Breaking bread in homes - Homes became centers of worship, hospitality, and discipleship. 

“Glad and generous hearts”- Joy and sincerity characterize Spirit-filled community life. 

47 – Praise, Witness, and Growth - Their transformed lives produced visible witness and public 
goodwill. 

“The Lord added…” - Church growth is ultimately God’s work. 

“Those who were being saved”- The present tense emphasizes salvation as an ongoing reality of God 
gathering His people. 

These verses present the pattern of authentic Christian conversion and community. Hearts are 
pierced, sinners repent, believers are baptized, and a Spirit-filled church emerges—devoted to truth, 
fellowship, worship, generosity, and mission. The same Holy Spirit who transformed the crowd at 
Pentecost continues to call people to Jesus Christ and to form them into His living church. 


