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MUSIC                 “Baptized and Set Free”   

       (The congregation is led in song by the Tees Family) 

1. We are people created, chosen by God. 

Then we're washed, ever gently, in mercy and love. 

Sin has power no more. Jesus opened the door 

to a fountain bringing healing, and wholeness and more. 

 

2. We are fed and we're nourished, filled and refreshed. 

Then our hunger returns and again we are blessed. 

For whatever the need, God is greater indeed: 

endless ocean, always deeper than all of our need. 

 

3. We are nourished by water, all living things, 

and by life that the Spirit abundantly brings. 

As we journey toward home, may your presence be known: 

precious river, ever-flowing, now carry us home. 

 

4. Now with praise and thanksgiving, we join the song. 

All are welcome! We gather to sing loud and strong. 

Not enslaved, but set free! From now on, all will be 

one in Jesus, one in water, baptized and set free! 

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956 

Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

WELCOME 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 148)  

L  Celebrate our God, from the plains to the mountains! Celebrate our God, from the 

waters and hills.  

C  Sing to our God, fill the air with song to the One who painted the world with love.  

L  Let us praise our God, the author of grace.  

C  Let us worship our God, the composer of joy.  

  

INVOCATION  

L          Spirit of Joy-  

C  we dance in the knowledge that your presence dwells with us. We celebrate your 

name, your grace, your love in this space with our spiritual siblings. We proclaim our 

excitement that together, we can glorify your name through sharing your love. May 

this minute be the start of a new chapter of our love for you and our love for our 

neighbors.  

  

PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND GROWTH  

L           God of Awe and Harmony-  

We were given the great commandment to love one another the way you, the Christ, the 

Spirit loves us. And yet, the way we love becomes conditional. What events have 

distorted our view of Divine Love? How can we return to a simple but radical way of 

loving? Transform our hearts as we work to understand one another, creating an earth 

which reflects God’s heaven.   

C  Amen.  

 

COMMUNION 

  

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts.  

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PREFACE  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places  

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

 



with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY HOLY 

Holy holy holy Lord God of hosts,  

heaven and earth are full of Your glory 

Hosanna in the highest 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord 

Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest 

CCLI Song # 6127240, Ike Ndolo | Matt Maher | Tam Le, CCLI License # 701016 

 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim Your death 

O Lord until You come again, O Lord until You come again. 

O Lord until You come again 

CCLI Song # 6127329, Ike Ndolo | Matt Maher, CCLI License # 701016 

 

GREAT AMEN 

Amen amen amen amen 

Singing amen amen amen 

CCLI Song # 6127343, Ike Ndolo | Matt Maher, CCLI License # 701016 

 

P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

MUSIC:                                     “Lord’s Prayer”  

Our Father, in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your holy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us our daily bread; 

forgive our sins, 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us. 

For your is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, 

forever. 

Our father in heaven, hallowed be your name, hallowed be your name. 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

Lamb of God You take away the sins of the world 

Have mercy on us. (REPEAT) 

Lamb of God You take away the sins of the world 

Grant us peace 

Music: W. Chris Winn 

 

MUSIC                         “Walk with Me”           (Led by the Chancel Choir) 

1. In the morning quiet as I kneel to pray 

I will yield my life to the shepherd’s way 

May my every hour be an offering 

O Jesus shepherd come and walk with me. 

 

Chorus: Come and walk with me by your spirit lead 

For your nearness God is my flourishing 

From the mountain high in the valleys deep, 

O Jesus Shepherd come and walk with me. 

O Jesus Shepherd come and walk with me. 

 

2.  In the working hours Father guide my hands 

For all your glory I give all I am 

From the harvest field to the city streets 

O Jesus shepherd come and walk with me. 

 

Chorus: Come and walk with me by your spirit lead 

For your nearness God is my flourishing 

From the mountain high in the valley’s deep 

O Jesus shepherd, come and walk with me. 

O Jesus shepherd, come and walk with me. 

 

YOUTH CHOIR         “Great Things” 

Verse 1 

Come let us worship our King, Come let us bow at His feet 

He has done great things. See what our Savior has done, see how His love overcomes 

He has done great things, he has done great things 

Chorus 

O Hero of Heaven You conquered the grave 

You free every captive and break every chain 

O God You have done great things 

We dance in Your freedom awake and alive 

 

 



O Jesus our Savior Your name lifted high 

O God You have done great things 

Verse 2 

You’ve been faithful through every storm 

You’ll be faithful forevermore 

You have done great things 

And I know You will do it again 

For Your promise is yes and amen 

You will do great things, God You do great things 

Bridge 

Hallelujah God above it all, Hallelujah God unshakable 

Hallelujah You have done great things 

CCLI Song # 7111321, Jonas Myrin | Phil Wickham, © 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon; Son of the Lion; 

Phil Wickham 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN                    “God of Our Fathers” 

1 God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

of shining worlds in splendor through the skies: 

our grateful songs before your throne arise. 

 

2 Your love divine has led us in the past; 

in this free land by you our lot is cast; 

oh, be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; 

your word our law, your paths our chosen way. 

 

3 From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

make your strong arm our ever sure defense. 

Your true religion in our hearts increase; 

your bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 

4 Refresh your people on their toilsome way; 

lead us from night to never-ending day; 

fill all our lives with heav’n-born love and grace 

until at last we meet before your face. 

Text: Daniel C. Roberts, 1841-1907, alt. 

 

 

 



SCRIPTURE READING                 Romans 7:15-25a 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that 

do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in 

my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the 

evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but 

sin that dwells within me. 

 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I 

delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with 

the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

L  Word of God, Word of Life.    C  Thanks be to God! 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                    Psalm 145:8-14 

L  The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love. 

C  LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. 

L  All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

C  They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 

L  that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

C  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all 

ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 

L  The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

L  Word of God, Word of Life.    C  Thanks be to God! 

 

MUSIC       “Joy Of the Lord” 

Verse 1: Though the tears may fall my song will rise 

My song will rise to You 

Though my heart may fail my song will rise 

My song will rise to You 

While there’s breath in my lungs 

I will praise You Lord 

Verse 2: In the dead of night I’ll lift my eyes 

I’ll lift my eyes to You 

When the waters rise I’ll lift my eyes 

I’ll lift my eyes to You 

While there’s hope in this heart 

I will praise You Lord 

Chorus: The joy of the Lord is my strength 

The joy of the Lord is my strength 

In the darkness I’ll dance 

In the shadows I’ll sing 



The joy of the Lord is my strength 

Verse 3: When I cannot see You with my eyes 

Let faith arise to You 

When I cannot feel Your hand in mine 

Let faith arise to You 

God of mercy and love I will praise You Lord 

Verse 4: Oh You shine with glory Lord of light 

I feel alive with You 

In Your presence now I come alive 

I am alive with You 

There is strength when I say 

I will praise You Lord 

CCLI Song # 7047091, Chris Llewellyn | Ed Cash | Gareth Gilkeson 

© 2015 Capitol CMG Paragon; Thankyou Music Ltd 

CCLI License # 701016 

 

BEFORE THE READING  

P  Today’s Gospel reading is from the book of Matthew beginning in the 11th chapter.   

C  Glory to you, O Lord  

 

GOSPEL LESSON                 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children 

sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man 

came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

 25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, 

Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 

and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

 28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

L Word of God, Word of Life.    C  Thanks be to God! 

 

MESSAGE 

 

HYMN         “Nobody” by Casting Crowns   

Why You ever chose me 

Has always been a mystery 



All my life I've been told I belong 

At the end of the line 

With all the other not-quites 

With all the never-get-it-rights 

But it turns out they're the ones You were looking for 

All this time 

 

'Cause I'm just a nobody 

Trying to tell everybody 

All about Somebody 

Who saved my soul 

Ever since You rescued me 

You gave my heart a song to sing 

 

I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

 

Moses had stage fright 

When David brought a rock to a sword fight 

You picked twelve outsiders nobody would have chosen 

And You changed the world 

 

Well the moral of the story is 

Everybody's got a purpose 

So when I hear that devil start talking to me saying 

"Who do you think you are?" 

I say 

 

I'm just a nobody 

Trying to tell everybody 

All about Somebody 

Who saved my soul 

Ever since You rescued me 

You gave my heart a song to sing 

 

 

 



I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

So let me go down, down, down in history 

As another blood-bought faithful member of a family 

And if they all forget my name, well that's fine with me 

I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

 

So let me go down, down, down in history (Goin' down in history) 

As another blood-bought faithful member of a family 

(That's all I ever wanna be) 

And if they all forget my name, well that's fine with me 

I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

 

'Cause I'm just a nobody 

Trying to tell everybody 

All about Somebody 

Who saved my soul 

(Gonna save, gonna save my soul) 

Ever since You rescued me 

You gave my heart a song to sing 

(You gave me a song to sing) 

 

I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

(Nobody but You, Lord) 

I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

I'm living for the world to see 

Nobody but Jesus 

Source: Musixmatch 

Songwriters: Matthew West / John Mark Hall / Melvin Williams / Douglas Williams / Leonard Williams 

/ Bernhard Herms 

 

 

 

https://www.musixmatch.com/pro/


APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

OFFERING         “This Is My Song” 

1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 

here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

but other hearts in other lands are beating 

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 

 

2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 

and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine. 

So hear my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for their land and for mine. 

 

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, 

your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 

O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 

and hearts united learn to live as one. 

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 

myself I give you; let your will be done. 

Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3 

Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company. Text st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. 

All rights reserved. 



OFFERING PRAYER 

L Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, 

fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, 

for the gifts of your hand in this land. 

Transform us and what we offer 

into the banquet of your compassion, 

serving your love without limits 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C  Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

L Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. 

Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our 

timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted. 

Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the 

gospel.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

L  All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from California to 

New Jersy, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many centuries. As 

we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have fashioned, 

and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations.   God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

L  Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own 

divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people 

that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its 

declaration of independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the 

spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, 

justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

L  You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live 

with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking 

refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they 

once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially 

these we name before you now (a brief silence).  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 



P  Intercessions  

P  God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 

P  We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed 

for protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who 

have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace 

officers, advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those who have gone before 

us, and with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared.  

L  God of grace, 

C  hear our prayer. 

P  Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. 

C  Amen 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

P  We thank you, Lord God, for brave and believing people who planted your message in 

this place. We praise you for the gift of your Holy Spirit, who worked through them to 

gather, give order to this community, and who still sustain it. Remembering that history, 

and our time of joys, struggles, and growth together, I pray God’s Spirit lead you in 

your continued spiritual journey. I pray that you may follow, as the historical Church 

has followed, in the Way, the Truth, and the Life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

L Eternal God,  

C  we thank you for our time with Pastor Nate! We are grateful for his spiritual 

exploration, biblical study, and pastoral messages through faithful proclamation of 

the Gospel. We are grateful for his commitment to seeking your truth. Thank you also 

for Posada journeys, Advent waiting, Christmas rebirth, Lenton preparations, Easter 

proclamations, personal visits, meetings, and sharing of joys! We also recognize so 

many extra’s like “playing cards with Alice”, Bingo Nights, laughter, youth activities, 

mission trips, meaningful and diverse music, and celebration of all joys! 

 

Thank you God, for also sending us the joy that is Dámaris. We are so grateful for 

sending her to us, to lead Youth and Family, to witness through compassion, and to 

share the joy of family with our community. You sent us a true blessing!  

Thank you also, God for Natalia, Yaretzi, Abuidcito, and Shandani, for the joy they 

shared with us at St. Paul! Thank you for our life together in this house of God. As the 

Allen’s have been a blessing to us, we send them forth to be a blessing to others; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

SENDING SONG      “God Be with You Til We Meet Again” 

1 God be with you till we meet again; by good counsels guide, uphold you, 

with a shepherd's care enfold you; God be with you till we meet again. 

Refrain 

Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus' feet; 

till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again. 

 

2 God be with you till we meet again; holy wings securely hide you, 

daily manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain 

Refrain 

Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus' feet; 

till we meet,  till we meet, God be with you till we meet again. 

Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828-1904, alt. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P  Go in peace. Continue to spread God’s Word. 

C  Godspeed and thank you!!! 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

 


