6 MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

' ’ Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
February 4, 2024 | Eleven O'clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists
have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.

Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

Please fill out a Connection Card found in
the back of the pew if you are visiting with
us, would like to sign up for upcoming
events, have a prayer request, or need to
update your contact information.

If you are visiting with us for the first time,

please find an usher to receive
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at
mulberrymethodist.org.
Stay updated on the Mulberry community
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!
Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is
livestreamed on Facebook. You can
download the Sunday bulletin at
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/
bulletins.

GIVING

You can make your offering to God by
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give
or by scanning the QR code, which will
take you directly to our church’s secure
giving website.
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ACCESSIBILITY

Hearing Assistive devices are available

and can be found in the narthex by the

usher station. Please ask an usher for
assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be
found at tedgoshorn.org.

The artwork on the cover is “Churinga (pure light, glory of God)” by Frank Wesley.
hitps://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?2RC=59222

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation
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Entrance & Praise

Opening Voluntary Prelude in G major Felix Mendelssohn
Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn
Greeting & Call to Worship Rev. Payton Stone

One: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.
Come, rejoice and sing! God’s love is showered over you this day.
We gather to praise God and celebrate God’s presence with us.
God shows compassion to all who are weak and downtrodden.
Jesus Christ offers healing mercies to our troubled souls.
Praise be to God who has called us here.

Thanks be to God for God’s eternal love. Amen!
Written by Nancy C. Townley for Ministry Matters.

Children 3rd grade & under are invited to exit for Children’s Church at this time.
They will return to the sanctuary to receive communion with their families during the offering.

* Opening Hymn No. 529 How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION

* Affirmation of Faith Rev. Payton Stone
I believe in God, the creator of the universe, who spoke, “Let there be light!”
and there was light, setting in motion all of creation and blessing it to this
day.
| believe in Jesus Christ, the light of the world that shines in the darkness.
The darkness cannot overcome it. He embodied humanity in the image of
God. In kindness, truthfulness, humility and devotion, he suffered for the
greater good. He was and is the Son of God. He died on the cross for us,
God’s saving grace!

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the guiding light of God in our world. Through
the Spirit, God reveals the darkness of human sin, helps people grow

and become the people they are meant to be. | believe in the power of
transformation, through God’s spirit and light, here in this world and in the
world to come. Amen.

Written by Andreas Wagner for ModernLiturgist.org



* Gloria Christ Is the World’s Light CHRISTE SANCTORUM
Give God the glory, God and none other;
Give God the glory, Spirit, Son, and Father;
Give God the glory, God with us, my brother: Glory to God on high!

Proclamation & Response

Anthem Who Is This? Terre Johnson

Water and wind raging ‘round me on every side,

Sunlight is hidden as | fear the swelling tide.

And even though nothing is heard but the threatening noise,

Somehow the storm responds to a still, small voice.

Who is this, that the winds and the waves obey?

Who can speak with a voice of comfort and send the storms fleeting away?
Who is this that can turn my fear and dread into wonder and joy?

Who protects through the storm? Jesus, my Lord.

We were excited and didn’t eat breakfast at all.

We listened all day on the hillside and we were enthralled!

But he saw our hunger, and said that we all should be fed.

Blessing one basket, there soon was enough to be shared.

Who is this, that the thousands could share enough food?

Who can bless one small and generous gift, and use it for everyone’s good?
Who is this that can turn my hunger and need into plenty to share?

Who is bread for the world? Jesus, my Lord.

Hunger and storms didn’t only occur long ago,

And knowing these stories, I'm hungry and scared even so.

But he offers me comfort and joy, abundance and care,

Somehow my needs become blessing because he is there.

Who is this, that would find me and make me his own?

Who can take all my hunger and fear and show me I’'m never alone?
Who is this, that can create in me a person who’s willing to share?
Who protects through the storm? Who is bread for the world?

Who is King of my heart? Jesus, my Lord!
- Based on Mark 4:35-41, 6:30-44

Scripture Reading Malachi 2:17-3:6 (Pew Bible pg 778) Dr. Goshorn

”You have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet you say, “How have we wearied
him?” By saying, “All who do evil are good in the sight of the Lord, and he
delights in them.” Or by asking, “Where is the God of justice?”



3 See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.
2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like washers’ soap; *he will sit as

a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and
refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in
righteousness. *Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to
the Lord, as in the days of old and as in former years.

*Then I will draw near to you for judgment; | will be swift to bear witness
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely,
against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and
the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien and do not fear me, says
the Lord of hosts.

®For | the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have not
perished.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Thanksgiving & Communion
Invitation to the Table Dr. Goshorn
Confession and Pardon Rev. Stone

All: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we
have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved
our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we
pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All pray in silence.

One: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves
God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

All: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Offertory Lord, | Want to Be a Christian Timothy Albrecht
Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give or in the offering plate.



* The Great Thanksgiving Dr. Goshorn

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sung Communion A (pages 17-18)

Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings:
Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread
Children are welcome to receive communion at the discretion of parents.
Let an usher know if you wish to be served in the pew.
Gluten free bread is available on the pedestal at the base of the steps.
An offering plate along the sanctuary wall is available for a communion offering,
which is designated for the pastor’s discretionary fund.

Communion Anthem Ave Verum Corpus Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Sung in Latin, English Translation:

Hail, true body born of the Virgin Mary,

Who truly suffered, sacrificed on the cross for man,
Whose pierced side overflowed with water and blood.
Be for us a foretaste in the trial of death.



Sending Forth

* Closing Hymn No. 624 Bread of the World EUCHARISTIC HYMN
Benediction & Sending Forth Dr. Goshorn
Closing Voluntary How Firm a Foundation Gordon Young
)
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News of the Church

Wednesday Night Worship & Prayer | February 7 | 5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall | Dinner at 5:30 & Programming at 6:00 | Join us for a new
worship opportunity: a monthly Wednesday night worship & prayer service.
Join with others in a time of musical worship and prayer as we explore diverse
ways of praying. The theme for our first service is “The Life of Faith.”

Chili Cookoff | February 11]12:00 pm

Our February Second Sunday Lunch will be our annual Chili Cookoff & Apple Pie
Contest! Bring your best pot of chili or your best homemade apple pie. There will
be a prize for our great winners! Come join the fun and fellowship.

Sign up at bit.ly/mul-chili24

Keep up with us online!

I;:Ié«“ [N Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing
b to our weekly newsletter!

= » To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!




REV. DR. TED GOSHORN
Senior Pastor

REV. PAYTON STONE
Associate Pastor

ELISA REECE
Director of Family Ministries

DR. TERRE JOHNSON
Director of Music

ZACHARY GOLDEN
Organist

MILLIE THOMPSON
Director of Communications

THE AINSWORTH CHOIR

BILL AND KERRI FICKLING
Communion Servers

GEORGE DUNN
Crucifer

BARRETT MOODY & WALTER MOODY

Candle Lighters
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org
Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

—— About Our Worship ——

Worship begins with God. When we
gather for worship, God meets us and
speaks to us, and we listen to God and
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come
together in response to God’s invitation
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response”
we are addressed by God through
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this
movement, we listen to readings from
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered
community.

Once a month, we participate in
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In
this movement, we come to the Table to
celebrate what God has done in Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and
we’re nourished by the special outpouring
of grace offered in this sacred act.

The fourth and final movement is the
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and
sent into the world to share the heart of
God with a world in need.

— Season of Epiphany ——

The season of Epiphany is the period
of time following Christmas through Ash
Wednesday and the start of Lent. Epiphany
represents the manifestation of Jesus
Christ as a Savior for all. The color of the
paraments is green to represent hope,
peace & growth.



