The Congregational Church of Westborough

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581

August 16, 2026

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS!
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church




WELCOME!

To our worshipping community, especially to parents: God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel

you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift

to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we
give smiles of encouragement to parents!

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here!
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH”
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor — Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music — joseph.stillitano@uccwestboro.org
Linda Borglund, Director of Christian Ed — Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells — westcongmusic@gmail.com
Lisa Coffey, Administrator — Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
Ariana Dello Stritto, Communications Coordinator - Ariana.DelloStritto@uccwestboro.org

Office hours: Tuesday — Friday 9am — 1pm
Monday - Closed
Church office phone 508/366-2000

General Church email - info@uccwestboro.org Church website- www.uccwestboro.org
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough

Statement of Inclusion

We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ,
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image. “We are all God’s children.” In
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure,
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability. We say, and mean,
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our
belief in diversity and inclusion. We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy
Spirit. We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of
participation in this congregation.
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Aug 16, 2026 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
*The Congregation is invited to stand.

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM
CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US 10:00 AM
INVITING THE WORD
WELCOME Rev. Betsy Dorsi

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
*OPENING HYMN #589 “Lord, | Want to Be a Christian” | WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN

*CALL TO WORSHIP Sally Petersen
One:  We come with joy, hearts open to Praise God.
Many: We come ready for singing.
One:  We come with open minds.
Many: We come to pray and hear God’s Word.
All: We are ready to Worship God our Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier.

*GATHERING PRAYER (unison) Sally Petersen
Jesus, as we gather before You today, help us listen to Your Word. Teach us to be
humble. We thank You for being human like us so we can follow Your example as we try
to live better and better Christian lives. We ask this of You and through You and we
continue in prayer now using the words You taught us...

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Sally Petersen
Jesus, You teach us to be humble, and patient, and to listen more than we speak. We
admit that at times we have failed at all of these. Have mercy on us in the times we
boast or feel proud of the ministry we do. Forgive us for rushing through a conversation,
or half listening to someone while also thinking of how we will respond to them. Help us
keep our hearts open to change when our wrongs are pointed out to us. Teach us to
speak only with wisdom and love. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
JOURNEY HOME SINGERS “1 Will Guide Thee” Traditional, Arr. Peter Amidon
RECEIVING THE WORD
SCRIPTURE Matthew 15:1-20 (pew Bible page 796)
SERMON “Mind Your Heart” Rev. Betsy Dorsi
*HYMN #299 “Lord, Have Mercy” SINGAPURA
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. Betsy Dorsi

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Invitation Sally Petersen

At this time, let us all reflect on how much God has given us and on what we have
chosen to give God back for God’s ministry. The morning offering will now be received.

Offertory “Ill Fly Away” Words & music by Albert Brumley
Journey Home Singers

“For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera”

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) Sally Petersen
O Lord, we bring You our gifts and ask Your blessing upon them. Bless us also that we
might rededicate ourselves to the ministry which You have called us to do. Amen.

BEING THE CHURCH

*CLOSING HYMN #86 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS
*BENEDICTION Rev. Betsy Dorsi
*SUNG BENEDITION “Angels Hovering Round”  Traditional, Arr. Peter Amidon

Journey Home Singers
*POSTLUDE

Thank you to the Journey Home Singers for their gift of music today.
Thank you to Alexandra Sasha Stern for playing the keyboard this morning.
Sally Petersen serves as liturgist today.

Prayers
New Prayers: Pat Muldoon.
Continued Prayers: Marie Murphy’s son — Craig Jernberg; Pete; Sue Menzel; Bev & Doug Hall’s
son Jeremy; Jackie Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Carolyn Bent; Diane Travers;
Judy Ellis’s daughter, Syreeta Peddlesden; Betty Simino; Betty Gray’s niece Heather; Cathie
Achorn’s sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby.

LOOKING FOR GROCERY BAGS
We need brown paper grocery bags for the yard sale Sept.18-19. We are also accepting
cloth bags as well please! There is a donation tote in the library where you can drop off
your donations. Thank you, Diane Lindberg

MISSIONS

Westboro Food Pantry - For the month of August, the Westborough Food Pantry needs the
following: Ramen noodles, Ketchup, Campbell Tomato Soup. The Westborough Food Pantry
has thanked us for our continued support in helping to feed local families in need. Please
continue to consider donating additional (non-perishable) food of all sorts to the white
box. Thank you. The Mission Team




Dismas House — Do you like to cook for people who really appreciate your efforts? If so,
please consider making a meal for the men at Dismas House. The men are working
towards re-assimilating back into a normal life with friends and family after time in prison.
They really love home cooked meals. If you can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can
probably arrange to bring the meal. If you are a first-timer, one of our team can go with
you. You can stay for dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal. Nothing fancy, just
a tasty meal. If you can help, please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us

HELPING OUR NEIGHBOR
Over a month ago a portion of the ceiling at the Unitarian Universalist Church in
Westborough caved in. No one was hurt and the clean-up is in process, however, their
insurance will only pay for the clean-up and not the restoration of the ceiling. If you would
like to donate to help with the ceiling restoration you can put an envelope in the collection
box with "Ceiling Restoration" in the memo line or send a check to the office. They are our
neighbors and we would like to help them. Thank you, The Mission Team

NEW MEMBER CLASS
Rev. Betsy will be forming a new member class. If anyone is interested in learning more
about our church, please let her know. You can speak with her after worship or send her an
email: rev.betsy.dorsi@uccwestboro.org.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN THE BELL CHOIR
Looking ahead to September there are opportunities opening for more people to join the
Festival Ringers. Please see Sue Menzel after the service or text 508-341-8239 if you're
interested or have any questions.
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