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As Lent begins to take:
shape around-us, you may |
be wondering why we divel
into the depths of suach?
difficult scriptural texts and |
embrace a more penitentia
and somber tone in the mids
of our Spring season, whe
the rest of the world seem:
eager to see fresh shoot
rise up from the groun
and blossoms to crown th
trees. Indeed, we experience |
this somber tone in how we:
worship, in the ways that we - e
abstain from certain things (like the joy of shouting
"ALLELUIA"), and certainly in the way our most holy
of weeks centers around Jesus' betrayal, trial, suffering,
and death on a cross. Isn't Jesus all about love? So why
do we dwell in such a massive dark valley?

Well, because of our Lutheran theology of the cross
which, at the risk of oversimplifying, is our belief that
God is closest to us and most clearly revealed through
the cross: self-sacrificial love manifest in God's own
death for people who don't deserve it.

Now there are some who may argue that if you have
enough faith, if you work hard enough, or if you are
good enough that good things will come to you. God
will bless you with health and wealth if only you are
"enough”. Pick yourself up by your bootstraps, they
say; work hard, and it will all pay off. But how is that
going for you? Do those who have the strongest faith
manage to avoid illness, or have the most money? 1
know plenty of faithful women and men who have
gone through horrible struggles, some who have even
died working for God’s kingdom, and just like Job, no
amount of faith protects us from all the brokenness this
world throws our way.

That's why Martin Luther taught that we should call
a thing what it is, and that confidence in our ability
to be "enough” is 100% misplaced. We know all too
well that sometimes "good people” get sick and "bad
people” prosper. The world is broken and sometimes
we get the short end of the stick, no matter how much
we try to follow Jesus. These hardships and painful
experiences are not a sign that God is absent. Quite the
opposite: because of God's willingness to suffer and
die on the cross, we are assured that in those hard and
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. painful times Christ is
- closest, Emmanuel, God-
. with-us, is our savior
. who will not only show
up in a glorious and
adiant  mountaintop
transfiguration but
‘also in the shadows
- of betrayal, the fear
- of sickness, and the
itterness of the grave.
That's what Lent is all
- about.

: Our Lenien joumey
isn't really about being somber and dwelling in
darkness as much as it is about seeing the depths of the
human experience and how Christ is with us through
it all. We reflect on our own shortcomings to rely even
more so on Christ’s strength; we confess our sins to
more fully realize God's grace; we go to the cross to
most clearly see God’s love revealed.

May you experience the comfort of God's presence in
all your worst moments and be reminded that Christ is
with you always, to the grave, Hell, and back, until the
end of the age. ‘

Your sister-in-Christ,
+Pastor Courtney
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NEWS FROM THE
125TH ANNIVERSARY:
COMMITTEE

All members of Grace Lutheran Church are invited to
celebrate 123 years of grace at our anniversary banquet
at The Great American Saloon on Sunday April 26, at
12:30 p.m. Tickets will be available for $5.00 per person
and will serve as your non-refundable reservation. The
remaining costs will be covered by fund raising money
and other funds. Seating will be limited. Dea%lljne for
ticket purchase will be Palm Sunday, April 5. Watch
the weekly bulletin for additional information,

Dinner selections will incliide a choice ‘of roasted
chicken with herb lemon or baked ham'with frait
sauce. Mashed potatoes and spring blend vegetables
will be served with each entree, as will'salad and finger
desserts. Children under eight may choose from the
children’s menu. S R g

Mark this date on your céléi’xda_r now!: April 26,2020.
The next meeting of the anniversary committee will be
Monday, March 9 at 6:00 pam. = 0

Pastoral Acts

There were no pastoral acts this month.

WELCOME TERYL

On February 16, the new church secretary, Teryl

Cartwright, was installed at both worship services
and welcomed with a fellowship time during the
Sunday school hour. Pastor Courtney thanked Peggy
Gardner for her administrative work in the interim
and introduced Teryl to the congregation. Te%l lives in
Hanover and attends Spry Church in York. Her work
experience includes Online Church Administrator at
Faith Lutheran Church in Cockeysville, Maryland and
former Executive Secretary at the United Methodist
Stewardship Foundation in Camp Hill. Teryl has two
adult children and is involved with several ministries
teaching and writing Christian curriculum. She said
she feels “blessed to be working at Grace, partici%?tmg
in a parinership to serve others.” We are thankful for
Teryl and welcome her to the Grace family.

!  NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION |
. Please talk with Pastor Courtney to consider!
| your commitment to our churc}l&famﬂy. She |
will be holding a meeting on March 22 at |
10:0§ a.m. in the office.

- CHURCH({

ﬂéppy March'to all, -

- As we entér the Lenten season, it is a good time to
pause and reflect. We have been blessed with so much
at Grace, and there are a number of activities going
on throughout the month. Check the calendar on the
back of éxis newsletter, the weekly email blast, or a
bulletin insert for details. Normally we think of Lent

‘as giving up something to better ourselves. However,

T would like to.offer a change of thought and suggest
ﬁu add something to your lives this season instead.
ie question I ask you to consider is, “How do I better

connect to God an my Church?”

- We offer many ways for you to plu% into Grace, with
so much variety’ that everyone will find somethin
interesting to engage in. Some examples are: Foo
Pantry, Women's Game Day, Book Club, Mug Club or
even spending a few hours helpin% keep our Church
clean. If you have been thinking about other options
we should be offering at Grace, please let us know and
we will explore how to implement them. Connection
to the church is why we are here at Grace!

God’s Blessings to all. '

Joe Turek

MID-WEEK LENTEN
SCHEDULE FOR 2020

Join us this season at 7:00 p.m. Each meeting has a
theme, with a meditation leader and an area of focus
for Lenten Discipline {what to give up). Fellowship
begins with a meal at 6:00 p.m. .

March 4 at Grace as a contemporary service in the
Spirit Cellar: Change of Season - Meditation led by
Pastor David with a Lenten Discipline of Love of
Plastic. '

“March 11 at 5t. Johns's UCC and the service is a
‘Mystery!: Change of Habit - Meditation led by Pastor
Courtney with a Lenten Discipline of Love of Meat.
The fellowship meal is potluck. - -

March 18 at Grace with a service of renewal of
Baptismal Vows: Change of Circumstances - Meditation
k:f by Pastor David with a Lenten Discipline of Love
of Water.

March 25 at St. John's UCC and the service is a
Journey through the Life of Christ: Change of Plans
— Meditation led by Pastor Courtney with a Lenten
Discipline of Love of Fossil Fuels. The fellowship meal
is pizza and salad.

. April 1 at Grace as a musical service with communion:
Change of Style - Meditation led by Pastor David with
a Lenten Discipline of Love of Routine. This fellowship
meal is after the service and is a dessert fellowship.



BOOK CLUB

The book club is reading
and  discussing Where the
Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.
Goodreads.com summarizes the
story for us:

“For years, rumors of the “Marsh Girl” have haunted
Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast.
So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is
found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark,
the so-called Marsh Girl. Although Kya is not what
they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for
years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding
friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the
time comes when she yearns to be ... loved. When two

oung men from town become intrig}lmd by her...,
va opens herself to a new life--until the unthinkable
happens.

Where the Crawdads Sing is at once
an exquisite ode to the natural world,
a heartbreaking coming-of-age story,
and a surprising tale of possible
murder. Owens reminds us that we
are forever shaped by the children we
once were, and that we are all subject
to the beautiful and violent secrets
that nature keeps.” o

o MARCH

 Foad Panity MADNESS,

Binlstty GRACE- STYLE!

- March will be a wvery
busy time for the food pantry and its workers here at
Grace Church. On March 7, we will be packing boxes
beginning at 8:30 a.m. in the food storeroom. Then
on March 22, we will be setting up the sanctuary for
our “yard sale ministry” part of the food distribution
beginning after the traditional service. Providing a
lunch for our workers is part of the set-up so if you
have never helped before know that you can eat with
everyone before we get started in the sanctuary. The
set-up is a huge accomplishment that needs many
hands to make it work. Donations are moved from the
basement to'the sanctuary where volunteers move the
boxes and bags to the appropriate areas for unpacking.
Hf there are many helpers, the task will only take about
two hours but there have been times when there
were not many and it took about three hours {o set-
up. On Monday, the 23 of March, 150-200 clients will
come through our doors anxious to receive their food
boxes but also over-joyed at all of the donations that
are available for their choosing. If you have not yet
donated health care items, we can always use body
wash, shampoo, dish detergent or laundry detergent
to distribute to our clients. I%ease consider giving your
time for this awesome out-reach ministry. We promise
that you will receive more blessings than you ever
imagined. However, if your time is short, we always
welcome financial help for the food pantry.

GRACEFUL WOMEN

The Graceful Women will have their first meeting for
2020 on Thursday, March 5 at 7:00 p-m. featuring Cara
Warntz telling ail about her experiences in the Drum
Cadets. Everyone is welcome to attend.

The Cadets, a program of Youth Education in the Arts,
is one of the oldest and most honored continuousty
operating drum and bugle corps with members from
across the globe. The corps was founded in Garfield,
NJ as The Holy Name Cadets in 1934 and is currently
headquartered in Alentown, PA. With 10 American
Legion Nationa! Championships and 10 Drum Corps
International World C ampionshiga,s'fhe Cadets are
one of the winningest drum corps in history. The Cadets
travel over 14,000 miles each summer entertaining
hundreds of thousands of drum corps fans throughout
the nation. :

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

Our display will combine a group
of rel%’ious paintings by an oriental
- artist Dr, He Qi whose paintings have
appeared on our Lutheran Bulletins
occasionally. Our display will also
have Lenten and Easter stories along
, with some religious subjects. Come
. appreciate and ponder these spiritual

THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, teil people
about something You or your family are doing
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
i| comununicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you dre comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or a.l;()df file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletier’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the folowing month’'s
newsletter... If you have pictures or graphics that

‘complement - your '~ submission, include - them
“along” with 'directions or suggestions on their use,
ft Please. include your contact imformation in eve

{i submission so the editor can get in touch to c:larig,C
If or fact:check.” I you are interested in a monthl
M submission or article, we welcome that as well.




STEWARD YOUR SOUL FO
A FULLER LIFE | |

Jesus teaches, “What good is it for someone to gain

the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can

anyone give in exchange for their soul?” -Mark 8:36,
37 (NIV)

Instead: of the superficial “How's it going?” a wise
colleague asks friends, “How is your soul?” The

uestion requires effort. To answer it I must plunge

eep inside -- below the constantly churning waters of
everyday joys, hopes, ambitions, desires, anxieties and
disappointments. These are so strong, especially our
desires and ambitions, that if we are not careful they
can absorb all our time and energy. :

Jesus repeatedly warns us not to let our desires and
our worries engulf us, keeping us from paying attention
to the soul. Our soul is where we connect with God,
the source of our greatest strength and truest identity.
Without attention, our soul can dry up like a plant
without water. As with all the treasures God has given
us, we must be stewards of our souls.

The mystics of old and modern prophets (such
as Richard Rohr, Marjorie Thompson or Howard
Thurman) teach us to employ przzlyer, holy silence, and
other spiritual discgalines to tend our souls and keep
worldly worries and desires from overwhelming us.

This month, begin a daily ﬂ{)ractice of caring for your
soul. You might begin with five minutes of spoken
prayer followed by five minutes of silence. Or reflect
deeply on a Scripture passage. Or try prayerful yoga.
(Your pastor might be able to give you some resources
or ideas.)

With a little practice and attention, you can become
stronger, more centered and more spiritually resilient.

How is your soul?
~Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by Fermission.
Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop ot the Lower

-Susqueharma Synod and works as content editer for www,
stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com,

THE PROMISE OF RESURRECTION:
FUNERAL PLANNING =

We all will face it, have you thought of your final
wishes? Sund'al}lf, March 29 at 1230 p.m, Pastor
Courtney will be holding a funeral planning workshop.
Lunch will be provided. Please register: pastor@
gracelutheran.com or call 717-244-5987 (office).

AN A N A

LUTHERAN CAMPING

QOur Lutheran Camps are waking
with the Spring. Do not forget to
begin thinking about surnmer camp
205(1)! Qur camps have something for
everyone ages 4 to 104 (yes, there is
even elder campl) The camps also
have a family camp for families who
== want to go together and en{'oy all
there is to offer. Here are some events that are plarined
in March.

WOMEN'S QUILTING WEEKEND - March 13 - 15
Kirchenwald: Bring your own projects or learn techniques
from experienced quilters. Enjoy a weekend apart with
the ladies. : ' :

LENTEN DAY APART - March 14 @ 9:00 a.m. - 2:00
.m. The Wittel Farm: Begin your Lenten journey to
aster by joining us for a day apart.

SOIL° AND SEEDS: PARABLES AND PLANTING
- March 21 & 28 @ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. The Wittel
Farm: . Jesus taught in parables. Many of his parables
used aﬁgﬁ'an images of soil, seed, farmer, and fruit. Join
Pastor Matt L.enahan, director of the Wittel Farm Growin,
Project, for a morning retreat that will explore the see
parables of Jesus in our new greenhouse. We will explore
several of Jesus’ parables. We will also plant vegetable
seeds, which will be nurtured in the greenhouse until
transplanting in our fields in May. '

SUMMER CAMP OPEN HOUSE - March 22 @ 2 - 4:30
.m. Nawakwa & Kirchenwaid: You are invited to visit
irchenwald or Nawakwa on March 22 or April 5. Take a
tour of camp with members of our summer staff and see
what camp is all about. As abonus, we will give a $10 gift.

GAME DAY FOR RETIRED
LADIES

Friends, fun and fetlowship while tﬁlafing table
games. The fun happens for adults on the last Friday
of the month from 10:00 a.m. to noon. For more
information, contact Carole Wagner.
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“A special thank you to the Youth Group
frorn Freeland Shaffer for the beautiful
bianket you made for me.”

AR

THE DOOR IS OPEN

Pastor Courtney is available for an office
visit or would welcome the opportunity to
visit you. Please call for an appointment as
needed. God Bless!




02- Patricia Golden
02- Brian Shaffer - -
03- Andrea Hollingworth
03- Barbara Taute
04- Joyce Arriold .
04- Lynn Herbst
05- Doris Jones. -
05- Joshua Ricd
06- Breit Fishel
07- Carly Bennett
09- Suzanne Laucks .
10- Geraldine Jacobs
10- Taylor Jones. : .
12- Jacob Hartman -
12- Kirt Peters:..
- 14-Marie Fales - .

15- Amy Hartman ' .
15- Kenneth Tumer

rts who is

g the ﬂowers in the nctuary

March's ﬂowers. ERRRR,

01 - The altar lowers are presented in memory
of Mary E Rhine by Mr & Mrs C Richard Rhine
08 - The flowers are presetited in honor of our
children Ryan Emily, their spotises, & our
grandchildren by the Strobeck family p
15 - Thé altar flowers are presented in memory
of deceased farrily members by Barb Slavinski
22 - The flowers are presented in memory of
Primrose McCallum & Mark Lloyd by George
McCallum

29 - The altar ﬂowers are presented by Dee
Bowles

Apnl’s ﬂOWE!‘S

02- Chnstma Benner i

?Ueafr;f rfg ?lnmvermmex

23 Kay & Raymond Mansberge T
- 23- Robert & Cindy Strobeck
25- Karen & Thomas Traina
27— Wlll & Robm Bennet

16- Apnl Einsig -

16- Larry Tudor B
17- Celeste Barmnhill
17- Celeste Carter

17- Jennifer Osterhaus
20- Edward Hartman
21~ Alyssa Francis
23- Richard Jacobs
23- Tom Kerr

24- Joshua Arnold -
25- Robert Haa

27- Kendra Shaffer
28- Sandy Shaffer

28- Bara

29- Jamies Pglghel

29- Gretchen Grim
30- Thomas Kuhn
30- Luke Shaffer -
31- Dalton Fishel

12~ The altar flowers are presented in memory
of Atty Samuiel S Laucks Jr & Mr & Mrs John
8 Kopec & Mrs Samuel S Laucks by Dr & Mrs
amuel S Laucks, . .-
e altar cross is in memory of the deceased
family members of the Turner & Kupp families

19 - The altar flowers are presented in memory
of the deceased members of the chou' by
Richard Rhine " .

26 - The flowers are presented in memory ot'
Atty & Mrs E;lame Laucks 5r by the family

~Dee Kerr, Pmofreade:




s




