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If  You Would Like To Be Baptized… 
 

You need to call one of the 

pastors of the church and set an 

appointment. The “proper” time 

is the moment you believe in 

Christ, when you have repented 

of your sins, and openly 

confessed the name of Christ. 

Baptisms can be arranged both on Sundays in the 

service or during the week.  

 

We love to have 

baptisms during our 

Sunday morning service  

so our church family can 

celebrate with you, and 

it is an encouragement 

and public testimony to others. If you would 

prefer to have a private baptism, we will do 

everything to accommodate your schedule and 

preferences. 

 

To Schedule Your Baptism or  
Talk to a Minister Contact: 

What Christian Baptism Is: 
 

• Christian baptism is immersion in water in 

submission to the authority of Jesus Christ. 

It is an act of obedience which commits one 

to the life of obedience. 

 

• Christian baptism is a command to be 

obeyed (Matthew 28:18-50). 

 

• Christian baptism symbolizes the cleansing 

from sin, a washing away of the old (Acts 

22:16). 

 

• Christian baptism symbolizes the new birth 

by which one becomes a new creature in 

Christ. It symbolizes the beginning of the 

new life (John 3:1-4; 2 Cor. 5:17; 1 Peter 

3:21). 

 

• Christian baptism is the act which initiates 

the Christian into fellowship (Acts 2:36-41;  

1 Cor. 12:13). 

 

• Christian baptism symbolizes the death, 

burial, and resurrection of Jesus and also of 

the Christian, the new convert (Romans 6:3; 

Colossians 2:12). 

 

What Christian Baptism Is Not: 
 

• It is not a guarantee of heaven. 

∗ If there is not faith and repentance, water 

baptism is invalid (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

 

• It is not proof to a congregation of the 

genuineness of a convert’s faith. 

∗ It is only proof to God who knows the 

heart and motives of the person. 

An  
Outer 
Act of 
Inner 

Change  

Win Them, Build Them, Send Them! 



          How Was Christian Baptism 
Performed? 

 

Biblical baptism is immersion (Matt. 3:16; John 
3:23; Acts 8:26-29). 

 

• Jesus was immersed (Matt. 3:13-16). 
 

• Even scholars from churches which accept 
modes other than immersion will 
concede that immersion was 
original and that sprinkling and 
pouring were the concessions of 
man, and was never authorized or 
practiced by the Apostles or Christ. 

 

• Every denomination, Protestant and Catholic, 
will accept immersion as valid Christian 
baptism. 

 

• Other forms did not come into practice until 
much later. No biblical statement can be cited 
to grant to any person or church the right to 
alter apostolic practice with regard to baptism. 
The true meanings of baptism cannot be 
visualized or portrayed in any form other than 
immersion. 

 

      Who is a Proper Candidate for 
Baptism? 

 

• Those who hear the gospel (Acts 18:8). 
 

• Those who believe in Christ (Mark 16:16). 
 

• Those who repent of sin (Acts 2:38). 
 

• Those who confess Christ with their mouth 
(Acts 8:37). 

 

• Thus infants are not proper subjects for 
baptisms. 

Some Key Questions & Answers 

About Baptism 

Q. Do we believe in baptismal regeneration? 

 

A. No. Baptismal regeneration means that a 

person is saved by the act of baptism  itself. We 

cannot say that because the Bible says we are 

saved by grace through faith, not that we are saved 

by baptism. Baptism is “not a removal of dirt 

from the body, but an appeal to God for a clear 

conscience” (1 Peter 3:20). 

 

Q. Can a person be a Christian and not be 

baptized? 

 

A. To say “yes” is to say more than the Bible says 

(Mark 16:16). To say “no” is to presume to be 

God. Once a person has said yes to Jesus as Savior 

and Lord, he has forfeited all rights to say no to 

any of Christ’s commands. Baptism is one of 

those commands. 

 

Q. Why do we require a person to be a 

baptized believer in order to be a member of 

our church? 

 

A. Because in all the Biblical examples we have, 

this was the pattern of the early church. We do 

not believe that we would be following Scripture if 

we allowed less than that. 

 

Q. How soon should a person be baptized 

once he has received Christ? 

 

A. The pattern in Acts was immediately (Acts 8:35

-38). 

What Is Baptism? 
 

Baptism is a necessary step in your spiritual 
journey of faith in Christ. Baptism does not make 
you a believer. It is simply an obedient response 
and expression of your faith and commitment to 
Christ. Every example we see in the Bible 
demonstrates that first a person commits to 
believe in Christ and then he or she is baptized as 
an expression of that belief. 

Why Be Baptized? 
 

We follow Christ’s example. Jesus said, “Let it be 
so now, it is proper for us to do this (be baptized) 
to  fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). 
 

We follow Christ’s commandment. “Jesus said, 
‘Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 
 

We demonstrate our faith. “...many of the 
Corinthians who heard him believed and were 
baptized” (Acts 18:8). 
 

Is Baptism Necessary to Become a 

Member of  Garden City? 
 

Yes, if you have not been baptized by immersion. 
Our heart’s desire is to simply obey the clear 
teaching of God’s Word. So even if you were 
baptized as in infant, your baptism today 
represents an obedience to Christ’s command for 
all those who come to faith in Him. 


