
E L I Z A B E T H  
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

H e l p i n g  p e o p l e  m e e t  a n d  w a l k  w i t h  J e s u s  

J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6  –  T h e  B a p t i s m  o f  J e s u s  

 
* Please stand if you are able 

CELEBRATING  GOD’S  PRESENCE 
PRELUDE  CHRYSTAL COTTRELL 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS BARB BATT 

GREETING ONE ANOTHER BARB BATT 

BIND US TOGETHER SONG CHOIR & CHRYSTAL COTTRELL, ACCOMPANIST 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 
“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 

CHOIR & CHRYSTAL COTTRELL, ACCOMPANIST 

* CALL  TO  WORSHIP  

 

OPENING PRAYER 
All:  Creator God, you formed the heavens and stretched them over us; you spread out the 
earth and made it fruitful. From your glory, you came to us in Jesus, your Son, to touch the 
earth with healing and hope. We praise you for all the gifts you have given us in Christ and 
in creation. In the strength of the Spirit, we come to renew our commitment to you, to 
serve in the name of Christ Jesus, who is one with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now 
and always.  Amen. 

REV. KIM NOFEL 
Leader: We are called to serve in the name of Jesus, God’s beloved Son, 

People: God calls us by name because we, too, are beloved. 

Leader: God calls us to be a light to the nations. 

People: We wait for God’s teaching and to learn justice. 

Leader: We are witnesses to God’s goodness and grace who claims and loves us. 

People: God’s name be praised! 



HYMN #517 “I'd Rather Have Jesus”  
CHOIR & CHRYSTAL COTTRELL, ACCOMPANIST 

 

 

*PRAISE SONGS “Friend Of God” and “Let God Arise”  
CLARK & MELINDA HAGAN, MIKE & JULIE BAGGETT and BOBBIE MARCHESE  

CELEBRATING GRACE AND FORGIVENESS 

CALL TO CONFESSION BARB BATT 
Leader: Let us draw near to God with sincerity of heart and full assurance of faith, that our 

guilty hearts may be sprinkled clean, our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 
10:22) Let us confess our sins before God and one another. Let us pray:  

CONFESSION   
All: God of our Baptism, we come to that same river where you were baptized, and we 
stand next to you, waiting to be washed clean.  But we confess that we often wish to be 
cleansed without going through the messiness of repentance.  We want your grace but 
often act as we did before receiving it. Help us to truly be baptized by your Good News, 
that by hearing it, touching it, tasting it, we may embrace it, be filled by your grace and be 
truly renewed by it. 

SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Leader: Before the world was made, we were chosen in Christ to be part of God’s family. 

God calls us to new life in Christ, so trust in God’s forgiveness and grace. Embrace 
God’s love for you.  Turn and follow Jesus in repentance and joy.  Friends, believe 
the good news of the gospel:   

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 
 

OFFERING TO GOD REV. KIM NOFEL 
God has commissioned us to spread the Good News that God is at work in the world and that 
we are loved and blessed in Jesus’ name. We offer our gifts to God in thanksgiving for all this 
Good News.  

OFFERTORY:  “Why Me Lord”  PRAISE TEAM 

DOXOLOGY  

“Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen” 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION EVERYONE 
All:  God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, we bring our gifts to you with grateful 
hearts. Use these gifts to spread your love in the world. And make us a blessing to all those 
whom we encounter, that the life of Christ lives in us. Amen. 



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION BARB BATT 

Your Word, O God, comes to us in the translation of ancient scripture. Send your Holy Spirit 
to open our minds with understanding and our hearts with wisdom in the name of Jesus 

Christ, your Living Word.  Amen. 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 (NRSV) 

The Servant, a Light to the Nations 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry out or lift up his 
voice or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning 
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be 
crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out 
the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those 
who walk in it: 6 I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the 
hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7 to 
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison 
those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor 
my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

New Testament Reading: Matthew 3:1-17 (NRSV) REV. KIM NOFEL 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make his paths straight.’ ”4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and 
all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in 
the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of 
the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me 
is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

The Baptism of Jesus 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented.  
 

 



16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on 
him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SERMON “Standing With Us” REV. KIM NOFEL 
 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS REV. KIM NOFEL 

Following each Joy we say, “Thanks be to You, O God.” 

Following each Concern we say, “Hear our prayer, O Lord.” 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  REV. KIM NOFEL 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION EVERYONE 

“Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will guide you in all you do. 
God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

*PASTORAL BENEDICTION  REV. KIM NOFEL 

POSTLUDE CHRYSTAL COTTRELL 
 
 

EPC FINANCIAL REPORT 

NOVEMBER 2025   

Tithes/Offering/Other Income  $   10,419.57 

Expenses $             1.00 

Surplus/(Shortfall) $   10,418.57 

YEAR TO DATE 2025   

Tithes/Offering/Other Income  $ 165,487.19 

Expenses  $ 149,300.18 

Surplus/(Shortfall)  $   16,187.01   

Avg Monthly Income  $   15,044.29 

Total Offerings 01/04/2026 $  3,169.00 
 


