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Rejoice always,  
pray continually, 
give thanks in all 
circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Annual Thanksgiving Pitch-In Dinner
Sunday . November 16th

(following the morning service)

Bring food to share.
Drinks and table service will be provided.
If you would like to donate (and cook) a turkey, ham,

or stuffing for the dinner, please sign up on the bulletin board
or contact the church office.

Let’s Kick of the Christmas Season!
Celebration Sunday

November 30th . 9:15a
Donuts and drinks will be provided.

There will also be a Christmas activity for kids.

Rejoice
Pray
Give Thanks



Keep up with the church by liking 
and following our facebook page. 
(Search for New Castle Mt. Zion Wesleyan Church)

Men’s Breakfast
All men (ages 12 and older) are invited to breakfast, fellowship, 
and spiritual growth on Saturday, November 8th, from
8-9:30a. Sign up on the bulletin board.  

Ladies Book Club
The November/December selection is “Paper Bag Christmas” 
by Kevin Alan Milne. Obtain a copy and get reading. We will 
meet on Monday, December 15th, at 6p for a discussion.

When Molar and his older brother, Aaron, fill out their 
Christmas wish lists front and back, the Santa at the 
mall informs the boys they won’t be getting anything 
they asked for. Instead, they will receive everything 
they never wanted. This isn’t your garden-variety 
Santa; he’s Dr. Chris Ringle, a pediatric oncologist, 
and he enlists the brothers as Santa’s elves at the 
children’s ward for the holidays.

Each boy is charged with a very special assignment. 
Aaron will befriend Madhu, a fast-talking boy on an 
organ transplant list who, though not Christian, has 
an insatiable curiosity and wants to learn all about the 
holiday. 

Molar’s task is considerably harder, as he attempts to 
help a lonely little girl named Katrina. Her surgery has 
left her scarred, and she has shut herself away from 
everyone. But it is through her that the true spirit of 
Christmas will touch the lives of all those around her 
in a way none of them would have foreseen.

New Church
Directory!
You will find out in the 
next couple weeks how to 
submit a photo for our new 
Directory!

MISSIONS NEWS
October Missions Giving
Global Partners
Faith Promise . . .    $750
JESUS Film . . .  $100

World Hope (sponsorship, Christmas)  . . .  $145
Wycliffe Bible Translations . . . $200
American Bible Society (Christmas) . . . $50
God’s Grain Bin . . . $100
Christian Love Help Center . . . $100

Thank You . . .
. . . for the yummy sweet treats.  Several ladies made 
cookies/sweet treats for our volunteer firefighters at 
Cadiz and Sulphur Springs recently. A large platter of 
cookies was delivered before each of their monthly 
meetings began. They were very appreciative of the 
cookies and of our thoughtfulness. 

Thanks goes to Shelley Wilson, Celia Guffey, Jeanna 
Rogers, Vickie Mcintosh, Kellie Riggs, Kelly Andrews, 
Karyn Rogers, Chari Rhoads, and Julie Rogers. One 
firefighter said that they ate way too many treats!  

Operation Christmas Child
The Missions Board is once again collecting shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child. We have some that have 
been partially filled but need some additional items. We 
also have several empty boxes for anyone who would 
like to participate. You can stop by the table on Sunday 
mornings to grab either a partially full or empty shoe box 
and a list of suggested items. 

Filled shoeboxes need to be returned to church by Sunday, 
November 16th. Be part of taking the gospel to children 
and families around the world by filling a shoebox!

Attendance Last Month
 10/5 10/12 10/19 10/26 
Sunday School 60 73 61 70
Worship 135 189 170 181

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Kids Ministry
The Gospel Project in Kids Church
This month in Kids Church, Solomon’s unfaithfulness to God 
led to a divided and troubled kingdom. Rather than seek the 
Lord wholeheartedly, the people of Israel and Judah turned to 
worship worthless idols. Yet, God did not forsake His people. 
Through the prophet Elijah, God demonstrated His presence, 
power, and preeminence as the one true God.  

November’s Big Picture Questions: 
Elementary - How many gods are there? There is one true 
God who alone deserves worship.       

Older preK/K - How many gods are there? There is one 
true God. 
Younger preK - Know that the Lord is God. There is no 
other! 

Key Verse: 1 Kings 8:60

Pumpkins & Praise
We hope all kids can join us on November 2nd for Pumpkins and 
Praise during Kids Church.  The elementary kids will start a few 
minutes early at 10:20a.  If is isn’t raining, we will be outside 
some so dress your kids accordingly.  We will have pumpkins to 
find and decorate, praises to share, games to play, and much 
more.

Christmas Party
December 7th  will be our Christmas Party. We do an ornament 
gift exchange on this day.  Please send in a wrapped ornament 
that can be for a boy or a girl.  This is for nursery through 6th 
grade.  We will have extras on hands to help out families who 
have multiple children or who have forgot.  Ornaments can be 
brought in starting November 23rd.

Kids Sunday School
There is Kids Sunday School this month at 9:15a.  For now, 
we will offer it every other Sunday School cycle. This 
means we will not meet in December/January, but will for 
February/March.  

Teen Ministry
October had its blessings and laughter.

"Relaxing in Duck Creek Corner at church with my blanket 
and book while I hear laughing, lots of screaming, 
running feet, growls and many other noises from the 
teens as they have a blast at Glow Night. A memorable 
phrase . . . ‘Levi, get Mrs. DeCrastos! Levi get her!’ No 
one ever came to get me!"

(A parent's perspective of Blackout Night)

Sunday Night Teen Group
Because of busy schedules with holidays and because 
some of our teens are involved in the Christmas drama, 
we will only meet twice in November and twice in 
December (14th and 28th). Mark your calendar for those 
December dates as we’ll go see Christmas lights together 
and end the month with our Christmas party.

November 2nd . 5:30-7p
We’ll have a few games we didn’t get a chance to play at 
BlackOut Night.

November 9th . 5-7p
Thanksgiving Teen Group complete with turkey bowling 
and a special meal. 

Sunday School
So far in Sunday School, the teens have helped get 
out foam boards to help with organization, prepare an 
obstacle course for our younger kids, prepare BlackOut 
Night supplies, and helped straighten chairs in the 
sanctuary.  We are thankful for their help, but we also 
hope we are helping build a desire to serve and and 
awareness of different ways to help. In November, they’ll 
help with some nerf gun organization and testing, hear 
from Jim Bales on how he prepares for a Sunday and 
perhaps learn how they can be involved in Sunday morning 
services, organize some crafts supplies, and more.

Kids & Teens



Mt Zion Voices
If you would like to write something for the newsletter, please contact the church office.

I Will Always Have Hope
Fall is upon us; November has come ‘round again. As I write this, I am considering the question put to us for the monthly 
newsletter: "What are you thankful for?" I’m guessing that if this were a topic on Family Feud, most of us could easily supply 
the 5 most common ‘serious’ responses; the ‘fun’ replies will likely provide more variety (and meaningful insight into some 
quirky members of our church family)! 

But among the varied responses, I am almost certain of one that will not be given, in any of its connotations: Suffering. 
Tribulation. Sorrow. Trouble. Despair . . . None of us would choose to experience any of these, nor would any typically come 
to mind as circumstances that evoke thankfulness.  And yet, consider Paul’s words in Romans 5:2b-5:

And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

Glory in our sufferings? Other text versions interpret "glory" as "we are happy", "we boast", "we rejoice". Rejoicing in suffering 
does not come naturally, if it comes at all! Recently I saw a Facebook post reminding that even though Paul wrote the book of 
Philippians from prison, it is known as the ‘happiest’ book of the Bible – how did that happen? 

I think the answer is provided in the Scripture above, almost as bookends – HOPE! We rejoice in the HOPE of the glory of God. 
This is not wishy-washy, cross my fingers, blow out the candles and make a wish hope. 

This is HOPE – confidence in the glory of God, in the work of Christ, in the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

This is HOPE – certain knowledge of my eternal destiny.  

This is HOPE – understanding that whatever my current circumstances, God is using them to shape me, to draw me to 
dependence upon Him, to reveal Himself to me as He refines me to more resemble Him.

"For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that outweighs them all." (2 Cor 4:17) This is 
a mountaintop view. This is Abraham seeing the promise of a nation, Moses seeing into the Promised Land, David seeing the 
Messiah in his bloodline. It is Mordecai saying "for such a time as this", Joseph saying "God meant it for good", Job saying "I know 
that my Redeemer lives" and "though He slay me, yet I will hope in Him." This is knowing the end of the story.

So as strange as it sounds, as foreign as it is to our human nature, we thank God for our suffering – and we thank Him for hope, 
for the Hope of Glory. "We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure" (Hebrews 6:19). When we are filled with 
hope, it spills over and is evident to those around us. "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." (Romans 15:13) And when they ask, "always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have." (1 Peter 3:15)

Until recently, I’ve never claimed a "life verse". But in the last year or so, one has come to be meaningful in an every day and 
forevermore way: "As for me, I will always have hope; I will praise him more and more." (Psalm 71:14) Thank God for hope, in 
every circumstance.

 

            

Mary Hale


