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BIRTH OF THE CHURCH: THE FIRE BEFORE WATER * ACTS 2:1-39 * 5/31/2026

The Holy Spirit empowers us to grow in our walk with Christ and to share the gospel.

Growing up, what did you think about church? How has this thinking
influenced you an adult? Describe church in one word. Do you think someone
outside church would agree or disagree with your choice? Explain. Based on
what you know about the Book of Acts, in what ways does our church accurately
reflect what God’s Word says it should be?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:1-13

Why do you think God chose this dramatic moment and these visible signs
(wind, fire, languages) to send the Holy Spirit? What does this event reveal
about God’s desire to communicate His message to all peoples? Why is it
important that the disciples were “all together in one place” when the Spirit
came? What does being “filled with the Holy Spirit” seem to empower believers
to do?

How does Pentecost reverse or contrast with the story of the Tower of Babel
(Genesis 11:1—9)? Why do you think some in the crowd responded with
amazement while others responded with skepticism and mockery? What does
this passage teach us about the beginning of the church and its mission?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:14-21

Why is it important that Peter grounds the Pentecost event in Scripture rather
than just personal experience? What does the phrase “the last days” mean in
this context? What does this passage teach us about the accessibility of the Holy
Spirit (across age, gender, and social status)? Why might Peter emphasize
prophecy, visions, and dreams as signs of the Spirit’s work?

What do the dramatic signs in heaven and earth communicate about God’s
power and coming judgment? How does verse 21 connect the work of the Holy
Spirit with salvation? What does Peter’s boldness here reveal about how the
Holy Spirit has changed him?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:22-39

Why is it important that Peter emphasizes both human responsibility (“you
crucified”) and God’s sovereignty (“according to the definite plan of God”)?
What does the resurrection prove about Jesus’ identity and mission?

Why does Peter repeatedly use Old Testament Scripture to support his
message? What does it mean that Jesus is both “Lord and Christ” (v. 36)? Why
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do you think the people were “cut to the heart” after hearing Peter’s sermon?
What does biblical repentance involve beyond feeling guilty? How are
repentance, baptism, forgiveness, and receiving the Holy Spirit connected in
Peter’s call? What does verse 39 reveal about the scope of God’s promise?

APPLICATION

The disciples waited faithfully before the Spirit came. Why is waiting on God
often difficult? What fears might the disciples have had before Pentecost, and
how might the Spirit have changed them? How aware are you of the Holy
Spirit’s presence and work in your daily life? In what ways do you need the
Spirit’s power to live faithfully or share your faith? Are there areas where you
are relying on your own strength instead of the Holy Spirit?

Why do powerful works of God sometimes invite both faith and criticism? How
can we discern genuine movements of the Holy Spirit today? Do you tend to
interpret spiritual experiences through Scripture—or Scripture through your
experiences? Why does that matter? How have you seen God use unexpected or
ordinary people to speak truth or encourage others? How does Jesus’
resurrection strengthen your faith today? Are there areas in your life where
God is calling you to repentance?

PRAYER



