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Join us for a Weekend of Sacred Disruption  
 

The Rev. Paul Roberts will be the guest speaker on Saturday, May 16 and Sunday, May 17 

 

Rev. Paul Roberts, Sr., currently serves as the President of the Justice Center for Sacred 
Theological Studies (JCSTS) in Atlanta, Georgia. JCSTS has Presbyterian roots. In 1867 
the Freedmen’s Institute of North Carolina was established. In time the Institute became 
the John C. Smith University. In 1969 the university and the seminary split. The 
seminary moved to Atlanta, Georgia and joined the Interdenominational Theological 
Center (ITC). 
 

The Justice Center’s Mission Statement—The Justice Center strives to enliven the human 
heart through education that centers Christ's justice. 
 

The Justice Center continues to assert that the vitality of the African-American heritage 
is just as vital as Reformed theology and preaching and can offer a critical correction to 
the Church when it approaches faith through the lens of privilege. As stated on the 
JCSTS website, “As such, it remains one of the few institutional reminders of the 
Presbyterian Church’s stated commitment to ethnic diversity.”  
 

Under the leadership of Rev. Roberts “JCSTS is redefining itself as an educational media 
company pursuing a multi-faith movement for justice.” Rev. Roberts speaks across the 
country on topics related to spirituality, justice, and leadership. This past January he 
spoke at the annual Association of Partners in Christian Education (APCE) conference. 
(www.jcsts.org/paul-roberts) 
 

Please register for Saturday, May 16 using the QR code below for planning purposes by 
May 10. Walk ins for the day with Rev. Roberts will be welcomed. Childcare for ages 
four and under will be available. Childcare reservations MUST be made by May 10.  
 

You are also invited to continue the journey on Sunday, May 17 when Rev. Roberts joins 
the Church and Society Class. On Sunday you can participate by Zoom. No registration 
needed. Just show up!! 
 

If you have any questions or are unable to register for the event through the QR code, 
contact Denise Wilborn (dwilborn55@gmail.com). 
 

 

Philip –Eye  

https://www.jcsts.org/paul-roberts
mailto:dwilborn55@gmail.com?subject=Paul%20Roberts
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2026 Pride Festival and Parade  
Last summer a small group of St. Philippians joined the 
fun and celebration of diversity cheering for those in the 
Pride Parade. This year we are going to be even more en-
gaged in the celebration! 
 

Saturday, June 6 St. Philip Presbyterian Church will join 
with several other Presbytery of New Covenant churches 
to host a booth during the Pride Festival at City Hall. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to experience the rich cultural 
community we are blessed to be part of and get to know 
our neighbors.  
 

The Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee, with the 
leadership of Chuck Johnson, is requesting volunteers to 
participate. Volunteers are needed from the hours of 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; and will serve in two hour shifts. The early shift 
will set up the booth. The late shift will clean up. In addi-
tion to mingling with the community as we staff the booth, 
we will have the opportunity to serve alongside and get to 
know other members of our Presbytery.  
 

If you are interested and available to volunteer for a shift, 
please email Darcy Wilson with Presbytery of New Cove-
nant  (dbwilson@pbyofnewcovenant.org) and Denise Wil-
born (dwilborn55@gmail.com), chair of P&SJ. Darcy is 
coordinating staffing volunteer shifts for the Pride Festival.  
 

If you are interested in carpooling or meeting downtown 
for the Pride Parade that evening, email Denise Wilborn 
(dwilborn55@gmail.com). 

5 Calls is the easiest and most effective way for US constit-
uents to make a political impact, and calling your congress-
person is the most effective way to influence policy 
(https://5calls.org/why-calling-works/). What’s important 
to you? 5 Calls provides you with a script with detailed 
talking points and tells you who to call based on your loca-
tion. 

Go to https://5calls.org/ 

mailto:dbwilson@pbyofnewcovenant.org
mailto:dwilborn55@gmail.com
mailto:dwilborn55@gmail.com
https://5calls.org/why-calling-works/
https://5calls.org/
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
Thursday Evening Circle—May 7—meets 1st Thursday 

of each month at 7 p.m. in the Dining Room.  
Megan Sankowski  -  megansankowski@hotmail.com  

 

Monday Morning Saints—May 11—meets 2nd Monday 
of each month at 10 a.m. in the Dining Room. 

Tricia Tolbert phtolbert@gmail.com 
 

The Hallmark Circle—May 13—meets 2nd Wednesday 
of each month at 1:30 p.m.  

Text Sue Shirley-Howard at 713-683-8139 for more infor-
mation. 

 

Sunday Circle—May 17—meets 3rd Sunday of each 
month after worship in the Dining Room. 

Jan Meyer jsmeyer9990@gmail.com 

Be A Voter!!  
May Matters!! 

May 26th Runoff Elections 
 

What’s on the ballot? 
Here are the statewide Republican runoffs: 

• U.S. Senate: John Cornyn and Ken Paxton 

• Texas attorney general: Mayes Middleton and Chip Roy 

• Texas Railroad Commission: Jim Wright and Bo French 
   Texas Court of Criminal Appeals Place 3: Alison Fox 

and Thomas Smith 
Here are the statewide Democratic runoffs: 

• Lieutenant governor: Vikki Goodwin and Marcos Vélez 
   Attorney general: Nathan Johnson and Joe Jaworski 
What dates do I need to know? 

• April 27 is the last day to register to vote and to submit 
an address change for the runoff elections. Read more 
about voter registration here. 

• May 15 is the last day to apply to vote by mail. This op-
tion is limited in Texas. Read more about who qualifies 
to vote by mail and the process here. 

• Early voting in person is May 18-22. Read more about 
early voting here. 

• Election Day – the last day to vote in person and to re-
turn a ballot by mail is May 26. Read more about Elec-
tion Day voting here and about voting by mail in here. 

• Also check your local school districts for possible up-
coming school board elections. Dates may vary from the 
runoff election dates. 

 

Reference Texas Tribune’s March 18, 2026 article (https://
www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-
elections-2026/) for additional voter registration infor-
mation. Also reference VOTE411 (https://
www.vote411.org/) for your May ballot search by address.  
 

There may be some runoff elections in your county. Stay 
informed! 

Ministers ’ Discretionary Fund  
The Ministers’ Discretionary Fund is a special account 
available for the pastors to help church members and oth-
ers in our community with extraordinary financial needs. 
The people assisted with this fund generally fall outside 
the bounds of support available through local relief agen-
cies. The uniqueness of this fund permits the pastors to 
respond quickly to individual situations in a confidential 
manner, while extending the love and care of St. Philip. 
Your donations help sustain this ministry. Online donors 
should select "Ministers Account" from the fund menu. 
Checks should be similarly designated. Thank  you! 

Eagle Scout  Gift  
St. Philip Family - Thank you for the opportunity to do my 
Eagle Service Project to benefit the Elementary Sunday School 
Class! I worked with three Scout friends and three adults to 
complete the project. The project involved changing the color of 
the accent wall (painting) [in Room 206], applying a green 
Fruit of the Spirit sticker mural, building a bench (with cush-
ion and storage) and adding a soft area rug and bean bags to 
create a comfortable reading area. 
 

I await my Scoutmaster Conference and Board of Review for 
Eagle Rank. Prayers appreciated as I take these final steps to 
attain the rank of Eagle Scout! 

John Webster 

We're excited and grateful about this new addition to the 
Elementary Sunday School classroom. On the very first 
Sunday after the project's completion, the children were 
already enjoying the new space, reading scripture and be-
ginning the day's lessons in comfort. The words from Ga-
latians are sure to encourage and inspire children and 
adults alike. 

mailto:megansankowski@hotmail.com?subject=PW%20Thursday
mailto:phtolbert@gmail.com?subject=Monday%20Morning%20Saints
mailto:jsmeyer9990@gmail.com?subject=Sunday%20PW%20Cirlce
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-voter-registration
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-mail-in-voting
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-voting-in-person
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-voting-in-person
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/#what-do-i-need-to-know-about-mail-in-voting
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/03/18/texas-primary-runoff-elections-2026/
https://www.vote411.org/
https://www.vote411.org/
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A CALL FOR NOMINATIO NS & A CALL TO PRAY  
 

The congregation is being asked to submit recommendations for persons to serve as Ruling Elders (Session), Trustees, and 
on the Central Mission Endowment Council. 
  

We ask that the congregation wrap this process in prayer. Take some time to pray over the names in the church directory. 
Who do you believe exhibits spiritual leadership to take St. Philip to the next step?  Who has a contagious passion for God?  
Who might enlarge our vision, empower our members, and embrace a bit of risk? How about you? 
   

Thank you for your help!  Your 2026 Nominating Committee: 
Selena Brinegar (chair), Omi Ford, Sara Jean Jackson, Jane Lee, Dick Nunn, Gay Van Osdall  
  

Please use the online form by scanning the QR code or going to saintphilip.net. 
Self-nominations are welcome. In making recommendations, please elaborate on personal qualities, 
involvement in our church, and why you consider this person a good candidate for church leader-
ship.  If you are recommending a Ruling Elder, please indicate the ministry area(s) you think they would 
best serve: Education; Finance; Mission; Peacemaking & Social Justice; Personnel; Property; Steward-
ship; Welcome & Membership; or Worship & Music. 
 

RULING ELDER 
In addition to possessing the necessary gifts and abilities for leading the congregation, those who undertake the ministry of 
Ruling Elder should be persons of strong faith, dedicated discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Their 
manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel in the church and in the world. As members of the Session, 
they are responsible for the spiritual oversight of the congregation and for oversight of all the programs and ministries of St. 
Philip. 
 

Currently serving as Elders:  
Class of 2026—Selena Brinegar, Kate Burkart, David Castro, Ada Fuller, Kurt Grether, John Hartman., and William Howard. 
Class of 2027—Lee Ardell, Tina Bryan, Sherri Dees, Pam Keever, Sarah Victorian, Al Waldrop, and Denise Wilborn. 
Class of 2028—Junius Allen, Orlean Anderson, Linda Ewing, Sam Fisher, Amy Morriss, Carrie Pepi, and William Rowe. 

 

TRUSTEE 
The duties of the trustees are to receive, hold, encumber, manage, and transfer property on behalf of the congregation; and to 
manage any permanent special funds for the furtherance of the purposes of the congregation. 
 

Currently serving as Trustees are , Casey Lambright, Pam Taylor, and Dick Nunn. 
 

CENTRAL MISSION ENDOWMENT COUNCIL 
Members of the council decide the disbursements of the Central Mission Endowment Fund (CMEF). Persons serving on the 
council should be interested in mission outreach with available time for site visits. 
 

Currently serving on the council are Bob Ardell, Betsy Boston, Angelina Fonseca, Ada Fuller (Session Rep), Roderick James, John 
Lindsay, Mary McGuire (Mission Committee Rep), Butch Wilson, and Jennifer Wilson. 
 

If you prefer you can email your nomination and information to chair Selena Brinegar at Selena.brinegar@gmail.com. Nomi-
nations are due by May 18. 

Save the Date  

Summer VBS  
June 13 —9 AM – 2PM  

God Welcomes All -  

The Story of Peter and Cornelius  

mailto:selena.brinegar@gmail.com?subject=Nomination%20Committee
https://39268.people.myamplify.io/external/form/32d0cf82-23f6-482a-863a-294a4e046c24
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From Blue Sky Time  
to Hurricane Season  

In the Disaster Response lingo, we are in “Blue Sky Time”.  
This is the time to prepare for Hurricane Season that be-
gins June 1.   
 

Here is a basic list for you and to share:   

 A gallon per day of drinking water per person for three 
days. 

 Non-perishable foods for three days. 

 Batteries, battery charger [power bank] for cellphone. 

 Medications for two weeks. 

 Important papers in secure location. 

 If your household has a generator, check its functioning 
now.   

 Is your home AC compressor secure and above ground 
level?   

9 Nutritious Nonperishable 
Foods to Stock for Emergencies  

 Canned tuna can last for up to several years if kept in a 
cool, dark place, making it one of the better emergency 
foods available. 

 Dried fruit — preferably without added sugars. 

 Protein, granola, and cereal bars. Look for options with 
high protein content (10 grams or more), no added sug-
ars, and low carbohydrates (under 20 grams). 

 Peanut butter is rich in healthy fats and touts plenty of 
protein, making it a great item to keep on hand in case of 
emergency. Unopened commercial peanut butter can last 
six to nine months at room temperature. Once opened, 
it will remain safe to eat for two to three months. 

 A three-day supply of bottled water on hand, which 
equates to around a gallon per day for each person in the 
household.  

 Trail mix contain nuts that’ll keep you full of energy. 
Avoid trail mix that contains a lot of candy. 

 Cans of beans and bags of rice are easy to cook when 
your supplies and appliances are limited, so long as you 
have access to an open flame or another heat source. 

 Energy drinks help replenish essential fluids and electro-
lytes. Keep a few bottles of Gatorade or Powerade 
handy to provide fuel when a disaster hits. Electrolyte 
drink powders or tablets, such as Liquid IV, LMNT, or 
Nuun, which you can add to a glass of water for a boost 
of hydration whenever you need it. 

 For your pets: Be sure to have a backup supply of cans 
or bags of pet food handy.  

Source—www.houseoutlook.com 

Spring Garden Update  
Have you walked or driven by the raised beds behind Fel-
lowship Hall lately?  The St. Philip community garden 
(which is more rightly called a donation garden) is flourish-
ing with the good growing weather we have had this 
spring.  After producing a total of about 450 pounds of 
vegetables in 2025, the two garden beds were mostly fallow 
in the early months of this year (though we did get a de-
cent crop of turnips, beets, collards, and kale in January 
from seeds planted in one bed in the fall).  Garden volun-
teers came out for a planting day on February 28, 2026, 
sharing fellowship and getting in some “garden therapy”.  
We planted pepper, eggplant, and tomato plants, and let-
tuce, cucumbers, collards, mustard greens, and kale from 
seed. 
 

An initial problem with the watering system resulted in 
some of the seeds not sprouting, but a quick fix and some 
reseeding got things back on track in March. Everything is 
now growing well.  One reality of organic gardening is that 

the weeds sometimes grow as abundant-
ly as the vegetables. This year, there has 
been an effusion of purslane, a weed 
that is edible, though not commonly 
used for food in the US.  (Fun fact: 
Purslane is quite nutritious, high in ome-

ga-3 fatty acids and containing significant amounts of vita-
mins A and C, as well as calcium, iron, magnesium and 
potassium and antioxidants.)  If you see it growing in the 
garden, pull some out and give it a taste. 
 

Several pounds of lettuce have already been picked this 
season, and before long we will be able to harvest the 
greens and maybe a few early peppers. The tomatoes and 
cucumbers will start coming ripe later in May, while the 
eggplants, which like heat, will get more active in June.  
May and June are the prime months for harvesting the gar-
den and delivering the produce to the CCSC Emergency 
Services food pantry.   
 

If you have a little time this summer, consider joining our 
small team of harvesters.  Each volunteer generally har-
vests the veggies a couple of times over the course of the 
summer; the more volunteers there are, the more this labor 
of love can be shared.  The St. Philip donation garden has 
helped feed our hungry neighbors for over 10 years.  It is 
one of the many ways our congregation seeks to care for 
God’s creation and follow Jesus in giving to those in need 
and building community. 
 

Interested in more information? Contact 
Cathy Patterson cpatters@swbell.net 

https://houseoutlook.com/nonperishable-foods-stock-for-emergencies/
mailto:cpatters@swbell.net
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSE S  
FOR ALL AGES  

   

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES START AT 9:45  AM 
LAST DAY FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL UNTIL FALL  

   

GODLY PLAY—Ages 3—Kindergarten—Room 103—
Godly Play utilizes storytelling of Scripture and spiritual 
experience as we watch, listen, wonder, and respond to-
gether.  We value the process, we are open to discovery 
with the child, and one of our goals is to build community 
as we work alongside one another week by week.   
 

ELEMENTARY—Grades 1-5—Room 205—The chil-
dren will explore the FollowMe discipleship practices cur-
riculum from the PC(USA). 
 

YOUTH—Grades 6-12 return soon.  They meet in the 
Dining Room, watch the calendar for announcements 
about Kids Against Hunger packing sessions.    
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY—Room 204—Join us from 
9:30 to 10:40 a.m. as we seek to deepen our understanding 
of God’s faithfulness to all God’s people. In the fall, we 
began our study of Isaiah in Volume 2, Prophets, in Dr. 
Robert Alter’s The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commen-
tary (2019). All are welcome. 
 

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—We have Children’s Chapel 
the second and fourth Sundays after Conversation with Chil-
dren. In the Children's Chapel, our young disciples (K-5th 
grade) learn the whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of 
worship, while praying, singing, and hearing God's word at 
an age-appropriate level. Children return to join the con-
gregation in the first few pews on the lectern side of the 
church for the last hymn.  
 

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201—9:30-10:40 a.m.-    
May 10 – For I Was Homeless, and You Sheltered Me Lord of the 
Streets Episcopal Church presented by The Rev. Brad Sulli-
van, Vicar. The causes of homelessness range from system-
wide failures to individual struggles. The solutions, as well, 
range from individual effort to system-wide changes. Hear 
about causes and solutions for homelessness. Rev. Sullivan 
will discuss the work Lord of the Streets (LOTS) is doing 
to help, heal, and house people experiencing homelessness. 
https://www.lotshouston.org.  May 17 - Sacred Disruption: 
Faith-Rooted Practices for Justice-Oriented Faith Formation pre-
sented by Reverend Paul Timothy Roberts, the President 
of Johnson C. Smith Seminary in Atlanta, GA. He will ex-
plore with us how Christian educators can embody and 
teach justice by embracing the prophetic call to disrupt 
systems of exclusion and inequality within and beyond the 

NURSERY CARE IS AVAILABLE  
THROUGHOUT SUNDAY MORNINGS 

8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants to age 4 are invited to our 
Nursery which is staffed by professional childcare provid-
ers.  Please find that our Nursery is located in the hallway 
off of the Gathering Area.  An usher or a greeter will be 

happy to direct you there. 

ST. PHILIP DURING TH E WEEK  
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE STUDY GROUP—This group 
meets for an hour once a month on Zoom to read and 
discuss social justice issues of  concern in today’s world. 
This group meets by zoom on the first Monday of  the 
month, 7-8 p.m. to read and discuss social justice issues of  
concern.  The current study book is Brian Kaylor's Baptiz-
ing America; how mainline Protestants helped build Christian Na-
tionalism.   Interested persons can contact Sara Jean Jack-
son: sjj10223@gmail.com.   
 

LAMBETH STUDY–Keatan King leads young adults in  
study every other Monday of the month evening at 7:00 
PM via Zoom. (May 18, June 1, June 15 & June 29) It is 
a time of study, reflection, and prayer. If you would like 
more details, email Keatan at: keatan@saintphilip.net. 
  

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY— Wednesday Bible study 
with John Wurster meets weekly at 9:30 a.m., and is a hy-
brid format with an in-person option in the Office Confer-
ence Room and also a Zoom option. Bible novices, Bible 
experts, and everyone in between is welcome to join us as 
we look at the lectionary passages for the coming Sunday! 
To get on the list for the Zoom link, send a note to: 

 john@saintphilip.net.  
   

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK CLUB—

 The next meeting is May 14 at 7:00 
p.m. The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O’Farrell. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please contact Nina Lambright 
at: nnl@lambrightlaw.com.  
  

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOW-
SHIP—  Men of all ages are welcome to participate in this 
self-led group. The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each 
Friday in person in the office Conference Room and via 
Zoom at 11:45 a.m.  We are beginning to study “Short Sto-
ries by Jesus” by Amy-Jill Levine. If you would like to join 
them please contact Gary Gardner at:  

ggardne148@aol.com. 

church. Drawing from Scripture, and from Black and 
womanist theologies, participants will examine how educa-
tional ministries can become spaces of sacred disruption 
and healing. May 24 Memorial Day Weekend Media Study 
presented by Kate Burkart. Will Kate choose the Oscar 
winner? Will she choose a current television series? Kate 
winds up the Church & Society Spring Term with a well-
rounded program that combines joy, academic expertise, 
and deep theological reflection. The intersection of 
filmmaking and theology can offer profound insights into 
the human condition, especially when explored through 
the lens of contemporary media artists. Watch this space! 
Kate Burkart, St. Philip film guru, minored in film at Penn 
State and has led film studies at St. Philip since 2002. If you 
would like the Zoom link for the classes, email:  

jshartman01@gmail.com. 

mailto:sjj10223@gmail.com
mailto:keatan@saintphilip.net?subject=Lambeth%20Study
mailto:john@saintphilip.net
mailto:nnl@lambrightlaw.com?subject=Women's%20Book%20Club
mailto:ggardne148@aol.com?subject=Men's%20Fellowship
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May Communion Offering  
PLANT IT FORWARD  

 

In May, our Mission Committee is highlighting the valua-
ble support that PLANT IT FORWARD (PIF) provides 
to our refugee communities.  These lovely people come to 
our country displaced by war.  They have faced discrimina-
tion, persecution and poverty.  Many do not yet know the 
English language.  And in spite of all the challenges, some-
how they find the courage to persevere.  How brave they 
are. 
 

Many of these individuals have spent their lives farming 
the land with few, if any other skills for dignified employ-
ment here.  PIF bridges their farming skills with an im-
portant need of our own urban community:  fresh pro-
duce.  When I volunteered at Farmer Elizabeth’s garden, 
she told me how she couldn’t imagine not having a plot of 
land to garden.  It was at the core of who she was in her 
homeland of Rwanda.  And if you have ever gardened, you 
know how much work it can be.  But her connection to 
the land, to see the fresh herbs, the earth’s production of 
food, is an intrinsic part of who she is and what she loves.  
What a beautiful appreciation of God’s blessings. 
 

PIF supports approximately 70 active growers on leased 
plots of land.  They help the farmers learn the details of 
successful farming in Houston and assist finding markets 
to sell their produce. PIF has experienced loss of some of 
these farming leases as the result of urban development.  
And they are actively looking to purchase acreage within an 
hour of Houston so the growers may have a permanent 
home for their vital farming.   
 

So May is our month to highlight and show our support 
for this unique and wonderful organization:  Plant it For-
ward through our communion offering. A gift can be given 
securely through saintphilip.net and choosing the Com-
munion fund or by sending a check to the church office, 
with “Communion” in the memo line. 
 

To learn more about PIF visit www.plantitforward.farm.  
 

To hear more, check out The Gravy Podcast highlighting PIF.  Its 
quite good. 
Planting it Forward in Houston | Southern Foodways Alliance - 
Southern Foodways Alliance 
 

Thanks so much for your support,   
Mission Committee 

 
Enjoy a weekly share of freshly harvested, locally grown pro-
duce through our Farm Share program. Farm shares are 
available at 20+ neighborhood pickup locations, and for 
home delivery to more than 30 zip codes each week. 
https://www.plantitforward.farm/individuals 

https://giving.myamplify.io/App/Form/219febb4-f65d-458a-b253-895fac50c3c6
https://www.plantitforward.farm/
https://www.southernfoodways.org/gravy/planting-it-forward-in-houston/
https://www.southernfoodways.org/gravy/planting-it-forward-in-houston/
https://www.plantitforward.farm/individuals
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June Birthdays 

PW Birthday Offering 
On May 24, we will have a special offering for the Presby-
terian Women's Birthday Offering. You can make a dona-
tion online and choose PW Birthday or use the envelopes 
found in the Narthex. Each year, the Birthday Offering 
awards grants up to five programs. Primarily making possi-
ble capital improvement projects, the Birthday Offering 
supports domestic and international ministries, focusing on 
areas such as agricultural development, child care, commu-
nity organization, criminal justice, drug counseling, eco-
nomic justice, elderly care, employment training, homeless-
ness, literacy, violence or women’s concerns.  

 

2026 Birthday Offering Recipients: 
 

City Mission of Findlay—Findlay, OH 
Women and Children’s Crisis Shelter 

 

City Mission of Findlay empowers change by offering safe 
shelter, warm meals and hope. One of their services is 
Martha’s Home, a haven of compassion and support for 
women and children in crisis. By offering not only shelter, 
but also services and resources tailored to the needs of 
women and their families, Martha’s Home strives to break 
the cycle of homelessness. 
 

The Birthday Offering grant will support renovations at 
Martha’s Home including roof and window replacements, 
an upgraded water heater and a new air conditioning unit. 
The grant will also purchase a vehicle to provide reliable 
transportation to employment, medical appointments, re-
covery meetings, childcare and community services. PW’s 
Birthday Offering is helping Martha’s Home to maintain 
safe, comfortable living conditions at the crisis shelter and 
ensuring access to critical resources for more than 100 in-
dividuals each year. 
 

Haywood Christian Ministry—Waynesville, NC 
Rural Food Assistance Project 

 

Haywood Christian Ministry (HCM) believes that everyone 
deserves access to high-quality, healthy food. Food should-

Everyone is invited to join the Presbyterian 
Women in the Gathering Area for Birthday 

Cake after worship on Sunday, May 24. 

n’t simply be about survival but also about showing love 
through quality ingredients and thoughtful preparation. 
Their anti-hunger programs, including the Smoky Moun-
tain Harvest Hub, work to ensure that people across Hay-
wood County, North Carolina, have the food they need, 
when they need it, and where they are. 
 

The Birthday Offering grant will equip a commercial kitch-
en within HCM’s food hub, facilitating the preparation of 
food products from rescued produce. The grant will also 
cover the cost of retrofitting a decommissioned school bus 
into a mobile market to expand food access and reduce 
food waste. Together, these tools will enable Haywood 
Christian Ministries to reach underserved, rural communi-
ties and ensure that everyone has ready access to healthy, 
fresh, good food. 
 

Click here to see the promotional video on the Presbyteri-
an Women YouTube channel. 

Name Day 

Jackie Teoh 1 

Anne Wilson 2 

Rhoda Arnes 3 

Diane Lewis 3 

Dan Boston 3 

Pat Lindsay 4 

Christopher Fletcher 4 

Laney Miller 6 

AnnBeth Hernandez Gavidia 6 

Mark Taylor 8 

Deborah Unruh 8 

Sasha Arlinghaus 13 

David Castle 13 

Zoe Carlin 14 

Anne Marie Benard 17 

Sarah Victorian 17 

Sally Slick 18 

Lynn Red 18 

Carrie Pepi 18 

Tim Burgess 18 

Jenny Vestal 19 

Mary Hansen 22 

Carmen Sullivan 22 

Governor Frazier 26 

Isabella Lamy Neira 29 

Gil Kim 30 

Andrea Parada 30 

https://www.youtube.com/@PresbyterianWomen/videos
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IN OUR PRAYERS  
 

Jim, Penny, and Amelia Larkin upon the death of Jane Larkin on April 12. A memorial service is scheduled for May 9 at 11 a.m.  
 

St. Philippians and their families—Jane Malczewskyj; Nancy E. Johnson; Molly Boren; Charlotte Kibler; Laney Miller; Laurie 
Sims; Jan Meyer; Emily Estill; Joy Maguire; Bonnie Moore; David Winship; Bob Ardell; Diane Clarke; Mary Herlitz; Dick 
Nunn; Eleanor Grant; Judy Nunn; Don Padgett; Arlette Keene; Mezgebe Gebray; Tom Swan—father of  Charles Swan; 
Bill Davis—brother of Meg Scott-Johnson; Lara Bain-niece of Jo Helland; Jonathan Castro—brother of David Castro;  
Susan Everhart—niece and Lisa Marcelletti—cousin of Nancy E. Johnson;  Kathy Bailey and family–sister of Peg Palisin; 
Jo Hadley Smith—cousin of William Rowe; Katie Forbes—daughter of Marise Robbins-Forbes; Ann Perenyi – mother of 
Lad Perenyi; and Ann Perkins Cloud—cousin of Stephen Paine.  

  

Homebound—Elizabeth Arp; Beverly Baker; Carolyn Keeble; John Bobbitt; Joan Boelens; Joe Harwood; Kathryn Harwood; 
Jan Ostendorf; Joyce Randolf; Larraine Scott; Sondra Sullivan; and Mary Sinderson.  

  

Friends of St. Philippians—Christiane Richter – friend of Roderick James; Ann Swanson—friend of Deborah Unruh;  Kitty 
Manson and family; Tanya Voinche, Sidney Roach, and Joyce Freudenberg—friends of Stephen Paine; Mary Ann 
Thomas; Erin McDougal and Marianne Keeswood—friends of Kate Burkart; Carter Lindley, Tandi Porter, Audrey 
Eubank Harris, Jay Stokes & Anna Domonte, friends of Curt & Sharon Webb; Marianne Hash—friend of Jane Cooper; 
Mary Watters and Mindy Cooper-Smith—friends of Bill and Jacqueline Hamilton Taylor; Kenneth and Donna Benton—
friends of William Rowe; Patty Ryan and Tom Barnett—friends of Robin and Gary Willis; and Shirley Stubblefield—
friend of Barbara Runge.   

 

If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, please email:  deacons@saintphilip.net  
 

Prayer List is a powerful tool for bringing comfort, healing, and peace to those in need. So, let's keep it up to date 
and continue to lift up our brothers and sisters in prayer.  

If you have any comments or suggestions for the Philip-Eye, please send them to: 
 philipeye@saintphilip.net or call 713-622-4807 and ask for Lorrie. 

4807 San Felipe,  Houston, TX 77056 
Phone: 713.622.4807     Fax: 713.622.5405     www.saintphilip.net 

 

The next edition of the Philip-Eye will be available: 
 Tuesday, June 2—Deadline May 28—3:00 p.m. 

Stay connected with regular emails from the pastors until then. 

Contributions  
Pledge payments, communion gifts and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website  
(http://saintphilip.net/) or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056.    
 
To make stock contributions contact Denise Ferrell at denise@saintphilip.net. 

mailto:deacons@saintphilip.net?subject=Prayer%20Request
mailto:philipeye@saintphilip.net?subject=Philip-Eye
https://sites.google.com/mlp.org/tempsite/home
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/earth-care-congregations/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stphilip/
https://www.facebook.com/StPhilipPres?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.yelp.com/biz/st-philip-presbyterian-church-houston
https://www.instagram.com/stphiliphouston/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_4xM3_MdLakiB1AYoMcR5g/videos
http://saintphilip.net/

