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  An asterisk * in the bulletin invites all to stand. If unable to do so, please remain seated. 
  Childcare is available during worship service at the Nursery on the left side of Sanctuary. 

Please fill out the information in the RED WELCOME FOLDERS and leave the filled pages on top of folder. 
 

PRELUDE
 

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                     (Leader, People) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

And also with you.      

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES        The Volpe Family 

INTROIT                                                              

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (From Galatians 3: 27, 28; I Peter 2: 9) 

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. 
 There is no longer Jew or Greek, ... slave or free, … male or female,  
 for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts 

  of the One who called you out of darkness into God's marvelous light. 
Let us worship God. 

*HYMN No. 1                                                                         “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of grace and truth, 
In Jesus Christ you came among us, as light shining through shadows. 
We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news 
to be good. 
We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and 
hoping for less.  
We have hurried past the neighbor hurting on the other side of the road.        
Rather than share, we have buried our talents in the ground. 
Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the 
fullness of your grace and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 
O Lord, hear our prayer. 

  
[Time of silence; pouring of baptismal water signifying God’s cleansing grace.] 
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 DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS.                      From John 1: 12-16 

“…to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of human flesh…,  
but of God.  
The Word became flesh and lived among us and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth… 
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.   

The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” 
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and restored. 

*PRAISE TO GOD        “Gloria Patri”                    Hymn No. 579 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;   
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
World without end. Amen.  Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

*CHORAL RESPONSE                     “I am Loved” 

I am loved, I am loved, I can risk loving you 
For the one Who knows me best loves me most 
I am loved, you are loved. Won’t you please take my hand 
We are free to love each other. We are loved! We are loved! 

FIRST READING     II Samuel 6:12b-19          OT p. 281 

WORD TO THE CHILDREN  

 SECOND READING                  Luke 2: 8-14         NT p. 58 

 SERMON              Worship Rap       Rev. Chris Iosso         

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      From The Confession of 1967, incl. version, par 50. 
The church responds to the message of reconciliation in praise and prayer.  
In that response we commit ourselves afresh to its mission,  
we experience a deepening of faith and obedience,  
and we bear open testimony to the gospel.  
Adoration of God is acknowledgment of the Creator by the creation. 
Confession of sin is admission of every person’s guilt before God  
and of our need for God’s forgiveness.  
Thanksgiving is rejoicing in God’s goodness to all and in giving for the 
needs of others.  
Petitions and intercessions are addressed to God for the disclosure of 
God’s goodness, the healing of human ills, and deliverance from every 
form of oppression.  
The arts, especially music and architecture, contribute to the praise and 
prayer of a Christian congregation when they help us to look beyond 
ourselves to God, and to the world which is the object of God’s love. 

  



 

*HYMN NO. 264                     “When in Our Music God is Glorified” 

WORSHIP WITH TITHES AND OFFERINGS     
OFFERTORY INVITATION 

*DOXOLOGY  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”        Hymn No. 592  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.     
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

*HYMN NO. 23                                                  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

*BENEDICTION  

*CHORAL RESPONSE                                                    “The Family of God” 

I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God. 
I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood. 
Join hands together as we travel this sod. 
For we’re part of the family, the family of God 

*POSTLUDE 

 
Grace and peace to all of you in worship this morning! 

We hope you experience a warm welcome and nourishment for your spirit by word, music and prayer.   
Today in place of our usual coffee hour, we share our Church Christmas luncheon in the GYM. 

             

 

Rev. Christian Iosso, PhD, Interim Minister 
Dewey Moss, Director of Music 

The Volpe Family, Advent Candle Lighting 
Steven Volpe, Liturgist 

Linda Durning, Usher Head 

     Scan to Giving 


