
June 14, 2026 Third Sunday after Pentecost  

 

GOD’S WORD IS TRUTH 
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WELCOME 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 
to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 
God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
COMMUNION  

The Lord’s Supper will be offered to our members during the service this morning. 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that 
only members of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to speak 
with anyone who would like to commune with us in the future. 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Up. Reaching Out. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Lenin Arthanari leninarthanari@hotmail.com 602-481-0345 

Dennis Niska dennis.niska@gmail.com 630-605-8624 

Ryan Pearson ryanppearson26@gmail.com 575-430-1994 

Thom Woldahl tdahl7@gmail.com 480-819-2646  

 

WEBSITE: MyLambofGod.org 
CALENDAR: MyLambofGod.org/calendar 

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/MyLambofGod 
INSTAGRAM: @LambofGodLutheran 
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The Gathering    
 

                                                   

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

(Sung) 1. Blessed Jesus, at your Word 
 We are gathered all to hear you. 
 Let our hearts and souls be stirred 
 Now to seek and love and fear you, 
 By your teachings, sweet and holy, 
 Drawn from earth to love you solely. 

 
M: Oh, how I love your law! 
C: I meditate on it all day long. 
 
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
C: for they are ever with me. 
 
M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
C: for I meditate on your statutes. 
 
M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!  (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
 

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 
Till your Spirit breaks our night 
With the beams of truth unclouded. 
You alone to God can win us; 
You must work all good within us. 

 
M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, 
C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  (2 Timothy 

3:16,17) 
 

God’s Word Is Truth 
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M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this and all 

our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
3. Gracious Savior, good and kind, 

Light from Light, from God proceeding, 
Open now our heart and mind; 
Help us by your Spirit’s pleading. 
Hear the cry your people raises; 
Hear and bless our prayers and praises. 

 
M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who 
lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure 
you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 
 

4. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Praise to you and adoration! 
Grant that we your Word may trust, 
Confident of our salvation, 
While we here below must wander, 
Till we sing your praises yonder. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything that may be 

harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
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The Word     

 

FIRST READING: 2 Peter 1:20 - 2:3 

Peter reminds us that Scripture comes from God, not from human opinion. Because God's Word is 
trustworthy, Christians can recognize and reject false teaching. 

20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s 
own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but 
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

1But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign 
Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their 
depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers 
will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, 
and their destruction has not been sleeping. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 7:15-29 

Jesus warns against false prophets and teaches that only those who build on his words stand on a 
firm foundation. 

15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn 
bushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears 
bad fruit.18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every 
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit 
you will recognize them. 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name 
perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’ 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the 
rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 
29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: How Firm a Foundation 
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SERMON: 1 Kings 22:10-28 

10 Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were sitting on 
their thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of Samaria, with all the prophets 
prophesying before them. 11 Now Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had made iron horns and he 
declared, “This is what the Lord says: ‘With these you will gore the Arameans until they are 
destroyed.’” 

12 All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth Gilead and be 
victorious,” they said, “for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.” 

13 The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, the other prophets 
without exception are predicting success for the king. Let your word agree with theirs, and 
speak favorably.” 

14 But Micaiah said, “As surely as the Lord lives, I can tell him only what the Lord tells me.” 

15 When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or 
not?” 

“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.” 

16 The king said to him, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the 
truth in the name of the Lord?” 

17 Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd, 
and the Lord said, ‘These people have no master. Let each one go home in peace.’” 

18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you that he never prophesies anything 
good about me, but only bad?” 

19 Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on his throne 
with all the multitudes of heaven standing around him on his right and on his left. 20 And 
the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death 
there?’ 

“One suggested this, and another that. 21 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the Lord 
and said, ‘I will entice him.’ 

22 “‘By what means?’ the Lord asked. 

“‘I will go out and be a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,’ he said. 

“‘You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the Lord. ‘Go and do it.’ 

23 “So now the Lord has put a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. The 
Lord has decreed disaster for you.” 

24 Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which way did the 
spirit from the Lord go when he went from me to speak to you?” he asked. 
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25 Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go to hide in an inner room.” 

26 The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler of the 
city and to Joash the king’s son 27 and say, ‘This is what the king says: Put this fellow in prison 
and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.’” 

28 Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, the Lord has not spoken through me.” Then he 
added, “Mark my words, all you people!” 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  
  and became fully human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
 He suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
 He ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
  who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers    
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
  
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

  Holy Communion    
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 
C: Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that only members 
of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to talk with anyone who would like 
to commune with us in the future. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 
Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word, Text and Tune: public domain.  

How Firma Foundation, Text and Tune: public domain.  

Every Promise of Your Word, Keith Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com 
excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com) 

OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 

THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  

Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

GIVING TO LAMB OF GOD 
If you wish to give your offering to Lamb of God online, this QR code is provided for 
your convenience. Several types of payment are accepted on this secure site. Thank 
you for your financial gifts to assist with the ministry of Lamb of God. 

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND CARE 
If you wish to request prayer for yourself or someone else, you may fill out the 
request on the Communication Card or use this QR code. This is also a way to reach 
the Caring Committee if you need other assistance as well. 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: Every Promise of Your Word 
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CLOSING HYMN: Every Promise of Your Word 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BIBLE CLASSES 
Children's Sunday School and Sunday Bible Class will resume in August. 
 
FELLOWSHIP & FITNESS 
Join an early morning hike this Tuesday, June 16. Meet at 19th Ave. Trailhead at 5 am. Text or call 
Laura at 480-516-7364 if you are running late.   
 
ROMEOs 
Breakfast for lunch! This month’s ROMEOs (religious old men eating out) lunch will be at Snooze. 
We will meet on Tuesday, June 16 at 12:30pm. Snooze is located at 4901 E Ray Rd, Phoenix (look 
for the orange sign and umbrellas). For more information, contact Dave Hackett or just show up.  
 
FAITH & FLAVOR 
Faith & Flavor brings the Lamb of God church family together once a month for themed meals 
inspired by different cuisines and traditions. For more info contact Karen at kdahl8@gmail.com. 

 June 27 - “Backyard BBQ” hosted by the Niskas. Burgers and hot dogs will be provided. Sides, 
salads, and desserts are welcome. If you plan to attend, contact laurel.niska1@gmail.com or 
630-605-8624. 

 July 18 -  “Summer Salads” hosted by the Youngs 
 
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 
This Saturday, June 20, from noon to 2pm, a group will meet at Feed My Starving Children, 1100 
W. Grove Parkway, Tempe, 85283. We will pack meals of vitamins, vegetables, soy and rice into 
bags and boxes that are then shipped globally. Please contact Sarah Gulden, 602-501-5906, if you 
have any questions. 
 
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES at LAMB OF GOD 
Be sure to look over the poster showing opportunities to serve our congregation. Decide where 
you can become involved.  


