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The deadline for the next issue of the Herald is Tuesday, October 13" Information can be
mailed to the church, or emailed to media@waterloofirst.org. Please clearly mark the item
for the Herald or the bulletin.

After the Feast, a Question: Who Are We?
Dear Waterloo First,

On September 20, we celebrated our 180th Anniversary
Homecoming together. Familiar faces came home after many
years. The sanctuary was full of song. We shared the Lord's table
together. That day | saw again that 180 years is not a number. It is
people. To everyone who prepared this feast with your prayers,
your hands, and your feet, thank you from the bottom of my heart.

When the feast is over, one question remains. Who are we?
Throughout September, under the theme "We Are the Waterloo
First," we looked back at this church's yesterday, today, and tomorrow. In October, we take
one more step and ask: What does it mean to live as a United Methodist? The series for
the first two Sundays is called "Unity and Practice." Unity in Christ, and holiness lived out
in the world. These are two convictions at the heart of who United Methodists are.

October 4 is World Communion Sunday. The sermon title is "One Table, One Body." At
that very hour, churches all around the world will gather at the same table, each in their
own language. Paul wrote, "Since there is one loaf of bread, we who are many are one
body." The host of this table is not us. It is Christ. Because he is the one who invites, we
open this table to everyone. For a congregation that worships in English, Haitian Creole,
German, Spanish, and Korean, every Sunday is a small World Communion Sunday. Our
languages differ, but the bread is one and the cup is one.

On October 11, the title is "To the Least of These." John Wesley said, "There is no
holiness but social holiness." Holiness does not end in the prayer closet. In Matthew 25,
Jesus meets us among the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, those without clothing, the
sick, and the imprisoned. And he tells us that whatever we did for them, we did for him.
Wesley's three simple rules show us the way. Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with
God. That Sunday, we will choose together one concrete thing to practice during the
week.

On October 18 and 25, a special two-week series follows: "Red vs. Blue: In This Season,
God Is Not Neutral." | know the title is a little provocative. It does not mean God belongs to
a political party. And no one will be told from this pulpit how to vote. But God is never
neutral about justice, mercy, and truth, or about the lives of the least of these. In 1774,
Wesley gave three pieces of advice to the Methodists who were about to vote. Vote,
without fee or reward, for the person you judge most worthy. Speak no evil of the person
you voted against. And take care that your spirit is not sharpened against those who voted
on the other side. Election season is where unity and practice meet their hardest test. As
November 3 approaches, | want us to ask together how Christians walk through a season
like this.

And after worship on October 18, we will hold the first Chili and Soup Competition in our
church's history. That day is also Stewardship Sunday. In a season when the whole
country divides into red and blue, we will gather around one pot. | believe that is one of
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the best sermons a church can preach to the world. Bring your proudest recipe. Or just bring an empty bowl. Either way,
you are welcome.

| pray that October will be a month when we become one at one table, meet the Lord among the least of these, and stand
in love in the middle of a divided world. A church that loves boldly, serves joyfully, and leads courageously. | am grateful to
walk that road with you.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Hojin
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Waterloo First UMC

August Attendance and Offering

Week 08/02/26 |08/09/26| 08/16/26 | 08/22/26 | 08/30/26
Attendance* 58 61 75 88 70
Pledge** [$19,102.43$1,391.75[ $1,132 $4,025 | $9,312.66 October Ushers
Capital $183 $50 0 $20 0
Miscellaneous| $61.75 $15 $60 | $210.50 $57 Howard Craven,
*Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook, www.waterloofirst.org, Roberta Craven,
and in-person worship. .
**Stock Donations — If you are donating stock to the church, please contact Corinne Jordan,
Kris at admin@waterloofirst.org or call the office to speak with her.She will Phil Miller

make certain this donation is credited correctly to your account.
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THANK YOU.

for Our B
30" Anniversary

Lrear Waterloo First,

Oin September 20, we gathered to celebrate 180 vears of ministry. First, we give
thanks and praise to God, who has been with us, guided us, and blessed us for
180 yvears.

|.||:l.*-l.|.;.ﬂ"h. the historical |::-|'.I:Il..--- IJ.'hi'I.'I'-'l\_'l\_' throwghout our church, we rermemberned
the faithiul people who began worshiping here so long ago. [ believe many of us

also Felt that their story is st 1l ours to CAITY'

I'hank you to everyone who worked so hard to make this day possible. For the past
vear, you praved, planned, and prepared. You gathered materials, sorted and
|'.":'\1"|1'.H:! il them -:1:-«;'-|::|1| o exhibits, sevwed :'I-::‘.I'i.':-!.; bakied bread. and cleaned,
painted, and polished every corner of this church, As one beam, yvou served quietly
everywhere, truly evervwhere, rom the moment people walked in until the moment
they walked cut. None of this would have happened without you

Thank you also to those who made our worship rich and full. To our Chancel Choir
and Golden Bell, the finest in lowa. To Bishop Kennetha Bigham-Tsal, who sent a
video greeting. To Rev. Scott Kober, who brought the sermon. To Rev. Charles
Downing and Rev, Mate Nims who blessed us. And to Mayor Dave Boesen, who

stayed with us to the end despite a busy achedule.

| i:|.|||:._ Lthank YO LD EVEryone whi came. Some ol WO have k:-'__'-l this church Bi lill!_'
for decades. Some came back after a long time away. Some walked through our
doors for the firgt tme, Becaiize WLl Were I"n*r-:-_--l:l '-'-i"'h]ll_;l was allve, | ach one o
you is part of the 180 years that came before, and part of what carries Waterloo First
forward

Let us keep walking together. May God bless each one of vou.
With gratitude and love,

WATERLOO FIRST

UNITED METHDDIST CHURCH

YE BLFLIPLY =  SERY
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OCTOBER 2026 THE HERALD



g
P
e

et O

B

PAGE

WATERLOO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

United Women in Faith- October Bible
Verse: James 5:16 (NIV) “Therefore
confess your sins to each other so that you may
be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is
powerful and effective.”

Thursday, October 8
Sarah Circle: 6;30 pm
Hostess: Arlene Wright
Co-hostess: Kris Stewart
Devotions: Arlene Wright

Program: Arlene Wright

United Methodist Men

The United Methodist Men will Meet on
Saturday, October 17"at 8 am

Join the men at HyVee on Ansborough Ave.
for food and fellowship

Fellowship & Coffee Time at Friendship
Village with Pastor Hojin
Thursday, October 22" at 10:00 am

Sunday School Classes- 10:45 am

Searchers- Fireside Room

Genesis- Wesley Room

Children- Lynn Kloberdanz & Susie Karns
Room 108

Youth- Melissa Warren Room 111

Amplify Media

Use Amplify to plan your devotionals and Small
Group lessons:

Use the code BXWDJR to sign up and start
exploring Amplify Media for your personal bible
study and or small group study. Contact Sally at
media@waterloofirst.org if you need help.

Volunteer at the NE lowa Food Bank
Tuesday, October 2" at 2:00 pm

Contact Donna Brown if you're interested in
serving.

9

L2

4 OCTOBER 2026

Thank you for signing up to serve fellowship!
October 4- Sue Carver & the Cravens
October 11— Birthday/ Anniversary/ Sarah
Circle & the Genesis Class

October 18- Chili Cook/Soup Cook Off
October 25— Youth

Sign up for 2026 Sundays today! If no one
signs up, there might not be any coffee.

Pew Cleaners- Thank you, Donna Brown for
signing up to clean the pews in October! Sign
up for your month on the bulletin board in
VonLackum lounge

Scrip Cards for Every Day Life!

Use Scrip cards everyday....at the gas station,
the grocery store, when you buy coffee, or go
out to eat! A percentage of each card comes
back to the United Women of Faith and we use
that money for the church.

Ask Kris Stewart during fellowship what’s in
stock and how to order the cards you want.
Add $1 to each card for shipping expenses.

GIVING

Leave your checkbook and cash at home.
You can now give through our web site on a
secure page. Use this for special offerings or
your regular pledge.

Use the QR code to connect.

You can be certain that the link is secure and

your information is confidential.

Thank you!

Thank you all who sent cards, prayers,
and visited me after my recent bilateral
knee replacements! It meant so much to
know you’re thinking of me.

This is a marathon, not a sprint. So,
although | am assured my progress is
good, | will be walking funny for a while
until my muscles get over being moved
aside for the new knees. They also still
hurt a bit, but it's not the pain | had before
the surgery. | am looking forward to being
pain free soon! Sally Thurman
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C’.OOR-OF F

J CHILI & SOUP COOK-OFF! @ ¥
Sunday, October 18 * After Worship

It’s time to warm up, fill our bowls, and find out who makes the best soup or chili at WFUMC! 4
Bring your favorite homemade soup or chili and let us be the judge! Whether it’s your famous family recipe
, your secret chili concoction, or simply the soup you make when you need a big ol’ bowl of comfort—we
want to taste it!

We’ll supply the bread. You supply the deliciousness! S

Come hungry, bring your favorite recipe, and be ready for some good food, a little friendly competition, and lots of
fellowship.

Who will take home bragging rights as our Soup or Chili Champion? &

We'll see you after worship on Sunday, October 18!

HAPPY
&

Phil Miller Larry McCollom

will celebrate his 90" birthday will celebrate his 90" birthday on October 3.
on Saturday, October 10%
with an open house at the church.
You are invited to stop by for refreshments and
conversation between 2:00—5:00 PM. 548 Beverly Hills St.

You are invited to send him a card
to help him celebrate.

Waterloo, IA 50701-2057
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Take A Look Backward to See the Way Forward
John Wm. Roberts, ED.D.

As the music year has begun, I've asked myself where the ministry of church music will
venture unless we understand from whence it has evolved? There seems, with many
church music ministries, the emphasis is placed on ‘entertainment’ rather than
‘inspiration’; ‘showmanship’ rather than ‘discipleship’; and ‘exciting’ rather than
‘teaching.” The music ministry of any congregation should teach and inspire its
congregants toward discipleship through the efficacy of the music presented. This is not
to denigrate the glorious music being composed and sung in most congregations;
however, the message in the words must be the most important factor of the music
rendered. Do we, as church musicians, ask ourselves: “What is the ultimate message of
the lyrics?” “What is the biblical foundation for these lyrics?” “Are we, through this music,
reaching every member of the congregation or are we succumbing to our musical
biases?” “Do we take the time/effort to appreciate the past in order to understand the
roots of the music we are presenting?” In many cases, the answer would be - No!

Looking back doesn’t mean forgetting; it's a blueprint for continuing to march forward to higher, stronger, and spiritually
grounded in all future efforts. It is the job of the music ministry to train/teach, not only members of the church’s choirs,
ensembles, chorales, etc., but educate the members of the congregation to the foundations of the song, i.e., the lyricists,
composers, life events which may have inspired such soulful and meaningful lyrics and music. There are countless hymns
and traditional gospel selections which, throughout the years, been deleted from the repertoires of church music
ministries, i.e., “On the Jericho Road,” “God is So Good to Me,” “Beneath the Cross of Jesus,” “In the Upper Room,” “My
Lord, I'm On My Journey,” to name a few. Have spirituals, hymns and traditional gospel become musical genres which
have lost status within the music ministries of congregations? Are those who can highlight line-a-hymn during the music
year? Granted, hymns such as “I'll Fly Away,” “Blessed Assurance,” “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross,” “What A
Fellowship,” “What A Friend We Have in Jesus,” “Pass Me Not,” and others are pulled out for special occasion, i.e.,
funerals/home-going celebrations, church homecoming celebrations and communion; however, exposure to a majority of
the hymnal, if still used within music ministries, and re-introduction of traditional gospel and spirituals is not the norm. Why
are there hymnals in the church pews if not used? Have music departments become vehicles for the popular music of the
day? These are several questions those of us who have the responsibility of delivering quality music for our congregations
must ask ourselves.

Are we yielding to the trends or just giving up? What can we do to make the directional change? The answer is simple..
.applaud our gifts, enhance our shortcomings through adaptation which may include some ‘trendy’ music in worship which
is inclusive in some non-denominational worship experiences. This does not mean the total exclusion of the foundational
roots of the worship music tradition; however, it does acknowledge the potential enhancement of the worship experience
as we include some of the less traditional music.

As I've said in several circumstances: “We’re not changing the wheel, we’re just, in some instances, putting some new
hub caps on the same wheel.” The message is the same but the delivery may be a bit different and for a multi-
generational congregation, a bit more relevant.
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Excerpts from the
ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM MEETING REPORTS
October 22, 2026

No meeting was held if February. This is the reports from the committees.

Pastor’s Report
Worship July through September
e July- completed Faith in Film series which included a Wednesday night movie which corresponded to Sunday’s
sermon -
e August- Walked through Genesis and Exodus theme “From the Broken Place”
o September — “We Are the Waterloo First” look at the past, present and future as a congregation
Pastoral Care
o Celebrated the life of Mark Opheim and continue to care for his family
e Pray and walk alongside our Haitian neighbors
Youth — Traveled to Colorado from August 10-15. Thank you to all who made that possible.
Connectional — Pastor Hojin attended the North Central Jurisdiction Korean Pastors’ Association in Chicago. Thank you
to Pastor Pam for covering the pulpit from July 13-16.
Looking Ahead
e First Sunday after the homecoming will look toward the future
¢ Five will attend the Leadership Institute at Church of the Resurrection in Kansas from September 29 through
October 2
e October 4™ is World Communion Sunday. ” On the Mountain” series begins.
e Pastor Hojin to attend the UMC Korean Pastors Convocation in San Francisco October 5-8".
e Last two Sundays in October feature “Red vs Blue” to focus on faith and public life drawing on Wesley and Social
Principles.
¢ November starts the stewardship series on “All is Grace”. Rev Ron Carlson, the Conference Treasurer and a
previous District Superintendent will preach on November 15th.
e Advent starts at the end of November.

Finance — Financial reports were emailed for review.

¢ WFUMC is changing accounting firms from Creative Planning to Ruzicka & Associates. Ruzicka is a smaller, local
(LaPorte City) firm that is familiar with church accounting and should be very accessible and responsive to our
needs.

e Stewardship Sunday is scheduled for October 18.

Foundation

Through the month of August, the foundation paid $57,789.92 of the church bills. Those bills were for church
property and office expenses. We are grateful that the Foundation is able to help with these expenses. The current
balance is $603,784.70.

180" Celebration — September 20, 2026

o District Superintendent, Rev. Scott Kober will preach with a message from Bishop Bigham-Tsai

e  Will recognize two former Pastors (Charlie Downing, Nate Nims), long-time members, share Communion,
celebration refrigerator magnets and car window clings will be included in the bulletin, and enjoy a luncheon after
the service.

e Aspecial offering goes to the We Help Others (WHO) fund

o Time Capsule will be on display, thank you to Reed Craft for making it. Several items/ documents are being
collected to place in it.
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e Continue to look for an adult door monitor from around 915 to 1100 during the service as the doors will be locked.
The individual with be compensated $25.
e ATV in Von Lackum lounge is up and running with historical photos.
e Encourage anyone able to help decorate the church on Saturday
e Thank you to all who have planned, scanned photos, cleaned, and invited guests, and helped in any way to make
this celebration special.
CAT Survey -
e Four area churches are participating. Thank you to those who completed the survey.
¢ Next meeting is September 24, 2026, at WFUMC
Banner — The Northeast lowa District has received a grant to create a banner that states: Love God, Love Neighbor,
VOTE. Churches can request $100 to use to defray the cost of making a banner. Discussion was held if there was
interest in placing a banner outside encouraging people to vote on election day. It could be used multiple years. A motion
to apply for the grant, and if funding is still available have a banner made was seconded and passed (Corinne Jordan/
Gary Brown).

Matthew 25 —
Food Nook

Households served since last report:

Date # of Households  # of pounds of food
9-3 19 474
9-10 26 620

9-12 (Saturday) 5 131

Totals 50 1225

There has been little fresh produce this summer. Please share any extra produce you have. There have been extra
bakery items from the Ansborough Hy-Vee which have been shared with the House of Hope.

Habitat Women's Build — On Tuesday (July 21) from 8:30 - 3:30 p.m. A small team of four put siding on the house.
lowa Heartland Habitat for Humanity (HHH) — WFUMC was selected as the local recipient from the HHH quarter income.
A check for $1,000 was deposited into Matthew 25’s general account for future use in local missions.

Sites and Bites — This year’s tour included the HomeLab which is a hands-on-space designed to help people learn how
to care for their home. Classes in the basics of plumbing, exterior upkeep, door and window adjustments, floor care, light
fixture maintenance, and kitchen appliance care are offered. There are also 5 spaces for meetings, workshops, or small
gatherings.

Job Foundation — A reminder was sent regarding donating items for the middle schoolers to spend at the Job Store.
Donations of hair accessories, sports equipment, or anything a middle school student might enjoy can be dropped off at
the church office. Deadline this quarter is October 14™. For the group’s 20" Anniversary, the board has decided to
rename the organization. The name will be revealed at a breakfast on September 24, 2026.

Church Row Neighborhood National Night Out — It was held at Washington Park on August 4". WFUMC furnished
cookies, a watermelon, and craft activities. The Waterloo Mayor and Police Chief were there to promote the evening'’s
message of building relationships.

Partners in Education — Irving Elementary — WFUMC donated money for school supplies.

World Grace Project — An anonymous Haitian community survey was conducted and revealed that 84% said they could
not afford an immigration attorney with 72% not always having enough food. The full report is published online. The
World Grace Team has started a YouTube weekly news summary called “Good Neighbors Weekly News”.

Memorials - Sally Thurman purchased two (2) new microphone headsets for use during worship. The total cost was
$1,129.92. There was $724.47 from earlier donations and requested $405.45 from memorials. The memorial funds used
were:

Carol Pierce - $25.00 and Larry Dodge - $380.45.

Nominations and Leadership Development - Presentation of the 2027 Leadership Team was reviewed. A motion was

made and seconded to accept the submitted Leadership Team document (Sam Anderson/Lois Miller). This will be
submitted at the charge conference.
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SPRC - The Committee met 9/15 to review the 2026 Pastoral Support Form and informed the district that WFUMC would
like Pastor Hojin Shin to continue leading our church. Documents will be presented to the finance committee and
submitted to the charge conference.

Continue to search for an organist.

Technology - New personal mics have been purchased and adjustments are being made to the bass/treble levels for
better understanding. There continue to be many complaints about not being able to hear. The system was recently
rebalanced. Education to hold the microphone directly in front of the mouth is needed. A substantial amount of money
was paid to upgrade the sound system, and it is time to have the company come on site on a Sunday to determine why
there continues to be issues. Pam Arndorfer will talk with Sally Thurman and the technology committee.

Trustees -
¢ Reviewing bids on replacing the furnace and A/C unit at the parsonage.
e The walls were painted in the Von Lackum Lounge area and up the stairs and ramp entrance.
e Reviewing bids for snow removal for 2026 and 2027.
e Trees have been removed

Worship Committee

9/20: 180" Celebration with Communion

10/4:  World Communion Sunday

10/18: Soup Competition Sunday and Stewardship Sunday

United Women in Faith —
e Eleven women met for dinner at Table 1912 on September 10
e Waterloo First will host the NE lowa District meeting for UW Faith on September 26.

Next Meeting is scheduled for 10/15//26 at 6:00 pm.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 pm. (Lois Miller/Sam Anderson)

Respectfully Submitted,
Arlene Wright Recording Secretary
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S MVERSARIES
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3- Larry McCollom 28- Kristin Stewart

4- Barb Fleshner

8- Lee Stonewall 3- Kathy & Rick McFarland 28

10- Phil Miller 12- Jay Dobes & Sarah Clark-Dobes 7

12- Sharon Miller 18- Cole & Krystal Weber 1

13- Sarah Clark Dobes 24- Curt & Pam Tallman 28
Robert Class 29- Al & Marcia Smith 55

Mark Durbahn
14- Vicky Bjortmot
Jeanne Hackbarth
15- Toni Brown
Julie Johnson

Douglas Stanford o
Elfoweertd
17- Kervenjy lliome Predelus

25- Henry Loerzel
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Sunv

Mo

Tues

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Ak
W),

| g
A

1

Office Closed

9:00 am- Getting Ahead
Interviews

9:30 am— Food Nook
4:15 pm- Partners in
Education at Irving
Elementary

7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

L

4

930 am— Worship/
Communion

10:30 am— Fellowship
10:45 am- Sunday
School

12:00 pm- Church Row
Coalition Mtg.

4:00 pm- Bell Canto
Practice

5

4:00 pm- Getting
Ahead

6

9:00 am- Staff Mtg.
10:00 am— Church Row
Prayer Walk & Coffee

l9:00 am— Worship on
Waterloo Public Access

17

5:4,5 pm- Bell Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 pm- Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

8

9:30 am— Food Nook

4:00 pm- Getting
Ahead

6:30 pm- Sarah Circle
at Arlene Wright's

9

[7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

10

0:00 am- Food Nook

2:00 pm- Phil Miler
birthday

11

9:30 am— Worship
10:30 am-— Fellowship
10:45 am- Sunday
School

12:00 pm- Lunch at Le
Christopher's at Jubilee
UMC

12

4:00pm- Getting
IAhead
6:00 pm- Trustees Mtg.

13
Herald Deadline

10:00 am- Church Row
Prayer Walk &
Coffee

12:00 pm—Team
\Waterloo First Mtg

14

9:00 am— Worship on
aterloo Public
IAccess 17

[10:00 am- Church Row
Structural & Safety
[Team

5:4,5 pm- Bell Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 pm- Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

15

9:30 am— Food Nook

4:00pm- Getting
IAhead/ Staying Ahead

6:00 pm—Ad Team

16

[7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

[8:00 am— UMM
9:30 am— Church

Row Neighborhood
IAssoc. Mtg

18

9:30 am— Worship
10:30 am-Chili/Soup
Cook-Off

19

4:00pm- Getting
Ahead

20

10:00 am- Church Row
Prayer Walk &
Coffee

21

9:00 am— Worship on
aterloo Public

IAccess 17

5:4,5 pm- Bell Choir

Rehearsal

7:00 pm- Chancel Choir

Rehearsal

22

9:30 am— Food Nook
9:30 am— Herald
Assembly

10:00 am- Fellowship
at Friendship Village

4:00pm- Getting
IAhead.

23

7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

24

25

9:30 am— Worship
10:30 am-Fellowship
11:00 am- Trunk or
Treat

26

4:00pm- Getting
Ahead

2

10:Z am- Church Row

Prayer Walk & Coffee

12:00 pm—Team
aterloo First Mtg

2:00 pm- Volunteer at

the NE lowa Food Bank

28

9:00 am- Worship on
aterloo Public

IAccess 17

5:4.5 pm- Bell Choir

Rehearsal

[7:00 pm- Chancel Choir

Rehearsal

29
9:30 am— Food Nook

4:00 pm- Getting
Ahead

OCTOBER 2026

30

[7:00 pm- Worship on
aterloo Public Access
17

31
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