
 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving & Lord’s Prayer (using “sins” & “those who sin against us”) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; lead 
us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 Words of Institution 

 Communion (Please come forward to be served.) 

 Prayer after Communion 

Sending 

* Hymn, No. 150 As with Gladness Men of Old DIX 

* Charge and Benediction  

* Response Go, Tell It on the Mountain Choir 

* Extinguishing the Candles, taking forth the Light of Christ 

* Postlude  He is Born arr. by Mark Hayes 

* Congregation will please stand 

Bold   Congregation will please respond 
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The Magi were overwhelmed with joy, because they realized, they recognized, 
that they had arrived at the place where they were meant to be, the place where 
they were most themselves, the place where they could say that they were at 
home. They had arrived at the place where the divine and the human meet. 
They had arrived at the place where heaven and earth come together. 
 – Mark Sargent 

 

Gathering 

* Hymn Emmanuel Michael W. Smith 

Emmanuel. Emmanuel. Emmanuel. Emmanuel. Wonderful, Counselor. Lord 
of life, Lord of all. He is the Prince of Peace, Mighty God, Holy One. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. (repeat) 

Emmanuel. Emmanuel. Emmanuel. Emmanuel. Wonderful, Counselor. Lord 
of life, Lord of all. He is the Prince of Peace, Mighty God, Holy One. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, Emmanuel, Emmanuel! 

* Bringing in the Light of Christ 

 Welcome and Prayer Concerns 



 Call to Worship Away in a Manger arr. by Wilbur Held 

 Time of Quiet Prayer and Prayer of Blessing 

 Hymn, No. 139  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly W ZLOBIE LEZY 

 Confession 
The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 
because their deeds were evil. Let us confess our sin to God. 

God of love and compassion, you have come into the world and yet we 
have not recognized you. Forgive our lack of insight and open our eyes 
to see you here and now, that we may receive your grace through Jesus 
our Christ. Amen. 

Time for Silent Confession 

God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we walk in the light as he 
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
Thanks be to God. 

* Response, No. 705 Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX 

Proclaiming 

 Children’s Time  

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 (pg. 676, Pew Bible) 

 Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12 (pg. 1065, Pew Bible) 

 Anthem Bethlehem, O Bethlehem arr. by Lloyd Larson 
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, where a mother laid her 
baby in a manger for His bed. Mary was the mother mild, Jesus Christ her little 
Child. Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed. He came down to 
earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, and His shelter was a stable, 
and His cradle was a stall. With the poor, the meek and lowly, lived on earth 
our Savior holy. He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of 

all. Bethlehem, O Bethlehem, humble town of royal birth, from you has come 
the King Messiah, gift of God to heav’n and earth. O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go 
by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; the hopes and fears of 
all the years are met in thee tonight. Bethlehem, O Bethlehem, humble town of 
royal birth, from you has come the King Messiah, gift of God to heav’n and 
earth. 

 Gospel  Matthew 2:1-12 (pg. 877, Pew Bible) 

 Sermon Exchanging Gifts Rev. Kip J. Rush 

 Invitation to Discipleship 

* Hymn, No. 131 In the Bleak Midwinter CRANHAM 

* Affirmation of Faith  from Iona Community 
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and 
moon, of water and earth, of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, born of 
a woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. 
A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. 
He descended into the earth to the place of death. 
On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, and his kingdom 
will come on earth. 

We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-
giving breath of the church, Spirit of healing and forgiveness, source of 
resurrection and eternal life. Amen. 

Responding 

 Silent Prayers and Prayer of Intercession 

 Offertory Sentence 

 Offertory Angels We Have Heard on High arr. by Christopher Uehlin 

* Response, No. 706 Praise God from Whom All Blessings SUSSEX CAROL 



JANUARY 4, 2026 

10:45 am Worship Service 

 Nursery/Wee Worship Care: Childcare Solutions         

Childcare is available during our worship service for all children through kindergarten.       

   Today at 3:00 pm, we will be hosting an organ concert, featuring guest organist Brenda 
Johnson and our own Amity Marsh. This special event will showcase the remarkable range of 
the organ from powerful, majestic passages to gentle, prayerful melodies that speak to the heart. 
Whether you are a devoted lover of sacred music or simply looking for a meaningful and beauti-
ful way to spend the afternoon, this concert promises to be both inspiring and memorable. You 
won’t want to miss it! There will be a reception immediately following. 

   Can You Dig It? Are you dig'n a farm-to-table feast? Then join our Diggers’ table for delec-
table vittles and lively mustard-seed discussion sure to nourish your body and soul. We’ll gather 
Saturday, January 24 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm (location TBD). We are dig'n you joining us, 
and we promise you'll dig it too. Hosts are Donna Kirby and Anita Tilley. Please see one of the 
hosts if you are interested.  

   Our next CPWM meeting will be Tuesday, January 27 at 10:30 am. We will be meeting in the 
Fellowship Hall to prepare products so young women in third-world countries can attend school. 
We will be eating together here, so bring a lunch.  

   Brenthaven Church is hosting a one-day winter Vacation Bible School event with a Winter 
Olympics theme. This event will take place on Saturday, January 31 from 10:00 am–3:00 pm. 
Look for registration information to come.  

PRAYER CONCERNS 
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UPCOMING   EVENTS 

    SUN., JAN. 4   9:30 AM Sunday School  
         10:45 AM Worship Service  
   3:00 PM Organ Concert (Sanctuary) 

  MON., JAN. 5   10:00 AM Young @ Heart (Adult Library) 

  WED., JAN. 7   6:30 PM Choir Practice (Choir Room) 

THURS., JAN 8   11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) 

  SUN., JAN. 11   9:30 AM Sunday School  
         10:45 AM Worship Service   

   5:00 PM Youth ROCKS (Youth Room) 


