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DEFINITION



HOW WOULD YOU DEFINE 

THE PROSPERITY GOSPEL?
Also known as: 

Word of Faith, Name it and Claim it,
Health, Wealth and Prosperity Gospel, 

Positive Confession, Faith-Formula



DEFINITION
At the heart of the Word of Faith movement is the belief in the "force 
of faith." 

It is believed words can be used to manipulate the faith-force, and 
thus actually create what they believe Scripture promises (health 
and wealth). Laws supposedly governing the faith-force are said to 
operate independently of God’s sovereign will and that God Himself 
is subject to these laws. 

This is nothing short of idolatry, turning our faith—and by 
extension ourselves—into god.



DEFINITION
It claims that God created human beings in His literal, physical 
image as little gods. Before the fall, humans had the potential to call 
things into existence by using the faith-force. After the fall, humans 
took on Satan’s nature and lost the ability to call things into 
existence. 

To correct this situation, Jesus Christ gave up His divinity and 
became a man, died spiritually, took Satan’s nature upon Himself, 
went to hell, was born again, and rose from the dead with God’s 
nature. After this, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to replicate the 
Incarnation in believers so they could become little gods as God 
had originally intended.



DEFINITION
Following the natural progression of these teachings, as 
“little gods” we again have the ability to manipulate the 
faith-force and become prosperous in all areas of life. We 
are like God. Illness, sin, and failure are the result of a lack 
of faith and are fixed by confession—claiming God’s 
promises for oneself into existence. 

Simply put, the Word of Faith movement exalts man to 
god-status and reduces God to man-status.



SIMPLE DEFINITION

PROSPERITY GOSPEL OR WOF:

A gospel that teaches that God will bless 
individuals who exercise true faith; the 
output is attaining physical healing, material 
possessions and abundant prosperity in this 
life. 



HISTORY



HISTORY
• Founder/Founding date:  More of a movement rather than an organized group, there is no 1 

founder or founding date, per se. The philosophical roots extend to Gnosticism. 

• E.W. Kenyon (1860-1948) was perhaps the earliest modern exponent to blend the 
movement’s eastern mystical and New Age elements with Christian teaching. Beginning as a 
Methodist, he became quite ecumenical, associating with the Baptists. Some of his work even 
resulted in the founding of a few Primitive Baptist Churches. Late in life, Kenyon moved into 
Pentecostalism. At the same time, he combined elements of the metaphysical cults, such as 
Christian Science, New Thought theology, and Unity School of Christianity.

• Official Publications: No official publication or beliefs. However, two prominent publications are 
Kenneth Copeland’s “Believer’s Voice of Victory” and Kenneth Hagin’s “The Word of 
Faith” magazines. There are a lot of books, newsletters, pamphlets by various authors Hagin, 
Kenyon, Copeland, Capps, Price, Meyer, etc.

• Organizational Structure: Has no key universally acknowledged leader or central headquarters. 
The teachers of the movement all have their own churches and followings.



MODERN-DAY HISTORY
• Became more of a every-day teaching in the 1950’S as a post-World War II 

Pentecostal movement through Oral Roberts, an American televangelist. Oral 
Roberts (and the other men) learned many of his teachings from E.W. Kenyon. 

• Was carried forward by Jim Bakker, Jimmy Swaggart, Kenneth Haggin and Kenneth 
Copeland.

E.W. KENYON ORAL ROBERTS JIM BAKKER JIMMY SWAGGART KENNETH HAGGIN



KEY TEACHINGS
OF

WORD OF FAITH



KEY TEACHINGS – 4 MAIN BELIEFS

1. Jesus purchased ALL the benefits of salvation for THIS life. Jesus 
purchased complete physical healing for His people in this life 
through his death on the cross. By perverting the teaching of Isaiah 
53:5 and John 10:10, prosperity gospel preachers assert that Jesus 
died to take away every sickness in this life and to atone for the “sin” 
of financial poverty.

2. A present-day inheritance. In the Abrahamic covenant, God 
promised a vast material and financial inheritance for believers in this 
life. If a person believes in Jesus, he will inherit great possessions and 
tangible blessings in this life.



KEY TEACHINGS – 4 MAIN BELIEFS

3. Give to get. Prosperity gospel preachers teach their followers that the way to 
gain riches is to give more money to the Kingdom, especially by giving to their 
churches and ministries. The quantity of material and financial prosperity one 
expects to gain is in proportion to what one gives. “Sow a seed and get back a 
double portion.”

4. Name it and claim it. If someone exercises enough faith, they will no longer have 
to be subject to the crippling effects of sickness and disease. If individuals 
continue to suffer afflictions or poverty, it is due to their lack of personal faith. 
Through faithful and empowering prayer, they claim that they will receive a thing 
and depending on the amount of faith, they will receive. When praying in faith, 
one compels God to make one prosperous, particularly when we declare that we 
already possess the desired blessing. Likewise, some teachers discourage their 
followers from speaking negative words, for it will bring negative things into 
being.



KEY TEACHINGS
Does this sound familiar to any of the past Apologetics studies we’ve done? 

• New Age teaches the Law of Attraction which is exactly what these Word of Faith/Prosperity 
teachers teach, but with Christianity tied in.  (Thanks to E.W. Kenyon)

• Something we have not talked about yet, but bleeds over into this movement. 
A key teaching in Hinduism and New Age is Kundalini Yoga – called the Kundalini 
Awakening.  Signs of Kundalini Awakening || Kundalini Yoga || Swami Sivananda – YouTube

• Examples of the similarities: Kundalini Manifestations in the Church Compared to the 
Occult

• “Impartation” from “Christian” prosperity teacher, Heidi Baker, at Bethel Church (Bill 
Johnson) in Redding, California. Heidi Baker @Bethel Redding

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xdti5zjmQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kD3g5rg0CqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kD3g5rg0CqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQHsgY5EzVc


WHY DO PEOPLE BELIEVE THIS FALSE GOSPEL?

• The false teachers of the prosperity gospel target their hearers’ 
desires for provision, position, and power. Instead of focusing on 
Christ, eternity, and the glory of God, they place an emphasis on 
living one’s “best life now.” 

• This “version” of Christianity is what exists as the face of Christianity 
in many third world countries. Many people in the economically 
depressed communities and in third world countries follow this 
teaching because it holds out promises of social empowerment and 
deliverance from extreme poverty and disease.

• Others followed the teaching because it justifies greed.



WHY DO PEOPLE BELIEVE THIS FALSE GOSPEL?

• It’s easy to be convinced the Bible says something, when you don’t 
understand and study it for yourself. 

• Some people are sadly too trusting and easily convinced of certain 
beliefs when scripture is used (out of context.) These false teachers 
then take advantage of the poor, sick and hopeless. 

• Part of Satan’s attack to disguise the gospel as something it’s not; 
many people are blinded by the falseness of these teachings. 



EXAMPLES



EXAMPLES
• Kenneth Copeland: "The Kenneth Copeland Wheelchair Disaster of 2021" (That You're Supposed to Ignore)

• Todd White: Todd White Exposed-Fake Leg Lengthening Trick!

• Benny Hinn: Just in the past year: Benny Hinn's New Doomsday Scam?

• Joel Osteen: Joel Osteen Says Jesus Christ is Not the Only Way

• Joyce Meyer: https://youtu.be/NlrvhpQb-EI?si=PNLYN3LflrDgXzb2&t=210
https://youtu.be/imluDBBvTaQ?si=8WdcadBk-D7dSRUl&t=2664 - Joyce Meyer Manifesto

• TD Jakes: (also teaches Modalism) https://youtu.be/OWgUiG__bEs?si=l38FPSGVhUGiz8XF&t=137

• Jessie Duplantis: https://youtu.be/5BPhj-MGRnc?si=STlX9dQfrn5F3wiQ&t=71 - Jesse Duplantis Brags About Big 
House - Jesse Duplantis MAKES UP Reasons To Buy $54 Million Private Jet

• Bill Johnson: https://youtu.be/cY5PpOentJY?si=wSWp4FmbNoSCMbxF&t=525  #wakeupolive In 2019, a Bethel 
church members 2-year-old suddenly passed away and Bethel church decreed and declared that she be 
resurrected from the dead. OLIVE, COME OUT OF THAT GRAVE || ANDREW HEILIGENTHAL || #WAKEUPOLIVE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwoBUl_Jbts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuyWgFb0p4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDp4mFyLV_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwL1DThtxYg
https://youtu.be/NlrvhpQb-EI?si=PNLYN3LflrDgXzb2&t=210
https://youtu.be/imluDBBvTaQ?si=8WdcadBk-D7dSRUl&t=2664
https://wewouldratherhavejesus.com/resources/joyce-meyer-manifesto/
https://youtu.be/OWgUiG__bEs?si=l38FPSGVhUGiz8XF&t=137
https://youtu.be/5BPhj-MGRnc?si=STlX9dQfrn5F3wiQ&t=71
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/UPTcBVj0SIA
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/UPTcBVj0SIA
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/183ssjS0OgI
https://youtu.be/cY5PpOentJY?si=wSWp4FmbNoSCMbxF&t=525
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHGPjndU7LU


WHAT DOES 
SCRIPTURE 

ACTUALLY SAY?
(IN ITS PROPER CONTEXT)



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

The Bible says, “I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all 
may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well” 

(3 John 1:2). 

Obviously, God is more interested in our spiritual health than our 
physical well-being, but He does want us to be physically healthy as 
well. Scripture does not say anything negative about having money 

or good health.

However, disease is a result of Adam’s sin, and even the most 
righteous may suffer. After all, Job was righteous, but God allowed 

him to suffer disease and hardship. 
We are promised suffering in this life.



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

• At the core of WOF doctrine is the same lie Satan has been telling since the 
Garden: “You shall be as God” (Genesis 3:5). Your words can create…

• Our faith comes from God in the first place (Ephesians 2:8; Hebrews 12:2) 
and is not a force or something we create for ourselves.

• HEBREWS 13:5 says: Make sure that your way of life is free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will 
never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” 

• In LUKE 12:13-21 PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL – JESUS SAYS: “Watch out and be 
on your guard against every form of greed, for not even when one has an 
abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”

https://www.bibleref.com/Genesis/3/Genesis-3-5.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Ephesians/2/Ephesians-2-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Hebrews/12/Hebrews-12-2.html


WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do 
not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. “The 

eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full 
of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the 
light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness. “No one can serve two 

masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

MATTHEW 6: 19-24 (LSB)



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

"So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you 
out of My mouth. Because you say, “I am rich, and have become 

wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you 
are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, I advise 

you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, 
and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the 

shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint 
your eyes so that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and 

discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.“

REVELATION 3:16-19



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. For 

whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life 
for My sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the 

whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory 
of His Father with His angels, and will then repay each one according 

to his deeds.

MATTHEW 16:24-27



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

Isaiah 53 is used in the WOF movement to justify 
blanket coverage for the physical healing of every Christian 

who has enough faith. Small portion of v.5 
“And by His wounds we are healed.”

A quote from a Kenneth Haggin book:
“…it is the plan of our Father God in His great love and His great mercy 

that no believer should ever be sick, that every believer should live his life 
full span down here on earth and that every believer should finally just 

fall asleep in Jesus” 
(Seven Things You Should Know About Divine Healing, p. 21).

Is Isaiah 53 about our physical healing from all disease and sickness?



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

• Suffering is expected and promised to Christians, like 1 Peter 4:19: 
“Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.” 

• The prosperity gospel downplays this vast pervasive teaching in 
the Bible that we are called upon to suffer. 

• And it is not just persecution suffering, but body-wasting-away, 
disease-type suffering in Romans 8:23 and 2 Corinthians 4:16.



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

• If Jesus was promised suffering in his service to the Father, then 
what does that mean for us? No servant is greater than his master 
(John 15:20). If Christ suffered, so shall we.

• For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you 
should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake. 
(Phil. 1:29)



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

THE APOSTLE PAUL LIVING HIS BEST LIFE; PROSPEROUS, HEALTHY AND WEALTHY: 

Five times I received from the Jews forty lashes less one. Three times I was 
beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked—a 

night and a day I have spent in the deep. I have been on frequent journeys, 
in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, 

dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the desolate 
places, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brothers. I have been in 

labor and hardship, in many sleepless nights, in starvation and thirst, often 
hungry, in cold and without enough clothing. Apart from such external 

things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 
Who is weak without my being weak? Who is made to stumble without my 

burning concern? If I have to boast, I will boast of what pertains to my 
weakness.

2 CORINTHIANS 11:24-30



NOT EVERYONE IS SCRIPTURE WAS ALWAYS HEALED

• Paul “left Trophimus sick in Miletus” (2 Timothy 4:20)

• Paul himself had a physical ailment that the Lord declined to heal (2 
Corinthians 12:7–9) and it wasn’t because Paul didn’t have “enough 
faith” 

• Paul says to Timothy, “Use a little wine because of your stomach and 
your frequent illnesses” (1 Timothy 5:23)

• The apostles were given the specific power to heal the sick, and for 
thirty-seven years they went everywhere healing those who heard their 
message. Again, their miracles, including healing, were confirmation of 
the truth of the gospel the apostles proclaimed. (John 20:31)



NOT EVERYONE IS SCRIPTURE WAS ALWAYS HEALED

• Jesus teaches and heals many in Capernaum in Luke 4:31-41

• V40-41: While the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various 
diseases brought them to Him; and laying His hands on each one of them, He was 
healing them.  Demons also were coming out of many, shouting, “You are the Son of 
God!” But rebuking them, He would not allow them to speak, because they knew 
Him to be the Christ.

• But in 42-44: When day came, Jesus left and went to a secluded place; and the 
crowds were searching for Him, and came to Him and tried to keep Him from 
going away from them. But He said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of God 
to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose.”  So He kept on preaching 
in the synagogues of Judea.

• Jesus did not heal every person that was searching for healing. He left Capernaum to 
go to other cities. His primary purpose was to preach the kingdom of God to all.



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY?

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a 
city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.” Yet 

you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are a vapor that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, “If 

the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.” But as it is, you boast in 
your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.

JAMES 4:13-16 (LSB)

Far from speaking things into existence for the future, we do not even know 

what tomorrow will bring or even whether we will be alive. 

Why boast in what you think you can proclaim over your own life instead of 

trusting in the Lord?



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE 
SAY ABOUT FALSE 

TEACHERS?



WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY: FALSE TEACHERS
If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words—those 

of our Lord Jesus Christ—and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is 
conceited, understanding nothing but having a morbid interest in controversial 

questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, slander, evil 
suspicions, and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of 
the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. But godliness actually 

is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment. 

For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of 
it either. And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But 

those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish 
and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love 
of money is a root of all sorts of evils, and some by aspiring to it have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, O man of 

God, flee from these things, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
perseverance, gentleness.

1 TIMOTHY 6:3-11 (LSB)



CALL OUT FALSE TEACHERS & WATCH DOCTRINE!
All but one of the New Testament books warns against false teaching and/or false teachers. (Philemon is 
the only book that doesn't.) 

• Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which 
you learned, and avoid them (Romans 16:17).

• Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. I know that after my 
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own 
selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. (Acts 20:28-30)

• Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both 
yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:16)

• Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself 
and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:16)

• But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. 
They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them--
bringing swift destruction on themselves. (2 Peter 2:1)



CALLING OUT FALSE TEACHERS BY NAME? – YES!
Paul not only instructs us to NAME and avoid false teachers, he puts it into practice himself. There 
are several occasions where Paul specifically named false teachers in his letters TO WARN THE 
CHURCH:

• You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and 
Hermogenes (2 Tim. 1:15).

• By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith, among whom are Hymenaeus and 
Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. (1 Tim. 1:19-20)

• But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, and their talk will 
spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have swerved from the truth, 
saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of some. (2 Tim 2:16-
18)

• For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica (2 Tim 4:10)

• Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm...Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed our 
message. (2 Tim 4:14-15)

https://manage.wix.com/dashboard/f4b32374-5ba1-4ebc-a8b2-59872adb3778/blog/6c6f3fc3-0d46-4d5f-a7ea-733252965aaa/edit?referralInfo=sidebar&tab=unpublished#_ftn1


POPULAR WOF TEACHERS TODAY

Kenneth Copeland Joel Osteen Benny Hinn Joyce Meyer Bill Johnson

TD Jakes Creflo Dollar Todd White Paula White Jessie Duplantis



HOW TO REACH 
PEOPLE CAUGHT 

IN THIS DECEPTION?



1. The most important way to help is to teach them a right 
understanding of the gospel.

2. Helping them to learn (and explaining how) to read the Bible in its 
proper context. The Bible plainly speaks about suffering in this life.

3. Have them do a proper study on prayer and the sovereignty of God.

4. Emphasize that God himself is our greatest Treasure, not his gifts.

5. Share stories of great saints in history whom God used mightily and 
who suffered enormously.

6. Pray that God would give them eyes to see that there is great joy in 
suffering now, and there will be great joy in prosperity at Christ’s 
coming.



SUMMARY



For the Christian, life here on earth, no matter how 
good or bad it is, is nothing compared to the life that 

awaits us in heaven. (Romans 8:18). The glories of 
heaven—eternal life, righteousness, joy, peace, 

perfection, God’s presence, Christ’s glorious 
companionship, rewards, and all else God has 

planned—is the Christian’s heavenly inheritance 
(1 Peter 1:3-5), and it will cause even the 

best life full of great health and prosperity on earth 
to pale in comparison.



Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man 
is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

For our momentary, light affliction is working out for us an 
eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,

while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are 

temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:16-18



RESOURCES



̶ WEB: The Word of Faith Cornucopia of False Doctrine — The Messed Up Church

̶ WEB: A Biblical Guide to the Prosperity Gospel — The Messed Up Church

̶ WEB: Word-Faith Movement Profile | Apologetics Resource Center

̶ WEB: Is the Word of Faith movement biblical? | GotQuestions.org

̶ WEB: What does the Bible say about the prosperity gospel? | GotQuestions.org

̶ WEB: Is “name it claim it” teaching biblical? | GotQuestions.org

̶ WEB: Are Christians “little gods”? | GotQuestions.org

̶ WEB:  Why doesn’t God heal everyone? | GotQuestions.org

̶ WEB:  Is It Wrong to Call Out False Teachers by Name?

̶ BOOK: A Field Guide on False Teaching; Ligonier Ministries

̶ DOCUMENTARY: American Gospel Film

https://www.themessedupchurch.com/blog/the-word-of-faith-cornucopia-of-false-doctrine
https://www.themessedupchurch.com/blog/a-biblical-guide-to-the-prosperity-gospel-mcryy
https://arcapologetics.org/word-faith-movement-profile/
https://www.gotquestions.org/Word-Faith.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/prosperity-gospel.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/name-it-claim-it.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/little-gods.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/God-heal-everyone.html
https://www.grassrootstruth.com/post/is-it-wrong-to-call-out-false-teachers-by-name
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