SERMON
St. Peter’s UCC
November 16, 2025
“What Would You Do Differently?”
Scripture:
Isaiah 65:17-19, 21-22, 25 Glorious New Creation
Isaiah 12:1-5 (read responsively)
Luke 21:5-15 Signs and Persecutions
A minister in South Africa says that Jesus is coming very soon:
September 23, 2025... A Senior Pastor down in Dallas, with a church that
has six campuses had a sermon titled, “When Is Jesus Coming Back.” He
said that nobody really knows, but then points to a world full of trouble
and says, “Be ready.”... A minister on Youtube is getting some good hits.
He’s got a sermon titled, “Get Ready, Jesus Is Coming,” and he’s helping
people do what they need to do for Christ’s imminent return. I hope they
aren’t getting rid of everything. A couple more clicks on my computer,

and there’s plenty of ministers showing up, talking about the Rapture and

Jesus Coming Soon, and Get Ready.



Now, I didn’t dig deep into the Jesus Is Coming Soon world, but I
imagine that you can find just about anything in those sermons, from
hearing that it’s a good time to be generous, to it’s a good time to be
generous. That’s the step up from what they call planting a seed in order
to gain a miraculous financial harvest — just call 888....

I know that I’m being sarcastic, and I apologize, but a lot of good
people are being scammed by the Jesus Is Coming Soon sermons, which,
by the way, has been a sermon found in every century of Christianity by
some ministers who think they’ve figured out the Second Coming like
some math question in the Bible, or like some kind of Sherlock Holmes
deductions.

So, let me ask you this. If Jesus was really coming soon — maybe he
is — what would you do different? What would you do differently? Would
you change yourself in all sorts of ways in order to be more pleasing to
God in Christ? And if you need to change a lot before the judgment,

maybe that’s something to think about now.



What would you do differently? How would you be different if you
knew Christ’s return was imminent? Well, Jesus has told us how to be;
God has guided us as to who we are to be as people of God. Why should
we be any different if Christ was coming tomorrow?

Love God and love others as ourselves. Do unto others as we would
have them do unto us. Turn the other cheek; love your enemies; do
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God says the prophet
Micah. We already know the way. How would we be different?

In a related conversation, over the years, I’ve had people ask about
Reincarnation. It’s an interesting subject, but I respond by asking how
they would be different if it were true. How would they be different?

I think when Christians feel overwhelmed by the struggles of the
world, they sometimes start thinking more about the Second Coming, but
Jesus warns us not to focus on the timing. Then he describes some of the
birth pangs that will happen before the Second Coming, and we realize
that such things are true every century, even every generation. He says in

our Gospel lesson today, “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not



be terrified, for these things must take place first, but the end will not
follow immediately. Then he said to them, Nation will rise against nation
and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes and in
various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents
and great signs from heaven.”

Halley’s Comet has gotten a few Christians stirred up in the past as a
dreadful portent from heaven. It didn’t help that, in 1910, some scientist
said that everyone was going to die when the earth passed through its tail.
The most clever response to the end of humankind in 1910 was by the guy
who made some big bucks selling anti-comet pills. Good for what ails you
for the end times.

What would we do differently? When William Miller predicted the
end of the world in October of 1844, many people gave away all their
possessions, stopped planting crops, and stopped their businesses. Maybe

my sermon title today should have been, “Don’t Do That.”
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Y 2K and end times fears sort of merged almost 26 years ago. A lot of
people began hoarding food, water, and ammunition, but we made it
though that one.

In 1661 London, a lot of people marched through the streets declaring
that King Jesus was coming, and that the current monarch had to get out of
the way. That went very, very poorly for them.

French Protestants got very emotional and did some crazy things like
walking on coals in the 1700’s, when they thought the Catholic Church
would collapse with the return of Jesus, but the question for us today is,
what should we do differently, whether Jesus is coming soon or not?

Harold Camping said to get ready for the return of Jesus in 2011, and
lots of people spent their saving putting up billboards, or traveling around
to get the word out. Oh well.

Let me be clear - and this is what makes me sad - is that the people
who respond to such religious authorities, as they present themselves, |
expect are good people who normally wouldn’t do such extreme things,

and so my sarcasm is sort of a cover for the sadness of good folks getting



taken in. Now, many of the countless ministers who are proclaiming that
the Second Coming is just around the corner are sincere, but we know
some are not. It’s just sad, because there is no way in which we Christians
should be different, whether we believe the end of the world or the Second
Coming is near, or not.

It's nice to know that we here don’t even have to worry about it. St.
Peter’s can just continue being St. Peter’s, and if Christ were to come
tomorrow, he would say what I read about the church of Philadelphia
recently from the book of Revelation: “I know your works. Look, I have
set before you an open door that no one is able to shut. I know that you
have but little power, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my
name.” Our Little White Church on the Hill has remained steadfast
through 213 years of change; change that includes wars and insurrections,
nation rising against nation and kingdom against kingdom, great
earthquakes and famines and plagues, and dreadful portents and great

signs from heaven. Through all of it, what have we done? We have loved



God and loved others as ourselves. We have striven to do unto others as
we would have them do unto us.

And we’ll continue to serve the message and Spirit of God until the
prophecy of Isaiah comes into being; becomes our reality. God calls us to
a time when the birth pangs of this world will bear a new heaven and a
new earth, when the former struggles will not be remembered or come to
mind; when no more shall the sound of weeping be heard, or the cry of
distress.

Isaiah holds up a vision for us in the midst of the struggles of this
world, when “The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; the lion shall eat
straw like the ox... They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain, says the Lord.”

Before Christ, when the Jews who had been captured and taken to
live with the Babylonians, after their Temple built by Solomon had been
destroyed, they continued to find ways to stay faithful to the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They didn’t know the future; not at all. But

they turned to each other and asked how, as people of God, they should be
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different. How should they be different, in spite of being taken from their
homeland? All’s they could do was to remain faithful and leave the rest to
God. And so, they chose to live their covenant with God in that new land,
and we know that, in time, they found themselves back in Jerusalem
building a second Temple and growing even more closely to the laws of
Moses.

Circumstances in life can cause much joy or much anguish in our
lives, but circumstances can do nothing to stop the eternal truths of God in
heaven, come to us in Jesus Christ. It just doesn’t matter. It doesn’t
matter what the circumstances are, we still can love God and love others
as ourselves. We still can shine a light in a world of confusion and empty
promises, and words by wolves in sheep’s clothing.

When the world feels all stirred up, when society seems like it’s
tearing at the seams, the church stands with a smile and a welcome and
Good News.

Charles Colson, a politician who later found God beyond just the

campaign months, once said that “The church is the invisible made



visible.” It’s such a simple statement, but if we think about it, the truth in
it is incredible. There is something in the invisible that we make real.
There 1s something miraculous in the invisible that we make real. The
invisible heaven, glorious in its power and love, finds a way to become
real in little churches like Philadelphia in the book of Revelation, and like
us; real to those who enter; real to many when those who are blessed share
their blessings out beyond the church.

How should we be different as Christians when circumstances in the
world change, or some religious leaders claim the end is near, or that the
Second Coming is near? We don’t even have to ask the question, because
we are already living the answer. We are living the light of God in the
world’s darkness. We are living the love of God in a cold world. We are
living Good News that was true before, is true now, and ever will be true.

Praise God for the Good News from the God who is, who was, and

who 1s to come. Amen.



