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A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR

Welcome to our latest edition. We have had a very busy year as always, achieving some of our
goals which we set at our last AGM, others we did not achieve. We had outside help from two
companies which came as a surprise and what a tremendous help they were too, more later. We
completed our Peter Rabbit Garden in 2023 and officially opened it in 2024. However later in the
year disaster struck when a fire was deliberately started on one of the babies graves in this
garden. As many of you have said, how could anyone do this mean and heartless thing. We could
not believe it, we have gone from zero anti social behaviour to this awful act. Our thoughts and
prayers went out to this family involved. We hope this is the end of it. It really is up to
everyone of us to keep this special place safe. Although we have taken on this special mantel of
7 care it is up to everyone who have family buried here to care for the
area as we do. Please don'’t just leave it to us and hope for the best, we
all need to work on and in this special place.

™ We would like to thank the ‘Pay Back Scheme’ supervisors and men for
all they have done for us last year tidying the cemetery and collecting
leaves but also for their beautiful wreaths they provided for both
4 Christmas and Remembrance Day. This Christmas they provided some
g lovely stars made from willow and decorated with wild flowers, these

Tl profile too. We may reuse them for Mother’s Day.

Thanks to Danielle Rigg, a local florist who donated fresh Christmas
floral wreaths to brighten the cemetery.

=== Thank You so much to Jackie, Community Champion from Tesco store
© | at Redcar for allowing the book sale and giving us the many plants they
" donate to us throughout the year. Jackie and Wayne came to the
cemetery on our last gardening session before Christmas to present us
with a Christmas gift bag. This is no mean
feat as there are forty active members in our g, o
group and they all really appreciated this
gesture. 0
Thanks to Caryn, Community Champion and § "*
Morrisons Redcar for providing the room for our
meeting and providing space for our annual§g
Tombola where we are made most welcome. We
are sorry she is moving on and we wish her well 2
We would like to thank the many people who g kn

thanks as always to our many volunteers that & ;
help out when needed. :
We could always do with more help please g
contact Dot Ahmed on 01642 478349 255
dotahmed@btinternet.com or Ged Fleming [ ;
01642 471064 for more details. :

Our AGM Will Be Held In The Palace Hub On Wednesday 29th January at 2.00 pm
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A message from Kay, Garden Organiser. A Happy New Year everyone. Since our last newsletter
we have gained five new volunteers, however one of our longest standing gardeners has
reluctantly decided to retire. We would like to thank Brenda for all her commitment to our group
over a number of years, the ‘Anchor Bed' will never be the same. We plan to stay in touch.
We would also like to thank the Mormon Church in Redcar and their Sisters and Elders for all the
yvork they do for us volunteering on a Tuesday. We held our first plant sale selling outdoor and
lm.ioor p_lant§ at the cemetery. This was a great success and £100 was raised, we hope to repeat
:‘glst:g:llll'. tthus ytela\r Ig:’rowing on seeds collected from the cemetery. Thanks for your support and
‘e allotment holders who donated some produce for us to sell.
A big thank you to Robertson’s construction company for donating new gardening equipment
and helping us on two gardening sessions. '
‘ We took delivery of 1.000 bulbs thanks to John Finlay
gy from Redcar Rotary linking their work with a ‘Polio Free
. World’. These were planted in the Precious 'Baby
1 Q Garden and will bring great joy when they appear in the
AL CRY Spring. _
-,Storm Darragh brought down three trees in one nlg_ht,
two cherry trees in the middle section one straddling
-\ across the main thoroughfare and a very old large elm
Vi tree which we think was planted around 1874 came
@% down and it was a massive job to clear the area. The
Friends group spent a great deal of time clearing up,
_ luckily no memorials were damaged. This was near our
g .. baby area in the old section and only a small amount of
‘ damage was done to the trellis work, It was such a
&4 shame to lose such an old friend. We are hoping that
i we can replace these trees in 2025.
Finally we would like to thank Steve the’ Tree Fella’ for
shaping our Christmas tree ready for the baubles and
_lights to go on and the star to be positioned. It is
_ : 2 <“ amazing the number of people who volunteer their
services. Please be like Steve and see if you can help too.
Fundraising
Fundraising—We have spent quite a lot of our fundraising money on two new notice boards, one
in the new and one in the old section. The old boards were gifted to us by Jim Morrisroe
under a scheme help in the community from British Steel and lasted us such a long time, thanks
to Jim for this work and many other issues that he has helped us with over the years.
Hopefully this year we can get the middle one replaced too. They have been made by Marty of
Steel River Fabrication and an excellent job too. We know they are of a good quality and will last
a long time. We liked the angels and the butterflies on the boards that make them unique.
Soo our main fundraising organiser has been visiting Australia. It will be good to have her
working with us again. Thanks to Jackie from Tesco for the.book stall, we hope to be out on the
market again with a book and jigsaw stall when the weather improves.
We are supporting the Rose Garden Borough Park Gfoup attending their coffee mornings
Wednesdays 10-12 from January—March. We have a bric a brac stall in that time. Thanks to
Jackie and Mike Carling and their supporters.

T

We have been invited by Sandra from St Peters Church to have a bric a brac and jewellery stall
at their February coffee morning on the 22nd 10-12. We have a lot of bric a brac to sell, lots of
bargains to be had. Thanks to St Peter’'s Church congregation for their support and all our
supporters who donate to us. Thanks to Sue the Verger of the church for all her help over the
years.



The Dream is Green Page 3

We have made good progress in
getting a space for our new leaf
keep. This will improve our green
a¥y profile. This has been with the
Ml help of Robertson’s and

TR
W‘; Hewitson's Companies. Dot met
&)

| DEON
g o ‘*;"’__.,,-\,‘: Stephen Price Project Manager of
vip I}‘ Robertson’s and asked if their
YAt company carried out any work in
¥ the community, he readily agreed
‘and negotiations started on how
they could help. They worked on a
Tuesday with the Gardening
& Group and donated gardening
equipment. They agreed to ask
their sub contractors to help with clearing the soil compound to make way for the leaf keep.
The men from Hewitson soon got to work and cleared a lot of extra soil, rubbish, bricks and
rubble that had built up over the years. We would never have done this work without them.
They said it was easy work for them as they were working on the new baths at Eston at the
time.
The next step is the work Middlesbrough College has agreed to do in building a leaf keep for
us in this space. We had worked with this group of students and supervisors when they built
the wall around the Tulip Tree sculpture and have a good relationship with them. Mike and lan
the Managers of the Construction Department of the college visited the cemetery, assessed
the work that was needed to carry out this project and hatched out a plan. Quite a few
students will be involved, the ones that would plan out the work, the students from fabrication
department to get the small gate onto the fencing so we can have our own entrance and then
the students from the building department who will build the leaf keep. We are looking
forward to working with them again. We are not sure if we will get funding for this initiative or
pay for the materials out of our fundraising money. Whichever we do it will be money well
spent as all the leaf mould collected will go back on the beds and borders to improve the soil
for future planting.
Thanks to Hazel Head Gardener Kirkleatham Walled Garden for her advice and gift of
construction boards for our leaf keep ground. Thanks to Sharon, a local hairdresser who has
been one of our supporters for years, for the contact.
We have already has a complaint which is out of our control someone is cutting the bottom
fsuckers off the trees which is good but leaving all the small branches where they fall isn't. It is
dangerous as a lady got her feet caught in them as she was walking to her family grave.
Please if you are doing this, the work is the clearing away that is the work and getting them
safely to the bin. This was going to be part of the work for a group of young people this year.
S0 please anyone who wants to help please contact Kay as she organises the work.
Lend a hand to save the trees
. have started our ‘Trees Project’ where we have identified 50 trees and placed a plaque on
-h tree where in the future school children can check on the size of the trunk and the
‘erns on different leaves etc. We were successful in obtaining funding from ‘Dogger Bank
ewables’ to produce maps/apps of the area. We have a new volunteer Beth who has so
y skills and has many years of working with children which will help so much. We have
1e setbacks with this project, hopefully we should make good progress in 2025. We have a
1 way to go on this project however it is exciting and will be worth all the work required by
small team to bring children into this special place.

”

We are holding a Tombola in Morrison

iday 4th Ap

s on Fr
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Redcar and Zetland Writers Group led by the author and poet Carmen Marcus assisted by
Sharon Chappel worked with Ged and Dot to capture the history and stories around the
headstones in the old section. The plan was for them to give a performance on mid winter’s
day however this has been postponed until March this year. This is to celebrate Inspirational
Women's Day in March. The group will tell the story of Redcar people buried in the old section
through poetry, song and praise. We are very much looking forward to this performance.

We hope to be at the cemetery, meeting and greeting visitors on Mother’s Day, Sunday March
30th March, last year we could not do this as the weather was so wet. We did manage to hold
the event on Father’s Day last year where we asked visitors about their thoughts on visiting the
cemetery and what helps them to have a good visit. We were helped by Dr Diver's from Tees-
side University to analyse the comments to help us with the funding bid for the restoration of
the headstones. This was organised by Peter from the RCVDA thanks to them for their input.
. We met Rosemary who writes articles for the Saltburn
‘“-{t;-‘ - I magazine ‘Talk of the Town’ she was very interested
NN g in our work and visited the cemetery. She was very
impressed and wrote two articles for publication, the
first one will be in the their January magazine and will
feature the results of the comments from the visitors.

®% Things have moved on with the headstone

= restoration as we are now at the stage of waiting for
the decision from ‘Awards For All’ to see if they have
agreed the money to be awarded for the much needed
repairs. We were able to visit Stonefall Cemetery at
Harrogate to see the work they carried out on the
repairs to the headstones there. We should know the
outcome this spring and the work hopefully will be started in the summer if all goes to plan. We
would like to thank Trevor Thompson Bereavement Service Manager and Jo Whistler from
Redcar and Cleveland Council for working in partnership with Friends Paul, Ged and Dot on
htis pilot study. Thanks to the Harrogate staff for making us so welcome.

Ged and Dot are out and about promoting the work of the volunteers in the cemetery. We are
giving a talk to the retired men of Guisborough on the 31st March who are always
interested in the work that we are doing.

We will also be at Prior Pursglove College at Guisborough, y
this is to show case our work to the students and learning | 5 .
leaders of the college. We are very much looking forward to g\
visiting as this group of students have been awarded a green ‘ A
flag award with merit. Can we learn from their example.?

Thanks to Julie and Peter Durdan for their continued help r‘fg-’__ﬂ;-i'{ \‘:4‘;
with the preservation of the lifeboat sculpture. This was ?'! L

oiling and cleaning both sides of this lovely work. Well done i
and thanks to you both. We know they will be back in 2025 as [ “ %3
they care for the sculpture and support our work. . -

i

e
-

Thanks to James from Tees Valley Arts for helping us to host u}.
our 150 years anniversary of the opening of the cemetery. -

Please follow us on FORCEM Facebook page for a week to week update.



