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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace
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How Do I Love Thee?
(Sonnet 43)

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.

I love thee to the depth and breadth and height

My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight

For the ends of being and ideal grace.

I love thee to the level of every day’s

Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.

I love thee freely, as men strive for right.

I love thee purely, as they turn from praise.

I love thee with the passion put to use

In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith.

I love thee with a love I seemed to lose

With my lost saints. I love thee with the breath,

Smiles, tears, of all my life; and, if God choose,

I shall but love thee better after death.

- Elizabeth Barrett Browning - 1806-1861

Sonnet 43 expresses Elizabeth's intense love for her
husband-to-be, Robert Browning. So intense is her
love for him, she says, that it rises to a spiritual level
to where her soul reaches to an out of this world depth
and breadth and height. And yet, she also loves him on
a daily basis - freely, without coercion; she loves him
purely, without expectation of personal gain.

When I think of this kind of love, I can’t help but
to think of the love Jesus touts - a love for God that
encom%asses your whole heart, soul, mind and
strength, and love others as ourselves.

Sounds like a simple thing to love another. The
old-time hymn “They will know we are Christians by
our love” makes it feel like this is a quaint and easily
attainable thin% to achieve. And yet, when you really
take time to think about what loving with all your
heart, mind, soul, and strength means, it really isn’t
quite so simple.

In our culture, we have over-simplified loving. We
love french-fries or ice cream. We love our favorite
baseball or football team. We love our new mattress.
And it so easily rolls off our tongue to one another,
“l love you”. But these are just superficial word
associated with sentimental feelings.

In the Bible, loving God means to give your whole
self — to surrender to His love and to devote ourselves
to Him. And that is harder than it sounds. In fact,
when thing don’t go according to our plans or our
desires, we often end up blaming God instead and tell
ourselves that God is not a loving god but a god who
punishes.
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From the Fastor’s Desk: How Do ] Love Thec’?

But our God is
love — pure and
unconditional love.
God rescues us
from bondage, frees
us from suffering,
saves us from
ourselves. God
loves us so much,
he is willing to die
for us. And that is
the greatest love of
all. Sacrificing self
for another with all
our hearts, souls, minds, and strength is the greatest
love of all.

I can assure you, however, that this kind of all-
encompassing, spiritual kind of love is impossible
for us and not humanly achievable without the
intervention of God’s Holy Spirit. God’s Spirit pours
love into our hearts, and she nurtures this love to grow
as we continue to live a gospel-centered life. And
the way this kind of love - loving with all our hearts,
souls, mind, and strength — grows is by our continued
obedience to God’s commands. According to the
Bible, true love of God is obedience. Jesus says, “If
you love me, you will obey what I command,” (John
14:15) and “For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments. And his commandments are not
burdensome.” (1 John 5:3)

The more we marvel at God’s great love for us, the
more we will want to love him in return by obeying
his commands. Obeying his commands is not work’s
righteous because our motive is not to try to earn God’s
favor through our obedience and sacrifice. Our motive

(continued on page 2)
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for obeying God and keeping God’s commands comes
from our gratitude for receiving God’s love first.

In keeping God’s commands, we not only love God,
but we extend that same love to our neighbors. “What
is this kind of love?” I can tell you itisn’t a sentimental
feeling. We would have a d}i]fﬁcult time telling our
enemy, “Ilove you” and having nicey, nice feelings for
them. This kind of love doesn’t mean that we must feel
emotionally close to everyone we meet.

The kind of love that Jesus models for us is agape
love. Agape love is acting in the best interest of the
other person — seeking their good, regardless of how
we happen to “feel” about them. We strive to treat
them as we would want to be treated if we were in
their situation and work for their best interest. This
kind of love can be bestowed even upon our enemies,
obeying Jesus’” command to “love our enemies.”

Agape love is an action — not a feeling, and that is
an important distinction. If someone needs food, we
feed them. If someone needs shelter, we provide a
safe haven. If someone needs medical care, we help
them get it. And we do this not because we have an
emotional attachment to them, but because we care
about their best interest as a created being — a child
of God. Through our acts of agape love, God’s light
shines into the darkness, and God’s abiding love is
made visible to the world.

I see this kind of agape love in you — the folks from
Grace. You pray for people; you take time out of your
day to drive people to/from work and/or appointments.
You volunteer your time to craft cards and send notes to
our shut-ins. You take risks in feeding the hungry, and
do the hard discerning work of giving out donations of
gift cards and utility payments. Many of you take time
to beautify the church for worship and attend choir
practice, which lifts up our congregation. There are
those who help lead worship and live stream worship.
These are all acts of agape love for each other. This is
truly God’s light shining into the darkness, and I can
guarantee that these acts of loving our neighbor don’t
go unnoticed.

I am very proud and honored to be serving such a
loving faith community. And if someone would ask me
how this congregation does at loving their neighbors, I
would have to respond similar to Elizabeth Browning's
sonnet, “How they loved them, let me count the ways.”
There is no better way during February — the month
we celebrate “love” — to show the world God’s love.
Thank you for loving God and for your obedience to
Jesus’ command to love your neighbor as yourself!

Your Sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie
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CHURCH

CIL
The council meeting was held on é/
January 12, 6:30 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church.
Pastor Debbie opened with a prayer. Fresh Farm Show
potato donuts were available to everyone! Yum!

Pastor Debbie reported on her successful efforts
to contact shut-ins during December, amid all the
respiratory ailments going around.

Homelessness was also a topic of discussion.
Discussed was Mulberry Street tent encampment
(Harrisburg) and the city’s ongoing struggles to help
those individuals. Also discussed was the unique
challenges the homeless face based on the philanthropic
experiences of one of our collegiate members.

Building use was discussed in light of several new
requests from a member and the Girl Scouts. The Girl
Scouts were onsite for the last food giveaway!

Income and expense for December was covered by
the Treasurer. A year end (2022) financial discussion
was held, focusing on the income and expenses. The
church spent 103 thousand more than the income total.
Strategies for addressing the spending deficient and
the growth reguired to support the church’s mission
were discussed at great length. Key takeaways:

1. The church council is taking steps to hire legal
help to better understand the possibilities of using our
endowments in support the church’s ongoing mission.

2. The church council also discussed strategies for
rebuilding the congregation going forward into 2023.

Council reorganized for 2023, the new officers are
as follows:

1. President — Joe Turek

2. Vice President — Deb Warntz

3. Treasurer — Scott Hildebrand

4. Secretary — Dee Kerr

The next council meeting will be on February 9

ENGAGE THE POWER OF PRAYER

Here at Grace Lutheran church,
we are lucky to have a prayer
chain. Feel the power of prayer
and God’s attention to you and
those you love when you are
struggling through difficult times,
dealing with illness or death, or
you are in the hospital. To engaﬁe
the chain, call the head of the
prayer chain, Barb Hartman. She

will set the chain going for YOU! You are never alone
when you are with ‘Grace’.

Tt Pastoral Acts

Pastor Debbie made two pastoral visits to
parishioners last month.



WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY
CASE?

This month we are featuring items
of historical interest in the cabinet for
. February. These consist of some church
historical artifacts, along with other older
items belonging to church members and
former members. Come take a look.

PASTA BOWIL,

Mark your calendars for fellowship and food at
our Pasta Bowl in the All-Purpose Room at noon on
February 12. You can show your team spirit by wearing
your favorite team’s attire. Jack Warntz is makin
spaghetti with meat sauce. We are also providing salad,
bread, drinks, and desert. Gluten free spaghetti, bread,
and desert will be offered as well. Vol?mteers will be
needed to help in the kitchen, to serve, and clean-up.
A sign-up sheet will be in the Welcome Center. Please
sign-up by February 5 if you are planning to attend
the Pasta Bowl. You will find a
sign-up sheet in the Welcome
Center. A free will offering
will be taken to help with cost
of the roof repairs. Hope to
see you at the Pasta Bowl for
fellowship and fun!

.+ ANNOUNCEMENTS

ﬁ Graceful Women will hold its first

g meeting on Thursday, March 2 to review
J

options for things to do this year. Please
plan to join and share in this time of
tellowship and discussion.

February Fellowship will be happening
for the weeks of the 5th and 12th. We will resume
Sunday School on February 19 between services.

Inclement weather announcements for service
cancellations due to weather can be obtained by calling
the office phone at 717-244-5987. If we cancel due to
weather, it will be noted on the recording.

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

BOOK CLUB

A Our selection of the month is
o The Storied Life of A.]. Fikry by

— 2 Gabrielle Zevin. Goodreads.com

has this to say about the book:

On the faded Island Books sign
hanging over the porch of the Victorian cottage is the
motto “No Man Is an Island; Every Book Is a World.”
A.]. Fikry, the irascible owner, is a%,out to discover just
what that truly means.

A. ]J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to
be. His wife has died, his bookstore is experiencing the
worst salesinits history, and now his prized possession,
a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. Slowly
but surely, he is isolating himself from all the people
of Alice Island —from Lambiase, the well-intentioned

olice officer who's always felt kindly toward Fikry;

rom Ismay, his sister-in-law who is hell-bent on saving
him from f\is dreary self; from Amelia, the lovely and
idealistic (if eccentric) Knightley Press sales rep who
keeps on taking the ferry over to Alice Island, refusing
to be deterred by A.].’s bad attitude. Even the books in
his store have stopped holding pleasure for him. These
days, A.J. can only see them as a sign of a world that is
changing too rapidly.

And then a mysterious package appears at the
bookstore. It's a small package, but large in weight.
It’s that unexpected arrival that gives A. J. Fikry the
opportunity to make his life over, the ability to see
everything anew. It doesn’t take long for the locals
to notice the change overcoming A..; or for that
determined sales rep, Amelia, to see her curmudgeonly
client in a new light; or for the wisdom of all those
books to become again the lifeblood of A.]J.”s world; or
for everything to twist again into a version of his life
thathe cﬁdn’t see coming. As surprising as it is moving,
The Storied Life of A. ]. Fikry is an unforgettable ta%e
of transformation and second chances, an irresistible
affirmation of why we read, and ..
why we love. THE

The bookclub meets every SI OR![‘D

third Thursd f th th at -
ir ursday of the month a “FLUI

6:30 p.m. in the Welcome Center.
AR
]

We invite all to join us who love
to read. We have a wonderful
relationship with the York County
Library System that enables us to
borrow the books we read. If you
would like a copy to read, see

CARRIELLE TEVIN
Jennifer Rudolf or Geri Jacobs. T

Went Bo Receive Ghe Bedcon
ElectBronicadlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




LUTHERAN

CAMPING

Our Lutheran Camping
oration Camps have things
o year round. In February,
Camp Kirchenwald is having a
Winter Fun Day on February 19 from 1-5:00 p.m. Bring
your family or youth group and enjoy an afternoon
on Kirchenwald’s award-winning toboggan run, ice-
skating on the lake, or drinking hot chocolate in the
lodge.

Summer Camp Time is Fast Approaching

Have you ever wanted your child to go camping?
Founders of Grace Lutheran have endowed scholarshi
money to help young ones attend. Contact the Churcﬁ
office to get details.

Lutheran Church Camping in Central Pennsylvania
is an extension of the congregation’s ministry in the
unique setting that our camps provide. Children,
youth, and adults learn, worship, witness, and serve
within a Christ-centered Lutheran tradition.

All Children are welcome to attend Camps
Kirchenwald and Nawakwa, regardless of race, creed,
religion or color. Children with special needs can
participate in many of our programs. Camp staff need
to know the nature of the child’s special needs before
arrival in camp. Please contact the camp of your choice
for further information.

Each camp week begins Sunday with check-in
between 3- 4:30 p.m. Early check-in is not possible.
Parents may pick up their children on Saturday
morning between 9 - 9:30 a.m. Day Camps run from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Mini
Camp weeks start at 3:00 p.m. on either Sunday or
Wednesday. Parents may pick up their children at 9:00
a.m. (Wednesday or Saturday)

Age Groups are based on grade completed (or will
complete) in Spring 2023, and span grades K through
11.
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F Each month, The Beacon reports who 155_
@ sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary. g

.;;?- February’s flowers: %

w4 05 — In memory of Ian McCleary by the ™ -
- 3 family j
12 - In memory of Clark Jacobs, by the
T family

m 19 - In memory of David Grim, beloved -“
husband & father, by Erma Grim &
family e
413 22-To the glory of God by Erma Grim 1
and family (Ash Wednesday)
26 - In memory of Peggy Keener, by the

Keener family -
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Februydary
Celebrations

Happy Birthday

- I'Zlailyn Bennett 17 — Ferne Arnold

— Audrey Mae Johnston 17 - Olivia Kicas
Maggie Holroyd 18 — Elaina Rudolf
Stephen Germick 19 - Olivia Benner
Kelsey Shaffer 21 — Barbara Hartman
Abby Kuhn 22 — Robin Bennett
Jeremy Heiss 24 — Donald Anderson

- Georgia Buckingham 25 — Wesley Mummert
Oliver Hanzlik 25 - Natalie Rudolf
Camden Manahan 25 - Mark Turek
Cohen Manahan 26 - Patsy Mummert
Madison Shaffer 27 - Benjamin Kuhn

— Barbara Slavinski

We&/ﬁﬁ'@ Anniversaries

06 - Leif & Peggy Ericson
15 - Wesley & Malissa Smith
18 - John & Sandra Fishel
27 - Carolyn & Michael Noll

HOW TO SUBMIT TO THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.

*Email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a
.doc or .pdf file. If you are including digital
artwork, make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, drop your submission in the
mailboxmarked ‘newsletter’ outsidetheofficedoor.

The deadline for submission is the 20th of each
month for the following month’s newsletter.

“ '.:..u. )

i%T)‘rlsf] cobs, Edlto&r/"Staff‘erter

]ennlfer Rudolff'Lrayout/ Sltaff Writer,
Pr,
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