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YA Solo Competition — Frequently Asked Questions

Application/Audition Logistics & Requirements
1. When is the application deadline?

a. The final deadline for submitting applications is clearly posted on the
Young Artists page. We do not accept late applications.

2. How is the age category assigned?

a. The competitor’s age category is based on their age on the day of the
in-person audition, which is November 1st, 2025.

3. 1 didn’t receive a confirmation that my application was received, is something
wrong?

a. We communicate ONLY with the primary email address listed for the
competitor on their application. We aim to process each application and
send confirmation emails within 5 business days of receipt. Please feel
free to email us at youngartists@socalphil.org to check the status of your
application if you have a concern.

4. | am playing a solo piece for more than one performer (i.e. duo or trio). Do we all
have to submit the sheet music on our applications?

a. Yes, every applicant must submit their individual sheet music in their
application. Remember that every member of a duo/trio must submit their
own application and fee for your group to participate in the competition.
See the Duo & Trio Groups section for more information.

5. When and where are the second round auditions held?

a. Second round auditions will take place in person on November 1st, 2025,
between 8:00am and 8:00pm in Fullerton, CA. Specific audition times will
be assigned if you move on past the first round of auditions, which are in
the form of video submissions in your application.

6. What if | can’t make it on November 1st?

a. Unfortunately, this would disqualify you from the competition. We cannot
accommodate personal schedules for the in-person auditions, which will
only take place on November 1st, 2025. If you are selected as a finalist
but cannot come to the in-person audition round, please reach out to us as
soon as possible so we can offer your spot to the next competitor.
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7. Can I sign up for a specific audition time?
a. No, audition times will be assigned to selected finalists.

8. Can | audition a solo piece and movement that is different from what is listed on
my application?

a. No, you must perform your audition with the exact piece and movement
that was listed on your application.

9. Can | perform more than one movement from a solo piece for my audition?

a. No, if your audition piece has multiple movements, you may perform only
one movement. This applies for both the auditions and performances.

10.1s SCP able to help me get to and from the auditions, rehearsals, and
performances?

a. Every applicant is responsible for their own transportation to and from
each of these events. Please do your best to work with your family,
teacher, or school to arrange transportation as needed. If you run out of
options, please reach out to us and we will do our best to support you, but
there is no guarantee that we will be able to offer a solution.

11. Do you record the in-person auditions?
a. Yes, there will be a camera on a tripod recording video of your audition.
12. What is the purpose of recording auditions?

a. Audition recordings serve two purposes: first, they allow judges to review
performances for final decisions if necessary; and second, our conductor
reviews them to prepare the orchestra for your first rehearsal if selected as
a winner, focusing on tempo, interpretation, and style.

13. What happens to the audition recordings after the audition date?

a. After the winners’ auditions have been studied by our conductor, the video
and audio recordings are destroyed.

14.1 was selected as a Young Artist winner in the previous season. Can | still apply
this year?

a. The Young Artists Competition follows a one year moratorium rule,
meaning that if a musician won in the most recent season, then they are
not eligible to win in the immediately following season. The only
exceptions to this rule are if the winner is moving up to the next age group
or competing in a different musical category. Recent Young Artist winners
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are welcome to apply and compete in the next competition in the same
musical and age categories if they want the experience, however they will
not be eligible to win 1st place and receive a scholarship and concert
performance.

Duo & Trio Groups
1. Are solo groups allowed to participate in this competition?

a. Yes! We welcome duo or trio solos/concertos/arias so long as they have
an orchestral accompaniment. Please be aware of the following:

i.  Each solo group member must submit their own application, with
their individual sheet music;

i.  Solo groups are also required to have an accompanist for the in
person audition;

iii.  The solo group’s application will not be considered until all
members have submitted both their application and fee.

2. What age and musical categories do solo groups fall into?

a. The age category of the solo group is based on the age of the oldest
member. The group members are not required to all be in the same age
category. For example: if a 20 year old and a 9 year old are performing a
duo together, they will be placed in the Virtuoso (18-23) age group.

b. If a pianist is a member then the solo group will be placed in the piano
category. Otherwise, musical categories will correspond with those of the
group members. For example: two vocalists in a duo will be in the vocal
category, while a clarinet/bassoon/piano trio will be in the piano category
so long as the pianist is a true member of the group and not an
accompanist.

c. Due to logistical constraints, we are not able to accommodate groups with
multiple pianos (separate from the accompanist).

3. What is the application fee for duo/trio groups?

a. See the Young Artists page for the application fees of duo/trio groups.
Each group member must pay their own application fee.

4. How do the scholarships work if a duof/trio is selected as a winner?

a. The scholarship is awarded to the group and split evenly between each
group member via individual checks.
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Repertoire & Performance Rights
1. How can | determine if my selected solo is in the public domain?

a. You can check public resources like IMSLP.org (ensure it is public domain
in the US - Europe has different requirements!). If you need further
assistance, please consult your teacher or parent.

2. What if my audition piece is not in the US public domain?

a. Please indicate in the appropriate question of the application that your
piece is not in the US public domain and sign to accept financial
responsibility for rental of the orchestral score & parts. If you are selected
as a winner, we will contact you for the required amount which must be
paid to SCP within one week of notification.

3. What if my solo is not in the public domain but someone | know (i.e. teacher,
school, family) owns the orchestral score and parts?

a. If your selected solo is only available as a rental piece, we are required to
rent the score and parts even if you or someone you know owns their own
set of parts. It would not be legal for SCP to perform a rental piece without
paying the required rental fee.

4. Does the competition administrator verify the US public domain availability of
orchestral score and parts for my chosen piece?

a. We perform a cursory check upon receiving each application using the
provided public source link, however it is ultimately each applicant's
responsibility to research and confirm that orchestral parts are available
for their selected repertoire.

5. If I am selected as a winner to play with the Southern California Philharmonic,
can | perform a different solo than what | auditioned with?

a. No, repertoire changes are not permitted. You must perform the same solo
piece and movement that was presented at your audition.

Accompaniment
1. When is an accompanist required?

a. For the first round video audition, an accompanist is encouraged but not
required, and so you are allowed to use a live/recorded accompanist or
none at all. For the second round in-person audition, a live accompanist is
required.
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2. What if my accompanist for the in-person audition round cancels on me?

a. Let us know as soon as possible by emailing us at
youngartists@socalphil.org while you search for a replacement. When you
have a new accompanist, please email us with their name and contact
information.

3. What if | can’t find an accompanist?

a. We maintain a list of accompanists who have participated in our
competition in past years that can be provided upon request. Please
realize that this is simply a list - we DO NOT endorse or recommend any
accompanist, just as we do not take any responsibility for their expertise.

4. Can my accompanist be my teacher or parent?

a. No, we do not allow accompanists to be the soloist’s teacher or parent.

Application Fee

1. Why is the early bird application fee lower than the fee for applications submitted
in the last two weeks of the application period?

a. Based on trends observed over the past several years, we have noticed
that many applicants wait until the final week or even day to submit their
application. This creates a tremendous amount of stress on our systems
and volunteers who run the competition, which in turn reduces our ability
to support our young artists. The early bird fee has been instituted to
encourage applicants to apply sooner rather than later so that we can put
all our energy towards helping this competition reach its full potential.

2. Can | pay the early bird fee before the fee increases, then submit my application
before the final application deadline passes?

a. The fee the students must pay is dependent on when they submit their
application. Applicants must submit their application on the last early bird
date or earlier in order to qualify for the early bird fee. Additionally, their
submission will not be considered complete until both application and fee
are received.
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3. I didn’t hear about the competition until the day before the application deadline.
Can | still apply and pay the early bird application fee?

a. You can still apply as long as the application period is open, however the
audition fee is based on the date you submit your application, so if you are
submitting the day before the deadline then you are not eligible for the
early bird fee. We are sorry you didn’t hear about us sooner, but we
encourage you to participate if you are able and will welcome your
application next year regardless.

4. Due to financial or other constraints, | cannot afford to pay the application fee.
Are there any alternatives that will allow me to participate in the competition?

a. Yes! Limited assistance is available for applicants with financial need each
year. To be considered, please email a short essay (minimum 500 words)
based on the prompt below to youngartists@socalphil.org no later than
September 15th with “YA Financial Assistance’ in the subject line. Please
be honest and thoughtful. We understand that circumstances vary widely,
and we review each request individually with care and respect. We may
contact you for additional information or to discuss your application further.

b. In your essay, please tell us the following:
i.  Why do you love your instrument? What does music mean to you?

i.  What do you hope to gain from participating in the Young Artists
Competition and, if selected, performing with the Southern
California Philharmonic?

iii. If you are able to share, why are you seeking financial assistance
for the application fee?

Competition Results & Performances
1. When will | hear back on my application?

a. See the Young Artists page for the list of important dates which includes
the date that all applicants will be notified of the results of the first audition
round. Generally, first-round (video) competitors will be notified three
weeks from the closing of the application period, and second-round
(in-person) competitors will be notified three weeks from the audition date.

Version 08/13/2025 6of7


mailto:youngartists@socalphil.org
https://www.socalphil.org/young-artists

OUTHERN
ALIFORNIA
HARMONIC

2. How many winners are there?

a. There will be nine total winners. For each musical category (Instrumental,
Vocal, and Piano), a winner in each age category will be selected: Prodigy
(13 & under), Artiste (14-17), and Virtuoso (18-23).

3. If I win, which dates am | expected to commit to?

a. See the Young Artists page for the list of concert dates you must perform
at if you are selected for 1st place. All winners are required to attend the
three Monday night rehearsals prior to their performances! In May there
may be a Tuesday night rehearsal because SCP typically does not
rehearse on Memorial Day.

If you still have questions after reading these FAQs, please contact us
at youngartists@socalphil.org so we can help!
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