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WHAT IS APOLOGETICS?

Greek word: Apologia 

Definition: To give an answer or reasonable defense.

Christian Apologetics is being able to give a reasonable 
defense of what you believe about the Bible/God Head/True 
Biblical Christianity against those who disagree (other 
beliefs, religions, opinions, etc)  by using logic and reason 
from a Biblical Worldview in a winsome and effective 
manner. 



WHAT IS APOLOGETICS?

TWO PARTS
1. Knowing what you believe and why 

you believe it
2. THEN, communicating that with 

others



MAIN BIBLICAL PROOF FOR APOLOGETICS

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to 
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for 

the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and fear 
1 Peter 3:15 (LSB)

(Here we see the 2 parts – Having information and communicating it.)

Other examples of the word apologia in scripture: 

Acts 22:1; Acts 25:16; 1 Corinthians 9:3; 2 Cor 7:11; Phil 1:7; Phil 1:16; 2 Tim 4:16



PRIMARILY USING
THE BIBLE → GOD’S WORD

 “THEOLOGY”= The study of the nature of God and religious truth; rational inquiry 
into religious questions. A system or school of opinions concerning God and 

religious questions.

 “RELIGION”= A set of beliefs. The service and worship of God.

SECONDARILY USING:
History    |    Science    |    Philosophy    |     Physics         

Cosmology    |    Archeology



BIBLICAL EXAMPLES FOR APOLOGETICS

1 Peter 3:15-16
Calling for Christians to be ready to give a defense under the persecution 
of Christians in Asia Minor by the Roman Empire. 

Acts 17 and 18
Bereans/Paul reasoning with others and some were persuaded.

Acts 6: 8-10
Stephen (1st Martyr) argued, and others were unable to cope with his 
arguments, by the wisdom and spirit by which he was speaking. 



BIBLICAL EXAMPLES FOR APOLOGETICS

Matthew 28:18-20
We are commanded to make disciples. “learners”

Prov 1:5; Hosea 4:1, 6; 2 Peter 2:1; Phil 1:9; 2 Cor 10:4-5; Prov 15:4; Prov 1:9
Actively seek knowledge. 

Jude
Contend for the faith! Attack false views/teachers. WAR – BATTLE to win others.

Titus 1:9-16
Qualification for Elders, leaders must be able to refute opposition to sound 
doctrine. 



BIBLICAL EXAMPLES FOR APOLOGETICS

2 Timothy 4:1-8 

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the 
living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom:  Preach the word! Be ready in 
season and out of season. Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teaching.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but 
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for 
themselves teachers;  and they will turn their ears away from the truth and be 
turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being poured out as a 
drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that 
Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.



REPROVE: 
Convict, expose; to show to be guilty. Convince with compelling 
evidence. Generally, with a suggestion of the shame of the person 
convicted. Tell a fault; treat with contempt. 

REBUKE: 
Warn, chide, admonish with due measure; assign value as is fitting to the 
situation, building on the situation to correct. To warn by instructing. 
Sharply criticize. An expression of strong disapproval. 

EXHORT: 
To call one to something – summon, urge strongly. Give warnings or 
advice, urgent appeals. Also, to encourage, admonish, comfort, console. 



BIBLICAL EXAMPLES FOR APOLOGETICS

2 Corinthians 10:4-5
Part of Spiritual Warfare – The MIND needs to be based in truth to fight evil.
Phrases used in this passage: Arguments, every lofty opinion, knowledge, every 
thought captive.

 

Mark 12:30
Call to evangelism and worship. – Reach others with the truth of Christ and 
ensure our time is spent glorifying Christ the Lord with our entire being 
(including our minds), and to be diligent to show yourself approved, 
accurately handling the Word of Truth. 2 Tim 2:15



WHO CAN DO CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS?

All True Genuine Believers: Have a good understanding 
of true Biblical Christianity – don’t want to spread untrue 
information or confuse others even more. 

NOT JUST for the elite super-apologists or theologians 
or pastors; All true Christians are apologists by default.

 If you can’t control your own rude response…you’re not 
ready. 



“We all blow it from time to time. When 
we do, we should admit our error, repent, 

and move forward. But there’s a 
difference between occasionally messing 

up with unbelievers and repeatedly 
attacking and badgering them.”



WHY DO WE STUDY AND PRACTICE APOLOGETICS?

 To be able to help people think logically about why the God Head/Christianity is 
real - and the Bible is true. Some people believe the Bible is just a fairytale, just a 
book about made up stories. WE WANT PEOPLE TO BELIEVE – TO BE SAVED!

 Attacks on inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture everywhere – all misconceptions 
go back to people not believing everything in the Bible is true. 

 There are so many false religions! Many false teachers in the name of Christianity 
present a false Jesus.  (Galatians; all books In NT except for Philemon combat 
false teaching in some way)

 The internet is FULL of every argument against Christianity; we need to fight 
against it. – Telling someone to “just have faith” or “invite Jesus into your heart” 
will not win a logical argument or prove that Christianity is only true religion. 



COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

 “It’s not really that important.”  Some use 1 Cor 8:1 as an argument to say it’s 
not important; “knowledge puffs up, but love builds up” CONTEXT shows us 
that this verse is about food sacrificed to idols, meaning: Show love to those 
with a weaker conscience.  

 Not an apology. We are not apologizing for what we believe – remember it is 
taken from the Greek word apologia, which means…giving a defense.

 Not angry debates:  Should be a loving conversation. 

 Not an overly theological discussion that you shouldn’t have any part of. – It 
can be theological in nature but doesn’t have to be – just a conversation about 
the truth of the Bible and what we believe and know about Christ. 



WHAT NOT DO TO!

 Do not argue for the sake of arguing! Win the person, not the argument. 
The main objective should be to provide a reason for our hope, and our 
hope is Christ alone. | 1 Tim 6:3-5

 However, understand that it is not US that saves – only GOD can save, but 
we can be obedient by sharing what we know in a loving way. God saves 
others through the hearing of the Word. |  Rom 10:17

 Do not be proud or have a pompous attitude. 
Proudness can come out easily when trying to show you are right and 
“they” are wrong. Treat others with respect, gentleness, kindness, mercy 
and love. Knowledge must be exercised with love, not be a stumbling block 
to others. Sharing apologetics/logic/reason with others should be a 
humbling experience.  | James 4:6 and Galatians 5:22-23



• Do not focus more on Apologetics or knowing more about other 

religions rather than knowing God for yourself and studying/reading 

scripture. We do not have to defend what we do not believe. 

• Do not have over-focus on only intellectual side or only emotional side 

– Have a healthy balance. 

• Do not ONLY use your testimony to witness to others – Mormons or 

Jehovah’s Witness or any other religion can use their EXPERIENCE to try 

and “prove” that their way is true. We must also explain the Gospel of 

Jesus - use your testimony as a beginning point. 

• Apologetics can sometimes cause division – so be sure to be truly 

loving. But, truth in love is more important than no truth at all. Be a 

loving but strong immovable force – “ velvet covered brick” 



HOW TO PRACTICE APOLOGETICS

Know the Bible for yourself!!! 
There’s no better defense than the Word of God + Prayer for the 
Lord’s help and guidance. Pray for the lost that God may change 
their hearts. Study and learn the Bible using proper techniques. 

Know how to explain the Gospel. What makes the good news of 
the gospel good?  What’s the bad news?

Learn humility and patience. Especially if engaging in 
arguments online,  Social Media = yikes!!



HOW TO PRACTICE APOLOGETICS

 Become familiar with different religions – you do not have to be a pro – 
just familiarize yourself with most common objections to Christianity so 
you understand what you’re refuting.

 Understand that all false religions usually start based on a supernatural 
experience or “revelation” that can’t be tested as part of reality. 
Christianity is based on an actual historical event being true (Resurrection 
of Jesus) and was recorded and referenced in other historical 
documentation.

 Understanding and being able to explain to others the difference in 
Objective truth and Subjective truth.



• OBJECTIVE: Something that is true for everyone, whether they agree 

with it or not; regardless of their beliefs, culture, or religion. Objective 

truth is based on the facts of the world around us, not on our opinions 

or preferences. A correspondence with reality – factual statement. 

Objective truth is always true, even if we stop believing it or stop 

existing. Example: Fire is hot. 

• SUBJECTIVE: The opinion of one person. There is no way to measure a 

statement against reality; it cannot be evaluated apart from the 

opinions of other people. Others will either support or oppose the 

statement depending solely on their own, equally subjective opinions. 
Example: The perfect steak is a grass-fed ribeye cooked to medium doneness.  



HOW TO PRACTICE APOLOGETICS

 Know how to discern truth from lies. “to distinguish, to separate out by diligent 
search, to examine.” To know what’s right from what’s almost right. |  Psalm 119:125

 If you can’t refute their side of the argument – be humble enough to say, “I don’t 
know, let me get back to you on that” – THEN, actually follow up with them. 

 How to have an intellectual conversation with anybody – you can ask 2 questions:
1. What do you mean by that? Define terms. Make others explain what they mean. 
2. How do you come to that conclusion? 

 Have a Basic understanding of “Essential Doctrines” – There are also Secondary and 
Tertiary (third level) issues where not all Christian denominations believe the same. 
Examples: baptism, tithing, end-times beliefs (Eschatology), Spiritual Gifts, Structure 
of Church, differences in Christian denominations. Don’t have to believe exactly the 
same on those, but on the essentials, we have to agree. 



ESSENTIAL CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES

THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE
God’s Word is authoritative, which is another way of saying that the Bible is God’s 

inspired, infallible, and inerrant Word. It’s the ultimate source for knowledge about 

God, as well as the definitive guide for our daily lives.

MAN, GOD’S IMAGE, AND THE FALL
Man is a physical and spiritual being who is created in God’s image. But because of 

Adam’s sin, man has lost his fellowship with God. The extent of sin is so great that 

its effects permeate every part of life on earth. 



ESSENTIAL CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES

MONOTHEISM – NATURE OF GOD – TRINITY 
• God exists as One God, but three distinct Persons
• God is self-existent, eternal, unchanging, omnipotent, omnipresent, 

holy, righteous, and loving
• God created the universe from nothing, and He rules over His 

creation sovereignly
• Father is the Creator and the Giver of Life.
• Son is Redeemer.
• Spirit is the power for salvation and for sanctification.



ESSENTIAL CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES

PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST 
• Virgin born 

• That He is fully God and fully man 

• That He lived a sinless life 

• That He died a substitutionary death 

• That He physically rose from the dead, accomplished our redemption. 

• That He ascended into Heaven and That He reigns there

• That He will return again to judge the world and deliver His people. 



ESSENTIAL CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES

SALVATION

Salvation comes by faith alone in Christ by grace, not by works. 

Faith in Christ is the only means by which mankind can escape 

eternal damnation and judgement. 



VIDEO FROM APOLOGIA STUDIOS

If time, show part of this video for example of a loving apologetic-type conversation:

Christian Pastor, Jeff Durbin vs. Jehovah’s Witness| 30 Minutes

https://youtu.be/sJG1Ahziptc?si=OPv8_jfpxhe9_0to

https://youtu.be/sJG1Ahziptc?si=OPv8_jfpxhe9_0to


RESOURCES:
 Dr. Kevin Lewis Discusses Essential Christian Doctrine & Apologetics

 Apologetics 101 - Alisa Childers Podcast

 8 Tips to Study Apologetics - Alisa Childers-Cross Examined

 3 Apologetics Strategies From the Book of Acts - Alisa Childers I Blog

 How to Defend Your Faith w/ Dr. Frank Turek | Apologetics 101 - Allen Parr

 What is objective truth? | GotQuestions.org

 What are the essentials of the Christian faith? | GotQuestions.org

 How ought we practice apologetics with unbelievers? (carm.org)

 Josephus and Jesus - Apologetics (namb.net)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvw1cjzlqYU&list=PLJChjiohc5UL-PB_WKqV7ZvyAFDmeL2Du&index=19&pp=gAQBiAQB
https://youtu.be/srBQQR_bYuU
https://youtu.be/HyWlCbBEBeA
https://www.alisachildersblog.com/blog/3-apologetics-strategies-from-the-book-of-acts
https://www.youtube.com/live/anH0396d7g4?feature=share
https://www.gotquestions.org/objective-truth.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/essentials-Christian-faith.html
https://carm.org/defending-the-faith/how-ought-we-pracitice-apologetics-with-unbelievers/
https://www.namb.net/apologetics/resource/josephus-and-jesus/
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