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From the Pastor’s Desk:
What It Takes To Be a Disciple

In the cycle of the 
church year, we are 
entering the “Time After 
Pentecost”.  Pentecost 
is the celebration of the 
giving of the Holy Spirit.  
The Holy Spirit not only 
supports us but calls us 
into God’s mission in the 
world as disciples.  The 
season “After Pentecost”, 
which lasts clear through 
Reformation Sunday 
at the end of October, 
is focused on how we 
become disciples.

How is Discipleship 
different from Membership?

I was reading up on this topic when I came across a 
concisely written blog in www.discipleship.org about 
the differences in discipleship and membership.  I think 
it would be worth considering as we move forward in 
rebuilding our faith community into a healthy and 
growing church. This is what I got from this blog: 

While discipleship and membership are not mutually 
exclusive, they both signify two distinct experiences.  
Church membership suggests a sense of community 
and belonging, but discipleship communicates a sense 
of mission and purpose.

Good church members could be defined as those 
who:

•Attend regularly
•Serve in some capacity
•Give consistently and sacrificially
•Committed to lead

A person could do all these things and still not 
be living as a disciple of Jesus.  A disciple does the 
same things as a good church member – they serve, 
they attend, they give.  However, a disciple of Jesus 
allows themselves to be transformed by God’s Spirit 
to live more like Jesus.  Those things members do are 
secondary to a disciple’s life in Christ, not primary.  
Serving, attending, giving flow out of their discipleship 
to Jesus, not their commitment to a church.

Growing disciples could be defined as those who:
•Arrange their life to be with Jesus.
•Intentionally pursue the character of Jesus.

•Increasingly love what 
and whom Jesus loves.

•Are committed to the 
mission of Jesus because of 
their devotion to Jesus.

Becoming disciples 
reorients what we prioritize, 
what we measure, and 
what we celebrate.  Making 
good church members 
often puts the organization 
first – its growth, its 
financial health, its size.  It 
emphasizes and celebrates 
what all organizations do 
- the number of people the 
organization has involved 

and how much they give in dues.  The goal is to help 
the organization flourish, and people are called and 
celebrated when they participate in accomplishing this 
goal.

Making and growing disciples has a different focus.  
The people move to the fore, and the organization 
exists to grow the people and enable the people to 
flourish.  When growing disciples becomes the focus, 
the questions then become:

•How can we help people order their everyday lives
  around Jesus?
•How can we intentionally guide people toward
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  becoming like Jesus from the inside out?
•How does transformation happen and are 
  our programs and events actually facilitating 
  transformation?
•How can we resource people to live as disciples
  who make disciples?

The goal is no longer about growing the numbers 
of the church or increasing giving.  The goal becomes 
about growing great humans – humans who are 
intentionally and increasingly moving along a path 
toward becoming like Jesus.

A great example I heard recently of being 
transformed from member to disciple was from Mark 
Einsig.  He was helping one of our food clients recently 
and thought to himself, “They have no idea why we 
are doing this or where this food really comes from.”  
After being thanked by the client for Mark’s work, 
he said to them, “Don’t thank me!  Thank God who 
provides all this extra food.”  His emphasis was not on 
being a good member and being recognized for ‘doing 
a job’; his focus was on God’s kingdom and helping 
the client make the connection between the food they 
were getting and our loving, giving, gracious God, 
who provides.  In that instance, Mark not only grew in 
discipleship, but he is doing what we are all called to 
do - make disciples by pointing out the connections in 
this world to God, our creator, our redeemer, and our 
sustainer.  Accolades to Mark for allowing God’s Spirit 
to work in him and to transform him into a disciple.  

This transformation and discovery into disciples and 
discipleship are what we are entering into with Rev. 
Dave Daubert, our consultant.  It is not about becoming 
better members.  We already are.  It is about allowing 
ourselves to become disciples and focusing on how we 
lead others to become disciples of Jesus Christ.  We will 
be doing a lot of listening to the Spirit and praying as 
we ask God to make us become better disciples and 
move our focus from the organization of the church to 
God’s people.  Together, let’s ask God to reveal to us 
the answers to “Why do we exist in this place?” and 
“How do we grow in discipleship to lead others to 
flourish in faith?” 

 
On behalf of the Rebuild 2.0 team and myself, I invite 

every one of us to enter into this journey with Rev. Dave 
Daubert and the Rebuild 2.0 team which we will kick 
off on Sunday, June 9thduring worship.  Please invite 
those who haven’t been to worship in a while to come 
along and be a part of this wonderful opportunity as 
we open ourselves to the presence of God’s Spirit, who 
works in us in transforming us into faithful disciples.

May we all have a blessed and faith-filled start to 
summer.

Fondly, Your Sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie 

Council Meeting minutes for April (Edited for space 
considerations)

REPORTS
Pastor Debbie reported on the success of the joint 

Lenten services with St John's UCC and the Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday services. 

Treasurer: Scott reported that the Lock funds have 
been received in the amount of $281,080.88. A Merrill 
Lynch account was opened to temporarily house the 
funds until a permanent investment is made. President 
Joe publicly thanked Dee for helping to keep finances 
current due to the passing of our accountant Bill 
Fordney. 

Mission & Discipleship: Kristine reported on a candy 
sale that netted the committee in excess of $200 in profit.  
The supplies were donated by a member.  Upcoming 
community/fundraiser events are Building Bridges 
for Brianna on June 22, 2 York Revolution games (One 
on June 27 and one on August 10), and the Red Lion 
Street Fair on August 10. Volunteers are needed for all 
events.  The committee also replenished the bags that 
are given to visitors. 

Music & Worship: Amy reported on the upcoming 
Red Lion/Felton Band concert to be held on July 14. An 
ice cream social will follow. Mother's Day honorariums 
and memorials will once again be compiled into a 
booklet at the cost of $1 per name. Proceeds to benefit 
various church projects. The same will be offered for 
Father's Day. 

Parish Ed: Kristine reported on upcoming Discovery 
& Connection sessions. Dylan Rexroth will host a 
presentation on the homeless situation in America 
on April 28. The Wired Word series will complete 
April and will continue in May. Memorial Day will be 
remembered and honored on May30.

ReBuild 2.0:  President Joe outlined the Dave Daubert 
consultation process and the anticipated timeline.  A 
lengthy discussion was held about how the process 
will be introduced to the congregation. The fee is 
$3,000 paid by Grace and travel and housing expenses 
will be paid by the Lower Susquehanna Synod. 

NEW BUSINESS
Scott reported that we served 141 families with a total 

of 388 individuals who enjoyed Easter Dinner provided 
by the Food Pantry during the Easter distribution. The 
number of families in need is once again growing. 

The status of the hearing-impaired aid was reported 
upon by Joe and Scott. 

Finance: Permission was granted for Dee to hire ARS 

(continued from page 1)
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Discovery and Connecting sessions 
are meeting in the Welcome Center 
from 10 - 10:30 a.m. following our 
church service. Everyone is invited 
to share in the lessons that are 
presented. For our Summer series we 
will be using a DVD called Walking 
the Bible. It is Bruce Feile’s journey 
by foot, rowboat, and camel through 

the first five books of the Bible. From crossing the Red 
Sea to climbing Mt. Sinai, viewers will experience new 
insight into the roots of our common faith.  Here is a 
list of the lessons for June: 

June 2     The Journey Begins  
June 9     In Search of Noah’s Ark 
June 16   Father’s Day Fellowship with refreshments  
June 23   Church Picnic 
June 30   Abraham God’s New Partner
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What’s in the display case?

discovery and Connection 
schedule

accounting to replace Bill Fordney at a cost of $710 
per month. The motion passed unanimously with the 
exception of Dee's abstention. 

Facilities: Pastor Debbie mentioned that a neighbor 
offered to sell his property to us. There was no interest 
in considering the offer.  Kristine shared the status of 
the kitchen painting. An entire day was donated by 
Giant Foods employees on April 10.   They will finish 
the project early in May.

Kristine reviewed the benefits and responsibilities 
that come with our partnership with Community Aid. 

Dee asked the council to consider keeping some of 
the Lock funds as a cushion in the checking account. 
This is necessary due to the ongoing monthly deficit 
and the usual drop in contributions in the summer. 
Council approved the use of $30,000 of the Lock funds. 

Dee asked permission to add an existing laptop to the 
MBIT contract at a cost of $67 per month.  The laptop 
will be used exclusively for the taking of minutes and 
Power Church software for remote use. Kristine made 
a motion to approve with a second by Suzane. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

Chris asked for an update on when the Lock funds 
reinvestment will be finalized and how that will be 
done. The motion to table the discussion due to the late 
hour was made by Scott with a second by Kristine. The 
motion passed.

(continued from page 2)

Our showcase for June honors those 
people who have graduated within the 
last year from high school, college or trade 
school.  We also honor a student who has 
completed studies with our minister and is 
now a confirmed member of our church.  
Well done, people! Recognition Sunday is 
June 9 for the graduates and confirmand.

Those who have given us a photo and 
information are shown in the month of 

June – Congratulations!  Here is the List of graduates:

High School
Madelyn Murphy

Parents: Brandon and Samantha Murphy
Grandparents: Greg and Kathy Murphy
Great-grandmother: Janet Murphy
School: Highland Regional High School, New Jersey
Future Plans: Attend Rider University, New Jersey

Colleges & Universities
Adam C. Golden

Parents: Kurt and Tammy Golden
School: Temple University
Future Plans: Working at Temple Hospital and doing
some research

Taylor Jones
   Parent: Thalia Jones (deceased)
   School: Penn State University, Master’s Degree
   Future Plans: Working in the Health Area

 Dylan Rexroth
Parents: Kristi and Daniel Rexroth
School: George Washington University, Master of 
Public Administration/Graduate Certificate in
Budget and Public Finance
Future Plans: Economic Development Analyst 
for Pennsylvania Department of Community &
Economic Development

Abigail Snyder
Parents: Kenneth and Karen Turner
School: Penn State University, Bachelor of Science in
Psychology
Future Plans: Master’s Degree

Confirmand                   
Elaina Faye Rudolf

Parents: Jennifer and Germar Rudolf
Grandparents: Geri and Richard Jacobs
(Affirmation of Faith: May 19, 2024)



Summer Time at Grace!
Special Council Meeting 

Held on April 21
President Joe explained the consideration to have 

one joint service for the summer months. (See last 
month’s The Beacon for the details). He explained the 
reason behind the idea and asked us for our thoughts. 
Much discussion was held about the benefits of doing 
so and how the congregation would feel about one 
service. Beth made a motion to have one service during 
the months of June, July and August. The second was 
made by Kristine. The motion passed with 7 ayes and 
2 nays.  

Now that the Summer schedule is planned, this page 
has all the details.

Summer Community Outreach
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June’s read is Amazing Grace 
Adams by Fran Littlewood.  
Goodreads.com has this to say 
about the book:

Bernadette, Eleanor Oliphant, 
Rosie, Ove . . . meet Amazing 
Grace Adams, the funny, touching, 

unforgettable story of an invisible everywoman pushed 
to the brink―who finally pushes back.

Grace Adams gave birth, blinked, and now suddenly 
she is forty-five, perimenopausal and stalled―the 
unhappiest age you can be, according to the Guardian 
. And today she’s really losing it. Stuck in traffic, 
she finally has had enough. To the astonishment of 
everyone, Grace gets out of her car and simply walks 
away.

Grace sets off across London, armed with a £200 
cake, to win back her estranged teenage daughter on 
her sixteenth birthday. Because today is the day she’ll 
remind her daughter that no matter how far we fall, we 
can always get back up again. Because Grace Adams 
used to be amazing. Her husband thought so. Her 
daughter thought so. Even Grace 
thought so. But everyone seems 
to have forgotten. Grace is about 
to remind them . . . and, most 
important, remind herself.

If you want to join the group, we 
are meeting on June 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Welcome Center.  We get 
free copies of each book we read 
from the York County Library 
System.  See Geri Jacobs or Jen 
Rudolf to get a copy to read.
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Book Club

Lutheran Camping 

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

The Lutheran Camps are in 
full swing with summer camp 
AND they have other events 
as well going on year-round.  
For more information, visit the 
Lutheran Camping website at:  
www.lutherancamping.org.  
Here are the offerings in June:

Dinner Church, June 2 at 5:00 p.m. at the Wittel Farm.  
Dinner Church is a community gathered around a 
shared meal to listen, connect, sing, pray, eat, drink, 
and be with God in creation. Bring some food to share.

Summer Eco-Education Days, June 8, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00  
p.m. at The Wittel Farm.  We will explore the practices 
and benefits of ecological farming. Lunch included in 
the $10 registration fee.

The Graceful Women are 
meeting on June 6 at 7 p.m. for 

fellowship and planning.  

Kassidy & Kaydence Maloney and Christopher Hanzlik

As you can see, volunteering is easy and fun!  Talk 
to Joe or Scott if you want to give it try!

New Technicians at services
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erma’s inspirations
This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim.  She has a 

life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and has a 
large collection from various sources.  Currently, The Beacon is 
working through a book owned by Erma entitled:  “Between-Time 
Meditations” by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany 
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954

Did you say volunteer?
L- Listed  
O- Opportunities  
V- Volunteers  
E- Enjoy

    The Month of June will be busy with opportunities 
for volunteers to help the church grow and celebrate.  We 
will be having our annual Father’s Day Celebration on 
June 16 with Dads bringing pictures and memorabilia 
as well as written messages for all to read.  The annual 
Community Yard Sale will be on June 14 and 15 on 
our church lawn.  We will need many volunteers to 
help with the activity.  There are sign-up sheets in the 
Welcome Center for your signatures.  There are plans 
to have a blood drive at our church on June 24 that will 
include members and community members as well.  

Finally, there is a food distribution on the 10th of 
June and we will definitely need volunteers during the 
weeks before that to help set up the social room for the 
clothing give-away.  You might be contacted by Linda 
Dennish, Barb Taute 
or Ellen Warntz to 
come to help with 
the part of our out-
reach.  If you have 
never experienced 
this activity, be 
prepared for an 
awesome time of fun 
and fellowship.

Why?
I don’t discern divinity

Or translate things divine.
But there’s a voice that speaks to me

And says, “O child, you’re mine.”

Nor am I versed in languages
Of lands across the sea.

Yet every nation seems a part
Of one fraternity.

If hate and bloodshed rightly say
That man’s of little worth,

Why then did God first put us here
To live on this, his earth?

Oh, man is made for brotherhood
For love and work and play

And service to our fellow-man
And worship day by day.

Rebuild Update
Dear Congregation of Grace Lutheran,

We are now entering phase 2 of rebuild (Known now 
as Rebuild 2.0).  We have engaged an outside consultant, 
Rev. David Daubert. He will be training the rebuild 
committee on how to conduct interviews, surveys 
and other items that the team will be conducting.  He 
also will lead the congregation as a whole through a 
thoughtful process to determine our next steps moving 
forward.  

We have a dedicated team to help lead us through 
the process but will need each and everyone of you 
to engage and be part of the process.  We want your 
opinions to help us form Grace’s future.  Please plan 
to attend the service on June 9 at 9:00 a.m.  We will be 
presenting a video introduction from Dave Daubert, 
which will lay the foundation as we move forward.  
Our goal is to have this process completed as quickly 
as possible with a deadline of the Christmas holidays.

Thank you in advance for your support and most 
importantly your participation,

Joe Turek



VBS will be held on Sunday July 14 through Thursday 
July 18 at St. John’s UCC, the theme is ‘Start the Party.’ 
The kids will be learning and celebrating Jesus with a 
80’s neon party theme. We are looking for volunteers 
to help each night, and also looking for donations to 
help with supplies. We are looking for Amazon and 
Michael’s gift cards for craft supplies and decorations.  
If you are interested in helping please reach out to 
Kristine Cousler-Womack. 

Summer Community 
Outreach

We have an exciting 
summer planned with 
lots of opportunities to 
show the community 
who we are, and 
welcome them to join 
us. We are looking for 
volunteers to help at the 
booths to interact with 
people and share the 
good news about our 
church.

June 22 - Building Bridges for Briana Festival at 
     Dallastown Community Park 12 - 6:00 p.m.
June 27- Blood Drive at the Church from 9:00 a.m. - 
     2:00 p.m.
June 27 - York Revolution 5:30 - 9:00 p.m. Tabling
     during the game
August 10 - Red Lion Street Fair 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
August 10 - York Revolution 4:30 - 9:00 p.m. Tabling
     during the game

If you are interested in helping at one of the events 
please reach out to Kristine at: EventsatGrace220@
gmail.com

Kitchen Update
We have some exciting news to share with you! Thanks to employees from the Shrewsbury Giant who 

volunteered their time and energy our kitchen has had a much needed update. If you haven’t checked out the 
kitchen recently, make sure to stop by and check out the new colors.  The volunteers from Giant spent two days, 
one in April and one in May, taping and painting the kitchen. Over the summer they will be helping us paint and 
update some of the classrooms that the Girl Scouts use upstairs.

before after
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Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
June’s flowers:

July’s flowers:

8

Wedding Anniversaries

June Celebrations

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Birthdays

Pastoral Acts

15-Amy & Brook Shoffner
18-Larry & Beaté Ervin
21-Joe & Priscilla Turek
24-Rae & Jeanne Williams
28-Steven & Ellyn Gross
29-Allen & Judy Dellinger

3-Samuel Laucks II
3-Akyla Osterhaus
4-Dennis Walters
5-Randy Arnold
5-Jeremy Pressel
6-Chad Coeyman
6-Joseph Laucks
8-Tristan Mummert
8-Cara Warntz
9- Riley Bowles
10-Molly Crawford

02 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
       Jacobs family
     - Dawn, we think about you and miss 
       you every day. You will always be in 
       our hearts. Wanda & Diana
09 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
       Jacobs family
16 - In memory of Sallie & Ammon Kinard 
       by Erma Grim
23 - To the glory of God (still available for
       sponsorship) *
30 - To the glory of God (still available for 
       sponsorship) *
*See Karen Turner or contact the church 
office if you would like to sponsor the 
flowers for these weeks.

07- In memory of Mr & Mrs Preston Smith
      & Elden L. Sprenkle by Andrea 
      Sprenkle
14- In memory of Clark Jacobs by the 
      Family
21- In memory of Glenn & Edward  
      Hartman by the Hartman Family
      Also In memory of Mr & Mrs Spurgeon
      Coeyman by Mr & Mrs Coeyman & 
      Family
28- PICNIC (flowers presented by God)

Visitations
1 Hospital Visit
2 Home Visits

New Members
May 19 - Confirmation of Elaina Rudolf & five new 
members welcomed

Community Engagement & Education
South York Spring Assembly Meeting
ULS Convocation - Continuing Ed
ROARS meeting at the Kaltreider-Benfer Library
Women, Faith, and Sexism study

10-Suzane Yendall
13-Helen Laughman
14-Malissa Smith
15-Ben Wagner	
16-Jenah Dellinger-Eaton
16- Debbie Mahady
17-Sandra Fishel
21-Will Bennett	
27-Heather Manahan
28-Jackie Fales
30-Leif Ericson

FATHER’S DAY HONORS
Father's Day booklet names are due by June 2. There 

will be a blue box on the table in front of the couch in 
the Welcome Center until June 2 for your entries. Please 
make sure they are put in the blue box only. Each name 
will be $1.00, and the money will be going towards the 
new standard-size toilet in the old nursery.  For any 
questions, please see Amy Hartman. Blessings to all 
of our Father’s and Father figures in our lives, both 
present and in tribute.
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