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WELCOME AND JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRELUDE Quelle est cette odeur agréable?
(What is this lovely fragrance?) arr Lau

COMING OF THE LIGHT
Please use this time for silent meditation before worship.
During the service, the people will make the responses
in the bold print.



GATHERING
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him.
The Light has come into the world, and those who seek
what is true come to the Light.
The child to be born will be holy; he will be called the
Son of God.
The heart of God overflows from heaven to earth.
The Kingdom of God is at hand. Come, holy Jesus.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING Eric and Linda Johnson
Loving God, thank you for expressing your love
through the life of Jesus, through our lives, and the lives
of those around us. Help us to remember that your love
will never end. Amen.

HYMN 7 “0 Come, Little Children”
(Christmas Songbook)
All who are able may stand for the hymn and prayer that follows.

RITE OF RECONCILIATION

The wonder and beauty of Christmas seem so fleeting in our lives.
Let us confess our inability to fully receive and live out the spirit
of Christmas. Please join me in the prayer of confession:

Holy God, who could be against Good News? Yet, struggle and
sadness fill our eyes and beyond. Who could be against
binding up the broken hearted, yet we break more than we
heal. Forgive us, we pray. Help us to serve your loving will; in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Is God unreachable? God came to us in human form, out of love.

Is God uncaring? Jesus lived a life of compassion for all people,

with a love that had, that has, no limit. Friends, turn to God and

find an outstretched hand of hope. Praise be to God. Amen.
Please be seated.
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SPECIAL MUSIC “Wexford Carol” arr DeCesare
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of compassion, how grateful we are to hear your Good News
in scripture, telling us of hope and salvation. Bless us in the
hearing of your Word, we pray. By your grace, may your words
reach us in heart, mind, and spirit. Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Romans 1:1-7
Salutation Pew Bibles, Page 152

A LESSON FROM PSALM 80:1-4, 17-19
We will read the psalm responsively,

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a
flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manaseh. Stir up your
might, and come to save us!

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be
saved.

O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your
people’s prayers?

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the
one whom you made strong for yourself.

Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we
will call on your name.

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that
we may be saved.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 1:18-25
The Birth of Jesus the Messiah Pew Bibles, Page 1

SERMON “Angels, Dreams, and Miracles” Pastor Doug Hanson

HYMN 105 “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear”
After the Hymn, please be seated.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR Using “debts . . debtors.”
GIVING AND RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY “The Father’s Love Blooming” arr Schram

PRESENTATION
All may stand as the offering is presented
and remain standing for the prayer, hymn and blessing that follow.

SONG OF PRAISE 780 OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

In your love, O God, you came to us, not in strength, but as a
child. You came to us in Christ, entering our world of
darkness, and so we gratefully offer our gifts. Bless our gifts,
we pray, and bless us, that we may serve you in the light and in
the shadows, in the joys and in the sorrows of this world.

Amen.

HYMN 2 The First Noel
(Christmas Songbook)

BENEDICTION

After the Blessing, all may be seated until the postlude begins.
TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD

POSTLUDE “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” arr Helman
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TODAY’S WORSHIP

THE MESSAGE is brought to us by Pastor Doug Hanson
THE ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR is Kat Bowman
THE LECTOR today is Grace Merryman

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Joyce
Rosen, in memory of Marvin Rosen, my loving husband

THE SOCIAL HOUR today is hosted by Barb McCabe and Scott
Raichle

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP HELPERS: Please take a look at the sign up sheets
posted in Fellowship Hall to see where you may be able to help.
We would love to be able to start filling the early months of 2026.
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered!

SANTA FRED: Santa Fred and helpers will be sitting at the
church entrance each Sunday leading up to Christmas. They will
be collecting monetary donations to help St. Mary’s Shelter.

You can give to the church by scanning
the QR code here:
All online giving will be designated on
your giving statements. Thank you!




Christmas Eve

Wednesday, December 24"
5:00pm Family Service

9:00pm Candlelight Service of
Lessons




Our Prayer List

Andrea Lafleur

Angie Schlessman

Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother
Austin Myers

Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths

Barbara Shivers

Carol Meyer

Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins
Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson
Charles and Virginia Garber

Danielle Smith, friend of Sara Hackman

David Richman, friend of Grace Merryman

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner
Dr. Michael J. Ward

Ed McCarthy, friend of Sarah Hackman’s

Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley
Friends and family of Betty Booraem

Friends and family of Jason Cox, cousin of Kelly Martini
Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa

Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin
Jamie Glennon, friend of Eric Hanson

Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson

Jennifer Osborne

Jessica G., friend of Grace Merryman

Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother

John Pittock, friend of Grace Merryman

Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty

Kelly Maldonado friend of Maureen & Kenzie Wookey
Laura Dick

Laura S., friend of Grace Merryman

Linda Chernek, friend of Deb Wetty

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson

Mary Andersen, friend of the McCarthy

Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons

Penny, friend of Linda Johnson

Richard, friend of Dee McClimon

Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister

Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister

Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law

Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law
Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow

Tina Frick, friend of Sarah Hackman

Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley

Travis McClimon

Virginia Lawrence



www.StPetersPikeland.org
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