
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 30, 2024 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God in honor & memory of 
Louise Smith Kennington by Johnny, Charlotte, Scoot Kennington and family.

The artwork on the cover is “Encounter” by Adolf Hölzel.  
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58020

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Entrance & Praise

Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary When Morning Gilds the Skies Robert Lind

* Opening Hymn No. 117 ST. ANNEO God, Our Help in Ages Past

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

* Affirmation of Faith Meg McCluskeyThe Apostle’s Creed

Greeting & Call to Worship Meg McCluskey

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

Come and worship, all you who love and serve our God —  
who surrounds us with unfailing love,   
     and answers us when we call;  
who cares for the humble and lowly,  
     and never abandons those in need.  
This is our God, worthy of our worship and praise! 
-Taken from re:Worship

Children 5th grade and under are invited to leave for Godly Play at this time. 
Children may be picked up on the 2nd Floor in the Godly Play classroom after the service.



* Hymn AURELIAWe Seek a Mighty Nation (see insert)

Proclamation & Response

Water and wind raging ‘round me on every side, 
Sunlight is hidden as I fear the swelling tide. 
And even though nothing is heard but the threatening noise, 
Somehow the storm responds to a still, small voice. 
Who is this, that the wind and the waves obey? 
Who can speak with a voice of comfort and send the storm fleeting away? 

Anthem Who Is This?
Katie Trotter, Violin

Terre Johnson

* Gloria Patri GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; 

world without end. Amen.

Meg McCluskeyFirst Reading Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-16 (Pew Bible pg 951)

We are called to be active members of Christ’s body.
1 I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk in a manner worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: 4 there is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all.
11 He himself granted that some are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors 
and teachers 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature 
of Christ. 14 We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about 
by every wind of doctrine by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 
scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part 
is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.



Rev. Dr. Jay Harris* Second Reading 1 Samuel 8:4-10, 19-22 (Pew Bible pg 218)
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah 5 and said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow in your 
ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” 6 But 
the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” 
Samuel prayed to the Lord, 7 and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice 
of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but 
they have rejected me from being king over them. 8 Just as they have done 
to me from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me 
and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. 9 Now then, listen to 
their voice; only, you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of 
the king who shall reign over them.”
10 So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking 
him for a king.

Who is this that can turn my fear and dread into wonder and joy? 
Who protects through the storm? 
Jesus, my Lord.

We were excited and didn’t eat breakfast at all. 
We listened all day on the hillside, and we were enthralled! 
But he saw our hunger, and said that we all should be fed. 
Blessing one basket, there soon was enough to be shared. 
Who is this, that the thousands could share enough food? 
Who can bless one small and generous gift, and use it for everyone’s good? 
Who is this that can turn my hunger and need into plenty to share? 
Who is bread for the world? 
Jesus, my Lord.

Hunger and storms didn’t only occur long ago, 
And knowing these stories, I’m hungry and scared even so. 
But he offers me comfort and joy, abundance and care, 
Somehow my needs become blessings because he is there. 
Who is this, that would find me and make me his own? 
Who can take all my hunger and fear and show me I’m never alone. 
Who is this, that can create in me a person who’s willing share? 
Who protects through the storm? 
Who is bread for the world? 
Who is King of my heart? 
Jesus, my Lord. 
- Terre Johnson, based on Mark 4:35-41, 6:30-44



Offertory Adagio César Franck

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give or in the 
offering plate. 

* Doxology OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Closing Hymn No. 479 ABERYSTWYTHJesus, Lover of My Soul

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts

Sending Forth

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Rev. StoneMorning Prayer

Sermon Dr. Harris“Complacency or Calling”

19 But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! We 
are determined to have a king over us, 20 so that we also may be like other 
nations and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our 
battles.” 21 When Samuel heard all the words of the people, he repeated them 
in the ears of the Lord. 22 The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice and 
set a king over them.” Samuel then said to the Israelites, “Each of you return 
home.”

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



* Benediction & Sending Forth Dr. Harris

Closing Voluntary Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee David Cherwien

News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!

Wednesday Night Worship & Prayer | July 10 | 5:30 pm
Dinner at 5:30 & Programming at 6:00 | Join us for our monthly Wednesday night 
worship & prayer service. where we will spend time together in both musical 
worship and prayer as we explore diverse ways of praying. Please note that we are 
meeting on the second Wednesday of the month.

Office Closed | Thursday, July 4
The church office will be closed on Thursday, July 4 in observance of 
Independence Day. Regular office hours will resume Monday, July 8.

Macon Bacon Game - Family Ministries Fundraiser | July 19 | 7 PM
Let’s go, Bacon! Join us on July 19 for Hawaiian Night with the Macon Bacon 
baseball team! Each ticket includes free hamburgers, chips, and a drink. Tickets 
are $17 each, and for every ticket sold, the church will receive $5 back for our 
Family Ministries! Support our kids & youth while cheering on the Bacon!

Sign up at bit.ly/mul-bacon24.



719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Season of Ordinary Time

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

The season of Ordinary Time emphasizes 
the church living & witnessing in the world. 
The color of the paraments is green to 
represent the church’s growth & presence.

THE AINSWORTH CHOIR

REV. PAYTON STONE
Associate Pastor

REV. DR. JAY HARRIS
Senior Pastor

ELISA REECE
Director of Family Ministries

DR. TERRE JOHNSON
Director of Music

ZACHARY GOLDEN
Organist

MILLIE THOMPSON
Director of Communications
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