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Arizona’s cotton production faces significant challenges due to root rot diseases, record-breaking
heat stress and drought conditions. Research efforts by the Hu lab at the University of Arizona focus
on monitoring Fusarium Wilt race 4 (Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. vasinfectum Race 4; FOV4), seedling
and nematode diseases, and cotton root rot (CRR). 

To date, FOV4 has not been detected in any screening efforts by the Hu lab, but other seedling
diseases and nematodes have been detected in cotton producing fields. Black Root Rot
(Berkeleyomyces basicola) and Charcoal Rot (Macrophomina phaseolina) are the predominant
soilborne fungal diseases responsible for root rot, commonly found in high-salinity soils. Surveys also
have identified stunt and root-knot nematodes as the most prevalent in cotton producing fields.
Notably, Meloidogyne incognita exceeded economic thresholds in nearly 29% of collected soil
samples. Continued monitoring is underway to better understand placement of resistant varieties to
increase profitability.
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Of recent, grower concerns regarding the efficacy of Xyway fungicide for CRR have been increasing.
Increased efforts to better understand reduced efficacy of this fungicide have been the target of
research by Dr. Alex Hu (University of Arizona). CRR, caused by Phymatotrichopsis omnivora (PO),
has been on a steady rise in Arizona cotton fields over the past decade. In a study conducted by the
Hu lab, the soilborne pathogen PO was tested for resistance (or tolerance) to flutriafol, the active
ingredient in the Xyway and Topguard Terra fungicides. Isolates of the pathogen responsible for CRR
were collected from commercial fields in three 
counties in Arizona and were tested in the lab.
Results of these studies indicate PO remains highly
sensitive to flutriafol indicating something else is
likely contributing to reductions in efficacy of the
fungicide.

One such factor may be increased CRR disease
pressure which could be the result of rising
temperatures tipping the balance of cotton-PO
interactions to favor fungal growth in the soil. Ideally,
PO grows optimally between 31 C and 36 C.
Historically, in places like Safford prior to 2016, the
total number of hours of soil temperatures were
between 30 and 36 C (at the depth of 50 cm) during
the growing season was near zero. But since 2016,
the number of hours within this ideal fungal growth
range has increased rapidly reaching 2,000 hours in
2025 growing season. Continued research efforts are
underway to better understand the distribution,
impacts, and mechanisms behind CRR in Arizona
cotton production.
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This year, the Arizona Cotton Industry is proud to
partner with Arizona FFA and our Annual Meeting
attendees to support the Blue Jeans Go Green™
Program—an initiative that turns old denim into
something meaningful.

Through a partnership between Cotton
Incorporated and Phoenix Fibers, donated jeans
are recycled into natural fiber insulation used in
Habitat for Humanity homes and other
sustainability projects. It’s a powerful reminder of
the value of cotton—durable, renewable, and
made to be repurposed.

We’re inviting all attendees of the Annual Meeting
in Flagstaff to participate. Instead of tossing your
old jeans into the donation bin, set them aside and
bring them with you. Our goal is to collect as much
denim as possible and make a collective impact as
an industry. 

At the same time, Arizona FFA Chapters across the
state are leading their own Denim Drive as part of
the State Leadership Conference. We encourage
you to support those efforts locally as well. FFA
members are collecting jeans (at least 90% cotton)
and competing for a $1,000 chapter grant awarded
to the group with the largest collection.

Whether you bring your denim to Flagstaff or
support a local chapter, your participation helps
strengthen Agricultural Education, promote
sustainability, and highlight the lasting value of
cotton.

So as you’re doing your spring cleaning,
remember- those old jeans still have a purpose.
Save them, bring them, and help us turn denim
into impact.

GIVE YOUR DENIM A SECOND LIFE:
JOIN THE ARIZONA COTTON INDUSTRY
DENIM DRIVE

https://amsins.com/
https://amsins.com/
https://amsins.com/


We invite all members of Arizona’s cotton industry to join us in Flagstaff for the 2026 Arizona Cotton
Industry Annual Meeting, taking place June 10–11 at the Little America Hotel. This year’s theme, “In
Cotton We Trust,” reflects more than tradition- it speaks to the resilience, innovation, and shared
commitment that continue to drive our industry forward. In a time of evolving challenges and new
opportunities, this meeting is designed to reinforce confidence in cotton and the people behind it.

Attendees can look forward to a dynamic program featuring both returning experts and new,
inspirational speakers who will bring fresh perspectives, practical insight, and forward-looking ideas.
From policy and research to market outlook and on-the-ground innovation, each session is built to
inform, challenge, and inspire.

The event begins Wednesday, June 10, with a morning golf tournament at Continental Country Club,
offering a relaxed setting to connect with colleagues. Registration opens at the hotel at 3:00 pm,
followed by an evening reception on the Lawn at 6:30 pm and dinner at 7:30 pm—a perfect
opportunity to reconnect with familiar faces and welcome new ones.

Thursday’s program will kick off with a continental breakfast, followed by an invocation from Nathan
Goldman and the Pledge of Allegiance led by Adam Hatley. At 8:00 am, Jadee Rohner will open the
general session with welcoming remarks. A full lineup of timely presentations will follow, along with
thought-provoking discussions led by industry leaders and guest speakers who are helping shape
the future of agriculture.

In addition to formal sessions, the day will feature an industry panel discussion, and scheduled
breaks designed to encourage conversation and connection. The evening concludes with a hosted
cocktail hour, followed by a celebratory dinner, raffle, and awards program in the Grand Ballroom,
where Melissa Campbell, 2025/26 Ginners Board President, will close the event. Be sure to register by
May 13 to secure your spot and reserve your room at Little America. Visit our website for registration
details, golf tournament information, sponsorship opportunities, and lodging.

Join us as we come together to strengthen our industry, celebrate our shared purpose, and move
forward with confidence- because in cotton, we trust.
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Agricultural Outlook – Dr. George Seperich, Arizona State University
National Cotton Council Update – Jeff Kuckuck, NCC
Arizona Water – Mark McGinnis, Salmon, Lewis & Weldon PLC
Cottonseed Marketing and Prices – Corey Brown, Arizona Grain
ACRPC Update – Arielle O’Connor, Sales & Marketing
Insurance Update – Scott Altfillisch, AMS
Cotton Market Update – Derek Julian, Jess Smith & Sons 
Legislative Update – Patrick Bray, Arizona Farm & Ranch Group
Gin Lab Update – Derek Whitelock & Greg Holt, USDA-ARS Cotton Ginning Lab
Blue Jeans Go Green – Andrea Samber, Cotton Incorporated
National Cotton Ginner’s Association Update –Brad Williams, President, NCGA
Cotton Board Update – Christi Short, SW Regional Communications Manager, Cotton Board

             This Month's Newsletter Sponsor is Pure Future Ventures & AMS.

http://www.azcottongrowers.org/annual-meeting
https://www.azcottongrowers.org/annual-meeting


In January, Bayer announced a $40 per unit rebate
on qualifying XtendFlex® cotton varieties in 2026.
Bayer understood cotton growers and dealers in the
Western Arizona region were making important
decisions regarding seed and trait packages for the
2026 season, and at the time there was no current
EPA-registered label for the use of dicamba
products in-crop with, and over-the-top of, dicamba-
tolerant cotton. Because approval of the currently-
registered dicamba products for use in dicamba-
tolerant cotton happened after the deadline
announced as part of the rebate, the rebate will be
paid out on qualifying Roundup Ready® Xtend
Technology varieties. 
 

Contact your retailer for more details and official
rebate terms & conditions. Az counties included in
the rebate offer are Coconino, Gila, La Paz, Maricopa,
Mohave, Pima, Pinal, Santa Cruz, Yavapai, Yuma.

Open Position: 
executive director
The Arizona Cotton Research and Protection Council
(ACRPC) is currently seeking applicants for the position
of Executive Director. This role involves overseeing the
activities of the ACRPC and ensuring 
accountability to the Council for those activities.

Salary: $120,000 - $150,000 

Closing Date:  Open until business
needs are met (first review of resumes
June 1, 2026).

5 years of Agricultural experience
At least 3 years in a management
role
Any combination of training and
experience that satisfies the
required knowledge, skills, and
abilities on job description may be
considered.

Minimum Experience:

Arizona
Cotton
Research &
Protection
Council
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The Arizona Cotton Research and Protection Council
(ACRPC) has launched the search for its next Executive
Director, marking an important step during a period of
transition for the organization.

ACRPC continues to operate through the strong support
of Arizona cotton growers, while Council leadership
remains actively engaged and focused on
strengthening the organization and positioning it for
the future. There is a shared commitment to not only
maintain, but build upon ACRPC’s foundation with
renewed energy and direction.

The Council is seeking a qualified candidate who is
prepared to provide leadership and help guide this next
phase. The Association is supporting this effort and is
available as a resource for those interested in the
position or wishing to recommend candidates.
With strong grower support and engaged leadership,
ACRPC is well positioned to move forward.

ACRPC INITIATES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SEARCH

BAYER COMMITS TO GROWERS
WHO SELECT XTENDFLEX® COTTON

IN MEMORY OF ERNIE KANDARIAN
It is with sincere sympathy
that we share the passing
of Ernie Kandarian at the
age of 95.

Ernie dedicated many
years to the cotton ginning
industry through his work 
with Sierra Bag Company and his
involvement in operations across Arizona,
where he was known and respected by many
in our community. His contributions and
longstanding commitment to the industry
will be remembered.
He is survived by his wife, Inda, of Clovis,
California. Services are being handled by
Farewell Funeral Services of Clovis.

We extend our condolences to his family and
friends and ask that you keep them in your
thoughts during this time.
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The Association continues to advocate for the Buy American Cotton Act (BACA), bipartisan legislation
designed to strengthen demand for U.S.-grown cotton and support domestic textile manufacturing.

We are grateful for the leadership of Paul Gosar, Greg Stanton, and David Schweikert, who have
stepped forward as co-sponsors. Their support demonstrates a strong commitment to Arizona
agriculture and recognition of cotton’s vital role in our state’s economy.

BACA uses market-based incentives and supply chain traceability to increase the use of American-
grown cotton, helping U.S. producers compete more effectively in a global marketplace while
strengthening domestic manufacturing. Recent industry analysis highlights that improving cotton
demand and restoring price strength will depend on increased mill use, stronger export movement,
and policies that reinforce confidence in cotton markets.  By encouraging the use of U.S. cotton
across the supply chain, BACA aligns with these priorities and supports long-term market stability for
growers.

While Arizona is gaining momentum and support from our Congressional leaders on BACA,
continued outreach is needed to engage additional policymakers. A strong, unified coalition across
the state will be key to encouraging broader co-sponsorship.

SUPPORT GROWS FOR THE BUY AMERICAN COTTON ACT

https://purefutureventures.com/
https://purefutureventures.com/
https://purefutureventures.com/
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