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From the Pastor’s Desk:  Come, Holy Spirit!  
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed! Alleluia

We shout these words 
as a reminder to ourselves 
and as a proclamation to 
the world that even when 
we thought the story was 
over and our Savior had 
died and was buried, God 
had more in store. God 
always has the last word!  
And the blessing of God 
bringing new life into our 
broken world continues to 
this time and place.

Lately, I have heard the 
same excited observations 
from many of our brothers 
and sisters here at Grace 
Lutheran: God is up 
to something! So often, we only see God at work in 
hindsight, when a situation we thought was hopeless 
ends up bringing joy or renewal. But right now we 
are seeing God at work in REALTIME here within 
our church family, and I hope you are as excited as I 
am. Why? Because God has chosen YOU and ME to 
participate in this revival of our hearts and minds.

So, what is going on? First off, the Holy Spirit has 
inspired many of you to not only participate on our 
Mission and Discipleship team (think stewardship 
not only of our money and possessions but also of our 
time and intentions) but to come up with some truly 
inspired ideas about how to welcome guests, how to 
dive deeper into our faith, and how to connect and 
reconnect as a congregation. Then there is our 125th 
Anniversary team that is planning a whole year' s 
worth of meaningful events around worship, service, 
fellowship, and learning, as we celebrate how God 
has, is, and promises to be leading our church. That's 
not even touching on the excitement about our "Living 
Waters" Vacation Bible School and the free family 
meals we provide, or the amazing way we have been 
encouraging and equipping our youth as worship 
leaders and co-proclaimers of the gospel!

Y' all, God is at work! And YOU have been called, 
equipped, and enlightened in baptism for the amazing   
privilege of being a co-creator with God! As we continue 
this Easter season, I hope you will not only witness 

the places where God is 
sprinting up new life, but 
that you will also share 
it with others. Where is 
God taking dry, broken 
soil, and adding the living 
water that brings forth 
green shoots? Where are 
you living in darkness 
or despair but feeling 
the presence of Christ 
alongside you? How is 
the Holy Spirit moving 
and shaking in your life, 
not only personally and 
professionally, but also as 
it intersects with our life 
together as a community 
of faith.

God is continually making all things new, and that 
includes YOU and our blessing of a CONGREGATION!

May the Holy Spirit stir you in faith and service, as 
we celebrate how he once was dead, but now...

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor Courtney
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News

Pastoral Acts

Below are the highlights from the 
April Council Meeting:

As we reviewed committee reports there are many 
initiatives that are in the planning stages and will be 
coming to you soon. 

1)  Our 125th Anniversary Celebration – target 
for summer 2020 

2) Other initiatives focused on connecting 
people to our Church, more to come with 
opportunities to serve

3)Demolition/Repurposing the out building. 
We are currently getting quotes and will be 
bringing them to the congregation with a 
recommendation

Also want to remind everyone of the Spring cleaning 
on May 4.  This is our chance to make sure visitors get 
a good first impression of us as we take care of our 
property.  It doesn’t matter what kind of skills you have, 
I guarantee we have a job for you.  The more people 
who show up the better.  Please remember we will 
utilize whatever time you can give and we have plenty 
to accomplish rain or shine.  Who knows?  Maybe by 
coming to help, you will meet someone new that you 
haven’t had a chance to talk to on Sundays.  As always, 
thanks to everyone for freely giving of yourselves to 
support our mission here at Grace Lutheran.

Joe Turek

There are no Pastoral Acts for this month.

Pentecost Services
Save the date for our joint Pentecost worship on 

June 9, at 11:15 a.m. at Grace Lutheran!  We will be 
celebrating this festival Sunday with our brothers 
and sisters from Zion Lutheran, as Alice Ann Erzkus 
is claimed by God in the sacrament of Holy Baptism 
and as Natalie Rudolf affirms her baptism in the rite of 
Confirmation!  Grandpa, The Rev. Chuck Erzkus, will 
preach and preside as Pastor Courtney and Pastor Ben 
celebrate this important moment in their family and 
church family’s life!  A potluck for both congregations 
will follow.  

Join us to explore and celebrate the' Living Water'' 
this year for Vacation Bible School at Grace Lutheran!  
Our program will run July 15-19 and we will celebrate 
with a joint worship service on Sunday, July 21 at 
10:00 a.m.!  Stay tuned for more information on how to 
register and volunteer time and food!

Spring clean-up Is scheduled for Saturday, May 
4 beginning at 9:00 a.m. There are chores to be done 
outside such as working in the gardens, cleaning up 
trash from the winter storms and spreading mulch 
where needed.  Inside there are also many chores for 
those who don’t want to work outside.  The kitchen 
really needs help since there was no fall clean-up due 
to Ellen’s hip problems.  Can you imagine your kitchen 

if you didn’t clean it for a 
year?  If you cannot attend 
on the 4th but want to 
help, contact Ellen and she 
will be delighted to help 
you find something to do 
that will help the church 
to shine for the summer.

Spring Clean-up

Memorial Day Program
Our annual Memorial Day Program will occur on 

May 26 at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  There will be 
American service flags, readings, music, veteran 
participation and of course, our display of flags 
celebrating all those from Red Lion who have died 
for their country.  In addition, there will be a special 
collection that will be donated for veterans in need 
from our area.  Please consider giving a little extra for 
these valiant men and women who continue to face a 
different kind of war every day.

Easter distribution was a 
success but now we are getting 
ready for our next distribution 

on June 3.  Packing boxes will happen on Saturday, 
May 11 and 18 at 8:30 a.m.  Please mark your calendar 
for these out-reach opportunities for you and your 
family.  Sanctuary set-up is scheduled for June 3rd 
beginning after the traditional service.  We are still in 
need of health care products such as shampoo, body 
wash, laundry detergent, dish detergent, tissues, paper 
towels and toilet paper.  If donations do not meet the 
need, the money to provide them comes out of the 
food budget so your help is greatly appreciated.  If 
shopping for these products is a hardship for you, you 
can donate money to the pantry, especially for these 
items.  We are very grateful for all of your monetary 
donations as well as the time that you willingly give 
to help this program continue.  Thanks for all you do.

there are always 
hungry people to 
feed



The Book Club will 
be reading Water for 
Elephants by Sara Gruen.  
Goodreads.com has this to 
say about the book:

When Jacob Jankowski, 
recently orphaned and 
suddenly adrift, jumps 

onto a passing train, he enters a world of freaks, drifters, 
and misfits, a second-rate circus struggling to survive 
during the Great Depression, making one-night stands 
in town after endless town. A veterinary student who 
almost earned his degree, Jacob is put in charge of 
caring for the circus menagerie. It is there that he meets 
Marlena, the beautiful young star of the equestrian act, 
who is married to August, the charismatic but twisted 
animal trainer. He also meets Rosie, an elephant who 
seems untrainable until he discovers a way to reach 
her. 

Beautifully written, Water for Elephants is illuminated 
by a wonderful sense of time and place. It tells a story 
of a love between two people that overcomes incredible 
odds in a world in which even 
love is a luxury that few can 
afford.

Anyone can join the 
book club and we have a 
relationship with York Public 
Library to borrow the books.  
See Geri Jacobs or Jennifer 
Rudolf for more details.  We 
meet on the third week of each 
month in the Welcome Center 
at 6:30 p.m.  Our May meeting 
is May 16. 

Attention Graduates 

As in the past, we would like to honor 
those students who have graduated from 
high school, college or trade school who 
have gotten their diplomas since June 
of 2018 or will receive their diplomas 
in May or June of 2019.   We accept any 
photo of the graduate.  Please see Janet, 
Pat or Ellen to fill out an information 

card along with your picture and frame (which will be 
returned) to use in the showcase in May and June.  We 
also honor graduates who are connected to us, but not 
members of Grace.  We would like to have photos and 
information about the graduate no later than May 5. 
Information cards are also on the counter in the church 
office.  

Thanks,
Jan (janmurphym@verizon.net)
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What’s In the Display case?

Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

Graceful Women

The Ladies will meet 
Thursday, May 2 at Nancy 
Golden’s home at 7:00 p.m.  

We will be celebrating 
Mothers.
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Stewardship of Community
You shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the 

Lord. –Leviticus 19:18b

And who is my neighbor? –Luke 10:29b

Think of all the homes, apartments and condos within 
walking (or easy driving) distance of our congregation. 
Now ask, how do we interact with these neighbors? 
Does our congregation understand their issues, joys, 
opportunities and challenges? How can we love them 
as ourselves?

Though God has filled the world with neighbors 
for us to love, we have a special opportunity and 
responsibility with neighbors who are nearby us. They 
form our immediate community. Many congregations 
narrowly define “community” as people who are 
already part of church, but God calls us to broaden our 
vision.

Congregations across our denomination are finding 
renewed energy and purpose by connecting (or 
reconnecting) with their community neighbors. It takes 
work and a willingness to go outside our comfort zone, 

10 Phrases that Instantly Boost Volunteers
Recruiting and retaining volunteers is all about 

words. When you asked for volunteers, you probably 
did all the right things: You asked the right people to 
do a job for which God has gifted them. You asked 
them to be involved to the extent to which they were 
comfortable. You set aside time during your worship 
service to acknowledge and pray for your volunteers.  
Now that your volunteers are in place, it’s important 
to keep them encouraged and excited about ministry! 
Knowing what to say can help you recruit and keep 
the gifted people God has placed in your ministry. 
How often do you use these 10 phrases?

1. Welcome aboard! Capture the enthusiasm that 
new volunteers bring and build on it. With this kind of 
positivity, volunteers are inspired to do their best work. 
You can make them feel welcome and encouraged in 
their new role!

2. Do you have what you need to do your job? When 
volunteers have the right tools, they can spend their 
time working toward your ministry’s vision, not 
fighting with a spreadsheet or running out for office 
supplies.

3. Thank you for . . . Be specific in your praise. Call 
out what your volunteer did well, or the extra effort he 
or she put into a project.

4. Look at the difference you’re making! Relay 
positive messages you hear regarding your volunteers. 
Tell about the difference the volunteer and the ministry 
is making in the lives of others.

5. What was the best part of . . .? Ask your volunteers 
what they think is going well. Where do they feel they 
are making the biggest impact for God’s Kingdom?

10.  How can I pray for you? Volunteers are not cogs 
in a ministry wheel. They have homes and jobs and 
struggles of their own. It is incredibly encouraging for 
volunteers when you ask how you can bring them and 
their situations before God.

From: Christian Tools of Affirmation © 2019 CTA, 
Inc. Used with permission.

but worth the effort pays off for them and us.

“It’s within our power to become good neighbors, 
to care for the people around us and to be cared for 
by the people around us,” write Jay Pathak and Dave 
Runyon in The Art of Neighboring (2012, Baker Books, 
p. 22). The book is a handy guide for a church to start 
a neighboring movement. “There really is a different 
way to live, and we are finding that it is actually the 
best way to live.” 

Loving our neighbors we naturally gather together as 
community that is blessed by God. It holds true in our 
personal lives as well as our congregations. As spring 
and summer unfold, let’s commit to finding ways to 
be better stewards of our community, engaging our 
neighbors, especially those who live closest to our 
congregation.

--Rob Blezard. Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted 
by permission. Pastor Blezard works as content editor for www.
stewardshipoflife.org and serves as an assistant to the bishop of the 
Lower Susquehanna Synod. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.
com.

6. What could have gone better? Don’t be afraid to 
let your volunteers tell you what didn’t go well in a 
specific instance or what hasn’t gone well in the past. 
Chances are, a small fix or adjustment will result 
in a marked improvement in the experience for the 
volunteers and participants alike.

7. Do you have all the help you need? Sometimes 
volunteering can feel lonely. Other times, volunteers 
feel like they are carrying the load by themselves. 
Make sure people feel like they can tell you if they 
need additional hands to help.

8. Do you need a break? Volunteers may be hesitant 
to tell you if they feel burned out. They may even feel 
guilty for wanting to step aside for a while. Give them 
permission to take a break or care for themselves so 
they can effectively care for others.

9. Do you want to do something different? Volunteers 
may sign up for one position and later, figure out it’s 
just not right. Instead of watching volunteers become 
frustrated, consider if there is another role that may 
suit them better. Work with them to identify the gifts 
God has given them, and then help them get where 
they want to be.



Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

May’s flowers:

June’s flowers:

The following events are happening at the Lower 
Susquehanna Camps:

May 3-4 – Men’s Retreat at Kirchenwald
May 3 – Lutheran Camping Night at the Senators
May 5 – Dinner Church at Wittel Farm
May 11 – Annual Golf Tournament at Manada Golf 
Club
May 18 – Wittel Farm Growing Project Planting Day
May 19 – Summer Camp Kick-Off Worship & Picnic 
(And Anniversary Celebration!)
May 19 – Dinner Church at 
Wittel Farm

For more information on 
these events, see the website:  
www.lutherancamping.org/
upcoming-events/ or call 717-
677-8211.
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Wedding Anniversaries

May Celebrations

Lutheran Camping 

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Happy 
Birthday

02- Kayde Dellinger-Herman
02- David Dennish
02- Joe Jacobs
05- Jo Ann Barefoot
05- Ethen Shaffer
07- Sara Shaffer
08- Jared Bucher
09- Eric Grim
12- Carl Bowles
16- Doris Golden
16- Connie Little
17- Veronica Carter
17- Judy Dellinger
17- Ryan McCleary
19- Lin Rotz
19- Glenn Walker
20- Robert Fishel
20- Diane Thompson
22- Alisha Mundis
23- Hayden Yendall
24- Linda Ricci
26- Timothy Rudolf
26- Zachariah Turner

03- Carol & Paul Vigna
04- Brian & Beth Kollosch
06- Robert & Hazel Hammers
10- James & Sharon Bucher
11- Jeffrey & Holly Barker
18- Maigan & Tyler Hoover
18- Kevin & Kendra Shaffer
21- Thalia Jones & Gregory Gromicko
22- Andrea & Mark Stanley
24- Robert & Wendy Miller
29- Keith & Nancy McCleary

Gift Card fund raiser
We have Giant and Jerry’s Great Valu store cards 

available in denominations from $20 to $100.  They 
are available Sundays in the back of the Spirit Cellar 
service or the Welcome Center between services.  Please 
make checks payable to Grace Lutheran Church.  This 
is an important fundraiser for 
the church and a win-win for 
everyone.  You get gift cards 
to do the shopping you do 
already and the church gets a 
commission.

05 –In memory of Martin & Lena 
       Ericson, George Heckel, & Annette
       Miller by Leif & Peggy Ericson 
12 –In memory of Mr. & Mrs. H. Norman  
       Fishel by their children & grandchildren
19 –In memory of Jacob & Mary Valentine
       & David Thompson by Regina Thompson
     - Pedestal by George McCallum
26 –In memory of Mother, Dad, & Brother Ray 
       by Marian Jones

02 - In memory of Dawn from Wanda and
       Diana
09 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the 
       Jacobs Family
16 - In memory of Sallie & Ammon Kinard 
       by Erma Grim
23 - NO FLOWERS - Church Picnic
30 - GRACE LUTHERAN
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