
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are a church big enough to serve you, 

but small enough to know you. 

December 14, 2025 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Divine Service of Word and Sacrament 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  

In our service we gather before our almighty God to offer him our 
worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through 
the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  

DEAR GUESTS 
Welcome Cards are located in each pew. We ask that before worship or during the offering, 
you fill those out (you can also scan the QR code). Then place them in the offering plate 
after the sermon. Please also take a coffee mug (located on the table in the entrance) as 
our gift to you. We look forward to meeting you! 

Advent Worship Series: IMMINENT ARRIVAL 
Do you remember the feeling when someone important is about to arrive at your place? It’s 
a mixture of anticipation and excitement and nervousness. Did you make all the correct 
preparations? Will the person be happy to see you? When and how will the person arrive? 
Will there be any surprises? During these weeks before Christmas, we anticipate the 
imminent arrival of Jesus. He’s an important person! We are about to celebrate his birth. He 
could return on judgment day at any time. But in worship we realize that he impacts our 
lives when the Bible is read and when the sacraments are administered. Suddenly we feel 
the excitement of an imminent arrival. 

 RESTROOMS are located around the corner to your left after you exit the chapel.    

 A NURSERY is located immediately to your left after you exit the chapel.       

 COPYRIGHT INFORMATION  All liturgical songs and text in this worship service are 

used by permission under One-License # A-709303. 

 SERVING US IN WORSHIP TODAY   

    WORSHIP LEADER: Pastor Phil Kieselhorst (Pastor K)  

    KEYBOARDIST: Carrie Berkhiem 

    VOCALISTS: Michael & Leah Rotert   

   ACCOMPANIMENT: Siri Lichte 

   GREETER: Sharon Presser 

   USHERS: Harvey Presser, Michael Eaton, Steve & Julie Bowen   
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OPENING HYMN 
The Opening Hymn 

enables us to do 
something rare: to 

come together, young 
and old, from all 

different walks of life, 
and to join our voices 

together as one. 

 

HYMN 26 
Text: Godfrey Thring, 

1823–1903. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

Luke 2:8-14 

Isaiah 61:3 

Matthew 9:2 

Acts 10:38 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

INVOCATION 
These words, which 

Jesus spoke when he 
instituted Baptism (Mt 
28:19), remind us that 
we approach God as 
his baptized, adopted 

children. 
 

OUR PATH OF WORSHIP 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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26             Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 
  Please stand to sing verse 4.  
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CONFESSION 

The Bible encourages 
us to acknowledge and 

confess our sins and 
God promises to 

respond with his gift of 
forgiveness: If we 

confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and 

will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all 

unrighteousness      
(1 John 1:9). 

 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

This is one of the 
oldest worship 

responses in the 
Christian church. This 

simple, heartfelt 
prayer reminds us that 

the true power of 
prayer is the mercy of 
God, who chooses to 

give us good gifts. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

Because Jesus took 
away the guilt of the 
world (John 1:29), he 

authorized his 
followers to announce 

his pardon and 
forgiveness to all who 
are sorry for their sins.  
“If you forgive anyone 

their sins, they are 
forgiven” (John 20:23). 
We are set free from 
the guilt of our sins! 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  Kyrie 

 

ABSOLUTION  

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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GLORY BE TO GOD 
Gloria in Excelsis 

This song has been 
part of Christian 

worship services for 
centuries, though the 
music for the song has 
taken many different 

forms. The song’s 
opening words were 

those sung by the 
angels when Jesus was 
born (Luke 2:14).  We 

join the angels in 
glorifying God—Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit.   
As we praise him for all 
he has done to rescue 
us, we also ask for his 

continuing mercy.  
(This song is also called 
the Gloria in Excelsis, 

its first words in Latin.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GLORY BE TO GOD  Gloria in Excelsis 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The church asks Christ 
to drive the darkness of 
doubt from our hearts 

and fill us with the light 
of the knowledge of 
Christ. This prayer is 

based on a prayer from 
the Gregorian 

Sacramentary of the 
tenth century. We offer 

this prayer through 
Jesus, who said, “And I 
will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so 

that the Son may bring 
glory to the Father” 

(John 14:14).  

 

 

 

 

FIRST LESSON 

Isaiah tells us that the 
coming of the Messiah 

would change 
everything. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news 
of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and 
fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

FIRST LESSON                Isaiah 35:1-10 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will 
rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom; it will 
rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given 
to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of 
the Lord, the splendor of our God.  
3Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; 
4say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God 
will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he 
will come to save you.”  
5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped. 6Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute 
tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and 
streams in the desert. 7The burning sand will become a pool, the 
thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once 
lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.  
8And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; it 
will be for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not journey 
on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. 9No lion will be there, nor 
any ravenous beast; they will not be found there. But only the 
redeemed will walk there, 10and those the Lord has rescued will 
return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown 
their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and 
sighing will flee away 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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VOCALISTS 

Michael & Leah Rotert 

ACCOMPANIMENT 

Siri Lichte 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING 

John’s disciples wanted 
to verify that Jesus was 

the Messiah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUET             In the Bleak Midwinter    
By Gustav Holst and Christina Rossetti 

Words printed on the screens 

PLEASE STAND.  

GOSPEL LESSON              Matthew 11:2-11 

2When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the 

Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is 

to come, or should we expect someone else?” 

4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 
5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 

proclaimed to the poor. 6Blessed is anyone who does not stumble 

on account of me.” 

7As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd 

about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 

swayed by the wind? 8If not, what did you go out to see? A man 

dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in 

kings’ palaces. 9Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 

tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is 

written: “‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 

your way before you.’ 

11Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen 

anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

BE SEATED. 
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HYMN 19 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 
1607–76  

Text and music:  
Public domain 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

John 12:12,13 

Revelation 3:19,20 

Malachi 4:2 
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19      O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
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SERMON NOTES: 
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THANK OFFERINGS 

Moved by God’s love 
for us in Christ, we 

offer him our first and 
best gifts, purely out of 

thanks to him.  

PRAYER OF  
THE CHURCH 

In the Prayer of the 
Church, God’s people 
do God’s holy work by 

making intercession for 
themselves, for others, 

and for the world.  
We ask our heavenly 
Father to work things 

out for our eternal 
best. 

 
 
 
 

PREFACE 

The words we say at 
this part of the service 
have been spoken by 

Christians at the 
beginning of the 

Communion service for 
over 1800 years. 

Saying these Scripture-
based words, which 
millions of Christians 
have said before us, 

reminds us that we are 
united with believers 

of the past. They 
looked to the body and 
blood of Jesus—just as 

we do now—for 
pardon, peace, and 

strength to live lives to 
God’s glory. 

NICENE CREED                      Printed on the screens 

THANK OFFERINGS    for online giving, scan the QR code:  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who preserves his Church to the end 
of time when he will come again as king to judge all people and take 
his own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

In this song we praise 
God, who is present 

with us in his Supper. 
The song echoes the 

angels that the 
prophet Isaiah saw 

around God’s throne 
(Isaiah 6:1-3). The 

angels sang because 
they were in the 

presence of God. We, 
too, sing because we 
are in the presence of 

God: Jesus is really 
present in his body and 

blood, which we 
receive in Holy 
Communion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDS OF 
INSTITUTION 

With these words, 
Jesus proclaims what 
Holy Communion is:  
His very body and 
blood, given and 

poured out for the 
forgiveness of our sins. 
The pastor makes the 

sign of the cross to 
remind us of Jesus’ 

death. 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Sanctus 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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O CHRIST, 
LAMB OF GOD 

In the Old Testament, 
God commanded that 
lambs be sacrificed at 

certain times to 
foreshadow how an 

innocent life would be 
forfeited to pay for 
sins. Jesus fulfilled 

these prophecies by 
giving up his innocent 

life. So he is called “the 
Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). 

Through Jesus’ 
sacrifice, we have 
peace with God. 

 

 

Personal Preparation 
for Holy Communion 

Red hymnal, p. 156 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HYMN 309 

Text: Latin hymn, 7th 
century, abr.; tr. John 

M. Neale, 1818–66 

Text and music: Public 
domain 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

Matthew 14:22-25 

Hebrews 9:15 

Hebrews 10:10 

Hebrews 726,27 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

309      Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 
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HYMN 11 

Text: Johannes 
Olearius, 1611–84; tr. 
Catherine Winkworth, 

1827–78, Text and 
music: Public domain 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

Isaiah 40:1-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11                Comfort, Comfort All My People 
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BLESSING 

The pastor speaks 
words of blessing from 
the Bible. This blessing 

is one that has been 
spoken over God’s 

people for about 3400 
years, since the time of 
Moses. The blessing is 
not merely a wish; it is 
a powerful promise of 
God’s love, peace and 

protection. The 
blessing energizes us 
as we go out to serve 
God in the many ways 

he has called us to 
serve—as parents, 
friends, spouses, 

employees, students, 
citizens, and more. 

 

 

HYMN 6 

Text: Charles Wesley, 
1707–88.  Text and 

music: Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEAR GUESTS 

Please take a coffee 
mug (located on the 

table in the entrance) 
as our gift to you. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 

Acknowledgments 
  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 

International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM 

Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

  Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New 

International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM 

Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by 

Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

 

6             Come, O Long-Expected Jesus 
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PRESCHOOL-GRADE 2 CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Sunday, December 14 at 10:30 am 

GRADES 3-8 CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Thursday, December 18 at 6:00 pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES 
Wednesday, December 24 at 4:00 & 6:00 pm 

CHRISTMAS DAY FESTIVAL SERVICE 
Thursday, December 25 at 9:00 am 

SUNDAY CHILDREN’S JESUS TIME 

Sunday, December 21 at 10:30 am 

SUNDAY ADULT & TEEN BIBLE SERIES 

 1 PETER:  Our Living Hope Living in a Hostile World 

Sunday, December 21 at 10:30 am 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & FELLOWSHIP 

Where Do I Look in the Bible When…? 

Tuesday, December 16 at 6:30 pm 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY & FELLOWSHIP 
ROMANS: The Triumph of Grace 

Wednesday, December 17 at 9:00 am 

GROWING IN GRACE 
This adult Bible information course is for anyone 
interested in learning what the Bible and Lutherans 
teach. Contact Pastor for more information. 

Website: SVLCHURCH.COM 

8997 W. 88th Ave. 
Westminster, CO 80021 

Church Office: 303-424-1306 

Church Officers: 

Jesse Wisniewski, President 

Vice President, VACANT 

Jim Kelton, Treasurer 

Zach Niedfeldt, Secretary 

Church & School Admin. 
Cari Ranger 

CHURCHINFO.SHEPHERDOFTHEVALLEY

@GMAIL.COM 

Pastor 
Philip Kieselhorst 

SVLWESTYMINISTER@GMAIL.COM 

Principal, Preschool Director     
& Grades 3-5 Teacher 

Justin Vilski 
JUSTIN.VILSKI@SVLSCHOOL.COM 

Grades 6-8 Teacher 
Samantha Paul 

SAM.PAUL@SVLSCHOOL.COM  

Grades K-2nd Teacher 
Karen Luehring 

KAREN.LUEHRING@SVLSCHOOL.COM 

Preschool Teacher 
Josie Hunt 

JOSIE.HUNT@SVLSCHOOL.COM 

School Websites: 

SVLCHURCH.COM/PRESCHOOL 

SVLCHURCH.COM/K-8-SCHOOL 

RMLHS.NET 
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Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 

8997 W. 88th Avenue  

Westminster, CO 80021 

WWW.SVLCHURCH.COM 
 

We are a church big enough to serve you,  

but small enough to know you.
 

December 

 14: Worship with Holy Communion 9am 

 14: Preschool-Gr. 2 Christmas Service 10:30am 

 16: Men’s Bible Study 6:30pm 

 17: Women’s Bible Study 9am 

 18: Grades 3-8 Christmas Service 6:00pm 

 19: Chapel with School 8:30am 

 21: Worship with Holy Communion 9am 

 21: Youth & Adult Bible Time 10:30am 

 22: Christmas Break for the School begins 

 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight 4:00 & 6:00pm 

 25: Christmas Day Festival 9:00am 

 28: Sunday Worship 9:00am 

SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Sign-up sheets are in the church entrance. 

   Snacks on Sundays 

   Altar Flowers 

   Ushers 

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 

Postcard invitations are in the church 

entrance. Share these with a friend or a 

family member or a neighbor. 
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