








CELEBRATING 
OUR SENIORS

SUMMER ACTIVITIES
 

The youth have lots of fun activities 
planned for this summer. Parents, 
mark your calendars now! First up 
is a Bowling Night at Hub Lanes on 

Sunday, June 7, at 5:30 p.m.!

SCAVENGER HUNT FUN
 

On May 17, we held our last SN@P 
of the school year. We ended the 
semester with some scavenger 

hunt and in�atables fun!

Sunday, May 3, was a special 
day in the life of our church. We 

celebrated Senior Sunday in both 
worship services, and we  

honored our seniors and their 
families with a breakfast. We 

enjoyed Senior SN@P at Laser 
Mania that night as well. Please 
remember these graduates in 
your prayers during this time.

Thanks for a Great Kidnap!
A huge THANK YOU to all our adult leaders  
and for the donations for Kidnap Retreat 
2026! We are grateful for your help. It was 
an eventful trip! Even though we had 
some challenges, we had a fantastic time 
whitewater rafting, gave our new 7th  
graders a wonderful beginning to their  
Youth Ministry journey and saw God move  
as we talked about what it means to  
welcome people into the kingdom of God. 



CHILDREN

It’s Time for VBS!
REGISTER NOW for “Food Truck Party” VBS on the mornings 
of June 29 - July 2. At VBS this year, we will remind children 
that everything we have comes from God, and we can turn to 
God with our needs, our thanks and our praise! Children age 4 
(by September 1, 2026) through rising sixth graders are invited 
to participate. (Fifth and sixth graders will serve as helpers.) 

There are many ways to help with VBS: 
•	 We need several volunteers to shepherd small groups 

of children from station to station. Please contact Lesley 
ASAP (lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org) if you are available 
to serve as a small group leader!  

•	 We need supplies and snacks. Please grab a card 
from the supply board in the Atrium or purchase 
an item from our Amazon wish list.  

•	 We need help with VBS decor! Everyone is invited to 
gather to prep for VBS decorations and crafts on a couple 
Sunday afternoons, any time between 2 and 5 p.m. on 
June 14 and June 28. Please let Lesley know ahead of time 
if you can come. 

Thank you for making VBS a great experience for our kids!

Summer Pool Parties
Please mark your calendars for 
a couple fun summer swim 
parties!

~ A Children’s Ministry Pool Party 
for all families will be Sunday, 
July 12, 4:30-6:30 p.m. at the 
Hattiesburg Racquet Club, 3800 
Darby Road. 

~ A “Welcome to the Loft” Party 
for rising fifth and sixth graders 
will be held Sunday, July 26, from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Shadow 
Ridge community pool. 

Please Write Notes to 
Our Campers
Several children from Parkway Heights 
will attend summer camp at Camp 
Wesley Pines in June. Campers like to 
get mail! We'd love for our congregation 
to send notes of encouragement to 
the children. Cards are available at the 
Welcome Desk. Deadline for cards is 
Sunday, June 7. 

Children attending camp are: Mia Kate 
Carter, Matthew Davenport, Brynn 
Lewellyn and Eliza Thompson. Youth 
attending camp include: Darcie Mann, 
Lila Beth Rasberry and Aubrey  
Thompson.

Is your child planning to attend Camp 
Wesley Pines June 8-13? Would you 
like him or her to ride to camp with 
church friends? Let Lesley know ASAP!

PENTECOST SUNDAY
On Pentecost Sunday, May 24, our 
children celebrated the birthday of 
the Church by holding a party during 
Sunday School “big group” time. All 
the kids enjoyed cupcakes and fun 
party glasses. The children also took 
part in a Pentecost parade with red 
ribbons at the beginning of worship.



SERVING AT WOODLEY  
On May 4, Parkway Heights served 
breakfast at Woodley Elementary 
School for Teacher Appreciation Week. 

HONDURAS MISSION BLESSING 
We commissioned the Honduras Mission 
Village Team on May 31 before their trip.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
SERVING AT HHS  
On Wednesday, May 6, Parkway Heights 
served breakfast for the teachers and staff 
at Hattiesburg High School.

BAPTISM BLESSINGS  
We were thrilled to baptize Blair Emerson 
Grant, daughter of Ragan and Lauren 
Grant, on May 3. God bless you, Blair!

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS  
Construction for our new air conditioning system in the Sanctuary is going smoothly 
and is on schedule for projected completion by the end of August. On June 4, the new 
AC units were put in place by very tall cranes!

FIRST WEDNESDAY LUNCH  
Our senior adults met at Main Street 
UMC on May 6 to fellowship and hear 
from Dr. Andrew Wiest about his new 
book.

CLAIBORNE HEIGHTS  
May 27 was Keith’s last time to preach 
at our Claiborne Heights worship 
service at The Claiborne. We’re not sure 
who has enjoyed this monthly worship 
service more - Keith and the ministry 
team volunteers or the residents!

NEW MEMBERS  
Bill and Kim Morrison joined our church 
as new members on May 31. Please 
help us give them a warm welcome!



The Church Office will be closed  The Church Office will be closed  
Friday, July 3, for  Friday, July 3, for  

Independence Day.Independence Day.

Prayer Concerns
•	 Kaitlin Babington
•	 Jeanne Phillips
•	 Benson St. Louis
•	 Evelyn Stone

Sympathy To...
•	 Katie Giedd and Kathy Wheeler 

on the death of Katie’s mother 
and Kathy’s step-daughter, 
Marcia Giedd

•	 the family of John Donohue

Mail RoomMail Room
Beloved Church Family, 

Thank you for the outpouring of love, 
prayers and support over the past 
few weeks. Emily’s ankle is healing as 
it should, and Sid is recovering well 
from surgery. Sid’s pathology report 
indicated the margins are clear, and 
he should not need any additional 
treatment. We are praising God for 
that result! Our family is so grateful for 
the reminder that we do not walk this 
journey alone. We love you all!

Julie, Sid, Emily and Keith Collins

Dear Parkway Heights UMC Friends,

A “win-win” situation brings benefit 
and satisfaction to everyone involved. 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center 
is delighted to be part of two 
outstanding “win-win” scenarios year-
round!

l  FOOD RESCUE: Food rescue is the 
practice of collecting quality, edible 
food that would otherwise go to 
waste from businesses (like grocery 
stores and restaurants).

-   When this food is distributed to 
food-insecure people, it’s a WIN for 
hungry neighbors, a WIN for our 
landfills and environment and a 
WIN for the businesses, which avoid 
disposal fees and gain a tax benefit.

-   Last year, Edwards Street’s staff 
and volunteers picked up more than 
69,000 pounds (nearly 35 tons!) of 
safe, nutritious food for redistribution, 
and we’re on track to exceed that 
amount in 2026!

-   We are grateful to Corner Market, 
Dollar General, E&B Discount Grocery, 
Southbound Bagel, Subway, Walmart 
and others for donating their soon-to-
expire or overstocked perishable and 
nonperishable food to our pantry. 

l  REUSE & REPURPOSE: Thrift store 

shoppers are champions of reusing 
and repurposing items that generous 
neighbors donate rather than selling 
online or tossing into a garbage bin.

-   This process creates a WIN as 
buyers find low-cost necessities 
and treasures, a WIN as donors gain 
closet space and tax benefits and an 
environmental WIN as fewer items go 
to a landfill. 

-   Thrift store income supports 
Edwards Street’s ministries by 
purchasing food for the pantry and 
medical supplies for the health clinic.

-   Our thrift store donates clothing, 
furniture and other items to 
neighbors in need based on referrals 
by local case managers and social 
workers.

Thank you for being part of the life-
changing “wins” that happen every 
day at Edwards Street Fellowship 
Center. Through your support, you 
shine the light of God’s love in our 
world!

With Gratitude for You, 
Ann McCullen, Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911

parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service
9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School
10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service

Both worship services are livestreamed on 
various platforms. 

Parkway Heights
United Methodist Church

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Parkway Heights’ clergy - incoming 
and outgoing - gathered at the  
Mississippi UMC Annual Conference 
the first week of June. Please continue 
to pray for our church during this time 
of transition.


